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S  it  is  ufual  for  great  Perfons  whole 
Lives  have  been  remarkable,  and 
whofe  Actions  deferve  recording  to 
Poilerity,  to  inliil  much  upon  their 
Originals,  give  fuji  Accounts  of 
their  Families,  and  the  Hiftories  of 
their  Anceftors :  So,  that  I  may  be 
methodical,  I  iliall  do  the  fame,  tho'  I  caa  look 
but  a  very  little  Way  into  my  Pedigree,  as  you  will 
fee  prefently. 

If  I  may  believe  the  Woman,  whom  I  was  taught 
to  call  Mother,  I  was  a  little  Boy,  of  about  two 
Years  old,  very  well  drefs'd,  had  a  Nurfery  Maid 
to  tend  me,  who  took  me  out  on  a  fine  Summer's 
Evening  into  the  Fields  towards  IJIington^  as  fhe  pre- 
tended, to  give  the  Child  feme  Air,  a  little  Girl 
being  with  her  of  Twelve  or  Fourteen  Years  old, 
that  lived  in  the  Neighbourhood.  The  Maid,  whe- 
ther by  Appointment  or  otherwife,    meets  with  a 
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Fellow,  her  Sweet-heart,  as  I  fuppofe ;  he  carries 
her  into  a  Publick-Houfe,  to  give  her  a  Pot  and  a 
Cake ;  and  while  they  were  toying  in  the  Houfe, 
the  Girl  plays  about  with  me  in  her  Hand  in  the 
Garden,  and  at  the  Door,  fometimes  in  Sight, 
Ibmetimes  out  of  Sight,  thinking  no  Harm. 

At  this  Junfture  comes  by  one  of  thofe  Sort  of 
People,  who,  it  feems,  made  it  their  Bufmefs  to 
Spirit  away  little  Children.  This  was  a  Hellifh  Trade 
in  thofe  Days,  and  chiefly  pradlis'd  where  they  found 
little  Children  very  well  dreft,  or  for  bigger  Chil- 
dren, to  fell  them  to  the  Plantations. 

The  Woman  pretending  to  take  me  up  in  her 
Arms  and  kifs  me,  and  play  with  me,  draws  the 
Girl  a  good  Way  from  the  Houfe,  till  at  laft  fhe 
makes  a  fin^  Story  to  the  Girl,  and  bids  her  go 
back  to  the  Maid,  and  tell  her  where  fhe  was  with 
the  Child ;  that  a  Gentlewoman  had  taken  a  Fancy 
to  the  Child,  and  was  kifTmg  of  it,  but  fhe  fhould 
not  be  frighted,  or  to  that  Purpofe  ;  for  they  were 
■but  juil  there ;  and  fo  while  the  Girl  went,  ihe  car- 
ries me  quite  away. 

From  this  Time  it  feems  I  was  difpofed  of  to  a 
Beggar-Woman  that  wanted  a  pretty  little  Child  to 
fet  out  her  Cafe,  and  after  that  to  a  Gypfey,  under 
whofe  Government  I  continued  till  I  was  about  Six 
Years  old  ;  and  this  Woman,  tho'  I  was  continually 
dragged  about  with  her,  from  one  Part  of  the  Coun- 
try to  another,  yet  never  let  me  want  for  any  Thing, 
and  I  called  her  Mother ;  tho'  fhe  told  me  at  lait, 
iv,e  was  not  my  Mother,  but  that  fhe  bought  me  for 
Twelve  Shillings  of  another  Woman,  who  told  her 
how  fhe  came  by  me,  and  told  her  that  my  Name 
was  Bob  Singleton,  not  Robert,  but  plain  Bob ;  for  it 
feems  they  never  knew  by  what  Name  I  was  Chrif- 
ten'd. 

It  is  in  vain  to  refleft  here,  what  a  terrible  Fright 
•the  carelefs  Huffy  was  in,  that  loft  me  -,  what  Treat- 
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ment  fhe  received  from  my  juftly  enraged  Father  and 
Mother,  and  the  Horror  thefe  mull  be  in  at  the 
Thoughts  of  their  Child  being  thus  carry'd  away  ; 
for  as  I  never  knew  any  Thing  of  the  Matter,  but 
juft  what  I  have  related,  nor  who  my  Father  and 
Mother  were ;  fo  it  would  make  but  a  needlefs  Di - 
grelTion  to  talk  of  it  here. 

My  good  G)pfey  Mother,  for  fome  of  her  worthy 
Actions  no  Doubt,  happened  in  Procefs  of  Time 
to  be  hang'd ;  and  as  this  fell  oat  fomething  too  foon 
for  me  to  be  perfected  in  the  Strolling  Trade,  the 
Parilh  where  I  was  left,  which  for  my  Life  I  can't 
remember,  took  fome  Care  of  me  to  be  fure ;  for  the 
firll  Thing  I  can  remember  of  my  felf  afterwards, 
was,  that  I  went  to  a  Parifh-School,  and  the  Mini- 
fter  of  the  Parilh  ufed  to  talk  to  me  to  be  a  good  Boy  5. 
and  that  tho'  I  was  but  a  poor  Boy,  if  I  minded  my 
Book,  and  ferved  God,  I  might  mak^  a  gcod  Man. 

I  believe  I  was  frequently  removed  from  one  Tov^n, 
to  another,  perhaps  as  the  Parifhes  difputed  my  fup- 
pofed  Mother's  laft  Settlement.  Whether  I  was  (o 
fhifted  by  Paffes,  or  otherwife,  I  know  not ;  but  the 
Town  where  I  laft  was  kept,  whatever  its  Name 
was,  muft  be  not  far  off  from  the  Sea  Side  ;  for  a 
Mafter  of  a  Ship  who  took  a  Fancy  to  me,  was  the 
firll  that  brought  me  to  a  Place  not  far  from  South  amp- 
ton,  which  I  afterwards  knew  to  be  Bujfeiton,  and 
there  I  tended  the  Carpenters,  and  fuch  People  as 
were  employed  in  Building  a  Ship  for  him ;  and 
when  it  was  done,  tho'  I  was  not  above  Twelve  Years 
old,  he  carried  me  to  Sea  with  him,  on  a  Voyage 
to  NeiJufoundland. 

I  lived  well  enough,  and  pleafed  my  Mafter  (o 
well,  that  he  called  me  his  own  Boy  ;  and  I  would 
have  called  him  Father,  but  he  would  not  allow  it^ 
for  he  had  Children  of  his  own.  I  went  three  or 
four  Voyages  with  him>  and  grew  a  great  fturdy* 
Boy,  v/hen  coming  Home  again  from  the  Banks  of 
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"Nen-vfoundland,  we  were  taken  by  an  Algerim  Rover, 
or  ^lan  of  War ;  which,  if  my  Account  Hands  right, 
was  about  the  Year  1695,  ^^^  7°"  "^^7  be  fure  .1 
kept  no  Journal. 

I  was  not  much  concerned  at  the  Difafler,  tho'  I 
faw  my  Mailer,  after  having  been  wounded  by  a 
Splinter  in  the  Head  during  the  Engagement,  very 
barbaroufly  ufed  by  the  -[urks ;  Ifay^  I  was  not  much 
concerned,  till  upon  fome  unlucky  Thing  I  faid, 
^v■hich,  as  I  remember,  was  about  abufing  my  A4af- 
ter,  they  took  me  and  beat  me  moft  unmercifully 
with  a  flat  Stick  on  the  Soles  of  my  Feet,  fo  that  I 
could  neither  go  or  ftand  for  feveral  Days  together. 

But  my  good  Fortune  was  my  Friend  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion  ;  for  as  they  were  failing  away  with  our  Ship 
in  Tow  as  a  Prize,  lieering  for  the  Streights,  and  in 
Sight  of  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  the  Turkij7:>  Rover  was 
attack'd  by  two  great  Portuguefe  Men  of  War,  and 
taken  and  carried  into  Lisbon, 

As  I  was  not  m.uch  concerned  at  my  Captivity, 
not  indeed  underllanding  the  Confequences  of  it,  if 
it  had  continued  i  fo  I  v/as  not  fuitably  fenfible  of 
my  Deliverance  :  Nor  indeed  was  it  lb  much  a  De- 
liverance to  me,  as  it  would  otherwife  ha'  been ;  for 
m.y  Mafter,  who  was  the  only  Friend  I  had  in  the 
World,  died  at  Lisbon  of  his  Wounds  ;  and  I  being 
then  almoft  reduc'd  to  my  primitive  State,  'viz.  of 
Starving,  had  this  Addition  to  it,  that  it  was  in  a 
Foreign  Country  too,  where  I  knew  nobody,  and 
could  not  fpeak  a  Word  of  their  Language.  How- 
ever, I  fared  better  here  than  I  had  Reafon  to  ex- 
pert ;  for  when  all  the  reft  of  our  Men  had  their  Li- 
berty to  go  where  they  would,  I  that  knew  not  whi- 
ther to  go,  fiaid  in  the  Ship  for  feveral  Days,  till  at 
Length  one  of  the  Lieutenants  feeing  me,  enquired 
what  that  young  Englijh  Dog  did  there^  and  why 
they  did  not  turn  him  on  Shore  ? 
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I  heard  him,  and  partly  underftood  what  he  meant, 
tho'  not  what  he  faid,  and  began  then  to  be  in  a  ter- 
rible Fright;  for  I  knew  not  where  to  get  a  Bit  of 
Bread ;  when  the  Pilot  of  the  Ship,  an  old  Seaman, 
feeing  me  look  very  dull,  came  to  me,  and  fpeaking 
broken  Englijh  to  me,  told  me,  I  muft  be  gone. 
Whither  muil  I  go  (faid  I  ?)  Where  you  will,  {faid 
he),  Home  to  your  own  Country,  if  you  will.  How 
muil:  I  go  thither  (faid  I  r)  Why  have  you  no  Friend 
(faid  he  ?)  No,  (faid  I)  not  in  the  World,  but  that 
Dog,  pointing  to  theShip''s  Dog,  (who  having  ftolc 
a  Piece  of  Meat  juft  before,  had  brought  it  clofe  by 
me,  and  I  had  taken  it  from  him,  and  eat  it)  for  he 
has  been  a  good  Friend,  and  brought  me  my  Dinner. 

Well,  ^cvell,  fays  he,  you  muft  ha^ve your  Dinner  i 
Will  you  go  njjith  me  ?  Tes,  fays  I,  '-asith  alhny  Heart. 
In  ihort,  the  old  Pilot  took  me  Home  with  him,  and 
ufed  me  tolerably  well,  tho*  I  fared  hard  enough, 
and  I  lived  with  him  about  two  Years,  during  Vvdiich 
Time  he  was  folliciting  his  Bufmefs,  and  at  length 
got  to  be  Mailer  or  Pilot  under  Don  Garcia  de  Pime?:- 
tefia  de  Carranjallas,  Captain  of  a  Forfugue/e  Galliov. ,. 
or  Carrack,  which  was  bound  to  Goa  in  the  Eajr- 
Jndies ;  and  immediately  having  gotten  his  Commif- 
fion,  put  me  on  Board  to  look  after  his  Cabbin,  in. 
which  he  had  ilored  himfelf  with  Abundance  of  Li- 
quors, Succades,  Sugar,  Spices,  and  other  Things 
for  his  Accommodation  in  the  Voyage,  and  laid  in 
afterwards  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  European  Goods, 
fine  Lace,  and  Linnen ;  and  alfo  Bays,  Woollen, 
Cloath,  Stuifs,  ^.c.  under  the  Pretence  of  his 
Clothes. 

I  was  too  young  in  the  Trade  to  keep  any  Journal 
of  this  Voyrge,  tho'  my  Maltcr,  who  was  for  a  For- 
tuguefe  a  pretty  good  Artift,  prompted  me  to  it :  But 
my  not  underilanding  the  Language,  was  one  Hin- 
drance ;  at  leail,  it  ierv'ed  me  for  an  Excufe.  How- 
ever,   after  fome  Time,    I  began  to  look  into  his 
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Charts  and  Books ;  and  as  T  could  write  a  tolerable 
Hand,  underllood  fome  Latin ^  and  began  to  have  a 
Smattering  of  the  Poriuguefe  Tongue  ;  lb  I  began  to 
get  a  little  fuperficial  Knowledge  of  Navigation,  but 
not  fuch  as  w^as  likely  to  be  fuificient  to  carry  me 
thro*  a  Life  of  Adventure,  as  mine  was  to  be.  In 
Jhort,  I  learnt  feveral  material  Things  in  this  Voyage 
2Lmoi\gt}\Q  Port ugtiefe :  I  learnt  particularly  to  be  an 
errant  Thief  and  a  bad  Sailor ;  and  I  think  I  may  fay 
they  are  the  beft  Alafters  for  Teaching  both  thefe,  of 
-my  Nation  in  the  World. 

We  made  our  Way  for  the  Eajf-lndies,  by  the 
Coaft  0^  BrafJ'i  not  that  it  is  in  the  Courfe  of  Sailing 
the  Way  thither  j  but  our  Captain,  either  on  his  own 
Account,  or  by  the  Diredlion  of  the  A'lerchants, 
went  thither  firft,  where  at  All  Saints  Bay,  or  as 
they  call  it  in  Portugal,  the  Rio  de  Tcdos  los  Santos, 
we  delivered  near  an  Hundred  Ton  of  Goods,  and 
took  in  a  conliderable  Quantity  of  Gold,  with  fome 
Chefls  of  Sugar,  and  Seventy  or  Eighty  great  Rolls 
of  Tobacco,  every  Roll  weighing  at  leaft  loo 
Weight. 

Here  being  lodged  on  Shore  by  my  Mailer's  Order, 
J  had  the  Charge  of  the  Captain's  Bufmefs,  he  having 
feen  me  very  dilligent  for  my  ov/n  \'lail:er ;  and  in 
Requital  for  his  miilaken  Confidence,  I  found  Means 
to  fecure,  that  is  to  fay,  to  fteal  about  twenty  Moy- 
dores  out  of  the  Gold  that  was  Ihipt  on  Board  by  the 
Merchants,  and  this  was  my  firll  Adventure. 

We  had  a  tolerable  Voyage  from  hence  to  the 
Cape  de  bona  Speranza ;  and  I  was  reputed  as  a 
mighty  diligent  Servant  to  my  Mailer,  and  very 
faithful  (I  was  diligent  indeed,  but  I  was  very  far 
from  honefl;  however,  they  thought  me  honell, 
which  by  the  Way,  was  their  very  great  AliHake) 
upon  this  very  Miftake,  the  Captain  took  a  particular 
I,iking  to  me,  and  employ 'd  me  frequently  on  his 
own  Occafions ;   and  on  the  other  Hand,    in  R.ecom- 
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pence  for  my  officious  Diligence,  I  received  feveraJ 
particular  Favours  from  him ;  particularly,  I  was  by 
the  Captain's  Command,  made  a  kind  of  a  Steward 
under  the  Ship's  Steward,  for  fuch  Proviiions  as  the 
Captain  demanded  for  his  own  Table.  He  had  ano- 
ther Steward  for  his  private  Stores  befides,  but  my 
Office  concerned  only  Vvhat  the  Captain  called  for  of 
the  Ship's  Stores,  for  his  private  Ufe. 
^  However,  by  this  Means  I  had  Opportunity  par-^ 
ticularly  to  take  Care  of  my  Mafter's  iMan,  and  to 
furnifh  myfelf  with  fufficient  ProviHons  to  make  me 
live  much  better  than  the  other  People  in  the  Ship  ; 
for  the  Captain  feldom  ordered  any  Thing  out  of  the 
Ship's  Stores,  as  above,  but  I  fnipt  fome  of  it  for  my 
own  Share.  We  arrived  at  Goa  in  the  Eaji- Indies y 
in  about  feven  Months,  from  hi  short,  and  remained 
there  eight  more  }.  during  which  Time  I  had  indeed 
nothing  to  do,  my  Mailer  being  generally  on  Shore, 
but  to  learn  every  Thing  that  is  wicked  among  the 
Portugue/e,  a  Nation  the  moll  perfidious  and  the 
moil  debauch'd,  the  mofl  infolent  and  cruel,  of  any 
that  pretend  to  call  themfelves  ChrilHans,.  in  the 
World. 

Thieving,  Lying,  Swearing,  Forfwearing,  join'd 
to  the  moil  abominable  Lewdnefs,  was  the  ilated 
Practice  of  the  Ship's  Crew  ;  adding  to  it,  that  with, 
the  moH  unfufterable  Boalls  of  their  new  Coi-rage,^ 
they  were  generally  fpeaking  the  moft  com.pleat 
Cowards  that  I  ever  met  with  ;  and  the  Confequence 
of  their  Cowardice  was  evident  upon  many  Occafions. 
However,  there  was  here  and  there  one  among  them 
that  was  not  fo  bad  as  the  reft ;  and  as  my  Lot  fell 
among  them,  it  made  me  have  the  moft  contempt; t^ 
ble  Thoughts  of  the  rell,  as  indeed  they  deferv'd. 

I  wasexadlly  fitted  for  their  Society  indeed;    for  L 

had  no  Senfe  of  V  irtue  or  Religion  upon  me.       I   had 

never  heard  much  of  either,  except  what  a  good  old 

Parfon  had  faid  to  me  when  I  was  a  Ciiiid  of  about 
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eight  or  nine  Years  old ;  nay,  I  was  preparing,  and* 
growing  up  apace,  to  be  as  wicked  as  any  Body 
could  be,  or  perhaps  ever  was.  Fate  certainly  thus 
diredled  my  Beginning,  knowing  that  I  had  Work 
to  do  in  the  World,  which  nothing  but  one  hardened 
againfl  all  Senfe  of  Honelly  or  Religion,  could  go 
thro;  and  yet  even  in  this  State  of  Original  Wicked- 
nefs,  I  entertained  fuch  a  fettled  Abhorrence  of  the 
abandon'd  Vilenefs  of  the  Portuguefe,  tliat  I  could  not 
but  hate  them  moft  heartily  from  the  Beginning,  and 
all  my  Life  afterwards.  They  were  fo  brutifhly 
wicked,  fo  bafe  and  perfidious,  not  only  to  Stran- 
gers, but  to  one  another ;  fo  meanly  fubmiifive  when 
fubje«5led ;  fo  infolent,  or  barbarous  and  tyrannical 
when  fuperiour,  that  I  thought  there  was  fomething 
in  them  that  fhock'd  my  very  Nature.  Add  to  this, 
that  'tis  natural  to  an  Englijhman  to  hate  a  Coward, 
it  all  joined  together  to  make  the  Devil  and  a  Portu- 
guefe  equally  my  Averfion. 

However,  according  to  the  Englijh  Proverb,  He 
that  is  Ship'd  ^ivith  the  De<vil  mtiji  fail  =Tjjith  the  Denjil ; 
I  was  among  them,  and  1  manag'd  myfelf  as  well  as 
I  could.  My  Mafter  had  consented  that  I  fhould 
aflill  the  Captain  in  the  Office  as  above  i  but  as  I  un- 
derlcood  afterv»'ards,  that  the  Captain  allowed  my  Maf- 
ter Half  a  Moydore  a  Month  for  my  Service,  and 
that  he  had  my  Name  upon  the  Ship's  Books  alfo, 
I  expedled  that  when  the  Ship  came  to  be  paid  four 
Months  Wages  at  the  Indies,  as  they  it  feems  always 
do,    my  Mailer  would  let  me   have  fomething  for 

But  I  v/as  wrong  in  my  Man,  for  he  was  none  of 
that  Kind  :  He  had  taken  me  up  as  in  Diilrefs,  and 
his  Bufinefs  was  to  keep  me  fo,  and  make  his  .Mar- 
ket of  m.e  as  well  as  he  could;  Vv'hich  I  began  to 
think  of  after  a  different  Manner  than  I  did  at  firil  j 
for  at  firft  I  thought  he  had  entertain'^d  me  in  meer 
Charity,  upon  feeing  my  diilrefs'd  Circumilances,  but 
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did  not  doubt,    but  when  he  put  me  on  Board  the 
Ship,  I  fhould  have  fome  Wages  for  my  Service. 

But  he  thought,  it  Teems,  quite  otherwife ;  and 
when  I  procured  one  to  fpeak  to  him  about  it  when 
the  Ship  was  paid  at  Goa^  he  flew  into  the  greateft 
Rage  imaginable,  and  called  me  Englijh  Dog,  young 
Heretick,  and  threatened  to  put  me  into  the  Inqui- 
fition .  Indeed  of  all  the  Names  the  Four  and  Twenty 
Letters  could  make  up,  he  fliould  not  have  called  me 
Heretick;  for  as  I  knew  nothing  about  Religion, 
neither  Protejiant  from  Papift^  or  either  of  them  from 
a  Mahometan,  I  could  never  be  a  Heretick.  How- 
ever, it  pafs'd  but  a  little,  but  as  young  as  I  was, 
I  had  been  carried  into  the  Inquifition ;  and  there,  if 
they  had  ask'd  me,  if  I  was  a  Protejiant  or  a  Catho- 
lick,  I  fhould  have  faid  Yes  to  that  which  came  firil. 
If  it  had  been  the  Protejiant  they  had  ask'd  firft,  it 
had  certainly  made  a  Martyr  of  me  for  I  did  not  know 
what. 

But  the  very  Prieft  they  carried  with  them,  or 
Chaplain  of  the  Ship,  as  we  call  him,  faved  me  ;  for 
feeing  me  a  Boy  entirely  ignorant  of  Religion,  and 
ready  to  do  or  iay  any  Thing  they  bid  me,  he  ask'd 
me  fome  Queflions  about  it,  which  he  found  I  an- 
fwered  fo  very  iimply,  that  he  took  it  upon  him  to 
tell  them,  he  would  anfwer  for  my  being  a  good  Ca- 
tholick ;  and  he  hoped  he  fhould  be  the  Means  of  fa- 
ving  my  Soul ;  and  he  pleafed  himfelf,  that  it  was  to 
be  a  Work  of  Merit  to  him  j  fo  he  made  me  as  good  a 
Paptjl  as  any  of  them  in  about  a  Week's  Time. 

I  then  told  him  my  Cafe  about  my  Mailer  how,  it 
is  true,  he  had  taken  me  up  in  a  miferable  Cafe,  on 
Board  a  Man  of  War  at  Lisbon ;  and  I  was  indebted 
to  him  for  brirging  me  on  Board  thic  Ship ;  that  if  I 
had  been  left  at  Lisbon,  I  might  have  ftarv'd,  and 
the  like :  And  therefore  I  was  Vvilling  to  ferve  him  ; 
but  that  I  hop'd  he  would  give  me  iome  little  CJon-^. 
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federation  for  my  Service,  or  let  me  know  how  long 
he  expeded  I  fhould  ferve  him  for  nothing. 

It  was  all  one  i  neither  the  Prieft  or  any  one  elfe 
could  prevail  with  him,  but  that  I  was  not  his  Ser^ 
vant  but  his  Slave ;  that  he  took  me  in  the  Algerine ; 
and  that  I  was  a  Turk,  only  pretended  to  be  an  En- 
glijh  Boy,  to  get  my  Liberty,  and  he  would  carry 
me  to  the  Inquifition  as  a  Turk. 

This  frighted  me  out  of  my  Wits;  for  I  had  no 
Body  to  vouch  for  me  what  I  was,  or  from  whence 
I  came  ;  but  the  good  Padre  Antonio,  for  that  v/as 
his  Name,  cleared  me  of  that  Part  by  a  Way  I  did 
not  underftand :  For  he  came  to  me  one  Morning 
with  two  Sailors,  and  told  me  they  mull  fearch  me, 
to  bear  Witnefs  that  I  was  not  a  Turk.  I  was  arnaz'd 
at  them,  and  frighted  ;  and  did  not  underftand  them  ; 
nor  could  I  imagine  what  they  intended  to  do  to  me> 
However,  ftripping  me,  they  were  foon  fatisfy'd  ; 
and  Father  Anthony  bad  me  be  eafy,  for  they  could 
all  Witnefs  that  I  was  no  Turk.  So  I  efcaped  that 
Part  of  my  Matter's  Cruelty. 

And  now  I  refolved  from  that  Time  to  run  away 
from  him  if  I  could;  but  there  was  no  doing  of  it 
there  ;  for  there  vvere  not  Ships  of  any  Nation  in  the 
World  in  that  Port,  except  two  or  three  Perjian  Vef 
fels  from  Ormus;  fo  that  if  I  had  ofFer'd  to  go  away 
from  him,  he  would  have  had  me  feized  on  Shore, 
and  brought  on  Board  by  Force.  So  that  I  had  no 
Remedy  but  Patience,  and  this  he  brought  to  an  End 
too  as  foon  as  he  could  ;  for  after  this  he  began  to  ufe 
me  ill,  and  not  only  to  ftraiten  my  Provifions,  but  to 
beat  and  torture  me  in  a  barbarous  Manner  for  every 
Trifle ;  fo  that  in  a  Word  my  Life  began  to  be  very 
miferable. 

The  Violence  of  this  Ufage  of  me,  and  the  Im.- 
poffibility  of  my  Efcape  from  his  Hands,  fet  my 
Head  a-working  upon  ail  Sorts  of  Mifchief ;  and  in 
particular,  I  iciolved;,  after  iludying  all  other  Ways 
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to  deliver  my  felf,  and  finding  all  ineffedual;  I  fay, 
I  refolved  to  murther  him.  With  this  Hellifh  Re- 
folution  in  my  Head,  I  fpent  whole  Nights  and 
Days  contriving  how  to  put  it  in  Execution,  the 
Devil  prompting  me  very  warmly  to  the  Fa(^.  I 
was  indeed  entirely  at  a  Lofs  for  the  Means ;  for  I 
had  neither  Gun  or  Sword,  nor  any  Weapon  to  af- 
fault  him  with.  Poifon  I  had  my  Thoughts  much 
upon,  but  knew  not  where  to  get  any ;  or  if  I  might 
have  got  it,  I  did  not  know  the  Country  Word  for 
it,  or  by  what  Name  to  afk  for  it. 

In  this  Manner  I  was  guilty  of  the  Fa6l  intention- 
ally a  Hundred  and  a  Hundred  Times  y  but  Provi- 
dence, either  for  his  fake,  or  for  mine,  always  fruf- 
trated  my  Defigns,  and  I  could  never  bring  it  to 
pafs;  fo  I  was  obliged  to  continue  in  his  Chains  till 
the  Ship,  having  taken  in  her  Loading,  fet  Sail  for 
Portugal. 

I  can  fay  nothing  here  to  the  Manner  of  our  Voy- 
age; for  as  I  faid,  I  kept  no  Journal;  but  this  I 
can  give  an  Account  of,  that  having  been  once  as 
high  as  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  we  call  it ;  or  Ca^ 
bo  de  bona  Speranza,  as  they  call  it,  we  were  driven 
back  again  by  a  violent  Storm  from  the  W.  S.  W, 
which  held  us  fix  Days  and  Nights,  a  great  Way 
to  the  Eaftw^ard ;  and  after  that  running  afore  the 
Wind  for  feveral  Days  more,  we  at  laft  came  to  an 
Anchor  on  the  Coail:  of  Madagafcar. 

The  Storm  had  been  fo  violent,  that  the  Ship  had 
received  a  great  deal  of  Damage,  and  it  required 
fome  time  to  repair  her ;  fo  fianding  in  nearer  the 
Shore,  the  Pilot,  My  Majier,  brought  the  Ship  into 
a  very  good  Road,  where  we  rid  in  Twenty  fix  Fa- 
thom Water,  about  Haifa  Mile  from  the  Shore. 

While  the  Ship  rode  here,  there  happen'd  a  moft 
defperate  Mutiny  among  the  Men,  upon  Account  of 
fome  Deficiency  in  their  Allowance,  which  came  to 
that  Height,  that  they  threaten'd  the  Captain  to  fet 
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him  on  Shore,  and  go  back  with  the  Ship  to  Goa. 
I  wifh'd  they  wouM,  with  all  my  Heart,  for  I  was 
full  of  Milchief  in  my  Head,  and  ready  enough  to 
do  any.  So,  tho'  1  was  but  a  Boy,  as  they  called 
me,  yet  I  prompted  the  Mifchief  all  I  could,  and 
embarked  in  it  (o  openly,  that  I  efcap'd  very  little 
being  hangM  in  the  firft  and  moll  early  Part  of  my 
Life ;  for  the  Captain  had  fome  Notice,  that  there 
was  a  Defign  laid  by  fome  of  the  Company  to  mur- 
ther  him ;  and  having  partly  by  Money  and  Promi- 
fes,  and  partly  by  Threatning  and  Torture,  brought 
two  Fellows  to  confefs  the  Particulars,  and  the  Names 
of  the  Perfons  concerned,  they  were  prefently  appre- 
hended, till  one  accufing  another,  no  lefs  than  fix- 
teen  Men  were  feized,  and  put  into  Irons,  whereof 
I  was  one. 

The  Captain,  v/ho  was  made  defperate  by  his 
Danger,  refolving  to  clear  the  Ship  of  his  Enemies, 
try'd  us  all,  and  we  were  all  condemned  to  die. 
The  Manner  of  his  Procefs  I  was  too  young  to  take 
Notice  of;  but  the  Purfer  and  one  of  the  Gunners 
were  hang'd  immediately,  and  I  expe6led  it  with  the 
reft.  I  do  not  remember  any  great  Concern  I  was 
under  about  it,  only  that  I  cry'd  very  much;  for  I 
knew  little  then  of  this  World,  and  nothing  at  all. 
of  the  next. 

However,  the  Captain  contented  himfelf  with  ex- 
ecuting thefe  tvvo;  and  Tcme  of  the  reft,  upon  their 
humble  Submiftion,  and  Prcmife  of  future  good  Be- 
haviour, were  pardoned;  but  £ve  were  ordered  to 
be  fet  on  Shore  on  the  Ifland,  and  left  there,  of 
which  I  was  one.  My  Mafter  ufed  all  his  Intereft 
-witli  the  Captain  to  have  me  exculed,  buf  could  not 
obtain  it;  for  fomebody  having  tcld  him  that  I  was 
one  of  them,  who  was  fmgled  out  to  have  killed 
him,  when  my  Msiter  ociired  I  might  not  be  fet  on 
Shore,  the  Captain  told  him,  I  fhoula  ftay  on  Board 
if  he  defired  it,  but  then  1  ihould  be  hang'd;  fo  he 
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might  chufe  for  me  which  he  thought  beft  :  The 
Captain,  it  feems,  was  particularly  provok'd  at  my 
being  concerned  in  the  Treachery,  becaufe  of  his 
having  been  fo  kind  to  me,  and  of  his  having  fmgled 
me  out  to  ferve  him,  as  I  have  faid  above;  and 
this  perhaps  obliged  him  to  give  my  Mailer  fuch 
a  rough  Choice,  either  to  fet  me  on  Shore,  or  to 
have  me  hang'd  on  Board :  And  had  my  Mailer 
indeed  known  what  good  Will  I  had  for  him,  he 
would  not  ha'  been  long  in  chufmg  for  me;  for  I 
had  certainly  determined  to  do  him  a  Mifchief  the 
firft  Opportunity  I  had  had  for  it.  This  was  there- 
fore a  good  Providence  for  me,  to  keep  me  from 
dipping  my  Hands  in  Blood,  and  it  made  me  more 
tender  afterwards  in  Matters  of  Blood,  than  I  believe 
I  fhould  otherwife  have  been.  But  as  to  my  being 
one  of  them  that  was  to  kill  the  Captain,  that  I  was 
wrong'd  in,  for  I  was  not  the  Perfon ;  but  it  was  real- 
ly one  of  them  that  were  pardoned,  he  having  the 
good  Luck  not  to  have  that  Part  difcovered. 

I  was  now  to  enter  upon  a  Part  of  independent 
Life,  a  thing  I  was  indeed  very  ill  prepared  to  ma- 
nage; for  I  was  perfe6:ly  loofe  and  diftolute  in  my 
Behaviour,  bold  and  wicked  while  I  was  under  Go- 
vernment, and  now  perfe(5tly  unfit  to  be  trufted  with 
Liberty ;  for  I  was  as  ripe  for  any  Villainy,  as  a 
young  Fellow  that  had  no  folid  Thought  ever  placed 
in  his  Mind  could  be  fuppofed  to  be.  Education,  as 
you  have  heard,  I  had  none ;  and  all  the  little  Scenes 
of  Life  I  had  pafs'd  thro%  had  been  full  of  Dangers 
and  defperate  Circumflances ;  but  I  was  either  fo 
young,  or  fo  flupid,  that  I  efcaped  the  Grief  and 
Anxiety  of  them,  for  want  of  having  a  Senfe  of  their 
Tendency  and  Confequences. 

This  thoughtlefs,  unconcerned  Tem.per  had  one 
Felicity  indeed  in  it,  that  it  made  me  daring  and 
ready  for  doing  any  Mifchief,  and  kept  off  the  Sor- 
row which  otherwife  ought  to  have  attended  me 

wheii 


1 6  ^he  Adventures  of 

when  I  fell  into  any  Mifchief;  that  this  Stupiditv 
was  inftead  of  a  Happinefs  to  me,  for  it  left'  my 
Thoughts  free  to  a6l  upon  Means  of  Efcape  and  De- 
liverance in  my  Diftrefs,  however  great  it  might  be; 
whereas  my  Companions  in  the  ]3illrefs,  were  fo 
funk  by  their  Fear  and  Grief,  that  they  abandoned 
themfelves  to  the  Miiery  of  their  Condition,  and 
gave  over  all  Thought  but  of  their  perifhing  and 
ftarving,  being  devoured  by  wild  Beafts,  murthered, 
and  perhaps  eaten  by  Cannibals,  and  the  like. 

I  was  but  a  young  Fellow  about  17  or  18;  but 
hearing  what  was  to  be  my  Fate,  I  received  it  with 
no  Appearance  of  Difcouragement;  but  I  afked  what 
my  M after  faid  to  it,  and  being  told  that  he  had 
ufed  his  utmoft  Intereft  to  fave  me,  but  the  Captain 
had  anfwered  I  fhould  either  go  on  Shore  or  be  hang- 
ed on  Board,  which  he  pleafed ;  I  then  gave  over  all 
Hope  of  being  received  again :  I  was  not  very  thank- 
ful in  my  Thoughts  to  my  Mafter  for  his  foliciting 
the  Captain  for  me,  becaufe  I  knew  that  what  he 
did  was  not  in  Kindnefs  to  me,  fo  much  as  in  Kind- 
nefs  to  himfelf  i  I  mean  to  preferve  the  Wages  which 
he  got  for  me,  which  amounted  to  above  fix  Dollars 
a  Month,  including  what  the  Captain  allowed  hira 
for  my  particular  Service  to  him. 

When  I  underftood  that  my  Mafter  was  fo  appa- 
rently kind,  I  aiked  if  I  might  not  be  admitted  to 
fpeak  with  him,  and  they  told  me  I  might,  if  my 
Mafter  would  come  down  to  me,  but  I  could  not  be 
allowed  to  come  up  to  him;  fo  then  I  defired  my 
Mafter  might  be  told  to  come  to  me,  and  he  accord- 
ingly came  to  me ;  I  fell  on  my  Knees  to  him,  and 
begg'd  he  would  forgive  me  what  I  had  done  to  dif- 
pleafe  him ;  and  indeed  the  Reiolution  I  had  taken 
to  murther  him,  lay  witli  Ibme  Hcrrour  upon  my 
Mind  juft  at  that  Time,  fo  that  I  was  once  juft  a- 
going  to  confcfs  it,  and  beg  him  to  forgive  me,  but 
1  kept  it  in :  He  faid  he  had  done  all  he  could  to 
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obtain  my  Pardon  of  the  Captain,  but  could  not; 
and  he  knew  no  Way  for  me  but  to  have  Patience^ 
and  fubmit  to  my  Fate ;  and  if  they  came  to  fpeak 
with  any  Ship  of  their  Nation  at  the  Cape,  he  would 
endeavour  to  have  them  ftand  in,  and  fetch  us  off  a- 
gain  if  we  might  be  found. 

Then  I  begg'd  I  might  have  my  Clothes  on  Shore 
with  me.  He  told  me  he  was  afraid  I  fhould  have 
little  Need  of  Clothes,  for  he  did  not  fee  how  we 
could  long  fubfill  on  the  Ifland,  and  that  he  had 
been  infbrm'd  that  the  Inhabitants  were  Cannibals  or 
Men-eaters  {tho'  he  had  no  Reafon  for  that  Suggef. 
tion)  and  we  fliould  not  be  able  to  live  among  them. 
I  told  him  I  was  not  fo  afraid  of  that,  as  I  was  of 
llarving  for  want  of  Victuals ;  and  as  for  the  Inhabi- 
tants being  Cannibals,  I  believed  we  fhould  be  more 
likely  to  eat  them,  than  they  us,  if  we  could  but  get 
at  them  :  But  I  was  mightily  concerned,  I  faid,  we 
fhould  have  no  Weapons  with  us  to  defend  our  felves, 
and  I  begg'd  nothing  now,  but  that  he  would  give  me 
a  Gun  and  a  Sward,  with  a  little  Powder  aiid  Shot. 

He  fmiled  and  faid,  they  would  l^gnify  nothing 
to  us,  for  it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  pretend  to  pre- 
ferve  our  Lives  among  fuch  a  populous  and  defperate 
Nation  as  the  People  of  the  Ifland  were.  I  told  him, 
that  however  it  would  do  us  this  Good,  for  we  fhould 
not  be  devoured  or  deftroy'd  immediately ;  fo  I  beg- 
ged hard  for  the  Gun.  At  laft  he  told  me,  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  Captain  would  give  him 
Leave  to  give  me  a  Gun,,  and  if  not,  he  durfl  not 
do  it;  but  he  promifed  to  ufe  his  Interefl  to  obtain 
it  for  me,  which  he  did,  and  the  next  Day  he  fent 
me  a  Gun,  with  Tome  Ammunition,  but  told  me, 
the  Captain  would  not  fuffer  the  Ammunition  to  be 
given  us,  till  we  were  fet  all  on  Shore,  and  till  he 
was  juft  going  to  fet  Sail.  He  alfo  fent  me  the  few 
Clothes  I  had  in  the  Ship,  which  indeed  were  not 
jnany 
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Two  Days  after  this  we  were  all  carried  on  Shore 
together;  the  reft  of  my  Fellow-Criminals  hearing  I 
had  a  Gun,  and  fome  Powder  and  Shot,  folicited  for 
Liberty  to  carry  the  like  with  them,  which  was  alfo 
granted  them ;  and  thus  we  were  fet  on  Shore  to  fhift 
for  our  felves. 

At  our  firft  coming  into  the  Ifland,  we  were  ter- 
rified exceedingly  with  the  Sight  of  the  barbarous 
People ;  whofe  Figure  was  made  more  terrible  to  us 
than  really  it  was,  by  the  Report  we  had  of  them 
from  the  Seamen ;  but  when  v/e  came  to  converfe 
with  them  a  while,  we  found  they  were  not  Cayini- 
hals,  as  was  reported,  or  fuch  as  would  fall  imme- 
diately upon  us  and  eat  us  up ;  but  they  came  and 
fat  down  by  us,  and  wondered  much  at  our  Clothes 
and  Arms,  and  made  Signs  to  give  us  fome  Victuals, 
fuch  as  they  had,  which  was  only  Roots  and  Plants 
dug  out  of  the  Ground,  for  the  prefent,  but  they 
brought  us  Fowls  and  Flelh.  afterwards  in  good 
Plenty. 

This  encouraged  the  other  four  Men  that  were 
with  me  very  much,  for  they  were  quite  dejefled  be- 
fore; but  now  they  began  to  be  very  familiar  with 
them,  and  made  Signs,  that  if  they  would  ufe  us 
kindly,,  we  would  ftay  and  live  with  them ;  which 
they  feemed  glad  of,  tho'  they  knew  little  of  the 
Neceffity  v/e  v/ere  under  to  do  fo,  or  how  much  we 
were  afraid  of  them. 

However,  upon  other  Thoughts,  we  refolved  that 
we  would  only  ftay  in  that  Part  fo  long  as  the  Ship 
rid  in  the  Bay,  and  then  making;  them  believe  we 
were  gone  v.  ith  the  Ship,  we  would  go  and  place  our 
felves,  if  poflible,  where  there  were  no  Inhabitants 
to  be  feen,  and  fo  live  as  we  could,  or  perhaps  watch 
for  a  Ship  that  might  be  driven  upon  the  Coaft,  as 
we  were. 

The  Ship  continued  a  Fortnight  in  the  Road  re- 
pairing fome  Damage  which  had  been  done  her  in 
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the  late  Storm,  and  taking  in  Wood  and  Water ;  and 
during  this  Time  the  Boat  coming  often  on  Shore, 
the  Men  brought  us  feveral  Refreihments,  and  the 
Nati\^es  believing  we  only  belong'd  to  the  Ship,  were 
civil  enough.  We  lived  in  a  Kind  of  a  Tent  on  the 
Shore,  or  rather  a  Hut,  which  we  made  with  the 
Boughs  of  Trees,  and  fometimes  in  the  Night  retired 
to  a  Wood  a  little  out  of  their  Way,  to  let  them 
think  we  were  gone  on  Board  the  Ship.  However, 
we  found  them  barbarous,  treacherous,  and  villainous 
enough  in  their  Nature,  only  civil  for  Fear,  and 
therefore  concluded  we  {hould  foon  fall  into  their 
Hands  when  the  Ship  was  gone. 

The  Senfe  of  this  wrought  upon  my  Fellow-Suffer- 
ers even  to  Dillradlion ;  and  one  of  them,  being  a 
Carpenter,  in  his  mad  Fit,  fwam  off  to  the  Ship  in 
the  Night,  tho'  fhe  lay  then  a  League  to  Sea,  and 
made  fuch  pitiful  Moan  to  be  taken  in,  that  the  Cap- 
tain was  prevailed  with  at  lail  to  take  him  in,  tho* 
they  let  him  lye  fwimming  three  Hours  in  the  Water 
before  he  consented  to  it. 

Upon  this,  and  his  humble  Submiffion,  the  Cap- 
tain received  him,  and,  in  a  Word,  the  Importunity 
of  this  Man  (who  for  fome  Time  petitioned  to  be  taken 
in,  tho'  they  hanged  him  as  foon  as  they  had  him) 
was  fuch  as  could  not  be  refilled  ;  for,  after  he  had 
fwam  fo  long  about  the  Ship,  he  was  not  able  to  have 
reached  the  Shore  again  ;  and  the  Captain  faw  evi- 
dently that  the  Man  mull  be  taken  on  Board,  or  fuf- 
fered  to  drown,  and  the  whole  Ship's  Company  of- 
fering to  be  bound  for  him  for  his  good  Behaviour, 
the  Captain  at  lail  yielded,  and  he  was  taken  up, 
but  almiofl  dead  with  his  being  fo  long  in  the  Water. 

When  this  Man  was  got  in,  he  never  left  importu- 
ning the  Captain  and  all  the  red  of  the  Officers  in  Be- 
half of  us  that  were  behind,  but  to  the  very  lail  Day 
the  Captain  was  inexorable;  when,  at  the  Time 
their  Preparations  were  making  to  fail,  and  Orders 
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given  to  hoift  the  Boats  into  the  Ship,  all  the  Sea- 
men  in  a  Body  came  up  to  the  Rail  of  the  Quarter- 
Deck,  where  the  Captain  was  walking  with  fome  of 
his  Officers,  and  appointing  the  Boatlwain  to  fpeak 
for  them,  he  went  up,  and  falling  on  his  Knees  ta 
the  Captain,  begged  of  him  in  the  humbleil  manner 
poffible,  to  receive  the  four  Men  on  Board  again, 
offering  to  anfwer  for  their  Fidelity,  or  to  have  them, 
kept  in  Chains  till  they  came  to  Lijbon,  and  there 
to  be  delivered  up  to  Juflice,  rather  than,  as  they 
faid,  to  have  them  left  to  be  murthered  by  Savages^ 
or  devoured  by  wild  Beafts.  It  was  a  great  while 
e'er  the  Captain  took  any  Notice  of  them,  but  when 
he  did  he  ordered  the  Boatfwain  to  be  feized,  and 
threatned  to  bring  him  to  the  Capftern  for  fpeaking 
for  them. 

Upon  this  Severity,  one  of  the  Seamen,  bolder 
than  the  reft,  but  ftill  with  all  poffible  Refpeft  to  the 
Captain,  befought  his  Honour,  as  he  called  him, 
that  he  would  give  Leave  to  fome  more  of  them  to  go 
on  Shore,  and  die  with  their  Companions,  or,  if 
poffible,  to  affift  them:  to  refill  the  Barbarians.  The 
Captain,  rather  provoked  than  cow'd  with  this,  came 
to  the  Barricado  of  the  Quarter-Deck,  and  fpeaking 
very  prudently  to  the  Men,  ^for,  had  he  fpoken 
roughly,  two  Thirds  of  them  would  have  left  the 
Ship,  if  not  all  of  them)  he  told  them,  it  was  for 
their  Safety  as  well  as  his  own,  that  he  had  been  obli- 
ged to  that  Severity  -■,  that  Mutiny  on  Board  a  Ship 
was  the  fame  Thing  as  Treafon  in  the  King's  Palace, 
and  he  could  not  anfwer  it  to  his  Owners  and  Em- 
ployers to  truft  the  Ship  and  Goods  committed  to  his 
Charge,  with  Men  who  had  entertained  Thoughts 
of  the  worft  and  blackeft  Nature ;  that  he  wiflied 
heartily  that  it  had  been  any  where  elfe  that  they  had 
been  fet  on  Shore,  where  they  might  have  been  in 
lefs  Hazard  from  the  Savages ;  that  if  he  had  defign'd 
they  fhould  be  deftroyed,  he  could  as  well  have  exe- 
cuted 
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cuted  them  on  Board  as  the  other  two  ;  that  he  wifh'd 
it  had  been  in  fome  other  Part  of  the  World,  where 
he  might  have  delivered  them  up  to  the  Civil  Jullice, 
or  might  have  left  them  among  Chriftians ;  but  that 
it  was  better  their  Lives  were  put  in  Hazard,  than 
his  Life,  and  the  Safety  of  the  Ship ;  and  that  tho' 
he  did  not  know  that  he  had  deferved  fo  ill  of  any  of 
them,  as  that  they  Ihould  leave  the  Ship,  rather  than 
do  their  Duty ;  yet  if  any  of  them  were  refolved  to 
do  fo  unlefs  he  would  conlent  to  take  a  Gang  of  Tray- 
tors  on  Board,  who,  as  he  had  proved  before  them 
all,  had  confpired  to  murder  him,  he  would  not  hin- 
der them,  nor,  for  the  prefent,  would  he  refent  their 
Importunity ;  but  if  there  was  nobody  left  in  the 
Ship  but  himfelf,  he  would  never  confent  to  take 
them  on  Board. 

This  Difcourfe  was  delivered  fo  well,  was  in  itfelf 
fo  reafonable,  was  managed  with  fo  much  Temper, 
yet  fo  boldly  concluded  with  a  Negative,  that  the 
greatefl  Part  of  the  Men  were  fatisfied  for  the  prefent : 
However,  as  it  put  the  Men  into  Jun6lo*s  and  Cabals, 
and  they  were  not  compofed  for  fome  Hours ;  the 
Wind  alfo  flackening  towards  Night,  the  Captain 
ordered  not  to  weigh  till  next  Morning. 

The  fame  Night  23  of  the  Men,  among  whom 
was  the  Gunner's  Mate,  the  Surgeon's  AlMant,  and 
two  Carpenters,  applying  to  the  Chief  Mate,  told 
him,  that  as  the  Captain  had  given  them  Leave  to 
go  on  Shore  to  their  Comrades,  they  begged,  that 
he  would  fpeak  to  the  Captain  not  to  take  it  ill  that 
they  were  defirous  to  go  and  die  with  their  Compa- 
nions ;  and  that  they  thought  they  could  do  no  lefs 
in  fuch  an  Extremity,  than  go  to  them  ;  becaufe  if 
there  was  any  Way  to  fave  their  Lives,  it  was  by  ad- 
ding to  their  Numbers,  and  making  them  ftrong 
enough  to  affifl:  one  another  in  defending  themfelv'es 
againft  the  Savages,    till  perhaps  they  might  one 

Time 
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Time  or  other  find  Means  to  make  their  Efcape,  and 
get  to  their  own  Country  again. 

The  Mate  told  them  in  {o  many  Words,  that  he 
durft  not  fpeak  to  the  Captain  upon  any  fuch  Defign, 
and  was  very  forry  they  had  no  more  Refpedt  for 
him,  than  to  defire  him  to  go  of  fuch  an  Errand  ; 
but  if  they  were  refolved  upon  fuch  an  Enterprize, 
he  would  advife  them  to  take  the  Long-Bcat  in  the 
Morning  betimes,  and  go  off,  feeirg  the  Captain  had 
given  them  Leave,  and  leave  a  civil  Letter  behind 
them  to  the  Captain,  and  to  defire  him  to  fend  his 
Men  on  Shore  for  the  Boat,  which  fhould  be  delivered 
very  honeftly,  and  he  promifed  to  keep  their  Counfel 
fo  long. 

Accordingly  an  Hour  before  Day,  thofe  23  Men, 
with  every  Man,  a  Firelock  and  Cutlafs,  with  fome 
Piftols,  three  Halbards  or  Half-Pikes,  and  good  Store 
of  Powder  and  Ball,  without  any  Provifion  but  about 
Half  an  Hundred  of  Bread,  but  with  all  their  Chells 
and  Clothes,  Tools,  Inftruments,  Books,  tffc.  em- 
barked themfelves  (o  filentiy,  that  the  Captain  got  no 
Notice  of  it  till  they  were  gotten  half  the  Way  on 
Shore. 

As  foon  as  the  Captain  heard  of  it,  he  called  for 
the  Gunder's  A'late,  the  Chief  Gunner  being  at  that 
Time  fick  in  his  Cahhin,  and  ordered  to  fire  at  them  ; 
but,  to  his  great  Mortification,  the  Gunner's  Mate 
was  one  of  the  Number,  and  was  gone  with  them; 
and  indeed  it  was  by  his  Means  they  got  fo  many 
Arms,  and  fo  much  Ammunition.  When  the  Cap- 
tain found  how  it  was,  and  that  there  was  no  Help 
for  it,  he  began  to  be  a  little  appeafed,  made  light 
of  it,  and  called  up  the  Men,  fpoke  kindly  to  them, 
and  told  them  he  was  very  well  fatisfied  in  the  Fide- 
lity and  Ability  of  thofe  that  were  now  left ;  and  that 
he  would  give  to  them,  for  tlieir  Encouragement,  to 
be  divided  among  them,  the  Wages  which  was  due 
to  the  Men  that  were  gone ;    and  that  it  was  a  great 
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Satisfaftion  to  him  that  the  Ship  was  freed  from  fach  a 
mutinous  Rabble,  who  had  not  the  leaft  Reafon  for 
their  Difcontent. 

The  Alen  feemed  very  well  fatisfied,  and  particu- 
larly the  Promife  of  the  Wages  of  thofe  that  were 
gone,  went  a  great  Way  with  them.  After  this  the 
Letter  which  was  left  by  the  Men  was  given  to  the 
Captain,  by  his  Boy,  with  whom,  it  feems,  the 
Men  had  left  it.  The  Letter  was  much  to  the  fame 
Purpofe  of  what  they  had  faid  to  the  Mate,  and 
which  he  declined  to  fay  for  them ;  only  that  at  the 
End  of  their  Letter  they  told  the  Captain,  that  as 
they  had  no  difhoneft  Defign,  fo  they  had  taken  no- 
thing away  with  them  which  was  not  their  own,  ex- 
cept fome  Arms  and  Ammunition,  fuch  as  were  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  them,  as  well  for  their  Defence 
againft  the  Savages,  as  to  kill  Fowls  or  Bealb  for 
their  Food,  that  they  might  not  periili ;  and  as  there 
were  confiderable  Sums  due  to  them  for  Wages,  they 
hoped  he  would  allow  the  Arms  and  Ammunition 
upon  their  Accounts.  They  told  him,  that  as  to 
the  Ship's  Long-Boat  which  they  had  taken  to  bring 
them  on  Shore,  they  knew  it  was  neceffary  to  him, 
and  they  were  very  willing  to  rellore  it  to  him ;  and 
if  he  pleafed  to  fend  for  it,  it  fhould  be  very  honeftly 
delivered  to  his  Men,  and  not  the  leaft  Injury  offered 
to  any  of  thofe  who  came  for  it,  nor  the  leall  Perfua- 
lion  or  Invitation  made  ufe  of  to  any  of  them  to  ftay 
with  them  ;  and  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Letter  they 
very  humbly  befought  him,  that  for  their  Defence, 
and  for  the  Safety  of  their  Lives  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  fend  them  a  Barrel  of  Powder,  and  fome  Ammu- 
nition, and  give  them  Leave  to  keep  the  Maft  and 
Sail  of  the  Boat,  that  if  it  v/as  poffible  for  them  to 
make  themfelves  a  Boat  of  any  Kind,  they  might 
ffiift  off  to  Sea  to  fave  themfelves  in  fuch  Part  of  the 
World  as  their  Fate  Ihould  dired  them  to. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  the  Captain,  who  had  won  much  upon 
the  reft  of  \\.'  Men  by  what  he  had  faid  to  them,  and 
was  very  ealy  as  to  the  General  Peace  ;  (for  it  was 
very  true,  that  the  moft  mutinous  of  the  Men  were 
gone)  came  out  to  the  Quarter-Deck,  and  calling 
the  Men  together,  let  them  know  the  Subftance  of 
the  Letter ;  and  told  the  Men,  that  however  they 
had  not  deferred  fuch  Civility  from  him,  yet  he  was 
not  willing  to  expofe  them  more  than  they  were  wil- 
ling to  expofe  themfelves,  he  was  inclined  to  fend  'em 
fome  Ammunition  ;  and  as  they  had  defired  but  one 
Barrel  of  Powder,  he  would  fend  them  two  Barrels, 
and  Shot,  or  Lead,  and  Moulds  to  make  Shot  in 
Proportion  :  And,  to  let  them  fee  that  he  was  civil- 
ler  to  them  than  they  deferved,  he  ordered  a  Cask  of 
Arrack,  and  a  great  Bag  of  Bread  to  be  fent  them  for 
Subiiftence,  till  they  fhould  be  able  to  furnifh  them- 
felves. 

The  reft  of  the  Men  applauded  the  Captain's  Ge- 
nerofity,  and  every  one  of  them  fent  us  fomething  or 
other  ',  and  about  three  in  the  Afternoon  the  Pinnace 
came  on  Shore,  and  brought  us  all  thefe  Things, 
which  we  were  very  glad  of,  and  returned  the  Long- 
Boat  accordingly  ;  and  as  to  the  Men  that  came  with 
the  Pinnace,  as  the  Captain  had  ftngled  out  fuch 
Men  as  he  knew  would  not  come  over  to  u-s,  fo  they 
had  pofitive  Orders  not  to  bring  any  one  of  us  on 
Board  again,  upon  Pain  of  Death  ;  and  indeed  both 
were  fo  true  to  our  Points,  that  we  neither  afk'd  them 
to  ftay,  nor  they  us  to  go. 

We  were  now  a  good  Troop,  being  in  all  27  Men, 
very  well  armed  and  provided  with  every  Thing  but 
Viduals ;  we  had  two  Carpenters  among  us,  a  Gun- 
ner, and  which  was  worth  all  the  reft,  a  Surgeon 
or  Dodor,  that  is  to  fay,  he  was  an  Afliftant  to  a 
Surgeon  at  Goa,  and  was  entertained  as  Supernume- 
rary with  us:  The  Carpenters  had  brought  all  their 
Tools,  the  Dodor  all  his  Inftruments  and  Medicines, 
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and  Indeed  we  had  a  great  deal  of  Baggage,  that  is 
to  fay,  in  the  whole,  ^or  Jo fne  of  us  h.2i6.  little  more 
than  the  Clothes  on  our  Backs,  of  whom  I  was  one ; 
but  I  had  one  Thing  which  none  of  them  had,  'viz. 
I  had  the  2  2  Moydores  of  Gold,  which  I  Hole  at  the 
Brajils,  and  two  Pieces  of  Eight.  The  two  Pieces  of 
Eight  I  fhewed,  and  one  Moydore,  bat  no  more ; 
and  none  of  them  ever  fufjx'dted  that  I  had  any  more 
Money  in  the  World,  having  been  known  to  be  only 
a  poor  Boy  taken  up  in  Charity,  as  you  have  heard, 
and  uled  like  a  Slave,  and  in  the  worft  Manner  of  a 
Slave,  by  my  cruel  Mailer  the  Pilot. 

It  will  be  eafy  to  imagine  we  four,  that  were  left 
atfiril,  were  joyful,  nay,  even  furprized  with  Joy, 
at  the  coming  of  the  reft,  tlio'  at  firft  we  were  fright- 
ed, and  thought  they  came  to  fetch  us  back  to  hang 
us  ;  but  they  took  Ways  quickly  to  fatisfy  us  that 
they  were  in  the  fame  Condition  with  us,  only  with 
this  additional  Circumftance,  that  theirs  was  volun- 
tarily, and  ours  by  Force. 

The  firrt  Piece  of  Nevvs  they  told  us  after  the  Ihori; 
Hiftory  of  their  coming  away,  was,  that  our  Com- 
panion was  on  Board,  but  how  he  got  thither  we 
could  not  imagine ;  for  he  had  given  us  the  Slip,  and 
we  never  imagined  he  could  fwim  fo  well  as  to  ven- 
ture oft  to  the  Ship,  which  lay  at  fo  great  a  Diilance  ; 
nay,  we  did  not  fo  much  as  know  that  he  could  fwim. 
at  all,  and  not  thinking  any  Thing  of  what  really 
happen'd,  we  thought  he  muil  have  wandered  into 
the  Woodsj  and  was  devoured,  or  was  fallen  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Natives  and  was  murdered  ;  and  thei'e 
Thoughts  filed  us  with  Fears  enough,  and  of  feve- 
ral  Kind?,  about  its  being  fome  Time  or  other  our 
Lot  to  fall  into  their  Hands  alfo. 

But  hearing  how  he  had  with  much  Difficulty  been 
received  on  Beard  the  Ship  again,  and  pardon  d,  we 
v^'ere  much  better  fatisfied  than  before. 

B  Beinof 
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Being  now,  as  I  have  {aid,  a  conliderable  Number 
of  us,  and  in  Condition  to  defend  ourfeKTS,  the  iirll 
Thing  we  did  was  to  give  every  one  his  Hand,  that 
we  would  not  feparate  from  one  another  upon  any  Oc- 
cafion  whatfoever,  but  that  we  would  live  and  die 
together ;  that  we  would  kill  no  Food,  but  that  we 
would  dillribute  it  in  publick  ;  and  that  we  would  be 
in  all  Things  guided  by  the  Majority,  and  not  infill 
upon  our  own  Refolutions  in  any  Thing,  if  the  Ma- 
jority were  againll  it  ;  that  we  would  appoint  a  Cap- 
tain among  us  to  be  our  Governour  or  Leader  during 
Pleafure ;  that  while  he  was  in  Office,  we  would  obey 
him  without  Referve,  on  Pain  of  Death  ;  and  that 
every  one  Ihould  take  Turn,  but  the  Captain  was 
not  to  adl  in  any  particular  Thing  without  Advice  of 
the  reft,  and  by  the  A-lajority. 

Havii>g  eftablifhed  thefe  Rules,  we  refolved  to 
enter  into  fome  Meafures  for  our  Food,  and  for  con- 
verfing  Vk'itli  the  Inhabitants  or  Natives  of  the  Ifiand, 
for  our  Supply  ;  as  for  Food,  they  were  at  firft  very 
ufeful  to  us,  but  we  foon  grew  weary  of  them,  being 
an  ignorant,  ravenous,  brutifh  fort  of  People,  even 
worfe  than  the  Natives  of  any  other  Country  that  we 
had  feen  ;  and  we  foon  found  that  the  principal  Part 
of  our  Subfillance  was  to  be  had  by  our  Guns,  ihoot- 
ing  of  Deer  and  other  Creatures,  and  Fowls  of  all 
other  Sorts,  of  which  there  is  Abundance. 

We  found  the  Natives  did  not  difturb  or  concern 
themfelves  much  about  us  ;  nor  did  they  enquire,  or 
perhaps  know  whether  we  Itay'd  among  them  or 
not,  much  lefs  that  our  Ship  was  gone  quite  away, 
and  had  caft  us  off,  as  was  our  Caie  ;  for  the  next 
Morning  after  we  had  fent  back  the  Long-Boat,  the 
Ship  ftood  away  to  the  South-Eaft,  and  in  four  Hours 
time  was  out  of  our  Sight. 

The  next  Day  two  of  us  vvent  out  into  the  Coun- 
try one  Way,  and  two  another,  to  fee  what  kind  of 
a  Land  we  were  in ;  and  we  foon  found  the  Country 
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was  very  pleafant  and  fruitful,  and  a  com^enient 
Place  to  live  in ;  but  as  before,  inhabited  by  a  Par- 
cel of  Creatures  fcarce  human,  or  capable  of  being 
made  fociable  on  any  Account  whatfoever. 

We  found  the  Place  full  of  Cattle  and  Provifions  ; 
but  whether  we  might  venture  to  take  them  where 
we  could  find  them,  or  not,  we  did  not  know ; 
and  though  we  were  under  a  Neceffity  to  get  Provi- 
fions, yet  we  were  loath  to  bring  down  a  whole  Na- 
tion of  Devils  upon  us  at  once,  and  therefore  fome 
of  our  Company  agreed  to  try  to  fpeak  with  fome 
of  the  Country,  if  we  could,  that  we  might  fee 
what  Courfe  was  to  be  taken  with  them.  Eleven  of 
our  Men  went  of  this  Errand,  well  armed,  and  fur- 
niflied  for  Defence.  They  brought  Word,  that  they 
had  feen  fome  of  the  Natives,  v/ho  appeared  very 
civil  to  them,  but  very  fhy  and  afraid,  feeing  their 
Guns  ;  for  it  was  eafy  to  perceive,  that  the  Natives 
knew  Vv'hat  their  Guns  were,  and  what  Ufe  they 
were  of. 

They  made  Signs  to  the  Natives  for  fome  Food, 
and  they  went  and  fetched  feveral  Herbs  and  Roots, 
and  fome  Milk ;  but  it  was  evident  they  did  not 
defign  to  give  it  away,  but  to  fell,  miking  Signs 
to  know  what  our  Men  would  give  them. 

Our  Men  v/ere  perplexed  at  this,  for  they  had 
nothing  to  Barter ;  however,  one  of  the  Men  pulled 
out  a  Knife  and  fliewed  them,  and  they  were  fo 
fond  of  it,  that  they  were  ready  to  go  together  by 
the  Ears  for  the  Knife  :  The  Seaman  feei  g  that, 
was  willing  to  make  a  good  Market  of  his  Knife, 
and  keeping  thcni  chaffering  a  good  while,  fome 
offered  him  Roots,  and  others  Milk ;  at  laft  one 
offered  him  a  Goat  for  it,  which  he  took.  Then 
another  of  our  Men  fhewed  them  another  Knife, 
but  they  had  nothing  good  enough  for  that ;  where- 
upon one  of  them  made  Signs  that  he  would  go 
and  fetch  fomething  j  fo  our  Men  flay'd  three  Hours 
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for  their  Return,  when  they  came  back  and  brought 
him  a  fmall-fized,  thick,  ihort  Cow,  very  fat,  and 
good  Meiit,  and  gave  him  for  his  Knife. 

This  was  a  good  Market,  but  our  Misfortune 
was,  we  had  no  Merchandize ;  for  our  Knives  were 
as  needful  to  us  as  to  them,  and  but  that  we  were 
in  Diilrefs  for  Food,  and  mull  of  Neceffity  have 
fome,  thefe  Men  would  not  have  parted  with  their 
Knives. 

However,  in  a  little  time  more  we  found  that  the 
Woods  were  full  of  living  Creatures  which  we  might 
kill  for  our  Food,  and  that  without  giving  Offence 
to  them  ;  fo  that  our  Alen  went  daily  out  a  Hunt- 
ing, and  never  failed  to  kill  fomething  or  other  ; 
for  as  to  the  Natives,  we  had  no  Goods  to  barter  ; 
and  for  Money,  all  the  Stock  among  us  v/ould  not 
have  fubfifted  us  long  ;  however,  we  called  a  Gene- 
ral Council,  to  fee  what  Money  we  had,  and  to 
bring  it  altogether,  that  it  might  go  as  far  as  pof- 
fible  ;  and  when  it  came  to  my  Turn,  I  pulled  out 
a  Moydore  and  the  two  Dollars  I  fpoke  of  before. 

This  Moydore  I  ventured  to  fhew,  that  they 
might  not  defpife  me  too  much  for  adding  too  lit- 
tle to  the  Store,  and  that  they  might  not  pretend  to 
fearch  me  ;  and  they  were  \'ery  civil  to  me  upon  the 
Prefumption  that  I  had  been  fo  faithful  to  them  as  not 
to  conceal  any  thing  from  them. 

But  our  Money  did  us  little  Serv^ice,  for  the  Peo- 
ple neither  knew  the  Value  or  the  Ufe  of  it,  nor 
could  they  juilly  rate  the  Gold  in  Proportion  with 
the  Silver  ;  fo  that  all  our  Money,  which  was  not 
much  when  it  was  all  put  together,  would  go  but 
a  little  way  with  us,  that  is  to  fay,  to  buy  us  Pro- 
vifions. 

Our  next  Confideration  was  to  get  away  from  this 
curfed  Place,  and  whither  to  go  ;  when  my  Opinion 
came  to  be  alked,  I  told  them  I  would  leave  that 
all  to  them,and  I  told  them  I  had  rather  they  would 
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let  me  go  into  the  Woods  to  get  them  fome  Provi- 
fions,  than  confult  with  me,  for  I  would  agree  to 
whatever  they  did  ;  but  they  would  not  agree  to 
that,  for  they  would  not  confent  that  any  of  us 
fhould  go  into  the  Woods  alone ;  for  tho'  we  had  yet 
feen  no  Lions  or  Tygers  in  the  Woods,  we  were  af- 
fured  there  were  many  in  the  Ifland,  befides  other 
Creatures  as  dangerous,  and,  perhaps  worfe,  as  we 
afterwards  found  by  our  own  Experience. 

We  had  many  Adventures  in  the  Woods  for  our 
Provifions,  and  often  met  with  wild  and  terrible 
Beafls,  which  we  could  not  call  by  their  Names,  but 
as  they  were  like  us  feeking  their  Prey,  but  were 
themfelves  good  for  nothing,  fo  we  dilturbed  them 
as  little  as  poflible. 

Our  Confultations  concerning  our  Efcape  from 
this  Place,  which  as  I  have  faid,  we  were  now  up- 
on, ended  in  this  only,  that  as  we  had  two  Carpen- 
ters among  us,  and  that  they  had  Tools  almoft  of 
all  Sorts  with  them,  we  ihould  try  to  build  us  a  Boat 
to  go  oit  to  Sea  with,  and  that  then  perhaps  wer 
might  find  our  way  back  to  Goa,  or  land  on  fome 
more  proper  Place  to  make  our  Efcape.  The  Coun- 
fels  of  this  Aflembly  were  not  of  great  Moment, 
yet  as  they  feem  to  be  introduftory  of  many  more 
remarkable  Adventures  which  happened  under  my 
Condu6l  hereabouts  many  Years  after,  I  think  this 
Miniature  of  my  future  Enterprises  may  not  be  un- 
pleafant  to  relate. 

To  the  building  of  a  Boat  I  made  no  Objedion, 
and  away  they  went  to  work  immediately  ;  but  as 
they  went  on,  great  Difficulties  occurred,  fuch  as 
want  of  Saws  to  cut  out  Plank ;  Nails,  Bolts,  and 
Spikes,  to  faflen  the  Timbers,  Hemp,  Pitch  and 
Tar,  to  Caulk  and  Pay  her  Seams,  and  the  like: 
At  length  one  of  the  Company  propofed,  that  inllead 
of  building  a  Bark  or  Sloop,  or  Shalloup,  or  what- 
ever they  would  call  it,    which  they  found  was  fo 
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difficult,    they  fho..M  rati  er  make  a  large  Periagua^ 
or  Canoe,  which  might  be  done  with  great  Eafe. 

It  was  prefently  objefted,  that  we  could  never 
make  a  Canoe  large  enough  to  pafs  the  great  Ocean, 
which  we  were  to  go  over,  to  get  to  the  Coall  of  Ma- 
lahar,  that  it  not  only  wuuld  not  bear  the  Sea,  but 
it  would  never  bear  the  Bithcn  ;  for  we  were  not 
only  Twenty  feven  Men  of  us,  but  had  a  great  deal 
of  Luggage  with  us,  and  mull:,  for  our  Provifion, 
take  in  a  great  deal  more. 

I  never  fropofed  to  fpeak  in  their  General  Conful- 
tations  before  ;  but  finding  they  were  at  fome  Lofs 
about  what  Kind  of  Vefiel  they  faculd  make,  and 
how  to  make  it ;  and  what  would  be  fir  for  our  Ufe 
and  what  not ;  I  told  them  I  found  they  were  at  a 
full  Stop  in  their  Counfels  of  every  Kind  ;  that  it 
was  true  we  could  never  pretend  to  go  over  to  Goa^ 
or  the  Coafl  of  Malabar  in  a  Canoe,  which  tho'  we 
could  all  get  into  it,  and  that  it  would  bear  the  Sea 
well  enough,  yet  would  not  hold  our  Provillons,  and 
elpecially  we  could  not  put  freih  Water  enough  into- 
it  for  the  Voyr.ge ;  and  to  make  fuch  an  Adventure 
would  be  nothing  but  meer  running  into  certain  De- 
itrudion,  and  yet  that  neverthelefs  I  was  for  rhaking 
a  Canoe. 

They  anfwered,  that  they  underltood  all  I  had 
faid  before  well  enough,  but  what  I  meant  by  telling 
them  firft  how  dangerous  and  impoffible  it  was  to 
make  our  Efcape  in  a  Canoe,  and  yet  then  to  advife 
making  a  Canoe,  that  they  could  not  underlland. 

To  this  I  anfwer'd,  that  I  conceiv'd  our  Bufmefs 
was  not  to  attempt  our  Efcape  in  a  Canoe,  but  that 
as  there  were  other  VeiTels  at  Sea  be  fides  our  Ship, 
and  that  there  v/ere  few  Nations  that  lived  on  the 
Sea-Shore  that  were  fo  barbarous,  but  that  they  went 
to  Sea  in  fome  Boats  or  other,  our  Bufinefs  was  to 
cruife  along  the  Coaft  of  the  Ifland,  which  was  very 
iongj    and  to  feize  upon  the  firlt  we  could  get  tliat 
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was  better  than  our  own,  and  fo  from  that  to  ano- 
ther, till  perhaps  we  might  at  laft  get  a  good  SJiip 
to  carry  us  whither  ever  we  pleafed  to  go. 

Excellent  Advice,  Tays  one  of  them,  admirable 
Advice,  fays  another.  Ye?,  yes,  fays  the  third, 
wiiich  was  the  Gunner,  the  Englip  Dog  has  given 
excellent  Advice ;  but  it  is  jult  the  way  to  bring  us 
all  to  the  Gallows ;  the  Rogue  has  given  Deviliih 
Advice,  indeed,  to  go  a  Thieving,  till  from  a  little 
Vcfiel  we  come  to  a  great  Ship,  and  fo  we  lliall  turn 
downright  Pyrates,  the  End  of  which  is  to  be  hang*d. 

You  may  call  us  Pyrates,  fays  another,  if  you  v/ill, 
and  if  we  fall  into  bad  Hands,  we  may  be  ufed  like 
Pyrates ;  but  I  care  not  for  that,  I'll  be  a  Pyrate,  or 
any  Thing,  nay,  Fll  be  hang'd  for  a  Pyrate,  rather 
than  Harve  here ;  and  therefore  I  think  the  Advice  is 
^ery  good ;  and  fo  they  cry'd  all.  Let  us  have  a  Ca- 
noe. The  Gunner  over-ruled  by  the  reft^  fubmit- 
ted ;  but  as  we  broke  up  the  Council,  he  came  to 
me,  takes  me  by  the  Hand,  and  looking  into  the 
Palm  of  my  Hand,  and  into  my  Face  too,  very 
gravely.  My  Lad,  fays  he,  thou  art  born  to  do  a 
Vv'orld  of  Mi  [chief;  thou  liall  commenced  Pyrate 
very  young,  but  have  a  Care  of  the  Gallows,  young 
Man  ;  have  a  Care,  I  fay,  for  thou  wilt  be  an  emi- 
nent Thief. 

I  laugh'd  at  him,  and  told  him,  I  did  not  know 
what  I  might  come  to  hereafter ;  but  as  our  Cafe 
v/as  now,  I  fhould  make  no  Scruple  to  take  the 
firil:  Ship  I  came  at,  to  get  our  Liberty  j  I  onl}'" 
wifh'd  we  could  fee  one,  and  come  at  her.  Juft 
while  we  were  talking,  one  of  our  Men  that  was  at 
the  Door  of  ourHutt,  told  us,  that  the  Carpenter, 
who,  it  feems,  was  upon  a  Hill  at  a  Dillance,  cried 
out,  a  Sail,  a  Sail. 

We  all  turn'd  out  immediately  ;  but  tho'  it  was 
very  clear  Weather,  we  could  fee  nothing ;  but  the 
Carpenter  continuing  to  hoUoo  to  us,  a  Sail,  a  Sail^ 
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away  we  run  up  the  Hill,  and  there  we  faw  a  Ship 
plainly  ;  but  it  was  at  a  very  great  Dillance,  too  hi 
for  us  to  make  any  Signal  to  her.  However,  we 
aliade  a  Fire  upon  the  Hill,  with  all  the  V/ood  we 
could  get  together,  and  made  as  much  Smoke  as 
poflible.  I'he  Wind  was  down,  and  it  was  almolt 
calm ;  but  as  we  thought  by  a  Perfpeftive  Glals 
which  the  Gunner  had  in  his  Pocket,  her  Sails  were 
full,  and  fhe  Hood  away  large  with  the  Wind  at  E. 
N.  E.  taking  no  Notice  of  our  Signal,  but  making 
for  the  Cape  de  bona  Speratjza  ;  fo  we  iiad  no  Com- 
fort from  her. 

We  went  therefore  immediately  to  Work  about 
our  intended  Canoe,  and  having  fmgled  out  a  very 
large  Tree  to  our  Mind,  we  fell  to  Work  with  her ; 
and  having  three  good  Axes  among  us,  we  got  it 
down,  but  it  was  four  Days  time  firrt,  tho'  we 
worked  very  hard  too.  I  do  not  remember  what 
Wood  it  was,  or  exaftly  what  Dimenfion:  ;  but  I 
remember  that  it  was  a  very  large  one,  and  we  were 
as  much  encouraged  when  we  launched  it,  and  found 
it  fwam  upright  and  fteady,  as  we  would  ha\  e  been 
at  another  time,  if  we  had  a  good  Man  of  War  at 
our  Command. 

She  was  fo  very  large,  that  fhe  carried  us  all  very 
eafily,  and  would  have  carried  two  or  three  Ton  of 
Baggage  with  us ;  fo  that  we  began  to  confult  about 
going  to  Sea  direftly  to  Goa  ;  but  many  other  Con- 
iiderations  check'd  that  Thought,  efpecially  when 
we  came  to  look  nearer  into  it ;  fuch  as  Want  of 
Provifions,  and  no  Calks  for  frefli  Water ;  no  Com- 
pafs  to  Iber  by ;  no  Shelter  from  the  Breach  of  the 
high  Sea,  w^hich  would  certainly  founder  us;  no 
Defence  from  the  Heat  of  the  W^eather,  and  the 
like ;  fo  that  they  all  came  readily  into  my  Proje£l, 
to  cruife  about  where  we  were,  and  fee  what  might 
offer. 
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Accordingly,  to  gratify  our  Fancy,  we  went  one 
Day  all  out  to  Sea  in  her  together,  and  we  were  in 
a  very  fair  Way  to  have  had  enough  of  it ;  for 
when  ihe  had  us  all  on  Board,  and  that  we  were 
gotten  about  Haifa  League  to  Sea,  there  happening 
to  be  a  pretty  high  Swell  of  the  Sea,  tho'  little  or  no 
Wind,  yet  fhe  v»'alIo\v'd  fo  in  the  Sea,  that  we  all 
of  us  thought  fhe  would  at  laft  wallow  her  felf  Bot- 
tom up ;  {'o  v/e  fet  all  to  Work  to  get  her  in  nearer 
the  Shore,  and  giving  her  freih  Way  in  the  Sea, 
fhe  fwam  more  Heady,  and  with  fome  hard  Work 
we  got  her  under  the  Land  again. 

We  v-ere  now  at  a  great  Lofs ;  the  Natives  were 
civil  enough  to  us,  and  came  often  to  difcourfe  with 
us  i  one  time  they  brought  one  whom  they  fhew'd 
Refpedl  to  as  a  King,  with  them,  and  they  fet  up 
a  long  Pole  between  them  and  us,  with  a  great  Tof- 
fel  of  Hair  hanging,  not  on  the  Top,  but  fomething 
above  the  Middle  of  it,  adorn'd  with  little  Chains, 
Shells,  Bits  of  Brafs,  and  the  like;  and  this  we 
underftocd  afterwards  was  a  Token  of  Amity  and 
Friendfhip,  and  they  brought  down  to  us  Vidluals 
in  Abundance,  Cattle,  Fowls,  Herbs,  Roots,  but 
we  were  in  the  utmoft  Confufion  on  our  Side ;  for 
we  had  nothing  to  buy  with,  or  exchange  for  j  and 
as  to  giving  us  things  for  nothing,  they  had  no  No- 
tion of  that  again.  As  to  our  Money,  it  was  meer 
Trafh  to  them,  they  had  no  Value  for  it ;  fo  that 
v/e  were  in  a  fair  Way  to  be  ilarved.  Had  we  had 
but  fome  Toys  and  Trinkets,  Brafs  Chains,  Baubles, 
Glafs  Beads,  or  in  a  Word,  the  verieft  Trifles  that 
a  Ship  Loading  would  not  have  been  vvorth  the 
Freight,  we  might  have  bought  Cattle  and  Provi- 
fions  enough  for  an  Army^  or  to  Victual  a  Fleet  of 
Men  of  War,  but  for  Gold  or  Silver  we  could  get 
nothing. 

Upon  this  we  were  in  a  flrange  Conflernation. 
I  was  but  a  young  Fellow,  but  I  was  foj  falling  up- 
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on  them  with  our  Fire  Arms ;  and  taking  all  the 
Cattle  from  them,  and  fend  them  to  the  Devil  to 
flop  their  Hunger,  rather  than  be  llarved  our  felves; 
but  I  did  not  confider  that  this  might  have  brought 
Ten  Thoufand  of  them  down  upon  us  the  next  Day; 
and  tho'  we  miglit  have  killed  a  vafi:  Nmnber  of 
them,  and  perhaps  have  frighted  the  reft,  ytt  their 
own  Defperritiun,  and  our  fmall  Number,  would 
have  animated  them  fo,  that  one  time  or  other  they 
would  have  deitroy'd  us  all. 

In  the  Middle  of  our  Confultation,  one  of  our 
Men  wlio  had  been  a  kind  of  a  Cutler,  or  Worker 
in  Iron,  ftarted  up,  and  aflv'd  the  Carpenter,  if  a- 
mong  all  his  Tools  he  could  not  help  him  to  a  File. 
Yes,  fays  the  Carpenter,  I  can,  but  it  is  a  fmall 
one.  The  fmaller  the  better,  fays  the  other.  Up- 
on t'lis  he  goes  to  Work,  and  firft  by  heating  a 
Piece  of  an  old  broken  ChilTel  in  the  Fire,  and  then 
he  takes  three  or  four  Pieces  of  Eight,  and  beats 
them  out  with  a  Hammer  upon  a  Stone,  till  they 
were  very  broad  and  thin,  then  he  cut  them  out  in- 
to the  Shape  of  Birds  and  Eealts ;  he  made  little 
Ch-ins  of  them  for  Bracelets  and  Ncckbces,  and 
turn'd  them  into  fo  many  Devices,  of  his  own  Head, 
that  it  is  hardly  to  be  expreil. 

W  iien  he  had  for  about  a  Fortnight  exercifed  his 
Head  and  Hands  at  this  Work,  we  try'd  the  EfFe6l 
of  his  Ingenuity ;  and  having  another  Aleeting  with 
the  Natives,  were  furprized  to  fee  the  Folly  of  the 
poor  People.  For  a  little  Bit  of  Silver  cut  out  in  the 
Shape  of  a  Bird,  we  had  two  Cows;  and,  which 
was  our  Lofs,  if  it  had  been  in  Brafs,  it  had  been 
ftill  of  more  Value.  For  one  of  the  Bracelets  made 
cf  Chain-work,  we  had  as  much  Provifion  of  feveral 
Sorts,  as  would  'airly  have  been  worth  in  England, 
fifteen  or  fixteen  Pounds ;  and  fo  of  all  the  reft. 
Thas,  that  which  when  it  was  in  Coin  was  not 
■worth  Six-pence  to  us^   when  thus  converted  into 
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Toys  and  Trifles,  was  worth  an  Hundred  Times  its 
real  Value,  and  puTchaled  for  us  any  thing  we  had 
Occafion  for. 

In  this  Condition,  we  lived  upwards  of  a  Year^. 
but  all  of  us  began  to  be  very  much  tir'd  of  it,  and 
whatever  came  of  it,  rei'olv'd  to  attempt  an  Eicape. 
We  had  furniflied  our  lelves  with  no  lefs  than  three 
very  good  Canoes ;  and  as  the  Monfoones^  or  Trade- 
Winds,  generally  affcdl  that  Country,  blowing  in 
moft  Parts  of  this  Ifland  one  fix  Months  of  a  V'ear 
one  Way,  and  the  other  fix  Months  another  Way, 
we  concluded  we  migl:t  be  able  to  bear  the  Sea  well 
enough.  But  always  when  we  came  to  lock  nearer 
into  it,  the  Want  of  frcfh  Vvater  was  the  thing  that 
put  us  off  from  fuch  an  Adventure,  for  it  is  a  pro- 
digious Length,  and  v/hat  no  Man  on  Earth  could 
be  able  to  per;'brm  without  Water  to  drink. 

Being  thus  prevailed  upon  by  cur  own  Reafon  to 
fet  the  Thoughts  of  that  \  cyrge  afide,  we  had  then 
but  two  things  before  'js  ;  one  was,  to  put  to  Sea  the 
other  Way,  wx.  Weft,  and  go  away  for  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  where  firit  or  lait  we  fr.ould  meet  with 
fome  of  our  own  Country  Ships,  or  elfe  to  put  for 
the  main  Land  q{  Africa,  and  either  travel  by  Land, 
or  fail  along  the  Coaft  towards  the  Red  Sea,  where 
we  fhould  firft  or  laft  find  a  Ship  of  fome  Nation  or 
other,  that  would  take  us  up,  or  perhaps  we  might 
take  them  up;  which,  by  the  bye,  was  the  thing 
that  always  run  in  rny  Head. 

It  was  our  ingenious  Cutler,  whom  ever  after  we 
called  Sihe7--Smith ,  that  propofed  this;  but  the 
Gunner  told  him,  that  he  had  been  in  the  Red  Sea, 
in  a  Malabar  Sloop,  and  he  knew  this,  that  if  we 
went  into  the  Red  Sea,  we  ihould  either  be  killed 
by  the  wild  Arabs,  or  taken  and  made  Slaves  of  by 
the  Turks;  and  therefore  he  was  not  for  going  that 
Way. 
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Upon  this  I  took  Occaiion  to  put  in  my  Vote  a- 
gain.  Why,  faid  I,  do  <^>:e  talk  of  being^  killed  by  the 
Arabs,  or  made  Slaves  of  by  the  Turks  ?  Jlre  -voe  not 
able  to  board  almofi  any  Veffel  <we  fhall  meet  <voith  in 
thofe  Seas ;  and  injiead  of  their  taking  us,  ^ve  to  take 
them  ?  Well  done,  Pyrate,  faid  the  Gunner,  he  that 
had  look'd  in  my  Hand,  and  told  me  I  fhould  come 
Co  the  Gallows;  Til  fay  that  for  hhn,  fays  he,  he  al- 
Kvays  locks  the  fame  Way.  But  I  think  d  my  Con- 
fcience,  ''tis  our  only  Way  nowo.  Don't  tell  me,  fays  /, 
of  being  a  Pyrate,  ^we  muft  be  Pyrates,  or  any  thing, 
to  get  fairly  out  of  this  cur  fed  Place. 

In  a  Word,  they  concluded  all  by  my  Advice, 
that  our  Bufinefs  was  to  cruize  for  any  thing  we 
could  fee.  Why  then,  faid  I  to  them,  our  firil 
^Bufinefs  is  to  fee,  if  the  People  upon  this  Ifland  have 
no  Navigation,  and  what  Boats  they  ufe;  and  if 
they  have  any  better  or  bigger  than  ours,  let  us  take 
one  of  them.  Firft  indeed  all  our  Aim  was  to  get, 
if  pofTible,  a  Boat  with  a  Deck  and  a  Sail;  for  then 
we  might  have  faved  our  Provifions,  which  other- 
wife  we  could  not. 

We  had,  to  our  great  good  Fortune,  one  Sailor 
among  us,  who  had  been  Affiftant  to  the  Cook,  he 
told  us,  that  he  would  find  a  Way  how  to  preferve 
our  Beef,  without  Cafk  or  Pickle;  and  this  he  did 
cffedually  by  curing  it  in  the  Sun,  with  the  Help 
of  Salt-Petre,  of  which  there  was  great  Plenty  in  the 
Ifland;  fo  that  before  we  found  any  Method  for  our 
Efcape,  we  had  dry'd  the  FJefh  of  fix  or  feven  Cows 
and  Bullocks,  and  ten  or  twelve  Goats,  and  it  re- 
liflied  fo  well,  that  we  never  gave  our  Selves  the 
Trouble  to  boil  it  when  we  eat  it,  but  either  broiled 
it,  or  eat  it  dry :  But  our  main  Difficulty  about 
frefh  Water  Hill  remained;  for  we  had  no  Veffel  to 
put  any  into,  much  lefs  to  keep  any  for  our  going  to 

But 
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But  our  firll  Voyage  being  only  to  coaft  the  Ifland, 
we  refolved  to  venture,  whatever  the  Hazard  or 
Conlequence  of  it  might  be ;  and  in  order  to  preferve 
as  much  frefh  Water  as  we  could,  our  Carpenter 
made  a  Well  thwart  the  Middle  of  one  of  our  Ca- 
noes, which  he  feparated  from  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Canoe,  fo  as  to  make  it  tight  to  hold  the  Water, 
and  cover'd  fo  as  we  might  Hep  upon  it;  and  this 
was  fo  large,  that  it  held  near  a  Hogihead  of  Water 
I'ery  well.  I  cannot  better  defcribe  this  Well,  than 
by  the  fame  Kind  which  the  fmall  Fifher-Boats  in 
England  have  to  preferve  their  Filh  alive  in ;  only, 
that  this,  inftead  of  having  Holes  to  let  the  Salt  Wa- 
ter in,  was  made  found  every  Way  to  keep  it  out ; 
and  it  was  the  firft  Invention,  I  believe,  of  its  Kind, 
for  fuch  an  Ufe  :  But  Neceffity  is  a  Spur  to  Ingenui- 
ty, and  the  Mother  of  Invention. 

It  wanted  but  a  little  Confultation  to  refolve  now 
upon  our  Voyage.  The  firft  Delign  was  only  to 
coaft  it  round  the  liland,  as  well  to  fee  if  we  could 
leize  upon  any  Velfel  fit  to  embark  our  felves  in,  as 
alfo  to  take  hold  of  any  Opportunity  which  might 
prefent  for  our  paffmg  over  to  the  Main ;  and  there- 
fore our  Refolution  v/as  to  go  on  the  Infide,  or  Weft 
Shore  of  the  Ifland,  where  at  leaft  at  one  Point,  the 
Land  ftretching  a  great  Way  to  the  North- Weft,  the 
Diftance  is  not  extraordinary  great  from  the  Ifland 
to  the  Coaft  of  Jfrick. 

Such  a  Voyage,  and  with  fuch  a  defperate  Crew, 
I  believe  was  never  made ;  for  it  is  certain  we  took 
the  worft  Side  of  the  Ifland  to  look  for  any  Shipping, 
cfpecially  for  Shipping  of  other  Nations,  this  being 
quite  out  of  the  Way  :  However,  we  put  to  Sea,  af- 
ter taking  all  our  Proviflons  and  Ammunition,  Bag 
and  Baggage  on  Board;  we  had  made  both  Maft  and 
Sail  for  our  two  large  Periagua's,  and  the  other  we 
paddled  along  as  well  as  we  could;  but  when  a  Gale 
iprung  up,  we  took  her  in  Tow, 

We 
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We  fail'd  merrily  forward  for  fevcral  Days,  meet- 
ing with  iiothi::g  to  interrujit  us.  We  faw  feveral 
of  the  Natives  in  fmall  Caroes,  catching  Fifh,  and 
fomctimes  u  e  endeavoured  to  come  near  enough  to 
fpeak  with  them,  but  they  were  always  iliy,  and 
afraid  of  us,  making  in  for  the  Shore,  as  fooa  as  we 
attempted  it ;  nil  one  of  our  Ccinpany  remembered 
the  Signal  of  rriendfhip  which  the  Natives  m:.de  us 
from  the  South  Part  of  the  Ifland,  <viz..  of  letting 
up  a  long  Pole,  and  put  us  in  Mind,  that  perhaps  it 
was  the  lame  thi-^g  to  them  as  a  Flag  of  Truce  was 
to  us  :  So  we  re  olved  to  try  it;  and  accordingly  the 
next  time  we  law  any  of  their  rifhii.g  Boats  at  Sea, 
we  put  up  a  Pole  ia  our  Canoe  that  h..d  no  Sail,  and 
rowed  towards  them.  As  loon  a.  the}-  law  the  Pole, 
they  Ibid  for  uf,  a^id  as  we  c.  mc  nc  rer,  paddled 
towards  us.  When  they  c.me  to  us,  they  fhewed 
themielvts  very  much  ple^^fed,  and  gave  us  fome 
large  P  ilh,  of  which  we  did  rot  know  the  Names, 
but  they  were  very  good.  It  was  onr  Misfortune 
flill,  that  we  had  nothing  to  give  them  in  Return  ; 
but  our  Artiil,  of  whom  I  fpoke  before,  gave  them 
two  little  thin  Plates  of  Silver,  beaten,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, out  of  a  Piece  of  Kight ;  they  were  cut  in  a 
Diamond  Square,  longer  one  way  than  t'other,  and 
a  Plole  puncli'd  at  one  of  the  longefl  Corners.  This 
they  were  fo  fond  of,  that  they  made  us  ftay  till 
they  had  call  their  Lines  and  Nets  again,  and  gave 
us  as  many  Fifh  as  we  cared  to  have. 

All  this  while  we  had  our  Eyes  upon  their  Boats, 
view'd  them  very  narrowly,  and  examined  whether 
any  of  them  were  fit  for  our  7\irn  ;  but  they  were 
poor  forry  things ;  their  Sail  was  made  of  a  large 
JMatt,  only  ore  that  was  of  a  Piece  of  Cotton  StuiF, 
fit  for  little,  and  their  Ropes  were  twilled  Flags,  of 
no  Strength  ;  fo  we  concluded  we  were  better  as  we 
were,  and  let  them  alone.  We  went  forward  to  the 
North,  keeping  the  Coalt  clofe  on  Board  for  twelve 

Days 
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Days  together ;  and  having  the  Wind  at  Eaft,  and 
E.  S.  E.  we  made  very  frefli  Way.  We  faw  no 
Towns  on  the  Shore,  but  often  faw  fome  Hutts  by 
the  Water  Side,  upon  the  Rocks,  and  always  Abun- 
dance of  People  about  them,  who  we  could  perceive 
run  together  to  ftare  at  us. 

It  was  as  odd  a  Voyage  as  ever  Men  went :  We 
were  a  little  Fleet  of  tiiree  Ships,  and  an  Army  of 
between  Twenty  and  Thirty  as  dangerous  Fellows  as 
ever  they  had  among  them ;  and  had  they  known 
vvh^it  we  were  they  would  have  compounded  to  give 
us  every  thing  we  defired,  to  be  rid  of  us. 

On  the  other  Hand,  we  were  as  miferable  as  Na- 
ture could  well  make  us  to  be  ;  for  we  were  upon  a 
Voyage  and  no  Voyi.ge,  we  were  bound  fome  where 
and  710  where ;  for  tno'  we  knew  what  wc  intended 
to  do,  we  did  really  not  know  what  we  were  doing : 
V/e  went  forward  and  forward  by  a  Northerly 
Courfe;  and  as  we  advanced,  the  Heat  increafed, 
which  began  to  be  intolerable  to  us  who  were  upon 
the  Water,  without  any  Covering  from  Heat  or 
Wet ;  befides  we  were  now  in  the  Month  of  OSlober, 
or  thereabouts,  in  a  Southern  Latitude,  and  as  we 
went  every  Day  nearer  the  Sun,  the  Sun  came  alfo 
every  Day  nearer  to  us,  till  at  lafl;^  we  found  our 
felves  in  the  Latitude  of  20  Degrees,  and  having 
pall  the  Tropick  about  five  or  fix  Days  before  that, 
in  a  few  Days  more  the  Sun  would  be  in  the  Zenith, 
jufl  over  our  Heads. 

Upon  thefe  Confiderations  we  refolved  to  feek 
for  a  good  Place  to  go  on  Shore  again,  and  pitch  our 
Tents  till  the  Heat  of  the  Wei.ther  abated.  We  had 
by  this  time  meafured  Half  the  Length  of  the  Ifland, 
and  were  come  to  that  Part  where  the  Shore  tending 
away  to  the  North-Weil,  promiled  £dr  to  make  our 
PafTage  over  to  the  main  Land  of  Jfrick^  much 
Ihorter  than  we  expcded.    But  notwithltanding  that, 
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we  had  good  Reafon  to  believe  it  was  about  120 
Leagues. 

So,  the  Heats  confider'd,  we  refolved  to  take 
Harbour ;  befides,  our  Provifions  were  exhaufted, 
and  we  had  not  many  Days  Store  left.  According- 
ly, putting  in  for  the  Shore  early  in  the  Morning, 
as  we  ulually  did  once  in  three  or  four  Days,  for 
frelTi  Water,  we  fat  down  and  confidertd,  whether 
we  would  go  on,  or  take  up  our  Standing  there ; 
but  upon  feveral  Confiderations  too  long  to  repeat 
here,  we  did  not  like  the  Place,  fo  we  refolved  to 
go  on  for  a  few  Days  longer. 

After  Sailing  on  N.  W.  by  N.  with  a  frelh  Gale 
at  S.  E.  about  fix  Days,  we  found  at  a  great  Di- 
ftance,  a  large  Promontory,  or  Cape  of  Land,  puih- 
ing  out  a  long  Way  into  the  Sea ;  and  as  we  were 
exceeding  fond  of  feeing  what  was  beyond  the  Cape, 
we  refolved  to  double  it  before  we  took  into  Har- 
bour ;  fo  we  kept  on  our  Way,  the  Gale  continu- 
ing, and  yet  it  was  four  Days  more  before  we 
reach'd  the  Cape.  But  it  is  not  pofiible  to  exprcfs 
the  Difcouragement  and  Melancholy  that  feized  us 
all  when  vse  came  thither ;  for  when  we  made  the 
Head  Land  of  the  Cape^  we  were  furprized  to  fee 
the  Shore  fall  away  on  the  other  Side,  as  much  as  it 
liad  advanced  on  this  Side,  and  a  great  deal  more ; 
and  that,  in  fhort,  if  we  would  adventure  over  tp 
the  Shore  o^  Jftick,  it  niufl  be  from  hence  ;  for  that 
if  we  went  further,  the  Breadth  of  the  Sea  ftill  in- 
creafed,  and  to  what  Breadth  it  might  increafe,  we 
knew  not. 

While  we  mufed  upon  this  Difcovery,  we  were 
furprized  with  very  bad  Weather,  and  efpecially  vi- 
olent Rains,  with  Thunder  and  Lightning  moft  un- 
ufually  terrible  to  us.  In  this  Pickle  we  run  for  the 
Shore,  and  getting  under  the  Lee  of  the  Cape,  run 
our  Frigates  into  a  little  Creek,  where  we  faw  the 
Land  overgrown  with  Trees,  and  made  all  the  Hafte 
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poflible  to  get  on  Shore,  being  exceeding  wet,  and 
fatigued  with  the  Heat,  the  Thunder,  Lightning 
and  Rain. 

Here  we  thought  our  Cafe  was  very  deplorable 
indeed,  and  therefore  our  Artift,  of  whom  I  have 
fpoken  fo  often,  fet  up  a  great  Crofs  of  Wood  on 
the  Hill,  which  was  within  a  Mile  of  the  Head 
Land,  with  thefe  Words,  but  in  the  Portuguefe  Lan- 
guage, 

Point  Defperation.       jfefus  have  Mercy  ! 

We  fet  to  work  immediately  to  build  us  fome 
Hutts,  and  fo  get  our  Clothes  dry'd,  and  tho'  I  was 
young,  and  had  no  Skill  in  fuch  Things,  yet  I  Ihall 
never  forget  the  little  City  we  built,  for  it  was  no 
leis ;  and  we  fortify 'd  it  accordingly  j  and  the  Idea 
is  fo  frefli  in  my  Thought,  that  I  cannot  but  give  a 
ihort  Defcription  of  it. 

Our  Camp  was  on  the  South  Side  of  a  little  Creek 
on  the  Sea,  and  under  the  Shelter  of  a  fteep  Hill, 
which  lay,  tho'  or  the  other  Side  of  the  Creek,  yet 
within  a  quarter  of  a  Mile  of  us  N.  W.  by  N.  and 
very  happily  intercepted  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  all  the 
after  Part  of  the  Day.  The  Spot  we  pitched  on  had 
a  little  frcfli  Water,  Brook,  or  a  Stre:an  running  in- 
to the  Creek  by  us,  and  we  faw  Cattle  feeding  in 
the  Plains  and  low  Ground,  Eall  and  to  the  South  of 
us  a  great  Way. 

Here  we  fet  up  twelve  little  Hutts,  like  Soldiers 
Tents,  but  made  of  the  Boughs  of  Trees  ftuck  into 
the  Ground,  and  bound  together  on  the  Top  with 
Withes,  and  fuch  other  things  as  we  could  get;  the 
Creek  was  our  Defence  on  the  North,  a  little  Brook 
on  the  Weft,  and  the  South  and  Eaft  Sides  we  forti- 
fy'd  with  a  Bank,  which  entirely  covered  our  Hutts ; 
and  being  drawn  oblique  from  the  North  Weil  to 
the  South  Eafl,  made  our  City  a  Triangle.  Behind 
the  Bank,  or  Line,  our  Hutts  ftood,  having  three 
ether  Hutts  behind  them  at  a  good  Diilance.     In 

one 
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one  of  thefe,  which  was  a  little  one,  and  ftood  fur- 
ther off,  we  put  our  Gun-powder,  and  nothing  elfc, 
for  fear  of  J^anger;  in  the  other,  which  was  bigger, 
we  dreil:  our  Viduals,  and  put  all  our  Neceflhries ; 
and  in  the  third,  which  was  biggcft  of  all,  we  eat 
our  Dinners,  called  our  Councils,  and  fat  and  di- 
\'erted  our  felves  with  fuch  Converiation  as  we  had 
one  with  another,  which  was  but  indifferent  truly  at 
that  time. 

Our  Correfpondence  with  the  Natives  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  and  our  Artiil,  tlie  Cutler,  having 
made  Abujidance  of  thofe  little  Diamond  cut  Squares 
of  Silver,  with  thefe  we  made  Shift  to  Traffick  with 
the  black  People  for  what  we  wanted ;  for  indeed 
they  ^vere  plcafed  wonderfully  with  them:  And  thus 
we  got  Plenty  of  Provifions.  At  firll,  and  in  parti- 
cular, we  got  about  fifty  Head  of  Black  Cattle  and 
Goats,  and  our  Cook's  iMate  took  care  to  cure  them, 
and  dry  them,  fait  and  preferve  them  for  our  grand 
Supply ;  nor  was  this  hard  to  do,  the  Salt  and  Salt- 
Petre  being  very  good,  and  the  Sun  exceffively  hot ; 
and  here  we  lived  about  four  Months. 

The  Southern  Sollrice  was  over,  and  the  Sun  gone 
back  towards  the  Equina  dial,  when  we  confidered 
of  our  next  Adventure,  which  was  to  go  over  the 
Sea  of  Zanquebar,  as  the  Portiiguefe  call  it,  and  to 
land,  ifpoifible,  upon  the  continent  of  ^7V«. 

We  talked  v/ith  many  of  the  Natives  about  it, 
fuch  as  we  could  make  our  felves  intelligible  to;  but 
all  that  WQ  could  learn  from  them  was,  that  there 
was  a  great  Land  of  Lions  beyond  the  Sea,  but  that 
it  was  a  great  V/ay  off;  we  knew  as  well  as  they 
that  it  was  a  long  Way,  but  our  People  differed 
mightily  about  it:  Some  faid  it  was  150  Leagues, 
others  not  above  100.  One  of  our  Men  that  had  a 
Map  of  the  World  fhev/ed  us  by  his  Scale,  that  it 
was  not  abo\e  80  Leagues.  Some  faid  there  were 
Iflands  all  the  Way  to  touch  at  5  fome  that  thera 
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v/ere  no  Iflands  at  all :  For  my  Part,  I  knew  no- 
thing of  this  Matter  one  way  or  another,  but  heard 
it  all  without  Concern,  whether  it  was  near  or  far 
off,  however,  this  we  learned  from  an  old  Man  who 
vv.:s  blind,  and  led  about  by  a  Boy,  that  if  we  ftay'^d 
rill  the  End  of  Jiigufl,  we  Ihould  be  fure  of  the 
Wind  to  be  fair,  and  the  Sea  fmooth  all  the  Voyage. 

This  was  fome  Encouragement,  but  Haying  again 
was  very  unwelcome  News  to  us,  becaufe  that  then 
the  Sun  would  be  returning  again  to  the  South, 
which  was  what  our  Men  were  very  unwilling  to. 
At  laft  we  called  a  Council  of  our  whole  Body ;  their 
Debates  were  tco  tedious  to  take  Notice  of,  only  to 
note,  that  when  it  came  to  Captain  Bob,  (for  fo  they 
called  me  ever  fmce  I  had  taken  State  upon  me  be- 
fore one  of  their  great  Princes)  truly  I  was  on  no 
Side,  it  was  not  one  Farthing  Matter  to  me,  I  told 
them,  whether  we  went  or  liayed,  I  had  no  home, 
and  all  the  World  was  alike  to  me ;  fo  I  left  it  en- 
tirely to  them  to  determine. 

In  a  Word,  they  faw  plainly  there  was  nothing  to 
be  done  where  we  were,  without  Shipping;  that  if 
our  Bufmefs  indeed  was  only  to  eat  and  drink,  we 
could  not  find  a  better  Place  in  the  World ;  but  if 
our  Bufmefs  was  to  get  away,  and  get  Home  into 
our  own  Country,  we  could  not  find  a  Worfe. 

I  confefs,  I' liked  the  Country  wonderfully,  and 
even  then  had  rtrange  Notions  of  coming  again  to 
live  there ;  and  I  ufed  to  fay  to  them  very  often, 
that  if  I  had  but  a  Ship  of  20  Guns,  and  a  Sloop^ 
and  both  well  Manned,  I  would  not  dejfire  a  better 
Place  in  the  Wor'd  to  make  myfelfas  rich  as  a  King. 

But  to  return  to  the  Confultations  they  were  in 
about  going :  Upon  the  whole,  it  was  refolved  to 
venture  over  for  the  IVIain ;  and  venture  we  did, 
madly  enough,  indeed  ;  for  it;  was  the  wrong  Time 
of  the  Year  to  undertake  fuch  a  Voyage  in  that  Couii- 
try  ;  for,  as  the  W^inds  hang  Eafterly  all  the  Months 
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from  September  to  March,  fo  they  generally  hang 
Wefterly  all  the  reft  of  the  Year,  and  blew  right  in 
our  Teeth,  fo  that  as  foon  as  we  had,  with  a  Kind 
of  a  Land  Breeze,  ftretched  over  about  15  or  20 
League?,  and,  as  I  may  fay,  juft  enough  to  lofe  our- 
felves,  we  found  the  Wind  fet  in  a  fteady  frefh  Gale 
or  Breeze  from  the  Sea,  at  Weft  W.  S.  W.  orS.  Vv^ 
by  W .  and  never  further  from  the  Weft  ;  fo  that,  in 
a  Word  we  could  make  nothing  of  it. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Veflel,  fuch  as  we  had 
would  not  lye  clofe  upon  a  Wind  ;  if  fo,  we  might 
have  ftretched  away  N.  N.  W.  and  have  met  with  a 
great  many  Iflands  in  our  Way,  as  we  found  after- 
wards ;  but  we  could  make  nothing  of  it,  tho'  we 
tried,  and  by  the  trying  had  almoft  undone  us  all ; 
for,  ftretching  av/ay  to  the  North,  as  near  the  Wind 
as  we  could,  we  had  forgotten  the  Shape  and  Pofition 
of  the  Ifland  of  Madagafcar  itfelf ;  how  that  we  came 
off  at  the  Head  of  a  Promontory  or  Point  of  Land 
that  lies  about  the  Middle  cf  the  Ifland,  and  that 
ftretches  out  Weft  a  great  Way  into  the  Sea ;  and 
that  now  being  run  a  Matter  of  40  Leagues  to  the 
North,  the  Shore  of  the  Ifland  fell  off  again  above 
200  Aailes  to  the  Eaft,  fo  that  we  were  by  this  Time 
in  the  wide  Ocean,  betu'een  the  Ifland  and  the  Main, 
and  almoft  ico  Leagues  from  both. 

Indeed  as  the  Winds  blew  frefh  at  Weft,  as  be- 
fore, we  had  a  fmooth  Sea,  and  we  found  it  pretty 
good  going  before  it,  and  fo  taking  our  fmalleft  Ca- 
noe in  Tow,  we  ftocd  in  for  the  Shore  with  all  the 
Sail  we  could  make.  This  was  a  terrible  Adventure ; 
for  if  the  leaft  Guft  of  Wind  had  come,  v/e  had  been 
all  loft,  our  Canoes  being  deep,  and  in  no  Condition 
to  make  Way  in  a  high  Sea. 

This  Voyage,  however,  held  us  eleven  Days  in 
all,  and  at  length  having  fpent  moft  of  our  Proviiions, 
and  every  Drop  of  Water  we  had,  wefpiedLand,  to 
our  great  Joy,   tho'  at  the  Diftance  of  ten  or  elevea 
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Leagues,  and  as  under  the  Land,  the  Wind  came  off 
like  a  Land  Breeze,  and  blew  hard  againil  us,  we 
were  two  Days  more  before  we  reached  the  Shore, 
having  all  that  while  exceflive  hot  Weather,  and  not 
a  Drop  of  Water,  or  any  other  Liquor,  except  rome 
Cordial  Waters,  which  one  of  our  Company  had  a 
little  of  left  in  a  Cafe  of  Bottles. 

This  gave  us  a  Tafle  of  what  we  fhould  have 
done,  if  we  had  ventured  forward  with  a  fcant  Wind 
and  uncertain  Weather,  and  gave  us  ?  Surfeit  of  our 
Defign  for  the  Main,  at  leail  'till  v^e  might  have 
fome  better  Vefiels  under  us ;  fo  we  v/ent  on  Shore 
again,  and  pitched  our  Camp,  as  before,  in  as  con- 
venient Manner  as  we  could,  fortifying  ourfelves 
againil  any  Surprize  j  but  the  Natives  here  were  ex- 
ceeding courteous,  and  much  civiller  than  on  the 
South  Part  of  the  Ifland ;  and  tho'  we  could  not  un- 
deriland  v/hat  they  faid,  or  they  us,  yet  we  found 
A'leans  to  make  them  underftand  that  we  were  Sea« 
faring  Men,  and  Strangers ;  and  that  we  were  in 
Diftrefs  for  wantof  Provifions. 

The  firft  Proof  we  had  of  their  Kindnefs  was,  that, 
as  foon  as  they  faw  us  come  on  Shore,  and  begin  to 
make  our  Habitation,  one  of  their  Captains  or 
Kings,  for  we  knew  not  what  to  call  them,  came 
down  with  five  or  fix  Men  and  fome  Women,  and 
brought  us  five  Goats  and  two  young  fat  Steers,  and 
gave  them  to  us  for  nothing  ;  and  when  we  went  to 
offtr  them  any  Thing,  the  Captain,  or  the  King, 
would  not  let  any  of  them  touch  it,  or  take  any 
Thing  of  us.  About  two  Hours  after  came  another 
King  or  Captain,  with  forty  or  fifty  Men  after  him  ; 
we  began  to  be  afraid  of  him,  and  laid  Hands  upon 
our  Weapons ;  but  he  perceiving  it,  caufed  two  Men 
to  go  before  him  carrying  two  long  Poles  in  their 
Hands,  which  they  held  upright,  as  high  as  they 
.could,  which  we  prefentlyperceiv'd  was  a  Signal  of 
Pe^ce,    and  thefe  two  Poles  they  fet  up  afterwards 
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flicking  them  up  in  the  Ground  ;  and  when  the  King 
and  hio  Men  came  to  thefe  two  Poles,  they  rtuck  all 
their  Lances  up  in  the  Ground,  and  came  on  unarm- 
ed, k\iving  their  Lances,  as  alfo  their  Bows  and  Ar- 
rows behind  them. 

This  was  to  iatisfy  up,  that  they  were  come  as 
Friends,  and  we  were  very  glad  to  fee  it ;  for  we 
had  no  Alind  to  quarrel  with  them,  if  we  could  help 
it.  The  Captain  of  this  Gang  feeing  fome  of  our 
Men  making  up  their  Hutts,  and  that  they  did  it 
but  bunglingly,  he  becken'd  to  fome  of  his  Men  to 
go  and  help  us.  Immediately  i  5  or  1 6  of  them 
came  and  mingled  among  us,  and  went  to  work  for 
us  ;  and,  indeed,  they  v/r  re  better  Workmen  than 
we  were,  for  they  run  up  three  or  four  Hutts  for  us 
in  a  Moment,  and  much  handfomer  done  than  ours. 

After  this  they  fent  us  Milk,  Pkutanes,  Pump- 
kins, and  Abundance  of  Roots  and  Greens  that  were 
very  good,  and  then  took  their  Leave,  and  would 
not  take  any  Tiling  from  us  that  we  had.  One  of 
our  Men  offered  the  King  or  Captain  of  thefe  Men  a 
Dram,  which  he  drank,  and  was  mightily  pleafed 
with  it,  and  held  out  his  Hand  for  another,  which 
we  gave  him  ;  and,  in  a  Word,  after  this,  he  hardly 
failed  coming  to  us  two  or  three  Times  a  Week,  al- 
ways bringing  us  fomething  or  other,  and  one  Time 
fent  us  feven  Head  of  Black  Cattle,  fome  of  which 
we  cured  and  dried  as  before. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  remember  one  Thing, 
which  afterwards  Hood  us  in  great  Stead,  'v/s.  that 
the  Flefh  of  their  Goats  and  their  Beef  alfo,  but  ef- 
pecially  the  former,  when  we  had  dried  andp^red  it, 
looked  red,  and  e?thard  and  firm,  as  dry'd  Beef  in 
Hollarid;  they  were  fo  pleafed  with  it,  and  it  was 
fuch  a  Dainty  to  them,  that  at  any  Time  after  they 
v^ould  Trade  with  us  for  it,  not  knowing,  or  fb 
much  as  imagining,  what  it  was ;  fo  that  for  Ten 
or  Twelve  Pound  Weight  of  fmoked  dry'd  Beef, 
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they  would  give  us  a  whole  Bullock,  or  Cow,  or  any 
Thing  elfe  we  could  defire. 

Here  we  obferved  two  Things  that  were  very  ma- 
terial to  us,  even  ellentially  lo  -,  firll,  n  e  found  they 
had  a  great  deal  of  Earthen- Ware  here,  which  they 
make  ufe  of  many  Ways,  as  we  did  :  Particularly 
they  had  long  deep  Earthen  Pots,  which  they  uied 
to  fnik  into  the  Ground  to  keep  the  Water  which 
they  drank  cool  and  pleafant;  and  the  other  was, 
that  they  had  larger  Canoes  than  their  Neighbours 
had. 

By  this  we  were  prompted  to  enquire  if  they  had 
no  larger  VeiTels  than  tho.e  we  Jaw  there ;  or  if  any 
other  of  the  Inhabitants  had  not  fuch.  They  figni- 
iied  prefently,  that  they  had  no  larger  Boats  than 
that  they  fhewed  us ;  but  that  on  the  other  Side  of 
the  Illand  tliey  had  larger  Boats,  and  that  with 
Decks  upon  them,  and  large  Sails ;  and  this  made 
us  refolve  to  Coaft  round  the  whole  Ifland  to  fee 
them  ;  fo  we  prepared  and  viflualled  our  Canoe  for 
the  Voyage,  and,  in  a  Word,  went  to  Sea  for  the 
third  time. 

It  coil  us  a  A'lonth  or  fix  Weeks  time  to  perform 
this  Voyage,  in  which  time  we  went  on  Shore  feve- 
ral  times  for  Water  and  Provifions,  and  found  the 
Natives  always  very  free  and  courteous ;  but  we  were 
furprized  one  Morning  early,  being  at  the  Extremity 
of  the  Nor  therm  oil:  Part  of  the  Ifland,  when  one  of 
our  Men  cryed  out  a  Sail,  a  Sail :  We  prefently 
faw  a  Veffel  a  great  Way  out  at  Sea ;  but  after  we 
had  looked  at  it  with  our  Perfpe6live  Glaffes,  and  en- 
deavoured all  we  could  to  make  out  what  it  was,  we 
could  not  tell  what  to  think  of  it ;  for  it  was  neither 
Ship,  Ketch,  Gaily,  Galliot,  or  like  any  Thing 
that  we  had  ever  feen  before :  All  that  we  could 
make  of  it  was,  that  it  went  from  us  ftanding  out  to 
Sea.  In  a  Word,  we  foon  loft  Sight  of  it,  for  we 
were  in  no  Condition  to  chafe  any  Thing,    and  Vv'e 
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never  faw  It  again,  but  by  all  we  could  perceive  of 
it,  from  what  we  faw  of  fuch  things  afterwards,  it 
was  fome  Arabian  Veffel  which  had  been  trading  to 
the  Coall  of  Mofambique,  or  Zanquebar,  the  lame 
Place  where  we  afterw  ards  went,  as  you  fliall  hear. 

Nor  do  I  remember  that  the  Natives  diifercd 
much  from  one  another,  either  in  Stature  or  Com- 
plexion, or  in  their  Manners,  their  Habits  their 
Weapons,  or  indeed  in  any  thing;  and  yet  we  could 
not  perceive  that  they  had  any  Intelligence  one  with 
another ;  but  they  were  extremely  kind  and  civil  to 
us  on  this  Side,  as  well  as  on  the  other. 

We  continued  our  Voyage  South  for  many  Weeks, 
tho'  with  feveral  Intervals  of  going  on  Shore  to  get 
Proviiions  and  Water.  At  length,  coming  round  a 
Point  of  Land  which  lay  about  a  League  farther 
than  ordinary  into  the  Sea,  we  were  agreeably  fur- 
prized  with  a  Sight,  which,  no  Doubt,  had  been  as 
difagreeable  to  thofe  concern'd,  as  it  was  pleafant  to 
us.  This  was  the  Wreck  of  an  European  Ship,  which 
had  been  caft  away  upon  the  Recks,  which  in  that 
Place  run  a  great  Way  into  the  Sea. 

We  could  fee  plainly  at  Lov^  Water,  a  great  deal 
of  the  Ship  lay  dry  ;  even  at  High  \V'ater,  fhe  was 
not  entirely  covered ;  and  that  at  moit  fhe  did  not 
]ye  above  a  League  from  the  Shore.  It  will  eafily 
be  beiiev'd,  that  our  Curiofity  led  us,  the  Wind  and 
Weather  alfo  permitting,  to  go  diredlly  to  her, 
which  we  did  without  any  Difficulty,  and  prefently 
found  that  it  was  a  Z)z//<r^-built  Ship,  and  that  Die 
could  not  have  been  very  long  in  that  Condition,  a 
great  deal  of  the  upper  Work  of  her  Stern  remain- 
ing firm,  with  the  Mizen  Maft  Handing.  Her  Stern 
feem'd  to  be  jaumM  in  between  two  Ridges  of  the 
Rock,  and  fo  remained  fail,  all  the  Fore- part  of  the 
Ship  having  been  beaten  to  Pieces. 

We  could  fee  nothing  to  be  gotten  out  of  the 
Wreck  that  was  worth  our  while ;  but  we  refolv'd 
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to  go  on  Shore,  and  ftay  fometime  thereabouts,  to 
fee  if  perhaps  we  might  get  any  Light  into  the  Story 
of  her,  and  we  were  not  without  Hopes  that  we 
might  hear  fomething  more  particular  about  her 
Men,  and  perhaps  find  fome  of  them  on  Shore  there, 
in  the  fame  Condition  that  we  were  in,  and  fo  might 
encreafe  our  Company. 

It  was  a  very  pleafant  Sight  to  us,  when  coming 
on  Shore,  we  faw  all  the  Marks  and  Tokens  of  a 
-Ship-Carpenter's  Yard ;  as  a  Launch  Block  and 
Craddles,  Scaffolds  and  Planks,  and  Pieces  of  Planks, 
the  remains  of  the  Building  a  Ship  or  VeJTel ;  and, 
in  a  Word,  a  great  many  things  that  fairly  invited 
us  to  go  about  the  fame  Work,  and  we  foon  came 
to  underftand,  that  the  Men  belonging  to  the  Ship 
that  was  loft,  had  faved  themfelves  on  Shore,  per- 
haps in  their  Boat,  and  had  built  themfelves  a  Bark 
or  Sloopj  3nd  fo  were  gone  to  Sea  again;  and  en- 
quiring of  the  Natives  which  Way  they  went,  they 
pointed  to  the  South  and  South-Weft,  by  which  we 
could  eafily  underftand  that  they  were  gone  away  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

No  body  will  imagine  we  could  be  fo  dull  as  not 
ro  gather  from  hence,  that  we  might  take  the  fame 
Method  for  our  Efcapes ;  fo  we  refolved  firft  in  ge- 
neral, that  we  would  try,  if  polTible,  to  build  us  a 
■Boat  of  one  Kind  or  other,  and  go  to  Sea  as  our  Fate 
ftiould  direft. 

In  order  to  this,  our  firft  Work  was  to  have  the 
two  Carpenters  fearch  about  to  fee  what  Materials 
the  Dutchmen  had  left  behind  them  that  might  be  of 
Ufe  ;  and  in  particular,  they  found  one  that  was 
very  ufeful,  and  which  I  was  much  employ'd  about, 
and  that  was  a  Pitch-Kettle,  and  a  little  Pitch  in  it. 

When  we  came  to  fet  clofe  to  this  Work,  we 
found  it  very  laborious  and  difficult,  having  but  few 
Tools,  no  Iron  Work,  no  Cordage,  no  Sails;  {o 
ths-t,  in  fhort,  whatever  we  built,  we  were  oblig'd 
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to  be  our  own  Smiths,  Rope-Makers,  Sail-Maker?, 
and  indeed  to  priidlife  twenty  Trades  that  we  knew 
little  or  nothing  of:  However,  NccclTity  was  the 
Spur  to  Invention,  and  we  did  many  things  which 
before  we  thought  impraClicable,  that  is  to  fay,  in 
our  Circumrtanccs. 

After  our  two  Carpenters  had  refolved  upon  the 
Dimenfions  of  v^'hat  they  would  build,  they  fet  us 
all  to  Work,  to  go  off  in  our  Boats,  and  fplit  up  the 
Wreck  of  the  old  Ship,  and  to  bring  away  every 
thing  we  could  ;  and  particularly,  that,  if  poflible, 
we  fhould  bring  away  the  Mizen  Mall,  which  was 
'jleft  Handing,  which  with  much  Difficulty  we  effed- 
cd  after  above  twenty  Days  Labour  of  fourteen  of 
our  Men. 

At  the  fame  time  we  got  out  a  great  deal  of  Iron- 
Work  ;  as  Bolts,  Spikes,  Nails,  &f.  all  which  our 
Artifl,  of  whom  I  have  fpoken  already,  who  was 
now  grown  a  very  dextrous  Smith,  made  us  Nails 
and  Hinges  for  our  Rudder,  and  Spikes  fuch  as  we 
wanted. 

JBut  we  wanted  an  Anchor,  and  if  we  had  had  aa 
Anchor,  we  could  not  have  made  a  Cable ;  fo  we 
contented  our  felves  with  making  fome  Ropes  with 
the  Help  of  the  Natives,  of  fach  Stuff  as  they  made 
their  Matts  of,  and  with  thefe  we  made  fuch  a  kind 
of  Cable  or  Toxu  Litre,  as  was  fufficient  to  fallen  our 
VefTel  to  the  Shore,  which  we  contented  our  felves 
with  for  that  time. 

To  be  fhort,  we  fpent  four  Months  here,  and 
workM  very  hard  too ;  at  the  End  of  which  time 
we  launched  our  Frigate,  which,  in  a  few  Words, 
had  many  Defe£ls,  but  yet,  all  things  confidered, 
it  was  as  well  as  we  could  expe6l  it  to  be. 

In  fhort,  it  was  a  kind  of  a  Sloop,  of  the  Burthen 
of  near  1 8  or  20  Ton,  and  had  we  had  Mafls  and 
Sails,  flanding  and  running  Rigging,  as  is  ufual  in 
fuch  Cafes,  and  other  Conveniences,  the  VefTel  might 
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have  carry'd  us  wherever  we  could  have  had  a  Mind 
to  go ;  but  of  all  the  Materials  we  wanted,  this  was 
the  worft,  'viz.  that  we  had  no  Tar  and  but  little 
Pitch  to  pay  the  Seams,  and  fecure  the  Bottom ;  and 
tho'  we  did  what  wc  could  with  Tallow  and  Oil,  to 
make  a  Mixture  to  fupply  that  Part,  yet  we  could 
not  bring  it  to  anfwer  our  End  fully ;  and  when  we 
launch'd  her  into  the  Water,  fhe  was  fo  leaky,  and 
took  in  the  Water  fo  fait,  that  we  thought  all  our 
Labour  had  been  loft,  for  we  had  much  ado  to  make 
her  I'wim ;  and  as  for  Pumps,  we  had  none,  nor 
had  we  any  Means  to  make  one. 

But  at  length  one  of  the  Natives,  a  black  Negvo- 
tnan,  fhewed  us  a  Tree,  the  Wood  of  which  being 
put  into  the  Fire,  fends  forth  a  Liquid  that  is  as  glu- 
tinous, and  almoft  as  ftrong  as  Tar,  and  of  which, 
by  boiling,  we  made  a  Sort  of  StujfF  which  ferv'd  us 
for  Pitch,  and  this  anfwered  our  End  efFedlually; 
for  we  perfetftly  made  our  Veffel  found  and  tight, 
fo  that  we  wanted  no  Pitch  or  Tar  at  all.  This  Se- 
cret has  ftood  me  in  ftead  upon  many  Occafions  fmce 
that  time,  in  the  fame  Place. 

Our  Vefiel  being  thus  finifhed,  out  of  the  Mizen 
Maft  of  the  Ship,  v*^e  made  a  very  good  Maft  to  her, 
and  fitted  our  Sails  to  it  as  well  as  we  could ;  then 
we  made  a  Rudder  and  Tiller;  and,  in  a  Word, 
every  thing  that  our  prefent  Neceffity  called  upon  us 
for ;  and  having  viftualled  her,  and  put  as  much 
frefh  Water  on  Board  as  we  thought  we  wanted,  or 
as  we  knew  how  to  ftow  (for  we  were  yet  without 
Cafks)  we  put  to  Sea  with  a  fair  Wind. 

We  had  fpent  near  another  Year  in  thefe  Rambles, 
and  in  this  Piece  of  Work ;  for  it  was  now,  as  our 
Men  faid,  about  the  Beginning  of  our  February,  and 
the  Sun  went  from  us  apace,  which  was  much  to  our 
Satisfaftion,  for  the  Heats  were  exceeding  violent. 
The  Wind,  as  I  faid,  was  fair,  for  a?  I  have  lince 
C  2  learnt, 
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Jearnt,  the  Winds  generally  fpring  up  to  the  Eafl- 
ward,  as  the  Sun  goes  from  them  to  the  North. 

Our  Debate  now  was,  which  Way  we  fhould  go, 
and  never  were  Men  fo  irrefolute;  fome  were  for  go- 
ing to  the  Eaft,  and  ftretching  away  direflly  for  the 
Coaft  oi Malabar ,  but  others  who  confidercd  more 
ferioufly  the  Length  of  that  Voyage,  Ihook  their 
Heads  at  the  Proporrd,  knowing  very  well,  that 
neither  our  Provifions,  efpecir.lly  of  Water,  or  our 
Veflel,  were  equal  to  fuch  a  Run  as  that  is,  of  near 
2000  Miles,  without  any  Land  to  touch  at  in  the 
Way. 

Thefe  Men  too  had  all  along  had  a  great  Mind  to 
a  Voyage  for  the  main  Land  of  /Jfiick,  where  they 
faid  we  Ihould  have  a  fair  Cail  for  our  Lives,  and 
might  be  fure  to  make  our  felves  rich  which  Way 
foever  we  went,  if  we  were  but  able  to  make  our 
Way  through,  whether  by  Sea  or  by  Land. 

Befides,  as  the  Cafe  Hood  with  us,  we  had  not 
much  Choice  for  our  Way ;  for  if  we  had  refoWd 
for  the  Eaft,  we  were  at  the  wrong  Seafon  of  the 
Year,  and  muft  have  ftaid  till  Jpril  or  May  before 
we  had  gone  to  Sea.  At  length,  as  we  had  the 
Wind  at  S.  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  and  fine  promifmg  Wea- 
ther, we  came  all  into  the  firft  Propofal,  and  refolved 
for  the  Coaft  of  Africa ;  nor  were  we  long  in  difput- 
ing  as  to  our  Coafting  the  Ifland,  which  we  were 
upon ;  for  we  were  now  on  the  wrong  Side  of  the 
lilarud  for  the  Voyage  we  intended ;  So  we  ftood  a- 
way  to  the  North,  and  having  rounded  the  Cape, 
^ve  hall'd  away  Southward  under  the  Lee  of  the 
Ifland,  thinking  to  reach  the  Weft  Point  of  Land, 
which,  as  I  obferved  before,  runs  out  fo  far  towards 
the  Coaft  of  Africa^  as  would  have  fhorten'd  our 
Run  almoft  lOo  Leagues.  But  when  we  had  failed 
about  thirty  Leagues,  we  found  the  Winds  variable 
under  the  Shore,  and  right  againft  us ;  fo  we  con- 
cluded to  ftand  over  diredly,  for  then  we  had  the 
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Wind  fair,  and  our  Veflel  was  but  very  ill  fitted  to  lye 
near  the  Wind,  or  any  Way  indeed  but  juft  afore  it. 

Having  refolv'd  upon  it  therefore,  we  put  in  to 
the  Shore,  to  furnifh  ourfelves  again  with  frefh  Wa- 
ter and  other  Provifions,  and  about  the  latter  End  of 
March,  with  more  Courage  than  Difcretion,  more 
Refolution  than  Judgment,  we  launch'd  for  the  main 
Coall  q{  u4frica. 

As  for  me,  I  had  no  Anxieties  about  it ;  fo  that 
we  had  but  a  View  of  reaching  fome  Land  or  other, 
1  cared  not  what  or  where  it  was  to  be,  having  at  this 
Time  no  Views  of  what  was  before  me,  nor  much 
Thought  of  what  might,  or  might  not  befal  me ; 
but  with  as  little  Confideration  as  any  one  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  at  my  Age,  I  confented  to  every  Thing 
rhat  was  propofed,  however  hazardous  the  Thing  it- 
lelf,  however  improbable  the  Succefs. 

The  Voyage,  as  it  was  undertaken  with  a  great 
deal  of  Ignorance  and  Defperation,  fo  really  it  was 
not  carry'd  on  with  much  Rc'okition  or  Judgment ; 
for  we  knew  no  more  of  the  Courfe  we  were  to  Iteer, 
tliin  this,  that  it  was  any  where  about  the  Weft, 
within  two  or  three  Points  N.  or  S.  and  as  we  had 
no  Compafs  with  us,  but  a  little  Brafs  Pocket  Com- 
pafs,  which  one  of  our  Men  had  more  by  Accident 
than  otherwife,  fo  we  could  not  be  very  exadl  in  our 
Courfe. 

However,  as  it  pleafed  God  that  the  Wind  con- 
tinued fair  at  S.  E.  and  by  E.  we  found  that  N.  W, 
by  W.  which  was  right  afore  it,  was  as  good  a 
Courfe  for  us  as  any  we  could  go,  and  thus  we  went 
on. 

The  Voyage  was  much  longer  than  we  expefled  i 
our  Veffel  alfo,  which  had  no  Sail  that  was  propor- 
tion'd  to  her,  made  but  very  little  Way  in  the  Sea, 
and  fail'd  heavily.  We  had  indeed  no  great  Ad- 
ventures happen*d  in  this  Voyage,  being  out  of  the 
Way  of  every  Thing  that  could  offer  to  divert  us; 
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and  as  for  feeing  any  Veffel,  we  had  not  the  leaft  Oc- 
cafion  to  hail  any  Thing  in  all  the  Voyage  ;  for  we 
faw  not  one  Veflel  fmall  or  great,  the  Sea  we  were 
upon  being  entirely  out  of  the  Way  of  all  Commerce  ; 
for  the  People  of  Madagafcar  knew  no  more  of  the 
Shores  of  Jfrica  than  we  did,  only  that  there  was  a 
Country  of  Lions,  as  they  call  //,  that  Way. 

We  had  been  eight  or  nine  Days  under  Sail,  with 
a  fair  Wind,  when,  to  our  great  Joy  one  of  our  Men 
cry'd  out,  Land.  We  had  great  Reafon  to  be  glad 
of  the  Difcovery  ;  for  we  had  not  Water  enoiigh  left 
for  above  two  or  three  Days  more,  tho'  at  a  fliort 
Allowance.  However,  tho'  it  was  early  in  the  Mor- 
ning when  we  difcover'd  it,  we  made  it  near  Night 
before  we  reach'd  it,  the  Wind  flackening  almoft  to 
a  Calm,  and  our  Ship  being,  as  I  faid,  a  very  dull 
Sailer. 

We  were  fadly  baulk'd  upon  our  coming  to  the 
Land,  when  we  found,  that  inAead  of  the  main  Land 
of  Afrkk,  it  was  only  a  little  Illand,  with  no  Inha- 
bitants upon  it,  at  leaft,  none  that  we  could  find ; 
nor  any  Cattle,  except  a  few  Goats,  of  which  we 
killed  three  only.  However,  they  ferved  us  for  frefh 
Meat,  and  we  found  very  good  Water  \  and  it  was 
fifteen  Days  more  before  we  reach  d  the  Main,  which, 
however,  at  lail  we  arrivM  at ;  and  which  was  moll 
eflential  to  us,  we  came  toit  juft  as  all  our  Provifions 
were  fpent.  Indeed  we  may  fay  they  were  fpent 
firft  ;  for  we  had  but  a  Pint  of  W'ater  a  Day  to  each 
Man  for  the  lall  two  Days.  But  to  our  great  Joy, 
we  faw  the  Land,  tho'  at  a  great  Diftance,  the  Even- 
ing before,  and  by  a  pleafant  Gale  in  the  Night, 
were,  by  Morning,  within  two  Leagues  of  the 
Shore. 

We  never  fcrupled  going  alhore  at  the  firft  Place 
we  came  at,  tho'  had  we  had  Patience,  we  might 
have  found  a  veiy  line  River  a  little  farther  North. 
Hcv/ever,  we  kept  our  Frigate  on  Ploat  by  the  Help 
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of  two  great  Poles  which  we  faften'd  into  the  Ground 
to  More  her,  like  Piles ;  and  the  little  weak  Ropes, 
which,  as  I  faid,  we  had  made  of  Matting,  ferved 
us  well  enough  to  make  the  VefTel  faft. 

As  foon  as  we  had  viewed  the  Country  a  little, 
got  frefh  Water,  and  furnifhed  our  felves  with  fome 
Vii^luals,  which  we  found  very  fcarce  here,  we  went 
on  board  again  with  our  Stores.  All  we  got  for  Pro- 
vifion,  was  fome  Fowls  that  we  killed,  and  a  kind  of 
wild  Buffloe,  or  Bull,  very  fmall,  but  good  Meat : 
I  fay,  having  got  thefe  Things  on  Board,  we  re- 
folved  to  fail  on  along  the  Coaft,  which  lay  away 
N.  N.  E.  till  we  found  fome  Creek  or  River  that  we 
might  run  up  into  the  Country,  or  fome  Town  or 
People;  for  we  had  Reafon  enough  to  know  the 
Place  was  inhabited,  becaufe  we  (everal  Times  faw 
Fires  in  the  Night,  and  Smoke  in  the  Day,  every 
Way  at  a  Diftance  from  us. 

At  length  we  came  to  a  very  large  Bay,  and  in  it 
foveral  little  Creeks  or  Rivers  emptying  themfelves 
into  the  Sea,  and  we  run  boldly  into  the  firft  Creek 
we  came  at ;  where  feeing  fome  Hutts  and  wild  Peo- 
ple about  them,  on  the  Shore,  werunourVeiTelinto 
a  little  Cove  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Creek,  and 
held  up  a  long  Pole  with  a  white  Bit  of  Cloath  on  it^ 
for  a  Signal  of  Peace  to  them.  We  found  they  un- 
derflood  us  prefently,  for  they  came  flocking  to  us 
both  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  moll  of  them  of 
both  Sexes  Hark  naked.  At  firrt  they  flood  v/ondering 
and  flaring  as  us,  as  if  we  had  been  Monllers,  and  as 
if  they  had  been  frighted  ;  but  we  found  they  incli- 
ned to  be  familiar  wich  us  afterwards.  The  firft 
Thing  we  did  to  try  them,  was,  we  held  up  our 
Hands  to  our  Mouths,  as  if  we  were  to  drink,  fig- 
nifying  that  we  wanted  Water.  This  they  under- 
ftood  prefently,  and  three  of  their  Women  and  two 
Boys  ran  away  up  the  L,and,  and  came  back  in  about 
Haifa  Quarter  of  an  Hour  with  feveral  Pots  made 
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of  Earth  pretty  enough,  and  bak'd,  I  fuppofe,  frt 
the  Sun  ;  thel'e  they  brought  us  full  of  Water,  and 
fct  them  down  near  the  Sea-fhorc,  and  there  left 
them,  going  back  a  little,  that  we  might  fetch  them, 
vhich  we  did. 

Sometime  after  this,  they  brought  us  Roots  and 
Herbs,  and  fome  Fruits  which  I  cannot  remember, 
and  gave  us ;  but  as  we  had  nothing  to  give  them, 
we  found  them  not  fo  free  as  the  People  in  Madagnfcar 
were.  However,  our  Cutler  went  to  Work,  and  as 
he  had  faved  fome  Iron  out  of  the  Wreck  of  the  Ship, 
he  made  Abundance  of  Toys,  Birds,  Dogs,  Pins, 
Hooks,  and  Rings,  and  we  helped  to  file  them,  and 
make  them  bright  for  him  ;  and  when  we  gave  them 
fome  ofthefe,  they  brought  us  all  the  Sorts  of  Pro - 
vifions  they  had,  fuch  as  Goats,  Hogs,  and  Cows, 
and  we  got  Vidluals  enough. 

We  were  now  landed  upon  the  Continent  of  Jfricay 
the  moll  defolate,  defart,  and  unhofpitable  Country 
in  the  W^orld,  even  Greenland  and  No'va  Zejnbia  it- 
felf  not  excepted  ;  with  this  Difference  only,  that 
even  the  woril  Part  of  it  we  found  inhabited ;  tho'  ta- 
king the  Nature  and  Quality  of  fome  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, it  might  have  been  much  better  to  us  if  there 
had  been  none. 

And,  to  add  to  the  Exclamation  I  am  making  on 
the  Nature  of  the  Place,  it  was  here,  that  we  took 
one  of  the  rafheft  and  wildeft,  and  mofl  defperate 
Refolutions  that  ever  was  taken  by  Man,  or  any 
Number  of  Men,  in  the  World ;  this  was,  to  travel 
over  Land  through  the  Heart  of  the  Country,  from 
the  Coaft  of  Mo7:ambique,  on  the  Eaft-Ocean  to  the 
Coafl  of  Angola  or  Guinea,  on  the  Weflern  or  Atlan- 
tick  Ocean,  a  Continent  of  Land  of  at  leaft  1 800 
Miles ;  in  which  Journey  we  had  excelhve  Heats  to 
fupport,  unpafTable  Defarts  to  go  over,  no  Carria- 
ges, Camels  or  Bealls  of  any  Kind  to  carry  our  Bag- 
gage, innumerable  Numbers  of  wild  and  ravenous 

Beafts 


Capt,  Singleton".  57 

Beafts  to  encounter  with,  fuch  as  Lions,  Leopards,. 
Tygers,  Lizards,  and  Elephants ;  we  had  the  Equi- 
nodlial  Line  to  pafs  under,  and  confequently  were  in 
the  very  Center  of  the  Torrid  Zone  ;  we  had  Na- 
tions of  Savages  to  encounter  with,  barbarous  and 
brutifh  to  the  lall  Degree,  Hunger  and  Thirft  to 
rtruggle  with ;  and,  in  one  Word,  Terrors  enough 
to  have  daunted  the  ftouteft  Hearts  that  ever  were 
placed  in  Cafes  of  Flefh  and  Blood. 

Yet,  fearlefsofall  thefe,  we  refolved  to  adventure,, 
and  accordingly  made  fuch  Preparation  for  our  Jour- 
ney, as  the  Place  we  were  in  would  allow  us,  and' 
fuch  as  our  little  Experience  of  the  Country  feem'd  tQ> 
dicl:ate  to  us. 

It  had  been  fome  Time  already  that  we  had  been 
ufed  to  tread  bare-footed  upon  the  Rocks,  the  Gravel,  - 
the  Grafs  and  the  Sand  on  the  Shore  ;  but  as  we  found 
the  worft  Thing  for  our  Feet  was,    the  walking  or 
travelling  on  the  dry  burning  Sands,     within  the 
Country ;    fo  v/e  piovided  ourfelves  v/ith  a  Sort  of 
Shoes  made  of  the  Skins  of  Wild  Beafts,    with  the 
Hair  inward,  and  being  dryed  in  the  Sun,    the  Out- 
fide  were  thick  and  hard,    and  would  laft  a  great' 
while.      In  Ihort,    as  I  called  them,    fo  I  think  the  • 
Term  very  proper  ftill,    we  made  us  Gloves  for  our 
Feet,    and  we  found  them  very  convenient  and  very 
comfortable. 

We  converfed  with  fome  of  the  Natives  of  the 
Country  who  were  friendly  enough.  What  Tongue 
they  fpoke,  I  do  not  yet  pretend  to  know.  We 
talked  as  far  as  we  could  make  them  underfl:and  us, 
not  only  about  our  Provifions,  but  alfo  about  our 
Undertaking ;  and  ask'd  them  what  Country  lay 
that  Way,  pointing  Weil  with  our  Hands.  They 
told  us  but  little  to  our  Purpofe,  only  we  thought  by 
ail  their  Difcourfe,  that  there  were  many  great  Ki— 
v^rs,  many  Lions  and  Tygers,  Elephants,  and  fu- 
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rious  wild  Ca-:   (wliich  in  the  End  we  found  to  be 
Civet  Cats)  and  the  like. 

When  we  asL'd  them,  if  any  one  had  ever  tra- 
velled that  Way,  tney  told  us  Yes,  feme  had  gone 
to  where  the  Sun  fleeps,  meaning  to  the  Well ;  but 
they  could  not  teil  us  who  they  were.  When  we 
ask'd  for  Tome  to  guide  us,  they  fhrunk  up  their 
Shoulders  as  Frenchmen  do  when  they  are  afraid  to 
undertake  a  Thing.  When  we  ask'd  them  about 
the  Lions  and  wild  Creatures,  they  laught,  and  let 
us  know  they  would  do  us  no  Hurt,  and  direfted  us 
to  a  good  Way  indeed  to  deal  with  them,  and  that 
was  to  make  fome  Fire,  which  would  always  fright 
them  away,  andfo  indeed  we  found  it. 

Upon  thefe  Encouragements  we  refolvtd  upon  our 
Journey,  and  many  Confide  rations  put  us  upon  it, 
which,  had  the  Thing  itielf  been  prr.dlicable,  v>e 
were  not  fo  much  to  blame  for,  as  it  might  other- 
wife  be  fuppoied ;  I'll  name  fome  of  them,  not  to 
make  the  Account  too  tedious. 

Firft,  We  were  perfectly  defiitute  of  Means  to 
wo^k  about  cur  own  Deliverance  any  other  Way  ; 
we  were  on  Shore  in  a  Place  perfetlly  remote  from 
ail  European  Navigation ;  ib  that  we  could  never 
think  of  being  relieved,  and  fetch'd  off  by  any  of 
our  own  Countrymen  in  that  Part  of  the  World. 
Secondly,  If  v/e  had  adventur  d  to  have  faikd  co 
along  the  Coaft  of  Mozambique^  and  tlic  defolaie 
Shores  of  y^/r^  to  the  North,  till  we  came  to  the 
Red  Sea,  all  we  could  hope  for  there,  was  to  be  ta- 
ken by  the  Arabs,  and  be  lold  for  Slaves  to  the  Turks , 
which  to  all  of  us  was  little  better  than  Death.  We 
could  not  bui'd  any  Thing  of  a  Veffel  that  woul4 
carry  us  over  the  great  Arabian  Sea  to  India,  nor 
could  we  reach  the  Cape  de  Bona  Speran%a,  the 
Winds  being  too  variable,  arid  the  Sea  in  that  Lati- 
tude too  tempefluous ;  but  we  all  knew,  if  we  could 
trofs  this  Continent  of  Land,    we  might  reach  iome 
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of  the  great  Rivers  that  run  into  the  Atlantick  Ocean, 
and  that  on  the  Banks  of  any  of  thofe  Rivers  we 
might  there  build  us  Canoes  which  would  carry  us 
down,  if  it  were  Thoufands  of  Miles ;  fo  that  we 
could  want  nothing  but  Food,  of  which  we  were 
afilircd  we  might  kill  fufficientwith  our  Guns:  And, 
to  add  to  the  Satisfadion  of  our  Deliverance,  we 
concluded  we  might  every  one  of  us  get  a  Quantity 
of  Gold,  which,  if  we  came  lafe,  would  infinitely 
recompence  us  for  our  Toil. 

1  cannot  fay,  that  in  all  our  Confultations  I  ever 
began  to  enter  into  the  Weight  and  Merit  of  any 
Enterprize  we  went  upon  till  now.  My  View  before 
was,  as  I  thought,  very  good,  a-Zz.  that  we  fhould 
get  into  the  Arabian  Gulph,  or  the  Mouth  of  the 
Red  Sea,  and  waiting  for  iome  VcfTel  paffing,  or  re- 
pairing there,  of  which  there  is  Plenty,  have  feized 
upon  the  firil  we  came  at,  by  Force,  and  not  only 
have  enriched  our  felves  with  her  Cargo,  but  have 
carried  our  felves  to  what  Part  of  the  World  we  had 
pleafed :  But  when  they  came  to  talk  to  me  of  a 
March  of  2  or  3 ceo  Aliles  on  P'oot,  of  Wandering 
in  Defarts,  among  Lions  and  Tygers,  I  confefs  my 
Blood  run  chill,  and  I  ufed  all  the  Arguments  I 
could  to  perfwade  them  againft  it. 

But  they  were  all  pofitlvc,  and  I  might  as  well 
have  held  my  Tongue  j  fo  I  fubmitted,  and  told 
them,  I  would  keep  to  our  firil  Law,  to  be  govern- 
ed by  the  Majority,  and  we  rcfolved  upon  our  Jour- 
ney. The  firft  thing  we  did,  was  to  take  an  Obfer- 
vation,  and  fee  whereabouts  in  the  World  we  were, 
v»hich  v»e  did,  and  found  we  were  in  the  Latitude 
-of  1 2  Degrees,  35  Minutes  South  of  the  Line.  The 
next  thing  was  to  look  on  the  Charts,  and  fee  the 
Coall  of  the  Country  we  aim.ed  at,  which  we  found 
to  be  from  8  to  1 1  Degrees  South  Latitude,  if  we 
went  for  the  Coaft  of  Angola ^  or  in  1 2  to  19  Degrees 
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North  Latitude,  if  we  made  for  the  River  t^iger, 
and  the  Coa(t  of  Guwey. 

Our  Aim  was  for  the  Coaft  of  Jngola,  which,  by 
the  Charts  we  had,  lying  very  near  the  fame  Lati- 
tude we  were  then  in,  our  Courfe  tliither  v/as  due 
Weft;  and  as  we  were  aflured  we  fhould  meet  with 
Rivers,  we  doubted  not,  but  that  by  their  Help  we 
might  eafe  our  Journey,  efpccially  if  we  could  find 
Means  to  crofs  the  great  Lake,  or  Inland  Sea,  wliich 
the  Natives  call  Coaimucoa,  out  of  which  it  is  faid 
the  River  Nile  has  its  Source  or  Beginning  ;  but  we 
reckoned  without  our  Hoft,  as  you  wril  fee  in  the 
Sequel  of  our  Story. 

The  next  thing  we  had  to  confider  was,  hovv  to 
carry  our  Baggage,  which  we  were  firft  of  all  deter- 
mined not  to  travel  without;  neither  indeed  was  it 
poffible  for  us  to  do  fo,  for  even  our  Ammunition 
which  v/as  abfolutely  neceflary  to  us,  and  on  which 
our  Subfiltence,  I  mean  for  Food,  as  well  as  our  De- 
fence againft  wild  Beafts,  and  wild  Men  depended  : 

1  fay,  even  our  Ammunition  was  a  I^oad  too  heavy 
for  us  to  carry  in  a  Country  where  the  Heat  were 
fuch,  that  we  fiiould  be  Load  enough  for  our  felves. 

We  enquired  in  the  Country,  and  found  there  was 
no  Bcait  of  Burthen  known  among  them ;  that  is  to 
fay,  neither  Hones  or  Mules  or  Afies,  Camels  or 
Dromedaries ;  the  only  Creature  they  had,  was  a 
kind  of  Bufflce,  or  tame  Bull,  fuch  a  one  as  we  had 
killed;  and  that  fome  of  thefe  they  had  brought  fo 
to  their  Hand,  that  they  taught  them  to  go  and 
come  with  their  Voices,  as  they  called  them  to  them, 
«r  fent  them  from  them ;  that  they  made  them  carry 
Burthens,  and  particularly,  that  they  would  fwim 
over  Rivers  and  Lakes  upon  them,  the  Creatures 
fwimming  very  high  and  llrong  in  the  Water. 

But  we  niKrerllood  nothing  of  the  Management  or 
Guiding  fuch  a  Creature,  or  how  to  bind  a  Burthen 
upon  tiiem;  and  this  lall  Part  of  our  Confultation 
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puzzled  us  extremely  :  At  lafl:  I  propofed  a  Method 
for  them,  which  after  fome  Confideration,  they 
found  very  convenient  j  and  this  was  to  quarrel  with 
fome  of  the  Negro  Natives,  take  ten  or  twelve  of 
them  Prifoners,  and  binding  them  as  Slaves,  cauie 
them,  to  travel  with  us,  and  make  them  carry  our 
Baggage  j  which  I  alledged  would  be  convenient  and 
ufeful  many  ways,  as  well  to  fhew  us  the  Way^  as 
to  converfe  with  other  Natives  for  us. 

This  Counfel  was  not  accepted  at  firfl,  but  the 
Natives  foon  gave  them  Reafon  to  approve  it;  and 
alfo  gave  them  an  Opportunity  to  put  it  in  Praflice ; 
for  as  our  little  Traffick  with  the  Natives  was  hither- 
to upon  the  Faith  of  their  firft  Kindnefs,  we  found 
fome  Knavery  among  them  at  lall ;  for  having 
bought  fome  Cattel  of  them  for  our  Toys,  which, 
as  I  faid,  our  Cutler  had  contrived,  one  of  our  Men 
differing  with  his  Chapman,  truly  they  huff'd  him 
in  their  Manner,  and  keeping  the  things  he  had 
offered  them  for  the  Cattel,  made  their  Fellows  drive 
away  the  Cattel  before  his  Face,  and  laugh  at  him ; 
our  Man  crying  out  loud  of  this  Violence,  and  call- 
ing to  fome  of  us,  who  were  not  far  off,  the  Negro 
he  was  dealing  with  threw  a  Lance  at  him,  which 
came  fo  true,  that  if  he  had  not  with  great  Agility 
jumped  afide,  and  held  up  his  Hand  alio  to  turn  the 
Lance  as  it  came,  it  had  ftruck  through  his  Body, 
and,  as  it  was,  it  woundtd  him  in  the  Arm;  at 
which  the  Man  enraged  took  up  his  Fuzee,  and  Ihot 
the  Negro  through  the  Heart. 

The  others  that  were  near  him,  and  all  thofe  that 
were  \\\ih.  us  at  a  Diilance,  were  fo  terribly  frighted; 
firll,  at  the  Flalh  of  Fire;  fecondly,  at  the  Noife ; 
and  thirdly,  at  feeing  their  Countryman  killed, 
that  they  ftood  like  Men  ftupid  and  amazed,  at  firlt, 
for  fome  time  :  But  after  they  were  a  little  recovered 
from  their  Fright,  one  of  them,  -at  a  good  Dillance 
from  us,  fet  up  a  fudden  fcreaming  Noile,  which, 
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it  feems,  is  the  Noife  they  make  when  they  go  to 
Fight;  and  all  the  rell  underllanding  what  he  meant, 
anlwcied  him,  and  run  together  to  the  Place  where 
he  was,  and  we  not  knowing  what  it  meant,  flood 
Hill  looking  upon  one  another  like  a  Parcel  of  Fools. 
But  we  were  prelently  undeceived,  for  in  two  or 
three  Minutes  more  we  heard  the  fcreaming  roaring 
Noife  go  on  from  one  Place  to  another,  through  all 
their  little  Towns;  nay,  even  over  the  Creek  to  the 
other  Side;  and,  on  a  Hidden  we  faw  a  naked  Mul- 
titude running  from  all  Parts  to  the  Place  where  the 
iirll  Man  began  it,  as  to  a  Rendezvous ;  and,  in  lefs 
than  an  Hour,  I  believe  there  was  near  500  of  them 
gotten  together,  armed  fome  vvith  Bows  and  Arrows, 
but  moil  with  Lances,  with  which  they  throw,  at  a 
good  Diilance,  fo  nicely,  that  they  will  llrike  a  Bird 
flying. 

We  had  but  a  very  little  time  for  Confultation, 
for  the  Multitude  was  encreafmg  every  Moment ; 
and  I  verily  believe,  if  we  had  llay'd  long,  they 
would  have  been  loooo  together  in  a  little  time. 
We  had  nothing  to  do  therefore,  but  to  fly  to  our 
Ship  or  Bark,  where  indeed  we  could  have  defended 
our  felves  very  well,  or  to  advance  and  try  what  a 
Volley  or  two  of  fmall  Shot  would  do  for  us. 

■  We  refolved  immediately  upon  the  latter,  depend- 
ing upon  it,  that  the  Fire  and  Terror  of  our  Shot 
would  Toon  put  them  to  Flight;  fo  we  drew  up  all  in 
a  'Line,  and  marched  boldly  up  to  them ;  they  flood 
ready  to  meet  us,  depending,  I  fuppofe,  to  deftroy 
us  all  with  their  Lances ;  we  halted,  and  ftanding  at 
a  good  Diilance  from  one  another,  to  ftretch  our 
Line  as  far  as  we  could,  we  gave  them  a  Salute  with 
our  Shot,  which  befides  what  we  wounded  that  we 
knew  not  of,  knocked  flxteen  of  them  down  upon 
the  Spot,  and  three  more  were  fo  lamed,  that  they 
fell  about  20  or  30  7ards  from  them. 
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As  fcon  as  we  had  fired,  they  fet  up  the  horrldeft 
Yell,  or  Howling,  partly  raiftd  by  thofe  that  were 
wounded,  and  partly  by  thofe  that  pitied  and  con- 
doled the  Bodies  they  iaw  lye  dead,  that  I  never 
heard  any  thing  like  it  before  or  fmce. 

We  Hood  Stock  Hill  after  we  had  fired,  to  load 
our  Guns  again,  and  finding  they  did  not  ftir  from 
the  Place,  we  fired  among  them  again;  we  killed 
about  nine  of  them  at  the  fecond  Fire;  but  as  they 
did  not  Hand  fo  thick  as  before,  all  our  Men  did  not 
fire,  feven  of  us  being  ordered  to  referve  our  Charge, 
and  to  advance  as  foon  as  the  other  had  fired,  while 
the  reft  loaded  again  j  of  which  I  Ihall  fpeak  again 
prefently. 

As  foon  as  we  had  fired  the  fecond  Volley  we 
fhouted  as  loud  as  we  could,  and  the  (even  Alen  ad- 
vanced upon  them,  and,  coming  about  20  Yards 
nearer,  fired  again,  and  thofe  that  were  behind  hav- 
ing loaded  again,  with  all  Expedition,  foUow'd  but 
when  they  law  us  advance,  they  run  fcreaming  away 
as  if  they  were  bewitched. 

When  we  came  up  to  the  Field  of  Battle,  we  favv 
a  great  Number  of  Bodies  lying  upon  the  Ground, 
many  more  than  we  could  fuppofe  were  killed  or 
wounded,  nay  more  than  we  had  Bullets  in  our  Pie- 
ces when  we  fired;  and  we  could  not  tell  what  to 
make  of  it;  but  at  length,  we  found  how  it  was, 
inzi  that  they  were  frighted  out  of  all  manner  of 
Senfe ;  nay,  I  do  believe  feveral  of  thofe  that  were 
really  dead,  were  frighted  to  Death,  and  had  no 
Wound  about  them. 

Of  thofe  that  were  thus  frighted,  as  I  have  faid, 
feveral  of  them,  as  they  recovered  themfelves,  came 
and  worihipped  us  (taking  us  for  Gods  or  Devils,  I 
know  not  which,  nor  did  it  much  matter  to  us)  fome 
kneeling,  feme  throwing  themfelves  flat  on  the 
Ground,  made  a  Thoul'and  antick  Geftures,  but  all 
with  Tokens  of  the  moil  profound  Submiffion.     It 

prefently 


64  ^he  Adventures  of 

prefently  came  into  my  Head,  that  we  might  now  by 
the  L,aw  of  Arms  take  as  many  Prifoners  as  we  would, 
and  make  them  travel  with  us,  and  carry  our  Bag- 
gage :  As  ibon  as  I  propofcd  it,  our  Men,  were  all 
of  my  Mind ;  and  accordingly  we  fecured  about  60 
Infty  young  Fellows,  and  let  them  know  they  mull 
go  with  us ;-  which  they  feemed  very  willing  to  do  : 
But  the  next  Queftion  we  had  among  ourfelves,  was, 
how  we  fhould  do  to  truft  them,  for  we  found  the 
People  not  like  thofe  of  Madagafcar,  but  fierce,  re- 
vengeful and  treacherous,  for  which  Reafon  we  were 
fure,  that  we  fhould  have  no  Service  from  them  but 
that  of  meer  Slaves,  no  Subjedion  that  would  conti- 
nue any  longer  than  the  Fear  of  us  was  upon  them, 
nor  any  Labour  but  by  Violence. 

Before  I  go  any  farther,  I  muft  hint  to  the  Rea- 
der, that  from  this  Time  forward  I  began  to  enter 
a  little  more  ferioufly  into  the  Circumftance  I  was  in, 
and  concem'd  myfelf  more  in  the  Conduft  of  our  Af- 
fairs ;  for,  the'  my  Comerades  were  all  older  Men, 
yet  I  began  to  find  them  void  of  Counfel,  or,  as  I 
now  call  it,  Prefence  of  Mind,  when  they  came  to 
the  Execution  of  a  Thing.  Thefirft  Occafion  I  took 
to  obferve  this,  was  in  their  late  Engagement  with 
the  Natives,  when,  tho"*  they  had  taken  a  good  Re- 
folution  to  attack  them,  and  fire  upon  them,  yet 
when  they  had  fired  the  firft  Time,  and  found  that 
the  Negroes  did  not  run  as  they  expeded,  their  Hearts 
began  to  fail,  and  I  am  perfwaded  if  their  Bark  had 
been  near  Hand,  they  would  every  Man  have  run 
away. 

Upon  this  Occafion,  I  began  to  take  upon  me  a 
little  to  hearten  them  up,  and  to  call  upon  them  to 
load  again,  and  give  them  another  Volley,  telling 
them  that  I  would  engage,  if  they  would  be  ruled  by 
me,  I'd  make  the  Negroes  run  fait  enough.  I  found 
this  heartncd  them,  and  therefore,  when  they  fired 
a  fecond  Time,    I  defired  them  to  referve  fome  of 
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their  Shot  to  an  Attempt  by  itfelf,    as  I  mentioned 
above. 

Having  fired  a  fecond  Tim:e,  I  was  indeed  forced 
to  command,  as  I  may  call  it.  Now,  Se/'gniors,  faid 
I,  let  us  give  them  a  Chear  ;  fo  I  open'd  my  Throat, 
and  fhouted  three  Times,  as  our  Englijh  Sailors  do  on 
Jike  Occafions ;  and  now  follow  me,  faid  I  to  the 
feven  that  had  not  fired,  and  V II ^.L-arrant you  njje  <vcill 
make  Work  <vcith  them  ;  and  fo  it  proved  indeed  :  For 
as  foon  as  they  faw  us  coming,  away  they  run  as 
above. 

From  this  Day  forward  they  would  call  me  nothing 
but  Seignior  Capitanio ;  but  I  told  them,  I  would  not 
be  called  Seignior.  Well  then,  faid  the  Gunner, 
who  fpoke  good  Englijh,  you  fhall  be  called  Captain 
Bob,  and  fo  they  gave  me  my  Title  ever  after. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  of  the  Fortuguefe  than  this, 
take  them  nationally  or  perfonally ;  if  they  are  ani- 
mated and  hearten'd  up  by  any  Body  to  go  before, 
and  encourage  them  by  Example,  they  will  behave 
well  enough ;  but  if  they  have  nothing  but  their  own 
Meafures  to  follow,  they  fmk  immediately  :  Thefe 
Men  had  certainly  fled  from  a  Parcel  of  naked  Sava- 
ges, tho'  even  by  flying  they  could  not  have  faved 
their  Lives,  if  I  had  not  fliouted  and  hallooed,  and 
made  rather  Sport  with  the  Thing,  than  a  Fight,  to 
keep  up  their  Courage. 

Nor  was  there  lefs  need  of  it  uponfeveral  Occafions 
hereafter ;  and  I  do  confefs,  I  have  often  wondered 
how  a  Number  of  Men,  who,  when  they  came  to 
the  Extremity,  were  fo  ill  fupported  by  their  own 
Spirits,  had  at  firft  Courage  to  propofe,  and  to  un- 
dertake the  moil  defperate  and  impradicable  Attempt 
that  ever  Men  wer.t  about  in  the  World. 

There  were  indeed  two  or  three  indefatigable  Men 
among  them,  by  whofe  Courage  and  Indultry  all  the 
reft  were  upheld ;  and  indeed  thofe  two  or  three  were 
the  Managers  of  them  from  the  Beginning  ;    that  was 
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the  Gunner,  and  that  Cutler  whom  I  call  the  Artift  ;. 
and  the  tlnrd,  who  was  pretty  well,  tho'  not  like 
either  of  them,  was  one  of  the  Carpenters.  Thefe. 
indeed  were  the  Life  and  Soul  of  all  the  rert,  and  it 
was  to  their  Courage  cliat  all  the  rell  ow'd  the  Refolu- 
tion  they  fhew'd  upon  any  Occafion.  But  when  thofe 
faw  me  take  a  little  upon  me,  as  above,  they  em- 
braced me,  and  treated  me  with  particular  Afteftion 
ever  after. 

This  Gunner  was  an  excellent  Mathematician,  a 
gcod  Scholar,  and  a  compleat  Sailor  ;  and  it  was  in 
converfing  intimately  with  him,  that  I  learnt  after- 
wards the  Grounds  of  v/ hat  Knowledge  I  have  fmce 
had  in  all  the  Sciences  ufeful  for  Navigation,  and 
particularly  in  the  Geographical  Part  of  Knowledge. 
Even  in  our  Converfation,  finding  me  eager  to  un- 
derftand  and  learn,  he  laid  the  Foundation  of  a  ge- 
neral Knowledge  of  Things  in  my  Mind,  gave  me 
juft  Ideas  of  the  Form  of  the  Earth  and  of  the  Sea, 
the  Situation  of  Countries,  the  Courfe  of  Rivers,  the 
Dcftrine  of  the  Spheres,  the  Motion  of  the  Stars ; 
and,  in  a  Word,  taught  me  a  Kind  of  Syltem  of  Af- 
tronomy,  which  I  afterwards  improved. 

In  elpecial  Manner,  he  filled  my  Head  with  afpi- 
ring  Thoughts,  and  with  an  earneil  Defire  after 
learning  every  Thing  that  could  be  taught  me  ;  con- 
vincing me,  that  nothing  could  qualify  me  for  great 
Undertakings,  but  a  Degree  of  Learning  fuperior  to 
what  was  ufual  m  the  Race  of  Seamen ;  he  told  me, 
that  to  be  ignorant,  was  to  be  certain  of  a  mean  Sta- 
tion in  the  World,  but  that  Knowledge  was  the  firll 
Step  to  Preferment.  He  was  always  flattering  me 
with  my  Capacity  to  learn  ;  and  tho*  that  fed  my 
Pride,  yet  on  the  other  Hand,  as  I  had  a  fecret  Am- 
bition which  jufi:  at  that  Time  fed  itfelf  in  my  Mind, 
it  prompted  in  me  an  infatiable  Thirft  after  Learning 
in  general,  and  I  refolved,  if  ever  I  came  back  to, 
Europe,    and  had  any  Thing  left  to  purchafe  it,    I 
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would  make  myrdf  Mailer  of  all  the  Parts  of  Learn- 
ing needful  to  the  making  of  me  a  compleat  Sailor  j 
but  I  was  not  fojuft  to  myfelf  afterwards,  as  to  do  it 
when  I  had  an  Opportunity. 

But  to  return  to  our  Bufmefs;  the  Gunner,  when 
he  favv  tlie  Service  I  had  done  in  the  Fight,  and 
heard  my  Propofal  for  keeping  a  Number  of  Prifoners 
for  our  March,  and  for  carrying  our  Baggage,  turns 
to  me  before  them  a!),  Captain  Bob,  fays  hey  I  think 
you  mull  be  our  Leader,  for  all  the  Succefs  of  this 
Enterprize  is  owing  to  you.  No,  no,  /aid  /,  do  not 
compliment  me,  ycu  fhall  be  our  Seignior  Capitanio, 
you  Ihall  be  Ge-neral,  I  am  too  young  for  it  i  ib  in 
Ihort,  we  all  agreed  he  Ihould  be  our  Leader ;  but 
he  would  not  accept  of  it  alone,  but  would  have  me 
join'd  with  him,  and  all  the  reft  agreeing,  I  was  ob- 
liged to  comply. 

The  lirll  Piece  of  Service  they  put  me  upon  in  this 
new  Command,  was  as  difficult  as  any  they  could 
think  of,  and  that  was  to  manage  the  Prifoners ; 
which  however  I  chearfully  undertook,  as  you  fhall 
hear  prefently ;  But  the  immediate  Confultation  was 
yet  of  more  Confequence ;  and  that  was,  Tirfli 
Which  Way  we  fhould  go,  and  Secondly,  How  to 
furnilh  ourfelves  for  the  Voyage  with  Provifions. 

There  was  among  the  Prifoners  one  tall,  well- 
IhapM,  handfome  Fellow,  to  whom  the  reft  feem'd 
to  pay  great  Refpe^l,  and  who,  as  we  underftood  af- 
terwards, was  the  Son  of  one  of  their  Kings,  his  Father 
was,  it  feems,  killed  at  our  firft  Volley,  and  he 
wounded  with  a  Shot  in  his  Arm,  and  with  another 
juft  on  one  of  his  Hips  or  Haunches.  The  Shot  in 
his  Haunch  being  in  a  flefliy  Part,  bled  much,  and 
he  was  half  dead  with  the  Lofs  of  Blood.  As  to  the 
Shot  in  his  Arm,  it  had  broke  his  Wrift,  and  he  was 
by  both  thefe  Wounds  quite  difabled,  fo  that  we  were 
once  going  to  turn  him  away,  and  let  him  die  ;  and 
if  we  had,  he  would  have  died  indeed  in  a  few  Days 
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more :  But  as  I  found  the  Man  had  fome  Rerpe(ft 
fhew'd  him,  it  prefently  occurred  to  my  Thoughts,, 
that  wc  might  bring  him  to  be  ufcful  to  us,  and  per- 
haps make  him  a  kind  of  Commander  over  them. 
Solcaufcdour  Surgeon  to  take  him  in  Hand,  and 
gave  the  poor  Wretch  good  Words,  tliat  is  to  fay, 
1  fpoke  to  him  as  well  as  I  could  by  Signs,  to  make 
him  underftand  that  we  would  make  him  well  again. 

This  created  a  new  Awe  in  their  Minds  of  us,  be- 
lieving that  as  we  could  kill  at  a  Diilance  by  fome- 
thing  invifible  to  them  (for  fo  our  Shot  was  to  be  fure) 
fo  we  could  make  them  well  again  too.  Upon  this 
the  young  Prince  (for  fo  we  called  him  afterwards) 
called  fix  or  feven  of  the  Savages  to  him,  and  faid 
fomething  to  them  ;  what  it  was  we  knew  not,  but 
immediately  all  the  feven  came  to  me,  and  kneef'd 
down  to  me,  holding  up  th^ir  Hands,  and  making 
iSigns  of  Entreaty,  pointing  to  the  Place  where  one  of 
thofe  lay  whom  we  had  killed: 

It  was  a  long  Time  before  I  or  any  of  us  could  un- 
derftand  them  ;  but  one  of  them  run  and  lifted  up  a 
dead  Man,  pointing  to  his  Wound,  which  was  in  his 
Eyes  for  he  was  Ihot  into  the  Head  at  one  of  his  Eyes- 
Then  another  pointed  to  the  Surgeon,  and  at  laft  we 
found  it  out,  that  the  Meaning  was,  that  he  fhould 
heal  the  Prince's  Father  too,  who  was  dead,  being 
ihot  thro'  the  Head,  as  above. 

We  prefently  took  the  Hint,  and  would  not  fay  we 
could  not  do  it,  but  let  them  know,,  the  Men  that 
were  kill'd  were  thofe  that  had  firft  fallen  upon  us, 
and  provoked  us,  and  we  would  by  no  Means  make 
them  alive  again  ;  and  that  if  any  other  did  fo,  we 
would  kill  them  too,  and  never  let  them  live  any 
more  :  But  that  if  he  (the  Prince)  would  be  willing  to 
go  with  us,  and  do  as  we  fhould  direfl  him,  Ave 
would  not  let  him  die,  and  would  make  his  Arm 
well.  Upon  this  he  bid  his  Men  go  and  fetch  a  long 
Stick  Of  Staff,  and  lay  on  the  Ground.     When  they 
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brought  It,  we  faw  it  was  an  Arrow  ;  he  took  it  with 
his  left  Hand,  (for  .his  Other  was  lame  with  the 
Wound)  and  pointing  up  at  the  Sun,  broke  the  Ar- 
row in  two,  and  fet  the  Point  againft  his  Breaft,  and 
then  gave  it  to  me.  This  was  as  I  underllood  after- 
wards, wifhing  the  Sun,  whom  they  worfliip,  might 
fhoot  him  into  the  Breaft  with  an  Arrow,  if  ever 
he  failed  to  be  my  Friend  ;  and  giving  the  Point  of 
the  Arrow  to  me,  was  to  be  a  Teftimony,  that  I 
was  the  Man  he  had  fworn  to  ;  and  never  was  Chri- 
ilian  more  pundlual  to  an  Oath,  than  he  was  to  this, 
for  he  was  a  fworn  Servant  to  us  for  many  a  weary 
Month  after  that. 

When  I  brought  him  to  the  Surgeon,  he  imme- 
diately drefs'd  the  Wound  in  his  Haunch  or  But- 
tock, and  found  the  Bullet  had  only  grazed  upon 
the  Fle(h,  and  pafs'd,  as  it  were,  by  it,  but  it  was 
not  lodg'd  in  the  Part ;  fo  that  it  was  foon  healed 
and  well  again  :  But  as  to  his  Arm,  he  found  one  of 
the  Bones  broken,  which  are  in  the  Fore-part  from 
the  Wrift  to  the  Elbow ;  and  this  he  fet,  and  fplin- 
ter'd  it  up,  and  bound  his  Arm  in  a  Sling,  hanging 
it  about  his  Neck,  and  making  Signs  to  him  that 
he  fnould  not  ftir  it ;  which  he  was  fo  ftridt  an  Ob- 
ferver  of,  that  he  fet  him  down,  and  never  movM 
one  Way  or  other,  but  as  the  Surgeon  gave  him 
heave. 

I  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  acquaint  this  Ne- 
groe  what  we  intended  to  do,  and  what  Ufe  we  in- 
tended to  make  of  his  Men  ;  and  particularly  to 
teach  him  the  Meaning  of  what  we  faid  :  Efpecially 
to  teach  him  fome  Words  fuch  as  Tes  and  No,  and 
what  they  meant,  and  to  inure  him  to  our  Way  of 
Talking,  and  he  was  very  willing  and  apt  to  learn 
any  thing  I  taught  him. 

It  was  eafy  to  let  him  fee,  that  we  intended  to  car- 
ry our  Provifion  with  us  from  the  firft  Day  ;  but  he 
made  Signs  to  u?,  to  tell  us  we  need  not,  for  that  we 
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fhould  find  Provifion  enough  every  where  for 
forty  Days.  It  was  very  difficult  for  us  to  under- 
ftand  how  he  exprcffcd  Forty  ;  for  he  knew  no  Fi- 
gures, but  fome  Words  they  ufed  to  one  another 
that  they  underftood  it  by.  At  lall  one  of  the  Ne- 
groes, by  his  Order,  laid  forty  little  Stones  one  by 
another,  to  fhevv  us  how  many  Days  we  fhould  tra- 
vel, and  find  Provifions  fufficient. 

Then  I  fhewed  him  our  Baggage,  which  was 
heavy,  particularly  our  Powder,  Shot,  Lead,  Iron, 
Carpenters  Tools,  Seamens  Inftruments,  Cafes  of 
Bottles,  and  other  Lumber.  He  took  fome  of  the 
things  up  in  his  Hand  to  feel  the  Weight,  and  fliook 
his  Head  at  them  ;  fo  I  told  our  People,  they  mull: 
refolve  to  divide  their  Things  into  fmall  Parcels, 
and  make  them  portable ;  and  accordingly  tliey  did 
fo,  by  which  means  \^'e  were  fain  to  leave  all  our 
Chefts  behind  us,  which  were  eleven  in  Number. 

Then  he  made  Signs  to  uS;  that  he  would  pro- 
cure fome  Biffloes,  or  young  Bulls,  as  I  called  them  ^ 
to  carry  things  for  us,  and  made  Signs  too,  that  if 
we  were  weary,  we  might  be  carry'd  too  ;  but  that 
we  flighted,  only  were  willing  to  have  the  Creatures, 
becaule  at  lall,  when  they  could  ferve  us  no  far- 
ther for  Carriage,  we  might  eat  them  all  up  if  we 
had  any  Occalion  for  them. 

I  then  carry'd  him  to  our  Bark,  and  fhewed  him 
what  things  we  had  there  ;  he  feem'd  amazM  at  the 
Sight  of  our  Bark,  having  never  feen  any  thing  of 
that  Kind  before,  for  their  Boats  are  moil  v/retched 
things,  fuch  as  I  never  faw  before,  having  no  Head 
or  Stern,  and  being  made  only  of  the  Skins  of  Goats 
fewed  together  with  dried  Guts  of  Goats  and  Sheep, 
and  done  over  with  a  kind  of  flimy  Stuff  like  Ro- 
fm  and  Oil,  but  of  a  moil  nauleous,  odious  Smell, 
and  they  are  poor  miferable  things  for  Boats,  the 
worfl  that  any  Part  of  the  World  ever  faw ;  a  Ca- 
ftoe  is  an  excellent  Contrivance  compared  to  them. 

But 
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"But  to  return  to  our  Boat  :  We  carried  our  new 
Prince  into  it,  and  help'd  him  over  the  Side,  be- 
caufe  of  his  Lamenefs.  We  made  Signs  to  him, 
that  his  Men  mull:  carry  our  Goods  for  us,  and 
ihewed  him  what  we  had  ;  he  anfwer'd,  Ce  Seignior, 
or,  Tes  Sify  (for  we  had  taught  him  that  Word, 
and  the  Meaning  of  it)  and  taking  up  a  Bundle,  he 
made  Signs  to  us,  that  when  his  Arm  was  well,  he 
would  carry  fome  for  us. 

I  made  Signs  again  to  tell  him,  that  if  he  would 
make  his  Men  carry  them,  we  would  not  let  him 
carry  any  thing.     We  had  fecured  all  the  Priioners 
in  a  narrow  Place,  where  we  had  bound  them  with 
Matt  Cords,  and  fet  up  Stakes  like  a  Palifado  round 
them ;  fo  when  we  carried  the  Prince  on  Shore,  we 
went  with  him  to  them,  and  made  Signs  to  him, 
to  afk  them  if  they  were  willing  to  go  with  us  to 
the  Country  of  Lions.    Accordingly  he  made  a  long 
Speech  to  them,  and  we  could  underftand  by  it,  that 
he  told  them,  if  they  were  willing,  they  mud  fay, 
Ce  Seigniory  telling   them  what  it  fignify'd.     They 
immediately  anfwered,  Ce  Seignior,  and  clapt  their 
Hands,  looking  up  to  the  Sun,  which  the  Prince 
fignify'd  to  us,  was  fwearing  to  be  feithful.     But  as 
foon  as  they  had  faid  fo,  one  of  them  made  a  long 
Speech  to  the  Prince,  and  in  it,  we  perceived  by  his 
Geftures,  which  were  very  antick,  that  they  defired 
fomething   from  us,  and  that  they  were   in    great 
Concern  about  it.    So  I  afk'd  him  as  well  as  I  could, 
what   it  was   they    defired  of   us ;   he  told   us  by 
Signs,  that  they  defired  we  fhould  clap  our  Hands 
to  the  Sun  (that  was  to  fwear)  that  we  would  not 
kill  them,  that  we  would  give  them  Chiaruck,  that 
•is  to  fay.  Bread,  would  not  flarve  them,  and  would 
not  let  the  Lions  eat  them.     I  told  him  we  would 
promife  all  that ;    then  he  pointed  to  the  Sun,  and 
clapt  his  Hands,  figning  to  me,  that  I  {hould  do  (o 
too,  which  I  did  ;  at  whjch  all  the  Prifoners  fell  flat 
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on  the  Ground,  and  rlfing  up  again,  made  the  odd- 
e'it,  wildeil  Cries  that  ever  I  heard. 

I  think  it  was  the  firft  time  in  my  Life  that  ever 
any  religious  Thought  afFc(^ed  me  ;  but  J  could 
not  refrain  fomc  Reflexions,  and  almoil  Tears,  in 
confidering  how  happy  it  was,  that  I  was  not  bom 
among  fuch  Creatures  as  thefe,  and  was  not  fo  llu- 
pidly  ignorant  and  barbarous  :  But  this  foon  went 
off  again,  and  I  was  not  troubled  again  with  any 
Qualms  of  that  fort  for  a  long  time  after. 

When  this  Ceremony  was  over,  our  Concern  was 
to  get  fome  Provifions,  as  well  for  the  prefent  Sub- 
fiflence  of  our  Prifoners,  as  ourfelves  ;  and  making: 
Signs  to  our  Prince,  that  we  were  thinking  upon 
that  Subjeft,  he  made  Signs  to  me,  that  if  I  would 
let  one  of  the  Prifoners  go  to  his  Town,  he  fhould 
bring  Provifions,  and  fhould  bring  fome  Beafls  to 
carry  our  Baggage.  I  feemed  loath  to  trull  him, 
and  fuppofmg  that  he  would  run  away,  he  made 
great  Signs  of  Fidelity,  and.  with  his  own  Hands 
tied  a  Rope  about  his  Neck,  offering  me  one  End 
of  it,  intimating,  that  I  fhould  hang  him,  if  the 
Man  did  not  come  again.  So  I  conlented,  and  he 
gave  him  Abundance  of  Inflruftions,  and  fent  him 
away,  pointing  to  the  Light  of  the  Sun,  which  it 
feems  was  to  tell  him,  at  what  time  he  mull  be 
back. 

The  Fellow  run  as  if  he  was  mad,  and  held  it 
till  he  was  quite  out  of  fight,  by  which  I  fuppofed 
he  had  a  great  Way  to  go.  The  next  Morning, 
about  two  Hours  before  the  Time  appointed,  the 
Black  Prince,  for  fo  I  always  called  hira,  beckon- 
ing with  his  Hand  to  me,  and  hollooing  after  his 
Manner,  defired  me  to  come  to  him,  which  I  did, 
when  pointing  to  a  little  Hill  about  two  IVIiles  off, 
I  faw  plainly  a  little  Drove  of  Cattle,  and  feveral 
People  with  them  ;  thofe  he  told  me  by  Signs  were 
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tiie  Man  he  had  fent,  and  feveral  more  with  him, 
and  Cattle  for  us. 

Accordingly,  by  the  Time  appointed,  he  came 
qii.^te  to  our  Hutts,  and  brought  with  him  a  great 
many  Cows,  young  Runts,  about  i6  Goats,  and 
four  young  Bulls,  taught  to  carry  Burthens. 

This  was  a  Supply  of  Provifions  fufhcient;  as 
for  Bread  we  were  obliged  to  fhift  with  fome  Roots 
which  we  had  made  uie  of  before.  We  then  be- 
gan to  conlider  of  making  fome  large  Bags  like  the 
Soldiers  Knapfacks,  for  their  Men  to  carry  our  Bag- 
gage in,  and  to  make  it  eafy  to  them  j  and  the 
Goats  being  killed,  I  ordered  the  Skins  to  be  fpread 
in  the  Sun,  and  they  were  as  dry  in  two  Days  as 
could  be  denred  ;  fo  we  found  means  to  make  fuch 
little  Bags  as  we  wanted,  and  began  to  divide  our 
Baggage  into  them  :  When  the  Black  Prince  found 
what  they  were  for,  and  how  eafy  they  were  of 
Carriage  when  we  put  them  on,  he  fmiled  a  little, 
and  fent  away  the  Man  again  to  fetch  Skins,  and 
he  brought  two  Natives  more  with  him,  all  loaded 
with  Skins  better  cured  than  ours,  and  of  other 
kinds,  fuch  as  we  could  not  tell  what  Names  to  give 
them. 

1'hefe  two  Men  brought  the  Black  Prince  two 
Lances  of  the  fort  they  ufe  in  their  Fights,  but 
finer  than  ordinary,  being  made  of  black  fmooth 
Wood,  as  fine  as  Ebony,  and  headed  at  the  Point 
with  the  End  of  a  long  Tooth  of  fome  Creature, 
we  could  not  tell  of  V'hat  Creature  ;  the  Head  was 
fo  firm  put  on,  and  the  Tooth  fo  ftrong,  tho'  no 
bigger  than  my  Thumb,  and  (harp  at  the  End,  that 
I  never  faw  any  thing  like  it  in  any  Place  in  the 
World. 

The  Prince  would  not  take  them  till  I  gave  him 
Leave,  but  made  Signs  that  they  fhould  give  them 
to  me;  however  I  gave  him  Leave  to  take  them 
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himfelf,  for  I  faw  evident  Signs  of  an  honourable 
juft  Principle  in  liim. 

We  now  prepared  for  our  March,  when  the 
Prince  coming  to  me,  and  pointing  towards  the  fe- 
veral  Quarters  of  the  World,  made  Signs  to  know, 
which  way  we  intended  to  go  ;  and  when  I  fhewed 
him,  pointing  to  the  Welt,  he  prefently  let  me 
know,  there  was  a  great  River  a  little  further  to  the 
North,  which  was  able  to  carry  our  Bark  many 
Leagues  into  the  Country  due  Weft.  I  prefently 
took  the  Hint,  and  enquired  for  the  Mouth  of  the 
River,  which  I  underftood  by  him  was  above  a 
Day's  March,  and  by  our  Eftimation  we  found  it 
about  feven  Leagues  further  ;  I  take  this  to  be  the 
^reat  River  marked  by  our  Chart  Makers  at  the 
Northmoft  Part  of  the  Coaft  of  Mozambique,  and 
called  there  ^illoa. 

Confulting  thus  with  ourfelves,  we  refolved  to 
take  the  Prince,  and  as  many  of  the  Prifoners  as 
we  could  ftow  in  our  Frigate,  and  go  about  by  the 
Bay  into  the  River ;  and  that  eight  of  us  with  our 
Arms  fhould  march  by  Land,  to  meet  them  on  the 
River-fide;  for  the  Prince  carrying  us  to  a  rifmg 
Ground,  had  fhew'd  us  the  River  very  plain  a  great 
Way  up  the  Country,  and  in  one  Place  it  was  not 
above  fix  Miles  to  it. 

It  was  my  Lot  to  march  by  Land,  and  be  Cap- 
tain of  the  whole  Carravan  :  I  had  eight  of  our  Men 
with  me,  and  Seven  and  Thirty  of  our  Prifoners, 
without  any  Baggage,  for  all  our  Luggage  was  yet 
on  board.  We  drove  the  young  Bulls  with  us ;  no- 
thing was  ever  fo  tame,  fo  willing  to  work,  or  carry 
any  thing.  The  Negroes  would  ride  upon  them 
four  at  a  Time,  and  they  would  go  very  willingly ; 
they  would  eat  out  of  our  Hand,  lick  our  Feet,  and 
were  as  tradlable  as  a  Dog. 

We  drove  with  us  fbx  or  feven  Cows  for  Food  ; 
but  our  Negroes  knew  nothing  of  curing  the  Flefli 
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by  faking  and  drying  it,  till  we  Hiewed  them  the 
Way,  and  then  they  were  mighty  willing  to  do  fo 
as  long  as  we  had  any  Salt  to  do  it  with, and  to  carry- 
Salt  a  great  Way  too,  after  we  found  we  Ihould  have 
no  more. 

It  was  an  eafy  March  to  the  River  Side  for  us  that 
went  by  Land,  and  we  came  thither  in  a  Piece  of  a 
Day,  being  as  above  no  more  than  fix  Englilh  Miles  5 
whereas  it  was  no  lefs  than  five  Days  before  they 
came  to  us  by  water,  the  Wind  in  the  Bay  having 
failed  them,  and  the  Way,  by  Reafon  of  a  great 
Turn  or  Reach  in  the  River  being  above  fifty 
Miles  about. 

We  fpent  this  time  in  a  thing  which  the  two 
Strangers,  who  brought  the  Prince  the  two  Lances, 
put  into  the  Head  of  the  Prifoners ;  ['viz..)  to  make 
Bottles  of  the  Goats-Skins  to  carry  frefh  Water  in, 
which  it  feems  they  knew  we  fhould  come  to  wantj 
and  the  Men  did  it  fo  dexteroufly,  having  dried 
Skins  fetched  them  by  thofe  two  Men,  that  before 
our  VefTel  came  up,  they  had  every  Man  a  Pouch 
like  a  Bladder,  to  carry  frefh  Water  in,  hanging 
over  their  Shoulder  by  a  Thong  made  of  other 
Skins,  about  three  Inches  broad,  like  the  Sling  of  a 
Fuzee. 

Our  Prince,  to  afTure  us  of  the  Fidelity  of  the  Men 
in  this  March,  had  ordered  them  to  be  tied  two  and 
two  by  the  Wrift,  as  we  handcuff  Prifoners  in  Eng- 
land J  and  made  them  fo  fenfible  of  the  Reafonable- 
nefs  of  it,  that  he  made  them  do  it  themfelves,  ap- 
pointing four  of  them  to  bind  the  reft  ;  but  we 
found  them  fo  honeft,  and  particularly  fo  obedient 
to  him,  that  after  we  were  gotten  a  little  further  olF 
of  their  own  Country,  we  fet  them  at  Liberty,  tha* 
when  he  came  to  us,  he  would  have  them  tied  again, 
and  they  continued  fo  for  a  good  while. 

All  the  Country  on  the  bank  of  the  River  was  a 
high  Land,    no  marfhy    fwampy  Ground   in    it, 
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the  Verdure  good,  and  Abundace  of  Cattle  feeding 
upon  it  where-ever  we  went,  or  whicli  Way  focver 
welook'd;  there  was  not  much  Wood  indeed,  at 
leaft  not  near  us,  but  further  up  we  faw  Oak,  Cedar, 
and  Pine  Trees,     fome  of  which  were  very  large. 

The  River  was  a  fair  open  Channel  about  as  broad 
as  the  Thames  below  Grauefend,  and  a  ftrong  Tide  of 
Flood,  which  we  found  held  us  about  60  Miles,  the 
Channel  deep ;  nor  did  we  £nd  any  want  of  Wa- 
ter for  a  great  Way.  In  fhort,  we  went  merrily  up 
the  River  with  the  Flood  and  the  Wind  blowing  ftill 
frefh  at  E.  and  E.  N.  E,  we  flemm'd  the  Ebb  eafdy 
alfo,  efpecially  while  the  River  continued  broad  and 
deep ;  but  when  we  came  pall  the  Swelling  of  the 
Tide  and  had  the  natural  Current  of  the  River  to  go 
againll,  we  found  it  too  ftrong  for  us,  and  began  to 
think  of  quitting  our  Bark ;  but  the  Prince  would 
by  no  means  agree  to  that,  for  finding  we  had  on 
board  pretty  good  Store  of  Roping  made  of  Matts 
and  Flags,  which  I  defcribed  before,  he  ordered 
all  the  Prifoners  which  were  on  Ihore,  to  come  and 
take  hold  of  thofe  Popes,  and  tow  us  along  by  the 
Shore  Side ;  and  as  we  hoiiled  our  Sail  too,  to  eafe 
thein,  the  Men  run  along  with  us  at  a  very  great 
Rate. 

In  this  Manner  the  River  carry'd  us  up  by  our 
Computation  near  200  Miles,  and  then  it  narrowed 
apace,  and  was  not  above  as  broad  as  the  Thames  is 
at  Wind  for,  or  thereabouts  j  and  after  another  Day, 
yit  came  to  a  great  Water-fall  or  Cataracfl,  enough 
to  fright  us,  for  I  believe  the  v/hole  Body  of  W^ater 
fell  at  once  perpendicularly  down  a  Precipice,  above 
iixty  Foot  high,  which  made  a  Noife  enough  to  de- 
prive Men  of  their  Hearing,  and  we  heard  it  above 
Ten  Miles  before  we  came  to  it. 

Here  we  were  at  a  fuil  Stop,  and  now  our  Prifo- 
ners went  iirll  on  Shore;  they  had  worked  very 
hardj,  and  very  chearfully,   relieving  one  another, 
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thofe  that  were  weary  being  taken  into  the  Bark. 
Had  we  had  Canoes,  or  any  Boats  which  might  have 
been  carried  by  Mens  Strength,  we  might  have  gone 
200  Miles  more  up  this  River  in  fmall  Boats,  but 
our  great  Boat  could  go  no  farther. 

Aii  this  Way  the  Country  looked  gn^en  and  plea- 
fant,  and  was  full  of  Cattle,  and  fome  People  we 
fav/,  tho'  not  many ;  but  this  we  obferv'd  now,  that 
the  People  did  no  more  underlland  our  Prifoners 
here,  than  we  could  underftand  them ;  being  it  feems 
of  different  Nations,  and  of  different  Speech.  We 
had  yet  feen  no  wild  Beafls,  or  at  leait  none  that 
came  very  near  us;  except  two  Days  before  we  came 
at  the  Water-fall,  v/hen  we  faw  three  of  the  moft 
berutiful  Leopards  that  ever  were  feen,  Handing  up- 
on the  Bank  cf  the  RivL^f  -^vl  the  North-fide,  our 
Prifoners  being  all  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Water, 
Our  Gunner  elpy'd  them  firil,  and  ran  to  fetch  his 
Gun,  putting  a  Ball  extraordinary  in  it;  and  com- 
ing to  me,  now  C^aptain  Bob,  fays  he,  Vv'here's  your 
Prince,  fo  I  called  him  out,  now,  fays  he,  tell  your 
Men  not  to  be  afraid,  tell  them  they  Hiall  fee  that 
Thing  in  his  Hand,  fpeak  in  Fire  to  one  cf  thole 
Beafls,  and  make  it  kill  it  felf. 

The  poor  Negroes  looked  as  if  they  had  been  all 
going  to  be  killed,  notwithftanding  what  their 
Prince  faid  to  them,  and  flood  flaring  to  expedl  the 
IfTue,  when  on  a  fudden  the  Gunner  fired ;  and  as 
he  was  a  very  good  Marks-Man,  he  fhot  the  Crea- 
ture with  two  Sluggs  juft  in  the  Head.  As  foon  as 
the  Leopard  felt  her  felf  ilruck,  fhe  rear'd  up  on  her 
two  hind  Legs  bolt  upright,  and  throwing  her  Fore- 
Paws  about  in  the  Air,  fell  backward,  growling  and 
flruggling,  and  immediately  died;  the  other  two 
frighted  with  the  Fire  and  the  Noife,  fled,  and  were 
out  of  Sight  in  an  Lillant. 

L'ut  the  two  frighted  Leopards  were  not  in  half 

the  Conflernation  that  our  Prifoners  were  i  four  or 
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five  of  them  fell  down  as  if  they  had  been  fhot,  fe- 
veral  others  fell  on  their  Knees,  and  lifted  up  their 
Hands  to  us;  whether  to  worfhip  us,  or  pray  us  not 
to  kill  them,  we  did  not  know;  but  we  made  Signs 
to  their  Prince  to  encourage  them,  which  he  did, 
but  it  was  with  much  ado  that  he  brought  them  to 
their  Senfe ;  nay,  the  Prince,,  notwithJtanding  all 
that  was  faid  to  prepare  him  for  it,  yet  when  the 
Piece  went  off,  he  gave  a  Start  as  if  he  would  have 
leap'd  into  the  River. 

When  we  faw  the  Creature  killed,  I  had  a  great 
Mind  to  have  the  Skin  of  her,  and  made  Signs  to 
the  Prince,  that  he  ihould  fend  fome  of  his  Men  o- 
ver  to  take  the  Skin  off.  As  foon  as  he  fpoke  but  a 
Word,  four  of  them  that  offered  themfelves  were  un- 
tied, and  immediately  they  jump'd  into  the  River, 
and  fwam  over,  and  went  to  work  with  him  :  The 
Prince  having  a  Knife  that  we  gave  him,  made  four 
wooden  Knives  fo  clever,  as  I  never  faw  any  thing 
like  them  in  my  Life,  and  in  lefs  than  an  Hour^s 
time,  they  brought  me  the  Skin  of  the  Leopard, 
which  was  a  monitrous  great  one,  for  it  was  from 
the  Ears  to  the  Tail  about  feven  Foot,  and  near  five 
Foot  Bread  on  the  Back,  and  moil  admirably  fpot- 
ted  all  over  ;  the  Skin  of  this  Leopard  I  brought  ta 
London  many  Years  after. 

We  were  now  all  upon  a  Level,  as  to  our  travel- 
ling ;  being  unlhipp*d,  for  our  Bark  would  fwim  no 
farther,  and  fhs  was  too  heavy  to  carry  on  our 
Backs ;  but  as  we  found  the  Courfe  of  the  River 
went  a  great  Way  farther,  we  confulted  our  Carpen- 
ters, whether  we  could  not  pull  the  Bark  in  Pieces, 
and  m«ke  us  three  or  four  fmall  Boats  to  go  on  with. 
They  told  us,  we  might  do  fo,  but  it  would  be  very 
long  a-doing;  and,  that  when  we  had  done,  we  had 
neither  Pitch  or  Tar  to  make  them  found,  to  keep 
the  Water  out,  or  Nails  to  faften  the  Plank  i  but 
one  of  them  told  us,  that  as  foon  as  he  could  come 
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at  any  large  Tree,  near  the  River  he  would  make 
us  a  Canoe  or  two  in  a  Quarter  of  the  Time,  and 
which  would  ferve  us  as  well  for  all  the  Ufes  we 
could  have  any  Occafion  for,  as  a  Boat ;  and  fuch, 
that  if  we  came  to  any  Water-falls,  we  might  take 
tliem  up,  and  carry  them  for  a  Mile  or  two  by 
Land,  upon  our  Shoulders. 

Upon  this  we  gave  over  the  Thoughts  of  our  Fri- 
gate, and  hauling  her  into  a  little  Cove,  or  Inlet, 
where  a  fmall  Brock  came  into  the  main  River,  we 
laid  her  up  for  thofe  that  came  next,  and  marched 
forward.  We  fpent  indeed  two  Days  dividing  our 
Baggage,  and  loading  our  tame  BufHoes  and  our  Ne- 
groes :  Our  Powder  and  Shot,  which  was  the  thing 
we  were  mofl  careful  of,  we  ordered  thus :  Firft  the 
Powder  we  divided  into  little  Leather  Bags,  that  is 
to  fay.  Bags  of  dried  Skins  with  the  Hair  inward, 
that  the  Powder  might  not  grow  damp ;  and  then 
we  put  thofe  Bags  into  other  Bags  made  of  Bullocks 
Skins,  very  thick  and  hard,  with  the  Hair  outward, 
that  no  Wet  might  come  in ;  and  this  fucceeded  fo 
"well,  that  in  the  greateil  Rains  we  had,  whereof 
Ibme  were  very  violent  and  very  long,  we  always 
kept  our  Powder  dry.  Befides  thefe  Bags  which, 
held  our  chief  Magazine,  we  divided  to  every  one  a 
Quarter  of  a  Pound  of  Povv'der,  and  Haifa  Pound  of 
Shot  to  carry  always  about  us ;  which  as  it  was  e- 
nough  for  our  prei'ent  Ufe,  fo  we  were  willing  to 
have  no  Weight  to  carry  more  than  was  abfolutely 
neceffary,  becaufe  of  the  Heat. 

We  kept  ftill  on  the  Bank  of  the  River,  and  for 
that  Reafon  had  very  little  Communication  with  the 
People  of  the  Country  ;  for,  having  alfo  our  Bark 
llored  with  Plenty  of  Provifions,  we  had  had  no  Oc- 
cafion  to  look  abroad  for  a  Supply ;  but  now  we 
came  to  march  on  Foot,  we  were  obliged  often  to 
feek  out  for  Food.  The  firll  Place  we  came  to  on 
the  River  that  gave  us  any  Stop,  was  a  little  Negro 
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Town,  containing  about  50  Hutts,  and  there  ap- 
peared about  4C0  People,  for  they  all  £anne  out  to 
fee  us,  and  wonder  at  us.  When  our  Negroes  ap- 
peared, the  Inhabitants  began  to  fly  to  Arms,  think- 
ing there  had  been  Enemies  coming  upon  them  ; 
but  our  Negroes,  tho'  they  could  not  Ipeak  their 
Language,  made  Signs  to  them,  that  they  had  no 
Weapons,  and  were  tied  two  and  two  together,  as 
Captives ;  that  there  \\  ere  People  behind  who  came 
from  the  Sun,  and  that  could  kill  them  all,  and 
rrake  them  alive  again,  if  they  pleafed;  but  that 
they  Vv'ould  do  them  no  Hurt,  and  came  with  Peace. 
As  foon  as  they  underftood  this,  they  laid  down 
their  Lances,  and  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  came  and 
iluck  tVv'elve  large  Stakes  in  the  Ground,  as  a  Token 
of  Peace,  bowing  themfelves  to  us  in  Token  of  Sub- 
milTion.  But  as  foon  as  they  faw  white  Men  with 
Beards,  that  is  to  fay,  Muflachoes,  they  run  fcream- 
ing  away  as  in  a  Fright. 

We  kept  at  a  Diilance  from  them,  not  to  be  too 
familiar  j  and  when  we  did  appear,  it  was  but  tv/o 
or  three  of  us  at  a  time.  But  our  Prifoners  made 
them  underftand,  that  we  required  fome  Provifions 
of  them  '3  fo  they  brought  us  fome  black  Cattle,  for 
they  have  Abundance  of  Cows  and  Buffloes  all  over 
that  Side  of  the  Country,  as  alfo  great  Numbers  of 
Deer.  Our  Cutler,  who  had  now  a  great  Stock  of 
things  of  his  Handy-work,  gave  them  feme  little 
Knick  Knacks,  as  Plates  of  Silver  and  of  Iron,  cut 
Diamond  Fafhion,  and  cut  into  Hearts  and  into 
Rings,  and  they  were  mightily  pleafed.  They  alfo 
brought  feveral  Sorts  of  Fruits  and  Roots,  which  we 
did  not  underftand,  but  our  Negroes  fed  heartily  on 
them,  and  after  we  had  feen  them  eat  them,  we  did 
fo  too. 

Having  ftock'd  our  felves  here  with  Flefh  and 
Rcots  as  much  as  we  could  well  carry,  we  divided 
the  Burthens  among  our  Negroes,  appointing  about 
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30  to  40  Pound  Weight  to  a  Man,  which  we 
thought  indeed  was  Load  enough  in  a  hot  Country  y 
and  tiie  Negroes  did  not  at  all  repine  at  it,  but  would- 
fometimes  help  one  another  when  they  began  to  be 
weary,  which  did  happen  now  and  then,  tho'  not 
often :  Befides,  as  moll  of  their  Luggage  was  our 
Provifion,  it  lightened  every  Day  like  ^fcfs  Bafket 
of  Bread,  till  we  came  to  get  a  Recruit.  Note, 
when  we  loaded  them,  we  untied  their  Hands,  and 
tied  them  two  and  two  together  by  one  Foot.  The 
third  Day  of  our  March  from  this  Place,  our  chief 
Carpenter  defired  us  to  halt,  and  fet  up  fome  Hutts, 
for  he  had  found  out  fome  Trees  that  he  liked,  and 
refolved  to  make  us  ibme  Canoes;  for  as  he  told  me, 
he  knew  we  fhould  have  Marching  enough  on  Foot 
after  we  left  the  River,  and  he  was  refolved  to  go  no 
farther  by  Land  than  needs  muil. 

We  had  no  fooner  given  Order  for  our  little 
Camp,  and  gix^en  Leave  to  our  Negroes  to  lay  down 
their  Loads,  but  they  fell  to  Work  to  build  our 
Hutts;  and  tho'  they  were  tied,  as  above,  yet  they 
did  it  fo  nimbly,  as  furprized  us.  Here  v/e  fet  fome 
of  the  Negroes  quite  at  Liberty,  that  is  to  fay,  with- 
out tying  them,  having  the  Prince's  Word  pafs*d  for 
their  Fidelity;  and  fome  of  thefe  were  ordered  to 
help  the  Carpenters,  which  they  did  very  handily, 
with  a  little  Direftion,  and  others  were  fent  to  fee 
whether  they  could  get  any  Provilion  near  Hand ; 
but  inftead  of  Provifions,  three  of  them  came  in  with 
two  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  five  Lances.  They 
could  not  eafily  make  us  underiland  how  they  came 
by  them,  only  that  they  had  furprized  fome  Negroe 
Women,  who  were  in  Ibme  Hutts,  the  Men  being 
from  Home,  aud  they  had  found  the  Lances  and 
Bows  in  the  Hutts  or  Houfes,  the  Women  and  Chil- 
dren flying  away  at  the  Sight  of  them,  as  from  Rob- 
bers. We  feem'd  very  angry  at  them,  and  madeth^ 
Prince  alk  them^  if  they  had  not  kill'd  any  of  the 
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Women  or  Children,  making  them  believe,  that  if 
they  h.id  kill'd  any  Body,  we  would  make  them  kill 
themfelves  too  ;  but  they  protefted  their  Innocence,. 
fo  we  excufed  them.  Then  they  brought  us  the 
Bows  and  Arrows  and  Lances;  but  at  a  Motion  of 
their  black  Prince,  we  gave  them  back  the  Bows 
and  Arrows,  and  gave  them  Leave  to  go  out  to  fee 
what  they  could  kill  for  Food  ;  and  here  we  gave 
them  the  Lav*'  of  Arms,  ^jiz.  That  if  any  Man 
appeared  to  affault  them,  or  fhoot  at  them,  or  offer 
any  Violence  to  them,  they  might  kill  them;  but 
that  they  fhould  not  ofier  to  kill  or  hurt  any  that 
offered  them  Peace,  or  laid  down  their  Weapons,, 
nor  any  Women  or  Children,  upon  any  Occafion 
whatfoever.     Thefe  were  our  Articles  of  War. 

Tiieie  two  l^'ellows  had  not  been  gone  out  above 
three  or  four  Hours,but  one  of  them  came  running  to 
us  without  hisBow  and  Arrows, hallooing  and  liooping, 
a  great  while  before  he  came  at  us,  Okoamo,  Okoamo^ 
which  it  feems  was,  Help,  Help.  The  reil  of  the 
Negroes  rofe  up  in  a  hurry,  and  by  Two's,  as  they 
could,  run  forward  toward  their  Fellows  to  know 
what  the  Matter  was.  As  for  me  I  did  not  under- 
iland  it,  nor  any  of  our  People  ;  the  Prince  look'd  as 
if  fomething  unlucky  had  fallen  out,  and  fome  of 
our  Men  took  up  their  Arms,  to  be  ready  on  Oc- 
eafion.  But  the  Negroes  foon  difcovered  the  Thing ; 
for  we  faw  four  of  them  prefently  after  coming  a- 
long  with  a  great  Load  of  Meat  upon  their  Backs. 
The  Cafe  was,  that  the  two  who  went  out  with 
their  Bows,  and  Arrows,  meeting  with  a  great 
Herd  of  Deer  in  the  Plain,  had  beed  fo  nimble  as  to 
ihoot  three  of  them  i  and  then  one  of  them  came  run- 
ning to  us  for  Help  to  fetch  them  away.  This  was 
the  iirfl  Venifcn  we  had  met  with  upon  all  our 
March,  and  we  feafted  upon  it  very  plentifully ; 
and  this  was  the  iirfl:  time  we  began  to  prevail  with 
(CUT  Prince  to  eat  his  Ivleat    drelt  our   Way;  af- 
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mr  which,  his  Men  were  prevailed  with  by  his  Ex- 
ample, but  before  that,  they  eat  moft  of  the  Flefli 
they  had  quite  raw. 

We  wifh'd  now  we  had  brought  fome  Bows  and 
Arrows  out  with  us,  which  we  might  have  done  ; 
and  we  began  to  have  fo  much  Confidence  in  our 
Negoes,  and  to  be  fo  familiar  with  them,  that  we 
oftentimes  let  them  go,  or  the  greateft  Part  of  them, 
untyed,  being  well  aftured  they  would  not  leave  us,, 
and  that  they  did  not  know  what  Courfe  to  take  with- 
out us;  but  one  thing  we  refolvcd  not  to  truftthem 
with,  and  that  was  the  Charging  our  Guns  ;  but 
they  always  believed  our  Guns  had  fome  heavenly- 
Power  in  them,  that  would  fend  forth  Fire  and 
Smoak,  and  fpeak  with  a  dreadful  Noife,  and  kill 
at  a  Diilance  whenever  we  bid  them. 

In  about  eight  Days  we  finifhed  three  Canoes, 
and  in  them  we  embarked  our  white  Men  and  our 
Baggage,  with  our  Prince,  and  fome  of  the  Prifo- 
ners.  We  alfo  found  it  needful  to  keep  fome  of  our 
felves  always  on  Shore,  not  only  to  manage  the 
Negroes,  but  to  defend  them  from  Enemies  and 
wild  Beafts.  Abundance  of  little  Incidents  happen- 
ed upon  this  March,  which  it  is  not  poffible  to  crowd 
into  this  Account ;  particularly,  we  faw  more  wild 
Beafts  now  than  we  did  before,  fome  Elephants, 
and  two  or  three  Lions ;  none  of  which  Kinds  we 
had  feen  any  of  before ;  and  we  found  our  Negroes 
were  more  afraid  of  them  a  great  deal  than  we  were  ; 
principally  becauie  they  had  no  Bows  and  Arrows,. 
or  Lances,  which  were  the  particular  Weapons  they 
were  bred  up  to  the  Exercife  of. 

Bat  we  cured  them  of  their  Fears,  by  being  always 
ready  with  our  Fire-Arms.  However,  as  we  were 
willing  to  be  fparing  of  our  Powder,  and  the  killing 
any  of  the  Creatures  now  was  no  Advantage  to  us, 
feeing  their  Skins  were  too  heavy  for  us  to  carry,  and 
their  Fleih  not  good  to  eat,    we  refolved  therefore  to 
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keep  fome  of  our  Pieces  uncharg'd,  and  only  prim'd, 
and  cauiing  them  to  flafli  in  the  Pan,  the  Beads,  even 
the  Lions  themielves,  would  always  Itart,  and  fly 
back  when  they  faw  it^  and  immediately  march 
off. 

We  pafs'd  Abundance  of  Inhabitants  upon  this  upper 
Part  of  the  River,  and  with  this  Oblervation,  thatal- 
moft  every  ten  Miles  we  came  to,  a  feveral  Nation, 
and  every  feveral  Nation,  had  a  different  Speech,  or 
elfe  their  Speech  had  differing  Dialers,  fo  that  they 
did  not  underlland  one  another.  They  all  abounded 
in  Cattle,  elpecially  on  the  River  Side;  and  the 
eighth  Day  of  this  fecond  Navigation,  we  met  with  a 
little  Negroe  Town,  where  they  had  growing  a  Sort 
of  Corn  like  Rice,  which  eat  very  fvv-eet ;  and  as  v/e 
got  fome  of  it  of  the  People,  we  made  very  good 
Cakes  of  Bread  of  it,  and,  making  a  Fire,  bak'd 
them  on  the  Ground,  after  the  Fire  was  fwept  away 
very  well  j  fo  that  hitherto  we  had  no  Want  of  Pro- 
vifions  of  any  kind  we  could  deure. 

OurNcgices  towing  our  Canoes,  we  travelled  at 
a  confiderable  Rate,  and  by  our  own  Account,  could 
not  go  lefs  than  20  or  25  E?iglijh  Miles  a  Day,  and 
the  River  continuing  to  be  much  at  the  fame  Breadth., 
and  very  deep  all  the  Way,  till  on  the  tenth  Day 
we  came  to  another  Cataracfl ;  hr  a  Ridge  of  high 
Hills  croffmg  the  v/hole  Channel  of  the  River,  the 
Water  came  tumbling  down  the  Rocks  from  one 
Stage  to  another  in  a  llrange  Manner  :  So  that  it  was 
a  continued  Link  of  Catara6ls  from  one  to  another, 
in  the  Manner  of  a  Cafkade;  only,  that  the  Fal's 
were  fometimes  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  one  ano- 
ther, and  the  Noife  confufed  and  frightful. 

We  thought  our  Voyaging  was  at  a  full  Stop  now  ; 
but  three  of  us,  with  a  Couple  of  our  Negroes,  moun- 
ting the  Hills  another  Way,  to  view  the  Courfe  of 
the  River,  we  found  a  fair  Channel  again  after  about 
half  a  Mile's  March^  and  that  it  was  like  to  hold  us 

a 


Capt.  Singleton.  ^^ 

a  good  Way  farther.  So  we  fet  all  Hands  to  work, 
unloaded  our  Cargo,  and  hauled  our  Canoes  on 
Shore,  to  fee  if  we  could  carry  them. 

Upon  Examination,  we  found  that  they  were  very 
heavy  ;  but  our  Carpenters  fpending  but  one  Day's 
Work  on  them,  hew'd  away  fo  much  of  the  Timber 
from  their  Outfides,  as  reduced  them  very  much, 
and  yet  they  were  as  fit  to  fwim  as  before.  When 
this  was  done,  ten  Alen  with  Poles  took  up  one  of 
the  Canoes,  and  made  nothing  to  carry  it.  So  we 
ordered  twenty  Men  to  each  Canoe,  that  one  Ten 
might  relieve  another  ;  and  thus  we  carried  all  our 
Canoes,  and  launched  them  into  the  Water  again, 
and  then  fetch'd  our  Luggage,  and  loaded  it  all  again 
into  the  Canoes,  and  all  in  an  Afternoon  ;  and  the 
next  Morning  early  we  mov'd  forward  again.  When 
we  had  towed  about  four  Days  more,  our  Gunner, 
who  v/as  our  Pilot,  begun  to  obferve  that  we  did  not 
keep  our  right  Coune  fo  exadtly  as  we  ought,  the 
River  winding  away  a  little  towards  the  North,  and 
gax^e  us  Notice  of  it  accordingly.  However,  we 
were  not  willing  to  lofe  the  Advantage  of  Vv^ater-Car- 
riage,  at  leaft  not  till  we  were  forced  to  it ;  fo  we 
jcgg'd  on,  and  the  River  ferved  us  about  Threefcore 
Miles  further;  but  then  we  found  it  grew  very  fmall 
and  (hallow,  having  pafs'd  the  Mouths  of  feveral  lit- 
tle Brooks  or  Rivulets  which  come  into  it,  and  at 
Length  it  became  but  a  Brook  itfelf 

We  tow'd  up  as  far  as  ever  our  Boats  would  fwim, 
and  we  went  two  Days  the  further,  having  been  about 
twelve  Days  in  this  laft  Part  of  the  River,  by  light- 
ning the  Boats,  and  taking  our  Luggage  out,  which 
we  made  the  Negroes  carry,  being  willing  to  eafe  our- 
felves  as  long  as  we  could  ;  but  at  the  End  of  thefe 
two  Days,  in  fhort,  there  was  not  Water  enough  to 
Iwim  a  London  Wherry. 

We  now  fet  forward  wholly  by  Land,  and  with- 
out any  Expedation  of  more  Water-Carriage.     AH 
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our  Concern  for  more  Water,  was  to  be  fure  to  have 
a  Supply  for  our  drinking  ;  and  therefore  upon  every 
Hill  that  we  came  near,  we  clamber'd  up  to  the 
highcil  Part,  to  lee  the  Country  before  us,  and  to 
make  the  bell  Judgment  we  could  which  Way  to  go, 
to  keep  the  lowell  Grounds,  and  as  near  fome  Stream 
of  Water  as  we  could. 

The  Country  held  verdant,  well  grown  with 
Trees,  and  Ipread  with  Rivers  and  Brooks,  and  tole- 
rably well  with  Inhabitants,  for  about  thirty  Days 
March.  After  our  leaving  the  Canoes,  during  which 
Time  Things  went  pretty  well  with  us ;  we  did  not 
tie  ourfelves  down  when  to  march,  and  when  to  halt, 
but  order'd  thofe  Things  as  our  Convenience,  and 
the  Health  and  Eafe  of  our  People,  as  well  our  Ser- 
vants,  as  ourfelves,  required. 

AbouttheAliddle  of  this  March,  we  came  into  a 
low  and  plain  Country,  in  which  we  perceived  a 
greater  Number  of  Inhabitants  than  in  any  other 
Country  we  had  gone  thro' ;  but  that  which  was 
worfe  for  us,  v/e  found  them  a  fierce,  barbarous, 
treacherous  People,  and  who  at  firft  look'd  upon  us 
as  Robbers,  and  gathered  themfelves  in  Numbers  to 
attack  us. 

Our  Men  were  terrified  at  them  at  firft,  and  began 
to  difcover  an  unuftal  Fear ;  and  even  our  black 
Prince  feemed  in  a  great  deal  of  Confufion  :  But  I 
fmiledat  him,  and  ftiewing  him  fome  of  our  Guns, 
I  afked  him,  if  he  thought  that  which  killed  the 
fpotted  Cat,  (for  fo  they  called  the  Leopard  in  their 
Language)  could  not  make  a  Thoufand  of  thofe  naked 
Creatures  die  at  one  Blow  ^  Then  he  laugh'd,  and 
(aid  Yes,  he  believ'd  it  would.  Well  then,  faid  I, 
tell  your  Men  not  to  be  afraid  of  thefe  People,  for 
we  Ihall  foon  give  them  a  Tafte  of  what  we  can  do, 
if  they  pretend  to  meddle  with  us.  However,  we 
confidered  we  were  in  the  Middle  of  a  vail  Country, 
and  we  knew  not  what  Numbers  of  People  and  Na- 
tions 
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tions  we  might  be  furrounded  with ;    and  above  all, . 
we  knew  not  how  much  we  might  Hand  in  Need  of 
the  Friendfhip  of  thefe  that  we  were  now  among ;    fo 
that  we  ordered  the  Negroes  to  try  all  the  Methods 
they  could,  to  make  them  Friends. 

Accordingly,  the  two  Men  who  had  gotten  Bows 
and  Arrows,  and  two  more  to  whom  we  gave  the 
Prince's  two  fine  Lances,  went  foremoll  with  five 
more  having  long  Poles  in  their  Hands  j  and  after 
them  ten  of  our  Men  advanced  toward  the  Negro 
Town  that  was  next  to  us,  and  we  all  Hood  ready  to 
fuccour  them  if  there  fhouidbe  Oecafion. 

When  they  came  pretty  near  their  Houfes,  our 
Negroes  halloo'd  in  their  fcream^ing  Way,  and  cal- 
led to  them  as  loud  as  they  could ;  upon  their  calling, 
fome  of  the  Men  came  out,  and  anfwer'd,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  whole  Town,  Men,  Women  and 
Children  appeared  :  Our  Negroes  with  their  long 
Poles  went  forward  a  little,  and  Huck  them  all  in 
the  Ground,  and  left  them,  which  in  their  Country 
was  a  Signal  of  Peace,  but  the  other  did  net  under- 
hand the  Meaning  of  that.  Then  the  two  Men  with 
Bows,  laid  down  their  Bows  and  Arrows,  went  for- 
ward unarmed,  and  made  Signs  of  Peace  to  them, 
which  at  laft  the  other  began  to  underftand  ,•  fo  two 
of  their  Men  laid  down  their  Bows  and  Arrows,  and 
came  tovv'ards  them  :  Our  Men  made  all  the  Signs  of 
Friendfhip  to  them  that  they  could  think  of,  putting 
their  Hands  up  to  their  Mouths,  as  a  Sign  that  they 
vvanted  Provifions  to  eat,  and  the  other  pretended  to 
be  pleafed  and  friendly,  and  went  back  to  their  Fel- 
lows, and  talk'd  with  them  a  while,  and  they  came 
forward  again,  and  made  Signs  that  they  would 
bring  fome  Provifions  to  them  before  the  Sun  fet  |. 
and  lb  our  Men  came  back  again  very  well  fatisfied 
for  that  Time. 

But  an  Hour  before  Sun-fet  our  Men  went  to  thenv 
again,  jufl  in  the  fame  Poilure  as  before,    and  they 

came 
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came  according  to  their  Appointment,  and  brought 
Dcers  Flcfh,  Roots,  and  the  lame  kind  of  Corn  like 
Rice,  ^vhich  I  mentioned  abouej  and  our  Negroes 
being  flirnifli'd  witli  fuch  Toys  as  our  Cutler  had 
contrived,  gave  them  fome  of  them,  which  they 
fccmM  infinitely  pleas'd  with,  and  promis'd  to  bring 
more  Provifions  the  next  Day. 

Accordingly,  the  next  Day  they  came  again,  bat 
our  Men  perceived  they  were  more  in  Number  by  a 
great  many  than  before  ;  however,  having  fent  out 
ten  Men  with  Fire-Arms  to  fland  ready,  and  our 
whole  Army  being  in  View  alfo,  we  v.ere  not  much 
furprized ;  nor  was  the  Treacliery  of  the  Enemy  ib 
cunningly  ordered  as  in  other  Cafes ;  for  they  might 
have  furrounded  our  Negroes,  which,  were  but  nine, 
under  a  Shew  of  Peace  ;  but  when  they  faw  our  A-ien 
advance  almoll  as  far  as  the  Place  v/here  they  were 
the  Day  before,  the  Rogues  fnatch'd  up  their  Bows 
and  Arrows,  and  come  running  upon  our  Men  like 
fo  many  Furies,  at  which  our  ten  Men  called  to  the 
Negroes  to  come  back  to  them,  which  they  did  with 
Speed  enough  at  the  firil  Word,  and  flood  all  behind 
our  Men.  As  they  fled,  the  other  advanced,  and 
let  fly  near  ico  of  their  Arrows  at  them,  by  which 
two  of  our  Negroes  v/ere  wounded,  and  one  we 
thought  had  been  kilkd.  When  they  came  to  the 
five  Poles  that  our  Men  had  fluck  in  the  Ground, 
they  flood  flill  a  v/hile,  and  gathering  about  the 
Poles,  looked  at  them,  and  handled  them  as  won- 
,dering  at  what  they  meant.  We  then  who  were 
drawn  up  behind  all,  fent  one  of  our  Number  to  our 
.  ten  Men,  to  bid  them  fire  among  them,  while  they 
flood  fo  thick,  and  to  put  fome  fmall  Shot  into  their 
Guns,  befides  the  ordinary  Charge,  and  to  tell  them, 
that  we  would  be  up  v»/ith  them  immediately. 

Accordingly  they  made  ready,  but  by  that  Tim^e 
they  were  ready  to  fire,  the  Black  Army  had  left 
their  wondering  about  the  Poles,  and  began  to  ilir  as 
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if  they  would  come  on,  tho'  feeing  more  Men  ll:and 
at  feme  Dillance  behind  our  Negroes,  they  could 
not  tell  what  to  make  of  us ;  but  if  they  did  not  un- 
deriland  us  before,  they  underftood  us  lefs  afterwards, 
for  as  fcon  as  ever  our  Pvlen  found  them  begin  to  move 
forward,  they  hred  among  the  thickeil  of  them,  be- 
ing about  the  Diita,nce  of  1 20  Yards,  as  neai  as  VvC 
could  guefs. 

It  is  impofTible  to  exprefs  the  Fright,  the  Scream- 
ing and  Yelling  of  thofe  Wretches  upon  this  firft 
Volley;  we  killed  fix  of  them,  and  wounded  1 1  or 
12,  I  mean  as  v/e  krmvof ;  for,  as  they  llood  thick, 
and  the  fmall  Shot,  as  we  called  it,  fcattered  among 
them,  we  had  Reafon  to  believe  we  wounded  more 
that  flood  farther  off;  for  our  irnall  Shot  was  mada 
of  Bits  of  Le?d,  and  Bits  of  Iron,  Heads  of  Nails, 
and  fuch  Things  as  our  diligent  Artificer,  the  Cutler, 
heip'd  us  to. 

As  to  thofe  that  were  killed  and  wounded,  the 
other  frighted  Creatures  wei*e  under  the  greateft 
Amazement  in  the  World,  to  think  what  fccald  hurt 
them  ;  for  they  could  fee  nothing  but  Holes  made  in 
their  Bodies  they  knew  not  how.  Then  the  Fire 
and  the  Noife  amazed  all  their  Women  and  Children, 
and  frighted  them  out  of  their  Wits,  that  they  ran 
flaring  and  howlirg  -^bout  like  mad  Creatures. 

However,  all  tliis  did  not  make  them  fly,  which 
was  what  we  v/anted ;  nor  did  we  find  any  of  them, 
die  as  it  were  with  Fear,  as  at  firfl,  fo  we  refolv'ed 
upon  a  fecond  Volley,  and  then  to  advance  as  we  did 
before.  Whereupon  out  referved  Pvlen  advancing, 
we  refolved  to  £re  only  three  Men  at  a  Time,  and 
move  forward  like  an  Army  firing  in  Platoons  ;  {o 
being  all  in  Line  we  fired  firfl  three  on  the  Right, 
then  three  on  the  Left,  and  fo  on ;  and  every  Time 
we  killed  or  wounded  fome  of  them  ;  but  flill  they 
did  not  fly,  and  yet  they  were  fo  frighted,  that  they 
ufed  none  of  their  Bows  and  Arrows,    or  of  their 

Lances  i 


90  ^je  Adventures  of 

Lances ;  and  we  thought  tht-ir  Numbers  encreafed 
upon  our  Hands  ;  particularly  we  tliought  fo  by  the 
Noife  J  fo  I  called  to  our  Men  to  halt,  and  bid  them 
pour  in  one  whole  Volley,  and  then  fhout,  as  we  did 
in  our  firft  Fight,  and  lb  run  in  upon  them,  and 
knock  them  down  with  our  Mufquets. 

But  they  were  too  wife  for  that  too,  for  as  foon  as 
we  had  fired  a  whole  Volley,  and  ihouted,  they  all 
run  away.  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  fo  fa  ft, 
that  in  a  few  Aloments  we  could  not  fee  one  Creature 
cf  them,  except  fomethat  were  wounded  and  lame,, 
who  lay  wallowing  and  fcreaming  here  and  there 
upon  the  Ground,  as  they  happen'd  to  fall. 

Upon  this  we  came  up  to  the  Field  of  Battle, 
where  we  found  we  had  killed  37  of  them,  among 
which  were  three  Women,  and  had  wounded  about 
64,  among  which  were  two  Women ;  by  wounded  I 
mean,  fuch  as  were  fo  maimed,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
go  away,  and  thofe  our  Negroes  killed  afterwards  in. 
a  cowardly  Manner  in  cold  Blood,  for  which  we  were 
very  angry,  and  threatned  to  make  them  go  to  them, 
if  they  did  fo  again. 

There  was  no  great  Spoil  to  be  got,  for  they  were 
all  ftark  naked  as  they  came  into  the  World,  Men 
and  Women  together ;  fome  of  them  having  Feathers 
lluck  in  their  Hair,  and  others  a  kind  of  Bracelets 
about  their  Necks,  but  nothing  elfe  ;  but  our  Ne- 
groes got  a  Booty  here  which  we  were  very  glad  of, 
and  this  was  the  Bows  and  Arrows  of  the  vanquifh'd, 
of  which  they  found  more  than  they  knew  what  to 
do  with,  belonging  to  the  killed  and  wounded  Men  ; 
thefe  we  ordered  them  to  pick  up,  and  they  were 
very  ufeful  to  us  afterwards.  After  the  Fight,  and 
our  Negroes  had  gotten  Bows  and  Arrows,  we  fent 
them  out  in  Parties  to  fee  what  they  could  get,  and 
they  got  fome  Provifions ;  but,  which  was  better 
than  all  the  reft,  they  brought  four  more  young 
Bulls,  or  BufHoes,  that  had  been  brought  up  to  La- 
bour,. 
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bour^  and  to  carry  Burthens :  They  knew  them,  it 
feems,  by  the  Burthens  they  had  carry'd  having  gal- 
led their  Backs ,  for,  they  have  no  Saddles  to  cover 
them  with  in  that  Country. 

Thofe  Creatures  not  only  eafed  our  Negroes,  but 
gave  us  an  Opportunity  to  carry  more  Provifions, 
and  our  Negroes  loaded  them  very  hard  at  this 
Place,  with  Flelh  and  Roots,  fuch  as  we  wanted 
very  much  afterwards. 

In  this  Town  we  found  a  very  little  young  Leo- 
pard, about  two  Spans  high  ;  it  was  exceeding  tame, 
and  purr'd  like  a  Cat  when  we  llroked  it  with  our 
Hands,  being,  as  I  fuppofe,  bred  up  among  the 
Negroes  like  a  Houfe-Dog.  It  was  our  Black  Prince, 
it  feems,  who  making  his  Tour  among  the  aban- 
doned Houfes  or  Hutts,  found  this  Creature  there, 
and  making  much  of  him,  and  giving  a  Bit  or  two 
of  Flefh  to  him,  the  Creature  followed  him  like  a 
Dog  ;  of  which  more  hereafter. 

Among  the  Negroes  that  were  killed  in  this  Bat- 
tle, there  was  one  who  had  a  little  thin  Bit  or  Plate 
of  Gold,  about  as  big  as  a  Sixpence,  which  hung 
by  a  little  Bit  of  a  twifted  Gut  upon  his  Forehead, 
by  which  v/e  fuppofed  he  was  a  Man  of  fome  Emi- 
nence among  them ;  but  that  was  not  all,  for  this 
Bit  of  Gold  put  us  upon  fearching  very  narrowly 
if  there  was  not  more  of  it  to  be  had  thereabouts, 
but  we  found  none  at  all. 

From  this  Part  of  the  Country  we  went  on  for 
about  1 5  Days,  and  then  found  ourielves  obliged 
to  march  up  a  high  Ridge  of  Mountains  frightful 
to  behold,  and  the  firft  of  the  Kind  that  we  met 
with  J  and  having  no  Guide  but  our  little  Pocket 
Compafs,  we  had  no  Advantage  of  Information  as 
to  which  was  the  bell,  or  the  worit  Way,  but  were 
obliged  to  chufe  by  what  we  law,  and  Ihift  as  well 
as  we  could.  We  met  with  feveral  Nations  of  wild 
and  naked  People  in  the  plain  Country,  before  we 
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came  to  tliofe  Hills,  and  we  found  them  much 
more  tmdtable  and  friendly  than  thofc  Devils  we 
had  been  forc'd  to  fight  with  ;  and  tho'  we  could 
learn  little  from  thefe  People,  yet  we  underdood  by 
the  Signs  thty  made,  that  there  was  a  vail  Defart 
beyond  thofe  Hill5,  and,  as  our  Negroes  called  them, 
much  Lion,  much  fpotted  Cat  (ib  they  called  the 
Leopard)  and  they  i:gn'd  to  us  alfo,  that  we  mull 
carry  Water  with  us.  At  the  lafl  of  thefe  Nations 
we  furnilhcd  cunelves  with  as  muc'/.  Provifion  as  we 
could  polTibly  carry,  not  knowing  Vvhat  we  had  to 
luiFcr,  or  wijat  Length  we  had  to  go ;  and  to  mai<.e 
our  W?y  as  familiar  to  us  as  poftible,  I  propofed, 
that  of  the  lafl  Inhabitants  we  could  find,  we  fnould 
make  fome  Prifoners,  and  carry  them,  with  us  for 
Guides  over  the  Defart,  and  to  affift  us  in  carrying 
Provifion,  and  perhaps  in  getting  it  too.  The  Ad- 
vice was  too  neceflary  to  be  flighted  ;  fo  finding  by 
our  dumb  Si^ns  to  the  Inhabitants,  that  there  were 
fome  People  that  dw^lt  at  the  Foot  of  the  Moun- 
tains, on  the  other  Side,  before  we  came  to  the  De- 
fart itfelf,  we  refolved  to  furniih  ourfelves  with 
Guides,  by  fair  Means  or  foul. 

Here,  by  a  moderate  Computation,  we  concluded 
ourfelves  700  Miles  from  the  Sea  Coall  where  we 
began.  Cur  Black  Prince  was  this  Day  fet  free 
from  the  Sling  his  Arm  hung  in,  our  Surgeon  hav- 
ing perfedly  rellored  it,  and  he  fhewed  it  to  his 
own  Cov.ntiymen  quite  well,  which  made  them 
greatly  wonder.  Alio  our  two  Negroes  began  to 
recover,  and  their  Wounds  to  heal  apace,  for  our 
Surgeon  was  very  fkilful  in  managing  their   Cure. 

Having  with  infinite  Labour  mounted  thefe  Hills, 
and  coming  to  a  View  of  the  Country  beyond  them, 
it  was  indeed  enough  to  aflonifh  as  flout  a  Heart  as 
ever  was  created.  It  was  a  vafl  howling  Wildernef?, 
not  a  Tree,  a  River,  or  a  green  Thing  to  b-f  feen, 
for  as  far  as  the  Eye  could  look;   nothing  but  a 
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fcalding  Sand,  which,  as  the  Wind  blew,  drove 
about  in  Clouds,  enough  to  overwhelm  Man  and 
Beaft  ,  nor  could  we  Tee  any  End  of  it,  either  before 
us,  which  was  our  Way,  or  to  vlie  right  Hand  or 
left :  So  that  truly  our  Men  began  to  be  difcouragcd, 
ard  talk  of  going  back  again  ;  nor  could  we  indeed 
think  of  venturing  over  (iich  a  horrid  Place  as  that 
before  us,  in  which  we  faw  nothing  but  preient 
Death . 

I  was  as  much  afFefted  with  the  Sight  as  any  of 
them,  but  for  all  that  I  could  not  bear  the  Thoughts 
of  going  back  again  ;  I  told  them  we  had  march'd 
700  Miles  of  our  Way,  and  it  would  be  worfe  than 
Death  to  think  of  going  back  again  ;  and  that  if 
they  thought  the  Delart  was  not  pafTable,  I  thought 
we  fhoujd  rather  change  our  Courfe,and  travel  South 
till  we  came  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  North  to 
the  Country  that  lay  along  the  Nik,  where  per- 
haps we  might  fmd  ibme  Way  or  other  over  to  the 
Weft  Sea  ;  for  fure  all  Africa  was  not  a  Defart. 

Our  Gunner,  who,  as  I  faid  before,  was  our 
Guide  as  to  the  Situation  of  Places,  told  us,  that 
he  could  not  tell  what  to  fay  to  going  for  the  Cape ; 
for  it  was  a  monftrous  Length,  being  from  the 
Place  where  we  now  were,  not  lefs  than  1500  Miles, 
and  by  his  Account,  we  were  come  now  a  third 
Part  of  the  Way  to  the  Coaft  of  Angola,  where  we 
fhould  meet  vvith  the  Wellern  Ocean,  and  Und  Ways 
enough  for  our  Plfcape  Home.  On  the  other  Hand, 
he  aflured  us,  and  fhewed  us  a  Map  of  it,  that  if 
we  went  Northward,  the  Weftern  Shore  of  Jfrick 
went  out  into  the  Sea  above  a  thoufand  Miles  Weft  ; 
fo  that  we  fhould  have  fo  much,  and  more  Land,  to 
travel  afterwards;  which  Land  might,  for  ought  we 
knew,  be  as  wild,  barren,  and  defart,  as  this : 
And  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  he  pjopofed  that 
we  ftiould  attempt  this  Defart,  and  perhap?  we 
{hould  not  find  it  fo  long  as  we  feared ;  and  how- 
ever 
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e\er,  he  propofed  that  we  fhould  fee  how  far  our 
Pro\'ifions  would  carry  us,  and  in  particular,  our 
Water  ;  and  that  we  fliould  venture  no  farther  than 
Half  fo  far  as  our  Water  would  lall  ;  and  if  we 
found  no  End  of  the  Defart,  we  might  come  fafely 
back  again. 

This  Advice  was  fo  feafonable,  that  we  all  ap- 
proved of  it  ;  and  accordingly  we  calculated,  that 
we  were  able  to  carry  Provifions  for  42  Days,  but 
that  we  could  not  carry  Water  for  above  20  Days, 
tho'  we  were  to  fuppole  it  to  (link  too  before  that 
time  expired.  So  that  we  concluded,  that  if  we 
did  not  come  at  fome  Water  in  ten  Days  time,  we 
would  return,  but  if  we  found  a  Supply  of  Water, 
v/e  could  then  travel  2 1  Days  j  and  if  we  faw  no 
End  of  the  Wildernefs  in  that  time,  we  would  re- 
turn alfo. 

With  this  Regulation  of  our  Meafures,  v/e  de- 
fcended  the  Mountains,  and  it  was  the  fecond  Day 
before  we  quite  reached  the  Plain,  where  however, 
to  make  us  amends,  we  found  a  line  little  Rivulet 
of  very  good  Water,  Abundance  of  Deer,  a  fort  of 
Creature  like  a  Hare,  but  not  fo  nimble,  and  whofe 
Flefli  we  found  very  agreeable ;  but  we  were  deceiv- 
ed in  our  Intelligence,  for  we  found  no  People;  fo 
v/e  got  no  more  Prifoners  to  affift  us  in  carrying  our 
Baggage. 

The  infinite  Number  of  Deer  and  other  Crea- 
tures which  we  faw  here, we  found  was  occafioned  by 
the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Waile  or  Defart,  from 
whence  tliey  retired  hither  for  Food  and  Refrefliment. 
We  llored  ourfelves  here  with  Flelh  and  Roots  of  di- 
vers Kinds,  which  our  Negroes  underllood  better  than 
we,  and  which  ferved  us  for  Bread  ;  and  with  as 
much  Water '  as  (by  the  Allowance  of  a  Quart  a 
Day  to  a  Man  for  our  Negroes,  and  three  Pints  a 
Day  a  Man  for  ourfelves,  and  three  Quarts  a  Day 
each  for  our  Buffloes)    would  ferve   us  20  Days  : 

And 
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And  thus  loaden  for  a  long  miferable  March,  we  fet 
forward,  being  all  found  in  Health,  and  very  chear- 
ful,  but  not  alike  ftrong  for  fo  great  a  Fatigue  ; 
and  which  was  our  Grievance,  were  without  a 
Guide. 

In  the  very  firll  Entrance  of  the  Waile,  we  were 
exceedingly  difcouraged  ;  for  we  found  the  Sand  fo 
deep,  and  it  fcalded  our  Feet  fo  much  with  the 
Heat,  that  after  we  had,  as  I  may  call  it,  waded 
rather  than  walk'd  thro'  it,  about  feven  or  eight 
Miles,  we  were  all  heartily  tired  and  faint ;  even 
the  very  Negroes  lay  down  and  panted,  like  Crea- 
tures that  had  been  pufh'd  beyond  their  Strength. 

Here  we  found  the  Difference  of  Lodging  great- 
ly injurious  to  us ;  for  (as  before)  we  always  made 
us  Hutts  to  fleep  under,  which  covered  us  from  the 
Night  Air,  which  is  particularly  unwholfome  in 
thofe  hot  Countries  ;  but  we  had  here  no  Shelter, 
no  Lodging  after  fo  hard  a  Adarch ;  for  here  were 
no  Trees,  no  not  a  Shrub  near  us :  And  which  was 
ftill  more  frightful,  towards  Night  we  began  to  hear 
the  Wolves  howl,  the  I,ions  bellow,  and  a  great 
many  wild  Affes  braying,  and  other  ugly  Noifes 
which  we  did  not  underftand. 

Upon  this  we  reflefted  upon  our  own  Indifcretion, 
that  had  not  at  leafc  brought  Poles  or  Stakes  in  our 
Hands,  with  which  we  might  have,  as  it  were,  palli- 
fadoed  ourfelves  in  for  the  Night  ;  and  fo  we  might 
have  flept  fecure,  whatever  other  Inconveniencies  we 
fuffered.  However,  we  found  a  Way  at  lafl  to  re- 
lieve ourfelves  a  little.  For  firft  we  (ql  up  the 
Lances  and  Bows  we  had,  and  endeavoured  to  bring 
the  Tops  of  them  as  near  to  one  another  as  we  could, 
and  fo  hung  our  Coats  on  the  Top  of  them,  which 
made  us  a  kind  of  a  forry  Tent ;  the  liCopard's 
Skin,  and  a  few  other  Skins  we  had  put  together, 
made  us  a  tolerable  Covering,  and  thus  we  lay 
<iown  to  fleep,   and  flept  very  heartily  too  for  the 
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firft  Night,  fetting  however  a  good  Watch,  being 
two  of  our  own  Men  with  their  Fuzees,  whom  we 
relieved  in  an  Hour  at  firrt,  and  two  Hours  after- 
wards ;  and  it  was  very  v/ell  we  did  this ;  for  they 
found  the  VVilderners  fwarm'd  with  raging  Crea- 
tures of  all  Kinds,  iome  of  which  came  diredly  up 
to  .the  very  Enclofure  of  our  Tent.  But  our  Centinels 
were  ordered  not  to  alarm  us  with  firing  in  the 
Night,  but  to  flafli  in  the  Pan  at  them,  vv'hich  they 
did,  and  found  it  efFedtual ;  for  the  Creatures  went 
cffalv/ays  as  foon  as  they  (aw  it,  perhaps  with  (cme 
Noife  or  Howling,  and  purfued  iuch  other  Game 
as  they  were  upon. 

If  we    v.'ere  tired   with   the  Day's  Travel,    we 
were  all  as  much  tired  with  the  Night's  Lodging  : 
But  our  Black  Prince  told  us  in  the  Morning,  he 
would  give  us  fome  Counfel,  and  indeed  it  was  very 
good  Counfel.     He  told  us  we  fliould  all  be  kill'd 
if  we  went  on  this  Journey,  and  thro'    this  Delart, 
without  fome  Covering  for  us  at  Night ;  fo  he  ad- 
vifed  us  to  march  back  again  to  a  little  River  Side 
v/here  we  lay  the  Night  before,  and  ftay  there  till 
we  could  make  us  Pioufes,   as  he  called  them,  to 
carry  with  us  to  lodge  in  every  Night.     As  he  be- 
gan a  little  to  underlland  our  Speech,    and  we  very 
well  to  underiland  his  Signs,  we  eafily  knew  what 
he  meant,  and  that  v.  e  Ihould  there  make  Matts  ; 
(for  we  remembered  that  we  faw  a  great  deal   of 
Matting,  or  Bafs  there  that  the  Natives  make  Matts 
of)  I  fay,  that  we  Ihould  make  large  Matts  there 
for   Covering   our  Hutts  or  Tents   to   lodge  in  at 
Night. 

V\  e  all  approv'd  this  Advice,  and  immediately 
refolved  to  go  back  that  one  Day's  Journey, refolving, 
tho'  we  carried  lefs  Provifions,  we  would  carry  Matts 
with  us  to  cover  us  in  the  Night.  Seme  of  the  nim- 
blel:  of  ns  got  back  to  the  KivTr  with  more  Eaie 
th2.ii  we  Had  travell'd  it  but  the  Day  before ;    but  as 
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we  were  not  in  Hafte,  the  reft  made  a  Halt,    en- 
camp'd  another  Night,  and  came  to  us  the  next  Day. 

In  our  Return  of  this  Day's  Journey,  our  Mea 
that  made  two  Days  of  it,  met  with  a  very  furpriz- 
ing  thing,  that  gave  them  fome  Reafon  to  be  careful 
how  they  parted  Company  again.  The  Cafe  was 
this.  The  fecond  Day  in  the  Morning,  before  they 
had  gone  half  a  Mile,  looking  behind  them,  they 
faw  a  vail  Cloud  of  Sand  or  Duft  rife  in  the  Air,  as 
we  fee  fometlmes  in  the  Roads  in  Summer,  when 
It  is  very  dufty,  and  a  large  Drove  of  Cattle  are 
coming,  only  very  much  greater ;  and  they  could 
eafily  perceive  that  it  came  after  them,  and  it  came 
on  fafter  than  they  went  from  it.  The  Cloud  of 
Sand  was  fo  great,  that  they  could  not  fee  what  it 
was  that  raifed  it,  and  concluded,  that  it  was  fome 
Army  of  Enemies  that  purfued  them ;  but  then 
confidering  that  they  came  from  the  vaft  uninhabi- 
ted Wildernefs,  they  knew,  it  was  impoffible  any. 
Nation  or  People  that  Way  Ihould  have  Intelligence 
of  them,  or  of  the  Way  of  their  March  :  And  there- 
fore, if  it  was  an  Army,  it  muft  be  of  fuch  as 
they  were,  travelling  that  Way  by  Accident.  On 
the  other  Hand  as  they  knew  that  there  were  no 
Horfe  in  the  Countiy,  and  that  they  came  on 
fo  fall,  they  concluded,  that  it  mull  be  fome  vaft: 
Colieclion  of  wild  Bealls,  perhaps  making  to  the 
Hill  Country  for  Food  or  Water,  and  that  they 
Ihould  be  all  devoured  or  trampled  under  Foot  by 
their  Multitude. 

Upon  this  Thought,  they  very  prudently  obler- 
ved  which  way  the  Cloud  feem'd  to  point,  and  they 
turned  a  little  out  of  their  Way  to  the  North,  fup- 
pofmg  it  might  pafs  by  them.  When  they  were 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  \Iile,  they  baited  to  fee  what 
it  might  be.  One  of  the  Negroes,  a  nimbler  Fel- 
low than  the  reft,  went  back  a  little,  and  came  in 
a  few  Mijjutes,  running  as  faft  as  the  heavy  Sand 
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would  allow,  and  by  Signs  gave  them  to  know  that 
it  was  a  great  Herd  or  Drove,  or  whatever  it  might 
be  called,  ofvaft  monftrous  Elephants. 

As  it  was  a  Sight  our  Men  had  never  feen,  they 
were  defirous  to  fee  it,  and  yet  a  little  unea- 
fy  at  the  Danger  too ;  for  tho'  an  Elephant  is  a 
heavy,  unwieldy  Creature,  yet  in  the  deep  Sand, 
which  was  nothing  at  all  to  them,  they  marched 
at  a  great  Rate,  and  would  foon  have  tired  our 
People,  if  they  had  had  far  to  go,  and  had  been 
purfued  by  them. 

Our  Gunner  was  with  them,  and  had  a  great 
Mind  to  have  gone  clofe  up  to  one  of  the  outermoft 
of  them,and  to  have  clapt  his  Piece  to  his  Ear,  and  to 
have  fired  into  him,  becaufe  he  had  been  told  no 
Shot  would  penetrate  them ;  but  they  all  difTwaded 
him,  left,  upon  the  Noife,  they  Ihould  all  turn  upon, 
and  purfue  us ;  fo  he  was  reafoned  out  of  it,  and  let 
them  pafs,  which  in  our  People^'s  Circumftances  was 
certainly  the  right  Way. 

They  were  between  20  and  30  in  Number,  but 
prodigious  great  ones ;  and  tho'  they  often  fhew"d 
our  Men  that  they  faw  them,  yet  they  did  not  turn 
out  of  their  Way,  or  take  any  other  Notice  of 
them,  than,  as  ive  might  /ay,  jufi:  to  look  at  them. 
We  that  were  before,  faw  the  Cloud  of  Duft  they 
raifed,  but  we  thought  it  had  been  our  own  Carra- 
van,  and  fo  took  no  Notice  ;  but  as  they  bent  their 
Courfe  one  Point  of  the  Compafs,  or  thereabouts, 
to  the  Southward  of  the  Eaft,  and  we  went  due  Ealt, 
they  pafs'd  by  us  at  fome  little  Diftance  ;  fo  that  we 
did  not  fee  them,  or  know  any  thing  of  them  till 
Evening,  when  our  Men  came  to  us,  and  gave  us 
this  Account  of  them.  However,  this  was  a  ufeful 
Experiment  for  our  future  Conduft  in  pafTing  the 
Defart,  as  you  Ihall  hear  in  its  Place. 

We  were  now  upon  our  Work,    and  our  Black 
prince  was  Head  Surveyor,   for  he  was  an  Excellent 
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Matt  Maker  himfelf,  and  all  his  Men  underflood  it  i 
fo  that  they  foon  made  us  near  a  Hundred  Matts ; 
and  as  every  Man,  I  mean  of  the  Negroes,  carried 
one,  it  was  no  Manner  of  Load,  and  we  did  not 
carry  an  Ounce  of  Provifions  the  lefs.  The  greateft 
Burthen  was  to  carry  fix  long  Poles,  befides  fome 
lliorter  Stakes ;  but  the  Negroes  made  an  Advantage 
of  that,  for  carrying  them  between  two,  the/ 
made  the  Luggage  of  Provifions  which  they  had  to 
carry,  fo  much  the  lighter,  binding  it  upon  two  Poles 
and  made  three  Couple  of  them.  As  foon  as  we 
faw  this,  we  made  a  little  Advantage  of  it  too ;  for 
having  three  or  four  of  our  Baggs  called  Bottles,  (I 
mean  Skins  or  Bladders  to  carry  Water)  more  than 
the  Men  could  carry,  we  got  them  fillM,  and  carried 
them  this  Way,  which  was  a  Day's  Water  and  more 
for  our  Journey. 

Having  now  ended  our  Work,  made  our  Matts,' 
and  fully  recruited  our  Stores  of  things  neceflary, 
and  having  made  us  Abundance  of  fmall  Ropes  of 
IVIatting  for  ordinary  Ufe,  as  we  might  have  Occasi- 
on, we  fet  forward  again,  having  interrupted  our 
Journey  eight  Days  in  all,  upon  this  Affair.  T<j 
our  great  comfort,  the  Night  before  we  fet  out, 
there  fell  a  very  violent  Shower  of  Rain,  the  EfFeds 
of  which  we  found  in  the  Sand  ;  tho'  the  one  Day 
dry^d  the  Surface  as  much  as  before, yet  it  was  harder 
at  Bottom,  not  fo  heavy,  and  was  cooler  to  our  Feet, 
by  Vvhich  means  we  march'd  as  we  reckoned,  about 
fourteen  Miles  inftead  of  feven,  and  with  much  more 
Eafe. 

When  we  came  to  encamp,  we  had  all  things 
ready,  for  we  had  fitted  our  Tent,  and  fet  it  up  for 
Trial  where  we  made  it ;  fo  that  in  lefs  than  an 
Hour  we  had  a  large  Tent  raifed,  with  an  inner  and 
outer  Apartment,  and  two  Entrances.  In  one  we 
lay  ourfelves,  in  the  other  our  Negroes,  having 
light  pleafant  Mats  over  us,  and  others  at  the  fame 
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time  under  us.  Alfo  we  had  a  little  Place  without 
all  for  our  Buffloes,  for  they  deferved  our  Care,  be- 
ing very  ufeful  to  us,  befides  carrying  Forage  and 
Water  for  themfelves.  Their  Forage  was  a  Root 
which  our  Black  Prince  direfted  us  to  find,  not 
much  unlike  a  Pafnip,  very  moi.0:  and  nourifhing, 
of  which  there  was  Plenty  wherever  we  came, 
this  horrid  Defart  excepted. 

When  we  came  the  next  Morning  to  decamp,  our 
Negroes  took  down  the  Tent,  and  pull'd  up  the 
Stakes,  and  all  was  in  Motion  in  as  little  time  as  it 
was  fet  up.  In  this  Pofture  we  march'd  eight  Days, 
and  yet  could  fee  no  End,  no  Change  of  our  Pro- 
fpe6l,  but  all  looking  as  wild  and  difmal  as  at  the 
beginning.  If  there  was  any  Alteration,  it  was, 
that  the  Sand  was  no  where  fo  deep  and  heavy,  as 
It  was  the  firft  three  Days.  This  we  thought  might 
be,  becaufe  for  fix  Months  of  the  Year  the  Winds 
blowing  Weft,  (as  for  the  other  fix,  they  blew  con- 
llantly  Eaft)  the  Sand  was  driven  violently  to  the 
Side  of  the  Defart  where  we  fet  out,  where  the 
Mountains  lying  very  high,  the  Eafterly  Monfoons, 
when  they  blew,  had  not  the  fame  Power  to  drive 
it  back  again.;  and  this  was  confirm'd  by  our  find- 
ing the  like  Depth  of  Sand  on  the  fartheft  Extent 
of  the  Defart  to  the  Weft. 

It  was  the  Ninth  Day  of  our  Travel  in  this  Wil- 
dernefs,  when  we  came  to  the  View  of  a  great  Lake 
of  Water,  and  you  may  be  fure  this  was  a  particu- 
lar Satisfaction  to  us,  becaufe  we  had  not  Water  left 
for  above  two  or  three  Days  more,  at  our  fhorteft 
Allowance ;  I  mean,  allowing  Water  for  our  Re- 
turn, if  we  had  been  driven  to  the  Neceftity  of  it. 
Our  Water  had  ferved  us  two  Days  longer  than  ex- 
pe6led,  our  Buffloes  having  found  for  two  or  three 
pays,  a  kind  of  Herb  like  a  broad  flat  Thiftle,  tho* 
without  any  Prickle,   Spreading  on  the  Ground  and 
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growing  in  the  Sand,  which  they  eat  freely  of,  and 
which  fupplied  them  for  Drink  as  well  as  Forage. 

The  next  Day,  which  was  the  tenth  from  our  (Qi- 
ting  out,  we  came  to  the  Edge  of  this  Lake,  and 
very  happily  for  us,  we  came  to  it  at  the  South  Point 
of  it,  for  to  the  North  we  could  fee  no  End  of  it ; 
fo  we  pafs'd  by  it,  and  travelled  three  Days  by  the 
Side  of  it,  which  was  a  great  Comfort  to  us,  becaufe 
it  lightned  our  Burthen,  there  being  no  need  to  carry 
Water,  when  we  had  it  in  View  ;  and  yet,  sho'  here 
was  fo  much  Water,  we  found  but  very  litde  Alter- 
ation in  the  Defart,  no  Trees,  no  Grafs  or  Her- 
bage, except  that  ThilHe,  as  I  call'd  it,  and  two  ©r 
three  more  Plants,  which  we  did  not  underfland,  of 
which  the  Defart  began  to  be  pretty  full. 

But  as  we  were  refrelhed  with  the  Neighbourhood 
of  this  Lake  of  Water,  fo  we  were  now  gotten 
among  a  prodigious  Number  of  ravenous  Inhabi- 
tants, the  like  whereof,  'tis  moft  certain,  the  Eye 
of  Man  never  faw :  For  as  I  firmly  believe,  that  ne- 
ver Man,  nor  a  Body  of  Men,  paffed  this  Defart 
fmce  the  Flood,  fo  I  believe  there  is  not  the  like  Col- 
ledion  of  fierce,  ravenous,  and  devouring  Creatures 
in  the  World  ;  I  mean  not  in  any  particular  Place. 

For  a  Day's  Journey  before  we  came  to  this  Lake, 
and  all  the  three  Days  we  were  palfmg  by  it,  and 
for  fix  or  feven  Days  March  after  it,  the  Ground 
was  fcatter'd  with  Elephants  Teeth,  in  fuch  a  Num- 
ber, as  is  incredible ;  and  as  fome  of  them  may  have 
lain  there  for  fome  Hundreds  of  Years,  fo  feeing  the 
Subftance  of  them  fcarce  ever  decays,  they  may  lie 
there  for  ought  I  know  to  the  End  of  Time.  The 
Size  of  fome  of  them  is,  it  feems,  to  thofe  to  whom 
I  have  reported  it,  as  incredible  as  the  Number,  and 
I  can  affure  you,  there  were  feveral  fo  heavy,  as  the 
ftrongeil  Man  among  us  could  not  lift.  As  to  Num- 
ber, I  qiieftion  not  but  there  are  enough  to  load  a 
thoufand  Sail  of  the  biggeft  Ships  in  the  World,   by 
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which  I  may  be  undcrilood  to  mean,  that  the  Quan- 
tity is  not  to  be  conceived  of;  feeing  that  as  they 
larted  in  View  for  above  eighty  Miles  Travelling,  fo 
they  might  continue  as  far  to  the  right  Hand,  and  to 
the  left  as  far,  and  many  times  as  far,  for  ought  we 
knew ;  for  it  feems  the  Number  of  Elephants  herqp.  • 
bouts  is  prodigious  great.  In  one  Place  in  particular, 
we  faw  the  Head  of  an  Elephant,  with  feveral  Teeth 
in  it,  but  one  the  biggefl  that  ever  I  faw  :  The  Flefh 
was  confumed  to  be  fure  many  Hundred  Years  before, 
and  all  the  other  Bones ;  but  three  of  our  ftrongell 
Men  could  not  lift  this  Scull  and  Teeth  :  The  great 
Tooth,  I  believe,  weighed  at  leaft  300  Weight,  and 
this  was  particularly  remarkable  to  me,  that  I  ob- 
ferved  the  whole  Scull  was  as  good  Ivory  as  the 
Teeth,  and  I  believe  all  together  weighed  at  leaft 
600  Weight,  and  tho'  I  do  not  know  but,  by  the 
fame  Rule,  all  the  Bones  of  the  Elephant  may  be  I- 
vory ;  yet  I  think  there  is  a  juft  Objedlion  againft  it 
from  the  Example  before  me,  that  then  all  the  other 
Bones  of  this  Elephant  would  have  been  there  as  well 

as  the  Heacl. 

I  propofed  to  our  Gunner,  that  feeing  we  had  tra- 
velled now  1 4  Days  without  Intermiflion,  and  that 
we  had  Water  here  for  our  Refreihment,  and  no 
Want  of  Food  yet,  or  any  Fear  of  it;  we  fhould  reft 
our  People  a  little,  and  fee  at  the  fame  time,  if  per- 
haps v/e  might  kill  fome  Creatures  that  were  proper 
for  Food.  The  Gunner,  wiio  had  more  Forecaft  of 
that  kind,  than  I  had,  agreed  to  the  Propofal,  and 
added,  Vvhy  might  we  not  try  to  catch  fome  Fifh 
out  of  the  Lake  ?  Tiie  firil  thing  v/e  had  before  us,. 
was  to  try  if  we  could  make  any  Hooks,  and  this 
indeed  put  our  Artificer  to  his  Trumps^  however, 
with  fome  Labour  and  Difficulty  he  did  it,  and  we 
catched  frefh  Fiih  of  feveral  kinds.  How  they  came 
there,  none  but  he  that  made  the  Lake,  and  all  the 
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World,  knows ;  for  to  be  Aire  no  human  Hands  ever 
put  any  in  there,  or  pulled  any  out  before. 

We  not  only  catched  enough  for  our  prefent  Re- 
frefhment,  but  we  dried  feveral  large  Fifhes  of  Kinds 
which  I  cannot  defcribe,  in  the  Sun,  by  which  we 
lengthen'd  out  our  Provifion  confiderably ;  for  the 
Heat  of  the  Sun  dried  them  fo  effedually  without 
Salt,  that  they  were  perfectly  cured  dry  and  hard  in 
one  Day's  time. 

We  relied  our  felves  here  five  Days,  during  which 
time  we  had  Abundance  of  pleafant  Adventures  witil 
the  wild  Creatures,  too  many  to  relate :  One  of  them 
was  very  particular,  which  was  a  Chafe  between  a 
She  Lion,  or  Lionefs,  and  a  large  Deer;  and  tho' 
the  Deer  is  naturally  a  very  nimble  Creature,  and 
ihe  flew  by  us  like  the  Wind,  having  perhaps  about 
300  Yards  the  Start  of  the  Lion,  yet  we  found  the 
Lion  by  her  Strength,  and  the  Goodnefs  of  her 
Lungs,  got  Ground,  of  her.  Thev  paft  by  us  within 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  and  we  had  a  View  oi 
tiiem  a  great  Way,  when  having  given  them  over,. 
we  were  furprized  about  an  Llour  after,  to  fee  thsm 
come  thundering  back  again  on  the  other  Side  of  us, 
and  then  the  Lion  was  within  30  or  40  Yards  of 
her,  and  both  llraining  to  the  Extremity  of  their 
Speed,  when  the  Deer  coming  to  the  Lake,  plunged 
into  the  Water,  and  fwam  for  her  Life,  as  ihe  had 
before  run  for  it. 

The  Lionefs  plunged  in  after  her,  and  fwam  a  lit- 
tle way,  but  came  back  again;  and  when  fhe  was 
got  upon  the  Land,  fhe  fet  up  the  moft  hideous  Roar 
that  ever  I  heard  in  my  Life,  as  if  done  in  the  Rage 
of  having  loft  her  Prey. 

We  walked  out  Morning  and  Evening  conftantly ; 
the  Middle  of  the  Day  we  refrefhed  our  ielves  under 
our  Tent;  but  one  Morning  early  we  faw  another 
Chafe,  which  more  nearly  concerned  us  than  the  o- 
tber ;  for  our  Black  Prince,  walking  by  the  Side  of 
E  4  the 
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the  Lake,  was  fet  upon  by  a  vaft  great  Crocodile, 
which  came  out  of  the  Lake  upon  him;  and  the'  he 
U'as  very  light  of  Foot,  yet  it  was  as  much  as  he 
could  do  to  get  away :  He  fled  amain  to  us,  and  the 
Truth  is,  we  did  not  know  what  to  do,  for  we  were 
told  no  Bullet  would  enter  her;  and  we  found  it  fo  at 
fj-fl,  for  tho'  three  of  our  Men  fired  at  her,  yet  fhe 
did  not  mind  them;  but  my  Friend  the  Gunner,  a 
vent'rous  Fellow,  of  a  bold  Heart,  and  great  Prefence 
of  Mind,  went  up  fo  near  as  to  thruft  the  Muzzle  of 
his  Piece  into  her  Mouth,  and  fired,  but  let  his  Piece 
fall,  and  run  for  it  the  very  Moment  he  had  fired  it :. 
The  Creature  raged  a  great  while,  and  fpent  its  Fu- 
ry upon  the  Gun,  making  Marks  upon  the  very 
Iron  with  her  Teeth,,  but  after. fome  time  fainted  and 
died. 

Our  Negroes  fpread  the  Banks  of  the  Lake  all 
this  while,  for  Game,  and  at  length  kill'd  us  three 
Deer,  gne  of  th«m  very  I^rgt,  the  ether  tv/o  ver/ 
fmall.  There  was  Water-Fowl  alfo  in  the  Lake, 
but  we  never  came  near  enough  to  them  to  fhoot  any ;. 
and,  as  for  the  Defart,  we  fav/  no  Fowls  any  where 
in  it,  but  at  the  Lake. 

We  likewife  killed  two  or  thr*e  Civet  Cats,  but 
their  Flefli  is  the  worft  of  Carrion ;  we  faw  Abun- 
dance of  Elephants  at  a  Diftance,  and  obferved,  that 
they  always  go  in  very  good  Company,  that  is  to 
Ay,  Abundance  of  them  together,  and  always  ex- 
tended in  a  fair  Line  of  Battle ;  and  this,  they  fay, 
is  the  way  they  defend  themfelves  from  their  Ene- 
mies ;  for  if  Lions  or  Tygers,  Wolves  or  any  Crea- 
tures, attack  them,  they  being  drawn  up  in  a  Line, 
fometimes  reaching  five  or  fix  Miles  in  Length,  what- 
ever comes  in  their  Way  is  fure  to  be  trod  under 
Foot,  or  beaten  in  Pieces  with  their  Trunks,  or  lift- 
ed up  in  the  Air  with  their  Trunks ;  fo  that  if  a 
hundred  Lions  or  Tygers  were  coming  along,  if  they 
meet  a  Line  of  Elephants,  they  will  always  fly  back 
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till  they  fee  room  to  pafs  by  to  the  Right  Hand  or 
to  the  Left ;  and  if  they  did  not,  it  would  be  impofli- 
ble  for  one  of  them  to  efcapej  for  the  Elephant,  the' 
a  heavy  Creature,  is  yet  fo  dexterous  and  nimble 
with  his  Trunk,  that  he  will  not  fail  to  lift  up  the 
heaviefl  Lion,  or  any  other  wild  Creature,  and 
throw  him  up  in  the  Air  quite  over  his  Back,  and 
then  trample  him  to  Death  with  his  Feet.  We  faw 
feveral  Lines  of  Battle  thus,  we  faw  one  fo  long, 
that  indeed  there  was  no  End  of  it  to  be  feen,  and, 
I  believe,  there  might  be  2000  Elephants  In  a  Row, 
or  Line.  They  are  not  Beafts  of  Prey,  but  live  up- 
on the  Herbage  of  the  Field,  as  an  Ox  does,  and,  it 
is  faid,  that  tho'  they  are  fo  great  a  Creature,  yet 
that  a  fmaller  Quantity  of  Forage  fupplies  one  of 
them,  than  will  fufRce  a  Horfe. 

The  Numbers  of  this  kind  of  Creature  that  are  in 
thofe  Parts  are  inconceivable,  as  may  be  gather'd 
from  the  prodigious  Quantity  of  Teeth,  which  as  I 
faid  we  faw  in  this  vaft  Defart,  and  indeed  we  faw  a 
100  of  them  to  one  of  any  other  Kinds. 

One  Evening  we  were  very  much  furprized;  we 
were  moll  of  us  laid  down  upon  our  Matts  to  Sleep, 
when  our  Watch  came  running  in  among  us,  being 
frighted  with  the  fudden  Roaring  of  fome  Lions  jult 
by  them,  which  it  feems  they  had  not  feen,  the 
Night  being  dark,  till  they  were  juft  upon  them. 
There  was,  as  it  proved,  an  old  Lion  and  his  whole 
Family,  for  there  was  the  Lionefs  and  three  young 
IJons,  befides  the  old  King,  who  was  a  monltrous 
great  one  :  One  of  the  young  ones,  who  were  good 
large  well  grown  ones  too,  leapt  up  upon  one  of  our 
Negroes,  who  itood  Centinel,  before  he  faw  him,  at 
which  he  was  heartily  frighted,  cried  out,  and  run 
into  the  Tent :  Our  other  Man,  who  had  a  Gun, 
had  not  Prefence  of  Mind  at  firft  to  llioot  him,  but 
ftruck  him  with  the  But-End  of  his  Piece,  which, 
made  him  whine  a  little,  and  then  growl  at  him 
E  5  fearfully; 
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fearfully;  but  the  Fellow  retired,  and  we  being  all 
alarmed,  three  of  our  Men  fnatched  up  their  Guns, 
run  to  the  Tent-Door,  where  they  faw  the  great  old 
Lion  by  the  Fire  of  his  Eyes,  and  firft  fired  at  him, 
but,  we  fuppoied,  miffed  him,  or  at  leaft  did  not 
kill  him;  for  they  went  all  oiF,  but  raifcd  a  mofl 
hideous  Roar,  which,  as  if  they  had  called  for  Help, 
brought  down  a  prodigious  Number  of  Lions,  and 
other  furious  Creatures,  we  know  not  what,  about 
them,  for  we  could  not  fee  them ;  but  there  was  a 
Noife  and  Yelling,  and  Howling,  and  all  fort  of  fuch 
"VVildernefs  Mufick  on  every  Side  of  us,  as  if  all  the 
Bealb  of  the  Dc'/irt  were  affembled  to  devour  us. 

Vve  afked  our  Black  Prince  what  we  fhould  da 
with  them  ?  Me  go,  fays  he,  /right  them  all':,  fo  he 
fnatches  up  two  or  three  of  the  worll  of  our  Matts,. 
and,  getting  one  of  our  Men  to  llrike  fomc  Fire,  he- 
Jiangs  the  Matt  up  at  the  End  oi  a  Pole,  and  fet  it 
en  Fire,  and  it  blazed  abroad  a  good  while;  at  which 
the  Creatures  all  moved  oif,  for  we  heard  them  roar, 
and  make  their  bellowing  Noife  at  a  great  Diftance.. 
Well,  fays  our  Gunner,  if  that  will  do,  we  need  not 
burn  our  Matts,  which  are  our  Beds  to  lay  under  us, 
and  our  Tilting  to  cover  us.     Let  me  alone,  fays  he,, 
fo  he  comes  back  into  our  Tent,  and  falls  to  making 
fome  art  ficial  Fire- Works,   and  the  like ;    and  he 
gave  our  Centinels  fome  to  be  ready  at  Hand,  upon. 
Occafion,  and  particularly  he  placed  a  great  Piece  of 
Wild-fire  upon  the  fame  Pole  that  the  Matt  had  been 
tied  to,  and  fet  it  on  Fire,  and  that  burnt  there  fa 
long,  that  all  the  Wild  Creatures  left  us  for  that 
time. 

However,  we  began  to  be  weary  of  fuch  Compa- 
ny, and,  to  be  rid  of  them,  we  fet  forward  again 
two  Days  fooner  than  we  intended.  We  found  now, 
that  tho'  the  Defart  did  not  end,  nor  could  we  fee 
any  Appearance  of  it,  yet  that  the  Earth  was  pretty 
full  of  green  Stuff,  of  one  fort  or  another,  fo  that  our 
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Cattle  had  no  Want.  And  fecondly,  that  there 
were  feveral  little  Rivers  which  run  into  the  Lake, 
and  fo  long  as  the  Country  continued  low,  we  found 
Water  fufficient,  which  eafed  us  very  much  in  our 
Carriage,  and  we  went  on  Hill  fixteen  Days  more 
without  yet  coming  to  any  Appearance  of  better  Soil : 
After  this  we  found  the  Country  rife  a  little,  and  by 
that  we  perceived,  that  the  Water  would  fail  us,  fo, 
for  fear  of  the  wcrft,  we  filled  our  Bladder  Bottles 
with  Water ;  we  found  the  Country  riiing  gradually 
thus  for  three  Days  continually,  when,  on  the  fud- 
den,  we  perceived,  that  tho'  we  had  mounted  up  in- 
fenfibly,  yet  that  we  were  on  tliC  Top  of  a  very  high, 
ridge  of  Hills,  tho'  not  fuch  as  at  firft. 

When  we  came  to  look  down  on  the  other  Side  of 
the  Hills  we  faw,  to  the  great  Joy  of  all  our  Hearts, 
that  the  Defart  was  at  an  End;  that  the  Country 
was  clothed  with  Green,  Abundance  of  Trees,  and 
a  large  River,  and  we  made  no  doubt  but  that  we 
fhould  find  People  and  Cattle  alfo;  and  here,  by  our 
Gunner's  Account,  who  kept  our  Computations,  we 
had  marched  about  400  Miles  over  this  difmal  Place 
of  Horrour,  having  been  four  and  thirty  Days  a-do- 
ing  of  it,  and  confequently  were  come  about  iioo 
Miles  of  our  Journey. 

We  would  willingly  have  defcended  the  Hills  that 
Night,  but  it  was  too  late;  the  next  Morning  we 
faw  every  thing  more  plain,  and  relied  our  felves  \xn^ 
der  the  Shade  of  fome  Trees;  which  were  now  the 
moft  refrefhing  things  imaginable  to  us,  who  had 
been  fcorched  above  a  Month  without  a  Tree  to  co- 
ver us.  We  found  the  Country  here  very  pleafant, 
efpecially  confidering  that  v/e  came  from,  and  we 
killed  fome  Deer  here  alfo,  which  we  found  very 
frequent  under  the  Cover  of  the  Woods;  alfo  we 
killed  a  Creature  like  a  Goat,  whofe  Flefh  was  very 
good  to  eat,  but  it  was  no  Goat :  We  found  alfo  a 
great  Number  of  Fowls  like  Partridge,  but  fomething 
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fmaller,  and  were  very  tame,  fo  that  we  lived  here 
very  well,  but  found  no  People,  at  Icafl  none  that 
would  be  feen,  no  not  for  feveral  Days  Journey ; 
and,  to  allay  our  Joy,  we  were  almoft  every  Night 
difturbed  with  Lions  andTygers;  Elephants  indeed 
we  faw  none  here. 

In  three  Days  March  we  came  to  a  River,  which 
we  faw  from  the  Hills,  and  which  we  called  the 
Golden  River,  and  we  found  it  run  Northward, 
which  was  the  firft  Stream  we  had  met  with  that  did 
fo;  it  run  with  a  very  rapid  Current,  and  our  Gun- 
ner pulling  out  his  Map,  affured  me  that  this  was 
either  the  River  Nile^  or  run  into  the  great  Lake; 
out  of  which  the  River  Nile  was  faid  to  take  its  Be- 
ginning; and  he  brought  out  his  Carts  and  Maps, 
which  by  his  Inflru6lion,  I  began  to  underftand  very 
well;  and  told  me,  he  would  convince  me  of  it,  and 
indeed  he  feemed  to  make  it  fo  plain  to  me,  that  1 
was  of  the  fame  Opinion. 

But  I  did  not  enter  into  the  Gunner's  Reafon  for 
this  Enquiry,  not  in  the  leaft,  till  he  went  on  with  it 
farther,  and  Hated  it  thus;  if  this  is  the  River  Nik, 
why  fhould  not  we  build  fome  more  Canoes,  and  go 
down  this  Stream  rather  than  to  expofe  our  felves  to 
any  more  Defarts  and  fcorching  Sands,  in  Queft  of 
the  Sea,  which  v»  hen  we  are  come  to,  we  Ihall  be  as 
much  at  a  Lofs  how  to  get  home  as  we  were  at  Ma-- 
dagafcar. 

The  Argument  was  good,  had  there  been  no  Ob- 
je<Sions  in  the  Way,  of  a  Kind  which  none  of  us 
were  capable  of  anfwcring;  but  upon  the  whole  it 
was  an  Undertaking  of  iuch  a  Nature,  that  every 
one  of  us  thought  it  impradicable,  and  that  upon  fe- 
veral Accounts;  and  our  Surgeon,  who  was  himfelf 
a  good  Scholar,  and  a  Man  of  Reading,  tho'  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  Bufmefs  of  Sailing,  oppofed  it; 
and  fome  of  his  Reafons,  I  remember,  were  fuch  as 
ihefei  firft,  the  Length  of  the  Way,  which  both  he 
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and  the  Gunner  allowed  by  the  Courfe  of  the  Water 
and  Turnings  of  the  River,  would  be  at  leaft  4000 
Miles.  Secondly,  The  inrumerable  Crocodiles  in 
the  River,  which  we  fhould  never  be  able  to  efcape. 
Thirdly,  The  dreadful  Defarts  in  the  Way;  and 
laftly,  the  approaching  rainy  Seafon,  in  which  the 
Streams  of  the  Nile  would  be  fo  furious,  and  rife  fo 
high,  fpreading  far  and  wide  over  all  the  plain 
Country,  that  we  (hould  never  be  able  to  know  when 
we  were  in  the  Channel  of  the  River,  and  when  not, 
and  fhould  certainly  be  cait  away,  over-fet,  or  run 
a-ground  fo  often,  that  it  would  be  impoiTible  to  pro- 
ceed by  a  River  fo  exceifively  dangerous. 

This  lafl  Reafon  he  made  fo  plain  to  us,  that  we 
began  to  be  fenfibie  of  it  our  felves;  fo  that  we  a- 
greed  to  lay  that  Thought  alide,  and  proceed  in  our 
firft  Courfe  Weftward  towards  the  Sea :  But  as  if  we 
had  been  loath  to  depart,  we  continued,  by  way  of 
refrefhing  our  felves,  to  loyter  two  Days  upon  this 
River,  in  which  time  our  Black  Prince,  who  delight- 
ed much  in  wandering  up  and  down,  came  one-E- 
vening  and  brought  us  feveral  little  Bits  of  fome- 
thing,  he  knew  not  what;  but  he  found  it  felt  hea- 
vy, and  looked  well,  and  {hewed  it  to  me,  as  what 
he  thought  was  fome  Rarity.  I  took  not  much  No- 
tice of  it  to  him,  but  flepping  out,  and  calling  the 
Gunner  to  me,  I  ihewed  it  to  him,  and  told  him 
what  I  Thought,  'viz.  that  it  was  certainly  Gold : 
He  agreed  with  me  in  that,  and  alfo  in  v/hat  fol- 
low'd,  that  we  would  take  the  Black  Prince  out  with 
us  the  next  Day,  and  make  him  fhew  us  where  he 
found  it,  that  if  there  was  any  Quantity  to  be  found, 
we  would  tell  our  Company  of  it,  but  if  there  was 
but  little,  we  would  keep  Counfel,  and  have  it  to 
our  lelves. 

But  we  forgot  to  engage  the  Prince  in  the  Secret, 
who  innocently  told  fo  much  to  all  the  reft,  as  that 
they  guelTed  what  it  was,  and  came  to  us  to  fee ; 
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when  we  found  it  was  publick,  we  were  more  con- 
cerned to  prevent  their  rufpefting  that  we  had  any 
Defign  to  conceal  it,  and  openly  telling  our  Thoughts 
of  it,  we  called  our  Artificer,  who  agreed  prefently 
that  it  was  Gold  ;  fo  I  propofed,  that  we  ihould  all 
go  with  the  Prince  to  the  Place  where  he  found  it, 
and  if  any  Quantity  was  to  be  had,  we  would  lye 
here  fome  time,  and  fee  what  we  could  make  of  it. 

Accordingly,  we  went  every  Man  of  us,  for  no 
Man  was  willing  to  be  left  behind  in  a  Difcovery  of 
fuch  a  Nature.  When  we  came  to  the  Place,  we 
found  it  was  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  River,  not  in  the 
mainRiv^er,but  in  another  fmall  Riveror  Stream  which 
came  from  the  Weft,,  and  run  into  the  other  River  at 
that  Place.  We  fell  to  raking  in  the  Sand,  and  walh- 
ing  it  in  our  Hands,  and  we  feldom  took  up  a 
Handful  of  Sand,  but  we  wafiied  fome  little  round 
Lumps  as  big  as  a  Pin's  Head,  or  fometimes  as  big 
as  a  Grapeftone,  into  our  Hand,  and  we  found  in 
two  or  three  Hours  time,  that  every  one  had  got 
fonfe,  fo  we  agreed  to  leave  off,  and  go  to  Din- 
ner. 

•  While  we  were  eating,  it  came  into  my  Thoughts, 
that  while  we  worked  at  this  Rate  in  a  thing  of  fuch 
Nicety  and  .Confequence,  it  was  ten  to  one  if  the 
Gold,  which  was  the  Makehait  of  the  World,  did 
not  firft  or  laft  fet  us  together  by  the  Ears  to  break 
our  good  Articles  and  our  Underftanding  one  among 
another,  and  perhaps  caufe  us  to  part  Companies,, 
or  worfe ;  I  therefore  told  them,  that  I  was  indeed 
the  youngeft  Man  of  the  Company,  but  as  they  had 
always  allowed  me  to  give  my  opinion  in  things, 
and  had  fometimes  been  pleafed  to  follow  my 
Advice,  fo  I  had  fomething  to  propofe  now,  which 
I  thought,  would  be  for  all  our  Advantages,  and  I 
believed  they  would  all  like  it  very  well.  I  told 
them  we  were  in  a  Country  where  we  all  knew 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  Gold,  and  that  all  the 
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World  fent  Ships  thither  to  get  it ;  that  we  did  not 
indeed  know  where  it  was,  and  fo  we  might  get  a 
great  deal,  or  a  little,  we  did  not  know  whether ; 
but  I  offered  it  to  them  to  confider  whether  it  would 
not  be  the  bell  V/ay  for  us,  and  to  preferve  the  good 
Harmony  and  Friendihip  that  had  been  always  kept 
among  us,  and  which  was  fo  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  our  Safety,  that  what  we  found  Ihould  be  brought 
together  to  one  common  Stock,  and  be  equally  divid- 
ed at  laft,  rather  than  to  run  the  Hazard  of  any  Dif- 
ference which  might  happen  among  us,  from  any 
one's  having  found  more  or  lefs  than  another.  I 
told  them,  that  if  we  were  all  upon  one  Bottom,  we 
fhould  all  apply  our  felves  heartily  to  the  Work, 
and  befides  that,  we  might  then  fet  our  Negroes  all 
to  Work  for  us,  and  receive  equally  the  Fruit  of 
their  Labour,  and  of  our  own,  and  being  all  exadlly 
alike  Sharers,  there  could  be  no  jult  Caufe  of  Quarrel 
or  Difguft  among  us. 

They  all  approved  the  Propofal,  and  every  one 
jointly  fwore,  and  gave  their  Hands  to  one  another, 
that  they  would  not  conceal  the  leall  Grain  of  Gold 
from  the  reft ;  and  confented,  that  if  any  or  mote 
fhould  be  found  to  conceal  any,  all  that  he  had. 
fhould  be  taken  from  him,,  and  divided  among  the 
reft :  And  one  thing  more  was  added  to  it  by  our 
Gunner,  from  Confiderations  equally  good  and  juft ; 
that  if  any  one  of  us,  by  any  Play,  Bett,  Game,  or 
Wager,  won  any  Money  or  Gold,  or  the  Value  of 
any  from  another,  during  our  whole  Voyage  till 
our  return  quite  to  Portugal,  he  fhould  be  obliged 
by  us  all  to  reftore  it  again  on  the  Penalty  of  being 
difarmed,  and  turned  out  of  the  Company,  and  of 
having  no  Relief  from  us  on  any  Account  whatfoever. 
This  was  to  prevent  Wagering  and  Playing  for  mo- 
ney, which  our  Men  were  apt  to  do  by  feveral 
Games,  tho'  they  had  neither  Cards  or  Dice. 

Having 
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Having  made  tliis  wholefome  Agreement,  we  went 
chearfully  to  Work,  and  fhewed  our  Negroes  how 
to  work  for  us  ;  and  working  up  the  Stream  on 
both  Sides,  and  in  the  Bottom  of  the  River,  we 
fpent  about  three  Weeks  Time  dabling  in  the  Water; 
by  which  time,  as  it  lay  all  in  our  Way,  we  had 
been  gone  about  fix  Miles,  and  not  more  ;  and  flill 
the  higher  we  went  the  more  Gold  we  found  ;  till 
at  laft  having  pafs'd  by  the  Side  of  a  Hill,  we  per- 
ceived on  a  fudden,  that  the  Gold  ftopped,  and 
that  there  was  not  a  bit  taken  up  beyond  that  Place; 
it  prefently  occurred  to  my  Mind,  that  it  mufl  then 
be  from  the  Side  of  that  little  Hill  that  all  the  Gold 
we  found  was  worked  down. 

Upon  this,  we  went  back  to  the  Hill,  and  fell  to 
Work  with  that.  We  found  the  Earth  loofe,  and  of 
a  yellowiih  loamy  Colour,  and  in  fome  Places,  a 
white  hard  Kind  of  Stone,  which  in  defcribing  fmce 
to  fome  of  our  Artifts,  they  tell  me  was  the  Spar 
which  is  found  by  Oar,  and  Surrounds  it  in  the 
Mine.  However,  if  it  had  been  all  Gold,  we  had  no 
Inftrument  to  force  it  out ;  fo  we  paffed  that :  But 
fcratching  into  the  loofe  Earth  with  cur  Fingers,  we 
came  to  a  furprizing  Place,  where  the  Earth  for  the 
Quantity  of  two  Bufhels,  I  believe,  or  thereabouts, 
crumbled  down  with  little  more  than  touching  it, 
and  apparently  fhewed  us  that  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  Gold  in  it.  We  took  it  all  carefully  up,  and 
vvafhing  it  in  the  Water,  the  loamy  Earth  wafh'd 
away  and  left  the  Gold  dull  free  in  our  Hands ;  and 
that  which  was  more  remarkable,  was,  that  when 
this  loofe  Earth  was  all  taken  away,  and  we  came 
to  the  Rock  or  hard  Stone,  there  was  not  one  Grain 
of  Gold  more  to  be  found. 

At  Night  we  came  all  together  to  fee  what  we 
had  got,  and  it  appeared  we  had  found  in  that 
Day's  Heap  of  Earth,   about  Fifty  Pound  Weight 
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of  Gold  Dull,  and  about  Thirty  Four  Pound  more 
in  all  the  reft  of  our  Works  in  the  River. 

It  was  a  happy  Kind  of  Difappointment  to  us, 
that  we  found  a  full  Stop  put  to  our  Work ;  for  had 
the  Quantity  of  Gold  been  ever  fo  fmall,  yet  had 
any  at  all  come,  I  do  not  know  when  we  fhould 
have  given  over ;  for  having  rummaged  this  Place, 
and  not  finding  the  len.fl:  Grain  of  Gold  in  any  other 
Place,  or  in  any  of  the  Earth  there,  except  in  that 
loofe  Parcel,  we  went  quite  back  down  the  fmall 
River  again,  working  it  over  and  over  again,  as 
long  as  we  could  find  un)  thing  how  fmall  foever  ; 
and  we  did  get  fix  or  feven  Pound  more  the  fecond 
time.  Then  we  went  into  the  firft  River,  and  tried 
it  up  the  Stream  .and  down  the  Stream  on  the  one 
Side  and  on  the  other.  Up  the  Stream  we  found 
nothing,  no  not  a  Grain  ;  down  the  Stream  we  found 
very  little,  not  above  the  Quantity  of  Half  an 
Ounce  in  two  Aiiles  working ;  fo  back  we  came 
again  to  the  Golden  River,  as  we  juftly  called  it, 
and  worked  it  up  the  Stream  and  down  the  Stream 
twice  more  a-peice,  and  every  time  we  found  fome 
Gold,  and  perhaps  might  have  done  fo,  if  v^e  had 
flayed  there  till  this  time  ;  but  the  Quantity  was  at 
lafl  fo  fmall,  and  the  Work  fo  much  the  harder, 
that  we  agreed  by  Confent  to  give  it  over,  left  we 
ihould  fatigue  our  felves  and  our  Negroes  fo,  as  to 
be  quite  unfit  for  our  Journey.  When  we  had 
brought  all  our  Purchafe  together,  we  had  in  the 
whole  three  Pound  and  a  Half  of  Gold  to  a  A^Ian, 
Share  and  Share  alike,  according  to  fuch  a  Weight 
and  Scale  as  our  ingenious  Cutler  made  for  us  to 
weigh  it  by,  which  he  did  indeed  by  guefs,  but 
which,  as  he  faid,  he  was  fure  was  rather  more  than 
le{s,  and  fo  it  proved  at  laft ;  for  it  was  near  two 
Ounces  more  than  Weight  in  a  Pound.  Befides  this, 
there  was  feven  or  eight  Pound  Weight  left,  which 
we  agreed  to  leave  in  his  Hands,  to  work  it  into  fuch 
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i^hapes  as  we  thought  fit  to  give  away  to  fuch  Peo- 
pie  as  we  might  yet  meet  with,  from  whom  we 
might  have  Occaiion  to  buy  Provifions,  or  even  to 
buy  friendfhip,  or  the  like;  and  particularly  we  gave 
about  a  Poundi  o  our  Black  Prince,  which  he  ham- 
mer'd  and  worked  by  his  own  indefatigable  Hand, 
and  Tome  Tools  our  Artificer  lent  him,  into  little 
round  bits,  as  round  almoft  as  Beads,  tho'  not  exaft 
in  Shape,  and  drilling  Holes  thro'  them,  put  them 
all  upon  a  String,  and  wore  them  about  his  black 
Neck,  and  they  look'd  very  well  there  I  aflure  you  ; 
but  he  was  many  Months  a  doing  it.  And  thus- 
ended  our  firll  Golden  Adventure. 

We  now  began  to  difcover  what  we  had  not  trou- 
bled our  Heads  much  about  before ;  and  that  was, 
that  let  the  Country  be  good  or  bad  that  we  were  in, 
we  could  not  travel  much  farther,  for  a  confiderable 
time.  We  had  been  now  five  Months  and  upwards 
in  our  Journey,  and  the  Seafons  began  to  change ; 
and  Nature  told  us,  that  being  in  a  Climate  that 
llad  a  Winter  as  well  as  a  Summer,  tho'  of  a  differ- 
ing Kind  from  what  our  own  Country  produced, 
we  were  to  expe(5l  a  wet  Seafon,  and  fuch  as  \\te 
Ihould  not  be  able  to  travel  in,  as  well  by  reafon  of 
the  Rain  it  fel ,  as  of  the  Floods  which  it  would 
occafion  wherever  we  fhould  come ;  and  tho'  we 
had  been  no  Strangers  to  thofe  wet  Seafons  in  the 
liland  of  Madagafcar^  yet  we  had  not  thought 
much  of  them  fince  we  begun  our  Travels ;  for  fet- 
ting  out  when  the  Sun  was  about  the  Solftice,  that 
is,  when  it  was  at:  the  greateft  Northern  Dillance 
from  us,  we  had  found  the  Benefit  of  it  in  our  Tra- 
vels. But  now  it  drew  near  us  apace,  and  we  found 
it  began  to  rain  ;  upon  which  we  called  another 
General  Council,  in  which  we  debated  our  prefent 
Circumftances,  and  in  particular,  whether  we 
ihould  go  forw  ard,  or  feek  for  a  proper  Place  upon 
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the  Bank  of  our  Golden  River,   which  had  been  fo 
lucky  to  us,  to  fix  our  Camp  for  the  Winter. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  refolved  to  abide  where 
we  were;   and  it  was  not  the  leafl  Part  of  our  Hap 
pinefs  that  we  did  fo,  as  fhall  appear  in  its  Place. 

Having  refolved  upon  this,  our  firft  A4eafures  were 
to  fet  our  Negroes  to  work,  to  make  Hutts  or  Hou- 
fes  for  our  Habitation  ;  and  this  they  did  very  dex- 
teroufly  ;  only  that  we  changed  the  Ground  where 
we  had  at  firll  intended  it,  thinl-dng,  as  indeed  it 
happen'd,  that  the  River  might  reach  it  upon  any 
fudden  Rain.  Our  Camp  was  like  a  little  Town, 
in  which  our  Hutts  were  in  the  Center,  having  one 
large  one  in  the  Center  of  them  alfo,  into  which  all 
our  particular  Lodgings  opened  ;  fo  that  none  of  us 
went  into  our  Apartments,  but  thro'  a  publick  Tent 
where  we  all  eat  and  drank  together,  and  kept  our 
Councils  and  Society,  and  our  Carpenters  made  us 
Tables,  Benches,  and  Stools  in  Abundance,  as  many 
as  we  could  make  Ufe  of. 

We  had  no  Need  of  Chimneys,  it  was  hot  enoug^h 
Without  Fire ;  but  yet  we  found  ourfelves  at  laft 
oblig'd  to  keep  a  Fire  every  Night  upon  a  particular 
Occafion :  For  tho'  we  had  in  all  other  Refpeds  a 
very  pleafant  and  np^reeable  Situation,  yet  we  were 
rather  worfe  troubled  with  the  unwelcome  Vifits  of 
wild  Bealls  here,  than  in  the  Wildernefs  itfelf  j  for 
as  the  Deer>  and  other  gentle  Creatures  came  hither 
for  Shelter  and  Food,  fo  the  Lions,  andTygers,  and 
Leopards,  haunted  thefe  Places  continually  for  Prey. 

When  firll  we  difcovered  this,  we  were  fo  uneafy 
at  it,,  that  we  thought  of  removing  our  Situation  ; 
but  after  many  Debates  about  it,  we  refolved  to  for- 
tify ourfelves  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  not  to  be  in  any 
Danger  from  it ;  and  this  our  Carpenters  undertook, 
who  firlt  palifadoed  our  Camp  quite  round  with 
long  Stakes  (for  we  had  Wood  enough)  v/hich  Stakes 
were  not  ftuck  in  one  by  another  like  Pales,  but  in 
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an  irregular  Manner ;  a  great  Multitude  of  them  for 
placed,  that  they  took  up  near  two  Yards  in  Thick- 
nefs,  fome  higher,  feme  lower,  all  fharpened  at  the 
Top,  and  about  a  Foot  afunder ;  ib  that  had  any 
Creature  jump'd  at  them,  unlefs  he  had  gone  clean 
over,  which  it  was  very  hard  to  do,  he  w^ould  be 
hung  upon  twenty  or  thirty  Spikes. 

The  Entrance  in  this,  had  larger  Stakes  than  the 
reft,  placed  fo  before  one  another,  as  to  make  three 
or  four  fliort  Turnings,  which  no  fourfooted  Beaft 
bigger  than  a  Dog  could  pofliWy  come  in  at ;  and 
that  we  might  not  be  attack' d  by  any  Multitude  to- 
gether, and  confequently  be  alarm'd  in  our  Sleep,  as 
we  had  been,  or  be  oblig'd  to  waftc  our  Ammuni- 
tion, which  we  were  very  chary  of,  we  kept  a  great 
Fire  every  Night  without  the  Entrance  of  our  Pali- 
fade,  having  a  Hutt  for  our  two  Centinels  to  ftand  in 
free  from  the  Rain,  juft  within  the  Entrance,  and 
right  againil  the  Fire. 

To  maintain  this  Fire,  we  cut  a  prodigious  deal  of 
Wood,  and  piled  it  upon  a  Heap  to  dry,  and  with 
the  green  Boughs  made  a  fecond  Covering  over  our 
Hutts,  fo  high  and  thick,  that  it  might  caft  the 
Rain  off  from  the  firft,  and  keep  us  effeftually  dry. 

We  had  fcarce  finifhed  all  thefe  Works,  but  that 
the  Rain  came  on  fo  fierce,  and  fo  continued,  that 
we  had  little  Time  to  ftir  abroad  for  Food,  except 
indeed  that  our  Negroes,  who  wore  no  Cloaths, 
feem'd  to  make  nothing  of  the  Rain,  tho'  to  us  Eu- 
ropeans in  thofe  hot  Climates,  nothing  is  more  dan- 
gerous. 

We  continued  in  this  Pofture  for  four  Months, 
that  is,  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of 
Ocioher ;  for  tho'  the  Rains  went  off,  at  leaft  the 
greateft  Violence  of  them,  about  the  Equinox,  yet  as 
the  Sun  was  then  juft  over  our  Heads,  we  refolved  to 
ftay  a  while  till  it  was  pafs'd  us  a  little  to  the  South- 
ward. 

During 
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During  our  Encampment  here,  we  had  feveral 
Adventures  with  the  ravenous  Creatures  of  that  Coun- 
try, and  had  not  our  Fire  been  always  kept  burning, 
I  queilion  much  whether  all  our  Fence,  tho'  we 
ftrengthen'd  it  afterwards  with  twelve  or  fourteen 
Kows  of  Stakes  more,  would  have  kept  us  fecure. 
It  was  always  in  the  Night  that  we  had  the  Diftur- 
bance  of  them,  and  fometimes  they  came  in  fuch 
Multitudes,  that  we  thought  all  the  Lions,  and  Ty- 
gers,  and  Leopards,  and  Wolves  of  Africa  were 
come  together  to  attack  us.  One  Night  being  clear 
Moonfhine,  one  of  our  Men  being  upon  the  Watch, 
told  us,  he  verily  believed  he  fav/  ten  Thoufand  wild 
Creatures  of  one  Sort  or  another,  pafs  by  our  little 
Camp ;  and  aflbon  as  ever  they  fav/  the  Fire,  they 
fheer'd  off,  but  were  fure  to  howl  or  roar,  or  what- 
ever it  was,  when  they  were  pall. 

The  Mufick  of  their  Voices  was  very  far  from  be- 
ing pleafant  to  us,  and  fometimes  would  be  fo  very 
difturbing,  that  we  could  not  fleep  for  it ;  and  often 
our  Centinels  would  call  us,  that  were  awajce  to  come 
and  look  at  them.  It  was  one  windy  tempeftuous 
Night  after  a  very  rainy  Day,  that  we  were  indeed 
all  called  up  ;  for  fuch  innumerable  Numbers  of  De- 
vilifh  Creatures  came  about  us,  that  our  Watch  real- 
ly thought  they  would  attack  us.  They  would  not 
come  on  the  Side  where  the  Fire  was  ;  and  tho'  we 
thought  our  felves  fecure  every  where  elfe.  yet  we 
all  got  up,  and  took  to  our  Arms.  The  Moon  was 
near  the  Full,  but  the  Air  full  of  flying  Clouds,  and 
a  flrange  Hurricane  of  Wind  to  add  to  the  Terror  of 
the  Night ;  when  looking  on  the  Back  Part  of  our 
Camp,  I  thought  I  faw  a  (Creature  within  our  For- 
tification, and  fo  indeed  he  was,  except  his  Haunch- 
es ;  for  he  had  taken  a  running  Leap,  I  fuppofe,  and 
with  all  his  Might  had  thrown  himfelf  clear  over  our 
Palifadoes,  except  one  llrong  Pile  which  flood  higher 
than  the  reft,  and  which  had  caught  hold  of  him, 
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.and  by  his  Weight  he  had  hang'd  himfelf  upon  it, 
the  Spike  of  the  File  running  into  his  Hinder-Haunch 
or  Thigh,  on  the  Infide,  and  by  that  he  ]mng  growl- 
ing and  biting  the  Wood  for  Rage.     I  fnatcht  up  a 
Lance  from  one  of  the  Negroes  that  flood  jull  by  me, 
and  running  to  him,  Itruck  it  three  or  four  Times 
into  him,  and  difpatchM  him;  being  unwilling  to 
flioot,  bccaufe  I  had  a  Mind  to  have  a  Volley  fired 
among  the  reft,  whom  I  could  fee  Handing  without 
as  thick  as  a  Drove  of  Bullocks  going  to  a  Fair.     I 
immediately  called  our  People  out,  and  Ihewed  them 
the  Objedl  of  Terror  which  I  had  feen,  and  without 
any  farther  Confultation,  fired  a  full  Volley  among 
them,  moll  of  our  Pieces  being  loaden  with  two  or 
three  Sluggs  or  Bullets  a-piece.     It  made  a  horrible 
Clutter  among  them,  and  in  general  they  all  took  to 
their  Heels,  only  that  we  could  obferve,  that  fome 
walk'd  off  with  more  Gravity  and  Majefty  than  o- 
thers,  being  not  fo  much  frighted  at  the  Noife  and 
Fire;  and  we  could  perceive  that  fome  were  left  upon 
the  Ground  ftruggling  as  for  Life,  but  we  durft  not 
llir  out  to  fee  what  they  were. 

Indeed  they  fiood  lo  thick,  and  were  fo  near  u.'?, 
that  we  could  not  well  mifs  killing  or  wounding  fome 
of  them,  and  we  believe  they  had  certainly  the  Smell 
of  us,  and  of  our  Victuals  w-e  had  been  killing  ;  for 
we  had  killed  a  Deer,  and  three  or  four  of  thofe 
Creatures  like  Goats,  the  Day  before;  and  fome  of 
the  Offal  had  been  throv/n  out  behind  our  Camp, 
and  this  we  fuppofe  drew  them  fo  much  about  us ; 
but  we  avoided  it  for  the  future. 

Tho'  the  Creatures  fled,  yet  we  heard  a  frightful 
Roaring  all  Niglit  at  the  Place  where  they  llood, 
which  we  fuppofed  was  from  fome  that  were  wound- 
ed ;  and  as  foon  as  Day  came,  we  went  out  to  fee 
what  Execution  we  had  done,  and,  indeed,  it  was  a 
Urange  Sight ;  there  w'ere  three  Tygers  and  two 
Wolves  quite  killed,  befides  the  Creature  I  had  kill- 
ed 
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ed  within  our  Palifado,  which  feemM  to  be  of  an  ill- 
gendercd  kind,  between  a  Tyger  and  a  Leopard. 
Befides  this,  there  was  a  noble  old  Lion  alive,  but 
with  both  his  Fore  Legs  broke,  fo  that  he  could  not 
Itir  away,  and  he  had  almoll  beat  himfelf  to  Death 
with  ftruggling  all  Night;  and  we  found,  that  this 
was  the  wounded  Soldier  that  had  roared  fo  loud,  and 
-given  us  fo  much  Difturbance  :  Our  Surgeon,  look- 
ing at  him,  fmiled ;  Now,  fays  he,  if  I  could  be 
fure  this  Lion  would  be  as  grateful  to  me,  as  one  of 
his  Majefly's  Anceilors  was  to  Androjucus  the  Ro?nan 
Slave,  I  would  certainly  fet  both  his  Legs  again,  and 
cure  him,  I  had  not  heard  the  Story  of  Andronicus, 
fo  he  told  ir  me  at  large ;  but  as  to  the  Surgeon,  we 
told  him,  he  had  no  Way  to  know  whether  the  Lion 
would  do  fo  or  not,  but  to  cure  him  iirfl,  and  trull 
to  his  Honour;  but  he  had  no  Faith;  fo,  to  difpatch 
him,  and  put  him  out  of  his  Torment,  he  fhot  him 
into  the  Head,  and  killed  him,  for  which  we  called 
him  the  King-Killer  ever  after. 

Our  Negroes  found  no  lefs  than  five  of  thefe  ra- 
venous Creatures  wounded  and  dropt  at  a  Diftance 
from  our  Quarters ;  whereof,  one  was  a  Wolf,  one 
a  fine  fpotted  young  Leopard,  and  the  other  were 
Creatures  that  we  knew  not  what  to  call  them. 

We  had  feveral  more  of  thefe  Gentle-folks  about 
after  that,  but  no  fach  general  Rendezvous  of  them 
as  that  v^as,  any  more;  but  this  ill  Eftedl  it  had  to 
us,  that  it  frighted  the  Deer  and  other  Creatures 
from  our  Neighbourhood,  of  whofe  Company  we 
were  much  more  defirous,  and  Vy-ho  were  neceifary 
for  our  Subfillence  :  Hov/ever,  our  Negroes  went 
out  every  Day  a-Hunting,  as  they  called  it,  with 
Bow  and  Arrow,  and  they  fcarce  ever  failed  of 
bringing  us  home  fomething  or  other;  and  particu- 
larly we  found  in  this  Part  of  the  Country,  after  the 
jRains  had  fallen  fome  time.  Abundance  of  Wild- 
fowl,   fuch  as  we  have  in  England-,    Duck,  Teal 
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Widgeon,  l^c.  fome  Geefe,  and  fome  Kinds  that 
we  had  never  feen  before,  and  we  frequently  killed 
them.  Alfo  we  catclied  a  gre-^t  Deal  of  frefh  Fifh 
xDutof  the  River,  fo  that  we  wanted  no  Provifioni  if 
we  wanted  any  thing,  it  was  Salt  to  eat  with  our 
frelh  Meat,  but  we  had  a  little  left,  and  we  ufed  it 
fparingiy ;  for,  as  to  our  Negroes,  they  would  not 
tefte  it,  nor  did  they  care  to  eat  any  Ivieat  that  was 
leafoned  with  it. 

The  Weather  began  now  to  clear  up,  the  Rains 
were  down,  and  the  Floods  abated,  and  the  Sun, 
which  had  pafTed  our  Zenith,  was  gone  to  the  South- 
ward a  good  Way,  fo  we  prepared  to  go  on  of  our 
Way. 

It  was  the  1 2th  oi  Oilohcr  or  thereabouts,  that  we 
began  to  let  forward,  and  having  an  eafy  Country  to 
travel  in,  as  well  as  to  fupply  us  v/ith  Provifions, 
tho'  Hill  without  Inhabitants,  we  made  more  Dif- 
patch,  travelling  fome  times,  as  we  calculated  it  20 
or  25  Miles  a  Bay;  nor  did  we  halt  any  where  in 
eleven  Days  March,  one  Day  excepted,  which  was  to 
make  a  Raft  to  carry  us  over  a  fmall  River,  which 
having  fwelled  with  the  Rains  was  not  yet  quite 
4own. 

When  we  were  pafi  this  River,  which  by  the  Way 
run  to  the  Northward  too,  v^e  found  a  great  Row  of 
Hills  in  our  Way ;  v/e  faw  indeed  the  Country  open 
to  the  Right  at  a  great  Diilance,  but  as  we  kept  true 
to  our  Courfe  due  "Welt,  we  were  not  willing  to  go 
a  great  Way  out  of  our  \^'ay,  only  to  fhun  a  few 
Hills;  fo  we  advanced;  but  w^e  were  furprized,  when 
being  not  quite  ccme  to  the  Top,  one  of  our  Com- 
pany who  with  two  Negroes  Vvas  got  up  before  us, 
cry'd  out  the  Sea  !  the  Sea  !  and  fell  a-danping  and 
jumping  as  Signs  of  Joy. 

The  Gunner  and  I  were  moll  (urprized  at  it,  be- 
caufe  we  had  but  that  Morning  been  calculating, 
that  ws  muit  have  yet  above  a  1 000  Miles  to  the 

Sea- 
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Sea-ride,  and  that  we  could  not  expedl  to  reach  it  till 
another  rainy  Seafon  would  be  upon  us,  fo  that  whea 
our  Man  cry'd  out  the  Sea,  the  Gunner  was  angry, 
and  faid  he  was  mad. 

But  we  were  both  in  the  greateft  Surprize  imagi- 
nable, when  coming  to  the  Top  of  the  Hill,  and 
tho'  it  was  very  high,  we  faw  nothing  but  Water, 
either  before  us,  or  to  the  right  Hand  or  the  left, 
being  a  vail  Sea  without  any  Bound  but  the  Horizon. 

He  went  down  the  Hill  full  of  Confufion  of 
Thought,  not  being  able  to  conceive  whereabouts  we 
were,  or  what  it  mull  be,  feeing  by  all  our  Charts 
the  Sea  was  yet  a  vail  Way  off. 

It  was  not  above  three  Aliles  from  the  Hills  before 
we  came  to  the  Shore,  or  Water-edge  of  this  Sea, 
and  there,  to  our  further  Surprize,  we  found  the 
Water  frefh  and  pleafant  to  drink;  fo  that  in  fhort 
we  knew  not  what  Courfe  to  take :  The  Sea,  as  we 
thought  it  to  be,  put  a  full  Hop  to  our  Journey,  (I 
mean  Weilward)  for  it  lay  juH  in  the  Way.  Our 
next  Queilion  was  which  Hand  to  turn  to,  to  the 
Right  or  the  Left,  but  this  was  foon  refolved;  for  as 
we  knew  not  the  Extent  of  it,  we  conlidered  that 
our  Way,  if  it  had  been  the  Sea  really,  muH  be  to 
the  North ;  and  therefore,  if  we  went  to  the  South 
now,  it  muil  be  juit  lb  much  out  of  our  Way  at  laft : 
So  having  ipent  a  good  Part  of  the  Day  in  our  Sur- 
prize at  the  Thing,  and  coafulting  what  to  do,  we 
fet  forward  to  the  North. 

We  travelled  upon  the  Shore  of  this  Sea  full  23 
Days,  before  we  could  come  to  any  Refolution  about 
what  it  was;  at  the  End  of  which,  early  one  Morn- 
ing, one  of  our  Seamen  cried  out  Land,  and  it  was 
no  falfe  Alarm,  for  we  faw  plainly  the  Tops  of  fonie 
Kills  at  a  very  great  Diilance,  on  the  further  Side 
of  the  Water,  due  Well;  but  tho'  this  fatisfied  us 
that  it  v/as  not  the  Ocean,  but  an  Inland  Sea  or  Lake, 
}et  we  faw  no  Land  to  the  Northward,  that  is  to 
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fay,  no  End  of  it;  but  were  obliged  to  travel  eight 
Days  more,  and  near  a  i  oo  Miles  further,  before  we 
came  to  the  End  of  it,  and  then  we  found  this  Lake 
or  Sea  ended  in  a  very  great  River,  which  run  N. 
or  N.  by  E.  as  the  other  River  had  done,  which  I 
mentioned  before. 

My  Friend  the  Gunner,  upon  examining,  faid, 
that  he  believed  that  he  was  miftaken  before,  and 
that  this  was  the  River  Nile,  but  was  flill  of  the 
Mind,  that  we  were  of  before,  that  we  fhould  not 
think  of  a  Voyage  into  Egypt  that  Way ;  fo  we  re- 
folved  upon  crofling  this  River,  which  however  was 
not  fo  eafy  as  before,  the  River  being  very  rapid, 
and  the  Channel  very  broad. 

It  cod  us  therefore  a  Week  here  to  get  Alaterials 
to  waft  our  felves  and  Cattle  over  this  River;  for 
tho'  here  were  Store  of  Trees,  yet  there  were  none 
of  any  confiderable  Growth,  fufRcient  to  make  a 
Canoe. 

During  our  March  on  the  Edge  of  this  Bank,  we 
met  with  great  Fatigue,  and  therefore  travell'd  fewer 
Miles  in  a  Day  than  before,  there  being  fuch  a  pro- 
digious Number  of  little  Rivers  that  came  down  from 
the  Hills  on  the  Eaft  Side,  emptying  themfelves  into 
this  Gulph,  all  which  Waters  were  pretty  high,  the 
Rains  having  been  but  newly  over. 

In  the  lail  three  Days  of  our  Travel  we  met  with 
fome  Inhabitants,  but  we  found  they  lived  upon  the 
little  Hills,  and  not  by  the  Water  Side ;  nor  were  we 
a  little  put  to  it  for  Food  in  this  March,  having  kill- 
ed nothing  for  four  or  five  Days,  but  fome  Fifh  we 
caught  out  of  the  Lake,  and  that  not  in  fuch  Plenty 
as  we  found  before. 

But  to  make  us  fome  amends,  we  had  no  Diflur- 
bance  upon  all  the  Shore  of  this  Lake,  from  any 
wild  Beafts;  the  only  Inconveniency  of  that  Kind 
was,  that  we  met  an  ugly,  venernous,  deformed 
kind  of  a  Snake  or  Serpent  in  the  wet  Grounds  near 
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the  Lake,  that  feveral  times  purfued  us,  as  if  it 
would  attack  us ;  and  if  we  ftruck  at,  or  threw  any 
thing  at  it,  would  raife  it  felf  up,  and  hifs  fo  loud 
that  it  might  be  heard  a  great  Way;  it  had  a  hellilh, 
ugly,  deformed  Look  and  Voice,  and  our  Men  would 
not  be  perfwaded  but  it  was  the  Devil,  only  that  we 
did  not  know  what  Bufmefs  Satan  could  have  there, 
where  there  were  no  People. 

It  was  very  remarkable  that  we  had  now  travelled 
I  COD  Miles  without  meeting  with  any  People,  in 
the  Heart  of  the  v/hole  Continent  of  Africa,  where 
to  be  fure  never  Man  fet  his  Foot  fmce  the  Sons  of 
Noah  fpread  themfelves  over  the  Face  of  the  whole 
Earth ;  here  alfo  our  Gunner  took  an  Obfervation 
with  his  ForeflafF  to  determine  our  Latitude,  and  he 
found  nov/,  that  having  marched  about  33  Days 
Northward,  we  were  in  6  Degrees  22  Minutes  South. 
Latitude. 

After  having  with  great  Difficulty  got  over  this 
River,  we  came  into  a  ftrange  wild  Country,  that 
began  a  little  to  affright  us;  for  tho'  the  Country- 
was  not  a  Defart  of  dry  fcalding  Sand,  as  that  was 
Vv^e  had  pafTed  before,  yet  it  was  mountainous,  bar- 
ren and  infinitely  full  of  mofl  furious  wild  Beafls, 
more  than  any  Place  we  had  paft  yet.  There  was 
indeed  a  kind  of  coarfe  Herbage  on  the  Surface,  and 
nov/  and  then  a  few  Trees  or  rather  Shrubs;  But 
People  we  could  fee  none,  and  we  began  to  be  in 
^reat  Sufpenfe  about  Vi6luals;  for  v/e  had  not  killed 
a  Deer  a  great  while,  but  had  lived  chiefly  upon 
Fifh  and  Fowl  alway  by  the  Water  Side,  both  which 
feemed  to  fail  us  now ;  and  we  were  in  the  more 
Conflernation,  becaufe  we  could  not  lay  in  a  Stock 
here  to  proceed  upon,  as  we  did  before,  but  were 
obliged  to  fet  out  with  Scarcity,  and  without  any 
Certainty  of  a  Supply. 

We  had  however  no  Remedy  but  Patience ;  and 

having  killed  fome  Fowls,  and  dried  fome  Fifh,  as 
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much  as  with  fhort  Allowance  we  reckoned  would 
laft  us  five  Days,  we  refolved  to  venture,  and  venture 
we  did ;  nor  was  it  without  Caufe  that  we  were  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  Danger,  for  we  travelled  the  five 
J)aySj  and  met  neither  with  Fifh,  or  Fowl,  or  four- 
footed  Beaft  whofe  Flefh  was  fit  to  eat;  and  we  were 
in  a  moll  dreadful  Apprehenfion  of  being  famifhed 
to  Death;  on  the  fixth  Day  we  almoll  failed,  or,  as 
xve  may  fay,  we  eat  up  all  the  Scraps  of  what  we 
had  left,  and  at  Night  lay  down  fupperlefs  upon 
our  Matts  with  heavy  Hearts,  being  obliged  the 
eighth  Day  to  kill  one  of  our  poor  faithful  Ser- 
vants, the  Buffloes,  that  carry'd  our  Baggage  j  the 
Flelh  of  tliis  Creature  was  very  good,  and  fo  fparing- 
iy-did  we  eat  of  it,  that  it  lalled  us  all  three  Days 
and  a  half,  and  was  jull  fpent ;  and  we  were  upon 
the  point  of  killing  another,  when  we  faW  before  us 
a  Country  that  promifed  better,  having  high  Trees 
and  a  large  River  in  the  middle  of  it. 

This  encouraged  us,  and  we  quickened  our 
March  for  the  River  Side,  tho'  with  empty  Sto- 
Tnachs,  and  very  faint  and  weak;  but  before  we 
came  to  this  River  we  had  the  good  Hap  to  meet 
with  fome  young  D^er,  a  Thing  we  had  long  wifn- 
ed  for.  In  a  Word,  having  (hot  three  of  them,  we 
came  to  a  full  Stop  to  fill  our  Bellies,  and  never 
gave  the  Flelh  time  to  cool  before  we  eat  it ;  nay, 
'twas  much  we  could  flay  to  kill  it,  and  had  not  ea- 
ten it  alive,  for  we  were  in  Ihort  almoil  famillied. 

Through  all  that  unhofpitable  Country  we  faw 
continually  I.ions,  Tygers,  Leopards,  Civet  Cats, 
and  abundance  of  Kinds  of  Creatures  that  we  did 
not  underiland;  we  faw  no  Elephants,  but  every 
now  and  then  we  met  with  an  Elephant's  Tooth  ly- 
ing on  the  Ground,  and  fome  of  them  lying,  as  it 
were,  half  buried  by  the  I^ength  of  Time  that  they 
had  lain  there. 

When 
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When  we  came  to  the  Shore  of  this  River,  we 
found  it  run  Northerly  Itill,  as  all  the  reft  had  done, 
but  with  this  Difference,  that  as  the  Courle  of  the 
other  Rivers  were  N.  bv  E.  or  N.  N.  E.  the  Courfe 
ofthislay  N.  N.  W. 

On  the  farther  Bank  of  this  River  we  faw  fome 
Sign  of  Inhabitants,  but  met  with  none  for  the  iirft. 
Day ;  but  the  next  Day  we  came  into  an  Inhabited 
Country,  the  People  all  Negroes,  and  ftark  naked,  • 
without  Shame,  both  Men  and  Women. 

We  made  Signs  of  Friendfhip  to  them,  and  found 
them  a  very  frank,  civil,  and  friendly  fort  of  People 
They  came  to  our  Negroes  without  any  Sufpicion* 
nor  did  they  give  us  any  Reafon  to  fufpeft  them  Qr- 
any  Villainy,  as  the  others  had  done ;  we  made  Sign 
to  them  that  we  were  hungry,  and  immediately  fom^ 
raked  Women  ran  and  fetched  us  great  Quantities  o^ 
Roots,  and  of  Things  like  Pumpkins,  which  we^ 
made  no  Scruple  to  eat ;  and  our  Artificer  fhewed 
them  fome  of  his  Trinkets  that  he  had  made,  fome 
of  Iron,  fome  of  Silver,  but  none  of  Gold :  They 
had  fo  much  Judgment  to  chufe  that  of  Silver  before 
the  Iron,  but  when  we  fhewed  them  fome  Gold,  we 
ibund  they  did  not  value  it  fo  much  as  either  of  the 
other. 

For  fome  of  thefe  Things  they  brought  us  more 
Provifions,  and  three  living  Creatures  as  big  as  Calves, 
but  not  of  that  Kind  ,  neither  did  we  ever  fee  any  of 
them  before ;  their  Flefh  was  very  good ;  and  after 
that  they  brought  us  twelve  more,  and  fome  fmaller 
Creatures,  like  Hares ;  all  which  were  very  welcome 
to  us  who  were  indeed  at  a  very  great  Lofs  for  Pro- 
vifions. 

We  grew  very  intimate  with  thefe  People,  and  in-' 

deed  they  were  the  civilleft  and  moit  friendly  People 

that  v.e  met  with  at  all,  and  mightily  pleafed  with. 

us ;  and  which  was  very  particular,  they  were  much 
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ca/ier  to  be  made  to  underlland  our  Meaning,  than 
any  we  had  nnet  with  before. 

At  laft,  we  began  to  enquire  our  Way,  pointing 
to  the  Weft,  they  made  us  underftand  eafily  that  we 
could  not  go  that  Way,  but  they  pointed  to  us,  that 
ive  might  go  North-Weft,  fo  that  we  prefently  un- 
derrtood  that  there  was  another  Lake  in  our  Way, 
which  proved  to  be  true  ;  for  in  two  Days  more  we 
faw  it  plain,  and  it  held  us  till  we  paft  the  Equinoc- 
tial Line,  lying  all  the  Way  on  our  left  Hand,  tho' 
at  a  great  Diftance. 

Travelling  thus  Northward,  our  Gunner  fccmed 
very  anxious  about  our  Proceedings  j  for  he  affured 
us,  and  made  me  fenfible  of  it,  by  the  Maps,  which 
he  had  been  teaching  me  out  of,  tliat  when  we  came 
into  the  Latitude  of  fix  Degrees,  or  thereabouts, 
North  of  the  Line,  the  Land  trended  away  to  the 
Weft,  to  fuch  a  Length,  that  we  ftiould  not  come  at 
the  Sea  under  a  March  of  above  1 500  Miles  farther 
Weftward  than  the  Country  we  defired  to  go  to.  I 
afked  him  if  there  were  no  Navigable  Rivers  that  we 
might  meat  with,  which  running  into  the  Weft  O- 
cean,  might  perhaps  carry  us  down  their  Stream, 
and  then  if  it  were  1 500  Miles,  or  twice  1 500  Miles,. 
we  might  do  well  enough,  if  we  could  but  get  Pro- 
vifions. 

Here  he  ftiewed  me  the  Maps  again,  and  that 
there  appeared  no  Biver  whofe  Stream  v/as  of 
fuch  a  Length  as  to  do  any  Kindnefs,  till  we  came 
perhaps  within  2  or  300  Miles  of  the  Shore,  except 
the  Rio  Grande^  as  they  call  it,  which  lay  farther 
Northward  from  us,  at  leaft  700  Miles;  and  that 
then  he  knew  not  what  kind  of  Country  it  might 
carry  us  through ;  for  he  faid  it  was  his  Opinion, 
that  the  Heats  on  the  North  of  the  Line,  even  in  the 
fame  Latitude,  were  violent,  and  the  Country  more 
defolate,  barren,  and  barbarous  than  thofe  of  the 
South ;  and  that  when  we  came  among  the  Negroes 

in 
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in  the  North  Part  of  Jfrica,  next  the  Sea,  efpecially 
thofe  who  had  feen  and  trafficked  with  the  Europeans^ 
fuch  as  Dutch,  Englijh,  Portiigucfe,  Spaiiiards,  &C. 
that  they  had  molt  of  them  been  fo  ill  ufed  at  fome 
time  or  other,  tliat  they  would  certainly  put  all  the 
Spight  they  could  upon  us  in  meer  Revenge. 

Upon  thefe  Confiderations,  he  advifed  us,  that  as 
foon  as  we  liad  pafled  this  Lake,  we  fhould  proceed 
\V.  S.  W.  that  is  to  fay,  a  little  inclining  to  the 
South,  and  that  in  Time  we  fhould  meet  with  the 
great  River  Congo,  from  whence  the  Coaft  is  called 
Congo,  being  a  little  North  of  Angola^  where  we  in- 
tended at  Hrft  to  go. 

1  afived  Iiim,  if  ever  he  had  been  on  the  Coaft  of 
Conge ;  he  faid  }es  he  had,  but  was  never  on  Shore 
there  :  Then  I  afked  him,  how  we  fhould  get  from 
thence  to  the  Coaft  where  the  European  Ships  came^^ 
feeing  if  the  Land  trended  away  Weil  for  1 500  Miles,. 
we  muft  have  all  that  Shore  to  traverfe,  before  we 
could  double  the  Weil  Point  of  it. 

He  told  me,  it  was  ten  to  one  but  we  fhould  hear 
of  fome  European  Ships  to  take  us  in,  for  that  they 
often  viiited  the  Coaft  of  Congo  and  Angola,  in  Trade 
Vv  ith  the  Negroes ;  and  that  if  we  could  not,  yet,  if 
we  could  but  find  Provifions,  we  fhould  make  our 
Way  as  well  along  the  Sea-  Shore,  as  along  the  River, 
till  we  came  to  the  Gold  Coaft,  which  he  faid  was 
not  above  4  or  500  Aiiles  North  of  Congo,  befides 
the  turning  of  the  Coaft  Weft  about  300  more;  that 
Shore  being  in  the  Latitude  of  fix  or  feven  Degrees, 
and  that  there  the  EjigUJh,  or  Dutch,  or  French,  had 
Settlements  or  Fadlories,  perhaps  all  of  them. 

I  confefs,  I  had  more  Mind  all  the  while  he  argu- 
ed, to  have  gone  Northward,  and  Shipt  our  felves 
in  the  Rio  Grand,  or  as  the  Traders  call  it,  the  Ri- 
ver Negro  or  Niger,  for  I  knew  that  at  laft  it  would 
bring  us  down  to  the  Cape  de  Verdy  where  we  were 
fure  of  Relief;  w^hereas  at  the  Coaft  we  were  going 
F  4  to 
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to  now,  we  had  a  prodigious  Way  Ilill  to  go,  either 
by  Sea  or  Land,  and  no  Certainty  which  way  to  get 
Provifions  but  by  Force ;  but  for  the  prefcnt  I  held 
my  Tongue,  becaufe  it  was  my  Tutor's  Opinion. 

But  when,  according  to  his  Defire,  we  came  to 
turn  Southward,  having  pafled  beyond  the  fecond 
great  Lake,  our  Men  began  all  to  be  uneafy,  and 
iaid,  we  were  now  out  of  our  Way  for  certain,  for 
that  we  were  going  farther  from  home,  and  that  we 
were  indeed  far  enough  off  already. 

But  we  had  not  marched  above  twelve  Days  more, 
eight  whereof  was  taken  up  in  rounding  the  Lake, 
and  four  more  Southwell,  in  order  to  make  for  the 
River  Congo^  but  we  were  put  to  another  full  Stop, 
by  entring  a  Country  fo  defokte,  fo  frightful,  and 
fo  wild,  that  v-^e  knew  not  what  to  think  or  do;  for 
befides  that  it  appeared  as  a  terrible  and  boundlefs 
Defart,  having  neither  Woods,  Trees,  Rivers,  or 
Inhabitants ;  fo  even  the  Place  where  we  were,  was 
.defolate  of  Inhabitants,  nor  had  we  any  Way  to  ga- 
ther in  a  Stock  of  Provifions  for  the  palTing  this  De- 
fart,  as  we  did  before  at  our  entring  the  firft,  unlefs 
we  had  marched  back  four  Days  to  the  Place  where 
we  turned  the  Head  of  the  Lake. 

V/ell,  notwithllanding  this  we  ventured,  for  to 
Men  that  had  pafTed  fuch  v^ild  Places  as  we  had 
done,  nothing  could  feem  too  defperate  to  undertake : 
We  ventured  I  fay,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  we  faw 
very  high  Mountains  in  our  way  at  a  great  Diftanee, 
and  we  imagined,  wherever  there  was  Mountains, 
there  would  be  Springs  and  Rivers,  where  Rivers, 
there  would  be  Trees  and  Grafs,  where  Trees  and 
Grafs,  there  would  be  Cattle,  and  where  Cattle, 
fome  Kind  of  Inhabitants. 

At  lart,  in  Confequence  of  this  fpeculative  Philo- 
fophy,  we  entered  this  Waft,  having  a  great  Heap 
of  Roots  and  Plants  for  our  Bread,  fuch  as  the  Indians 

gave 
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gave  us,  a  very  little  Flefh,  or  Salt,  and  but  a  little 
Water. 

"V^'e  travelled  two  Days  towards  thofe  Hills,  and 
Hill  they  feemed  as  far  cfF  as  ihey  did  at  firft,  and  it 
v\  as  the  fifth  Day  before  we  got  to  them ;  indeed  we 
travelled  but  foftly,  for  it  was  exceffive  hot,  and  we 
were  much  about  the  very  EquimSiiallAne,  we  hard* 
ly  knew  whether  to  the  South  or  the  North  of  it. 

As  we  had  concluded  that,  where  there  were  Hills 
there  would  be  Springs,  fo  it  happened;  but  we  were 
not  only  furprized,  but  really  frighted,  to  find  the 
firil  Spring  we  came  to,  and  which  looked  admirably 
cleai  and  beautiful,  be  Salt  as  Brine :  It  was  a  terri  i 
ble  Difappointment  to  us,  and  put  us  under  melan- 
choly Apprehenfions  at  firft ;  but  the  Gunner  who 
was  of  a  Spirit  never  difcouraged,  told  us  Vv^e  fliould 
not  be  difturbed  at  that,  but  be  very  thankful,  for 
Salt  was  a  Bait  we  flood  in  as  much  Need  of  as  any 
thing,  and  there  Vv'as  no  QueiHon  but  we  Ihould  find 
frefh  Water  as  well  as  Salt ;  and  here  our  Surgeon 
fteps  in  to  encourage  us,  and  told  us,  that  if  we  did 
not  know,  he  would  flievv  us  a  Way  how  to  make 
that  fait  V/ater  frefh,  which  indeed  made  us  all  more 
chearful,  tho'  we  wondered  what  he  meant. 

?vlean  time  our  Men,  without  bidding,  had  been 
feeking  about  for  other  Springs,  and  found  feveral, 
but  ftill  they  were  all  Salt ;  from  whence  we  con- 
cluded, that  there  was  a  fait  Rock  or  Mineral  Stone 
in  thofe  Mountains,  and  perhaps  they  might  be  all  of 
fuch  a  Subftance :  But  itili  I  wondered  by  what 
Witchcraft  it  was  that  our  Artiil  the  Surgeon  would 
make  this  fait  Water  turn  frefli,  and  I  long'd  to  fee 
the  Experiment,  which  was  indeed  a  very  odd  one  > 
but  he  went  to  Work  with  as  much  Afllirance,  as  if 
he  had  try'd  it  on  the  very  Spot  before. 

He  took  two  of  our  large  Matts,  and  fow'd  them 

together,  and  they  made  a  kind  of  a  Bag  four  Foot 

F  5  broad. 
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broad,   three  Foot  and  a  Half  high,,  and  about  a 
Foot  and  a  Half  thick  when  it  was  full. 

He  caufed  us  to  fill  this  Bag  with  dry  Sand,  and 
tread  it  down  as  clofe  as  we  could,  not  to  burft  the 
Matts.     When  thus  the  Bag  was  full  within  a  Foot,, 
he  fought  fome  other  Earth,  and  filled  up  the  reft 
with  it,  and  ftill  trod   all  in  as  hard  as  he  could. 
When  he  liad  done,  he  made  a  Hole  in  the  upper 
Earth,  about  as  broad  as  the  Crown  of  a  large  Hat, 
or  fomething  bigger  about,  but  not  fo  deep,  and  bad 
a  Negroe  fill  it  with  Water,  and  ftiil  as  it  {hrunk  a- 
way,  to  fill  it  again,  and  keep  it  full.     The  Bag  he 
had  placed  at  firll  crofs  two  Pieces  of  Wood,  about 
a  Foot  from  the  Ground,  and  under  it  he  ordered 
Jbme  of  our  Skins  to  be  fpread,  that  would  hold  Wa- 
ter.    In  about  an  Hour,  and  not  fooner,  the  Water 
began  to  come  dropping  thro'  the  bottom  of  the  Bag, 
and  to  our  great  Surprize,  was  perfed  frelh  and  fweet ; 
and  this  continued  for  feveral  Hours:  But  in  the  End, 
the  Water  began  to  be  a  little  brackilh.     When  we 
told  him  that.  Well  then,  faidhe,  turn  the  Sand  out,, 
and  fill  it  again ;  whether  he  did  this  by  way  of  Ex- 
periment from  his  own  Fancy,  or  whether  he  had 
feen  it  done  before,  I  do  not  remember. 

The  next  Day  we  mounted  the  Tops  of  the  Hills, 
where  the  Profpeft  was  indeed  aftoniihing;  for  as  far 
as  the  Eye  could  look,  South,  or  Welt,  or  North- 
Weft,  there  was  nothing  to  be  fcen  but  a  vaft  howl- 
ing Wildernefs,  with  neither  Tree  or  Pviver^  or  any 
green  thing.  The  Surface  we  found,  as  the  Part  we 
pafTed  the  Day  before,  had  a  Idnd  of  thick  Mofs 
upon  it,  of  a  blackifh  dead  Colour,  but  nothing  in  it 
that  look'd  like  Food,  either  for  Man  cr  Beaft. 

Had  we  been  ftored  Vv'ith  Provificns  to  have  entred 
for  ten  or  twenty  Days  upon  this  V/ildernefs,  as  we 
were  formerly,  and  with  frefti  Water,  we  had  Hearts 
good  enough  to  have  ventured ;  tho'  we  had  been 
obliged  to  come  back  again  ;  for  if  we  Vvent  Norths 
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we  did  not  know  but  we  might  meet  with  the  fame  ; 
but  we  neither  had  Proviiions,  neither  were  we  in 
any  Place  where  it  was  polTible  to  get  them.  We 
killed  fome  wild  ferine  Creatures  at  the  Foot  of  thefe 
Hills ;  but  except  two  things  like  to  nothing  that  we 
ever  faw  before,  we  met  with  nothing  that  was  fit  to 
eat.  Thefe  were  Creatures  that  feemed  to  be  be- 
tween the  Kind  of  a  BuiHoe  and  a  Deer,  but  indeed 
refembled  neither ;  for  they  had  no  Horns,  and  had 
great  Legs  like  a  Cow,  with  a  fine  Head,  and  the 
Neck  like  a  Deer.  We  killed  alfo  at  feveral  times 
a  Tyger,  two  young  Lions,  and  a  Wolf,  but,  God 
be  thanked,  we  were  not  fo  reduced  as  to  eat  Car- 
rion. 

Upon  this  terrible  Profpefl  I  renew'd  my  Motion 
of  turning  Northward  and  making  towards  the  Ri-* 
ver  Niger,  or  Pao  Grand,  then  to  turn  Weft  to- 
wards the  EngUJh  Settlements  on  the  Gold  Coafl,  to 
which  every  one  moft  readily  confented,  only  our 
Gunner,  who  was  indeed  our  beft  Guide,  tho'  he 
happened  to  be  miflaken  at  this  time.  He  moved, 
that  as  our  Coafl:  was  710-03  Northward,  fo  we  might 
flant  away  North  Wefc,  that  fo  by  croifing  the  Coun- 
try, we  might  perhaps  meet  v/ith  fome  other  River 
that  run  into  the  Rio  Grand  Northward,  or  down  to 
the  Gold  Coaft  Southward,  and  fo  both  direft  our 
Way,  and  fhorten  the  Labour  j  as  alfo  becaufe  if 
any  of  the  Country  was  inhabited  and  fruitfiil  we 
fliould  probably  find  it  upon  the  Shore  of  the  Rivers 
where  alone  v/e  could  be  furnifhed  with  Provifions. 

This  was  good  Advice,  and  too  rational  not  to  be 
taken  ;  but  our  prefent  Bufmefs  was,  what  to  do  to 
get  out  of  this  dreadful  Place  we  were  in;  behind 
us  was  a  Wal>,  which  had  already  coft  us  five  Days 
March,  and  we  had  not  Provifions  for  fwe  Days 
left,  to  go  br.ck  again  the  fame  Way.  Before  us  was 
nothing  but  Horrour  as  above,  fowe  refolv'd,  fee^ 
ing  the  Kidge  of  the  Hills   we   were    upon  had 

fome 
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fome  Appearance  of  fruitfulnefs,  and  that  they  feemed 
to  lead  away  to  the  Northward  a  great  Way,  to 
keep  under  the  Foot  of  them  on  the  Eaft  Side,  to 
go  on  as  far  as  we  could,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
look  diligently  out  for  Food. 

Accordingly  we  m6vcd  on  the  next  Morning; 
for  we  had  no  time  to  lofe,  and  to  our  great  Com- 
fort we  came  in  our  firfl  Morning's  March  to  very 
food  Springs  of  frefh  Water ;  and  leaft  we  Ihould 
ave  a  Scarcity  again,  we  filled  all  our  Bladder  Bot- 
tles, and  carried  it  with  us.  I  Ihould  alfo  liave  ob- 
fen'ed,  that  our  Surgeon  who  made  the  fait  Water 
frefh  took  the  Opportunity  of  thofe  fait  Springs,  and 
made  us  the  Quantity  of  three  or  four  Fecks  of  very 
good  Salt. 

In  our  third  March  we  found  an  unexpefled  Sup- 
ply of  Feed,  the  Hills  beitig  full  of  Hares ;  they 
were  of  a  kind  fomething  diferent  from  oars  in  E?2g- 
land,  larger,  and  not  fo  fwift  of  Foot,  but  very 
good  A-leat.  We  (hot  feveral  of  them,  and  the  lit- 
tle tame  Leopard,  which  I  told  you  we  took  at  the 
Negroe  Town  that  v^e  plundered,  hunted  them  like 
a  Dcg,  and  killed  us  feveral  every  Day  ;  but  flie 
would  eat  nothing  of  them  unlefs  v/e  gave  it  her, 
which  indeed  in  our  own  Circumitance  was  very 
obliging.  We  falted  them  a  little,  and  dried  theni**' 
in  the  Sun  whole,  and  carrycd  a  lliange  Paicel  aioi-g 
with  us,  1  think  it  was  almoll  three  Hundred  ;  for 
we  did  not  know  when  we  might  find  any  more, 
either  of  thefe,  or  any  other  Food.  We  continued 
oar  Courfe  under  thefe  Fliils  Yi^ry  comfortably  eight 
or  nine  Days,  when  v/e  found  to  our  great  Satii^fac- 
tion  the  Country  beyond  us  began  to  look  with  fome- 
thirg  of  a  better  Countenance.  As  for  the  WcjI  Side 
of  tiie  Hills,  we  never  examined  it  till  this  Day, 
wJien  three  of  our  Company,  the  reil  halting  for  Re- 
frelhment,  mounted  the  Hills  again  to  fatisly  their 
Curioii^,  biit  found  it  all  the  fame  i  nor  could  they 

fee 
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fee  any  end  of  it,  no  not  to  the  North,  the  Way 
we  were  going ;  fo  the  tenth  Day  finding  the  Hills 
made  a  1  urn,  and  led  as  it  were  into  the  vail  De- 
fart,  we  left  them,  and  continued  our  Ccurfe  North  j 
the  Country  being  very  tolerably  full  of  Woods, 
fome  Waft,  but  not  tedioufly  long ;  till  we  came, 
by  our  Gunner*s  Obfervation,  into  the  Latitude  of  8 
Degrees,.  5  Minutes,  which  we  were  nineteen  Days 
more  a  performing. 

All  this  Way  we  found  no  Inhabitants,  Abun- 
dance of  wild  ravenous  Creatures,  with  whom  we 
became  fo  well  acquainted  now,  that  really  we  did 
not  much  mind  them.  We  faw  Lions  and  Tigers, 
and  Leopards  every  Night  and  Morning  in  Abun- 
dance; but  as  they  feldom  came  near  us,  v.e  let 
tiiem  go  about  their  Bufmefs  j  if  they  offer'd  to  come 
near  us,  we  made  falfe  Fire  with  any  Gun  that  was 
uncharged,  and  they  would  walk  off  as  foon  as  they 
faw  the  Flafh. 

We  made  pretty  good  Shift  for  Food  all  this  Way ; 
for  fometimes  we  killed  Hares,  fometimes  fome 
Fowls,  but  for  my  Life  I  cannot  give  Names  to  any 
cf  them,  except  a  kind  of  Partridge,  and  another 
tliat  was  like  our  Turtles.  Now  and  then  we  began 
to  meet  with  Elephants  again  in  great  Numbers, 
ahofe  Creatures  delighted  chiefly  in  the  weedy  Part 
of  th.t  Country. 

This  long  continued  March  fatigued  us  very  much, 
and  two  of  our  Men  fell  fck,  irjdc;ed  fo  very  fick, 
vve  thought  they  would  have  died  -,  and  one  of  our 
Negroes  died  iuddenly.  Our  Surgeon  faid  it  was  an 
Apoplexy,  but  he  ^.'jondercd  at  it^  he  faid,  for  he 
could  ne\  er  complain  of  his  high  Feeding.  Another 
of  them  was  very  ill,  but  our  S'jrgeon  with  much  a- 
do  perfwading  him,  indeed  it  was  almoil;  forcing 
him,  to  be  kt  Blood,  he  recover'd. 

We  halted  here  twelve  Days  for  the  fake  of  our 
fick  Men,  and  our  S'lrgeon  pcrfwaded  me,  and- three 

or 
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or  four  more  of  us,  to  be  let  Blood  during  the  time 
of  Rcrt,  which  with  other  things  he  gave  us,  con- 
tributed very  much  to  our  continued  Health,  in  fo 
tedious  a  March,  and  in  fo  hot  a  Climate. 

In  this  March  we  pitched  our  matted  Tents  every 
Night,  and  they  were  very  comfortable  to  us,  the* 
we  had  Trees  and  Woods  to  flielter  us  alfo  in  moft 
Places.  We  thought  it  very  rtrange,  that  in  all  this 
Part  of  the  Country  we  yet  met  with  no  Inhabi- 
tants ;  but  the  principal  Reafon  as  we  found  after- 
wards was,  that  we  having  kept  a  Weftern  Courfe 
firft,  and  then  a  Northern  Courfe,  were  gotten  too 
much  into  the  Middle  of  the  Country,  and  among 
the  Defarts :  Whereas  the  Inhabitants  are  principal- 
ly found  among  the  Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Low-Lands, 
as  well  to  the  South  Wefl  as  to  the  North. 

What  little  Rivulets  we  found  here,  were  fo  emp- 
ty of  Water,  tlxat  except  fome  Pits,  and  little  more 
than  ordinary  Pools,  there  was  fcarce  any  Water 
to  be  feen  in  them  ;  and  they  rather  ihewed,  that 
during  the  Rainy  Months  they  had  a  Channel,  than 
that  they  had  really  any  running  Water  in  them  at 
that  time  :  By  which  it  was  t'A{Y  for  us  to  judge, 
that  we  had  a  great  Way  to  go  ;  but  this  was  no 
Difcouragement  fo  long  as  we  had  but  ProvifxOns, 
and  fome  reafonable  Shelter  from  the  violent  Heat, 
which  indeed  I  thought  was  greater  now,  than 
when  the  Sun  was  juft  over  cur  Heads. 

Our  Men  being  recovered,  we  fet  forward  again, 
very  well  ftored  with  Provifions  and  Water  fufficienr, 
and  bending  our  Courfe  a  little  to  the  Weilward  of 
the  North,  travelled  in  Hopes  of  fome  favourable 
Stream  which  might  bear  a  Canoe ;  but  we  found 
none  till  after  tv/enty  Days  Travel,  including  eight 
Days  Reft,  foi"  our  Men  being  v/eak  we  relied  very 
often  ;  efpecially  when  we  came  to  Places  v/hich 
were  proper  for  our  Purpofes ;  v/here  we  found  Cat- 
tle, Fowl,  or  any  thing  to  kill  for  Food.      In  thofe 

twenty 
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twenty  Days  March,  we  advanced  four  Degrees  to 
the  Northward,  befides  fome  Meridian  Diftance  Wefl- 
ward,  and  we   met  with   Abundance  of  Elephants 
Teeth  fcatter'd  up  and  down,  here  and  there,   in  the 
Woody  Grounds  efpecially,    fome  of   which  were 
very  large.     But   they   were  no  Booty  to  us ;    our 
Bufmefs  was  Provifions,  and  a  good  Paffage  out  of 
the  Country ;  and  it  had  been  much  more  to  our 
Purpofe,    to  have  found  a  good  fat  Deer,    and  to 
have  killed  it  for  our  Food,  than  a  hundred  Ton  of 
Elephants  Teeth ;  and  yet  as  you  fhall  prefently  hear, 
when  we  came  to  begin  our  Paffage  by  Water,  we 
once  thought  to  have  built  a  large  Canoe  on  pur- 
pose to  have  loaded  with  Ivory,  but  this  was  when 
we  knew  nothing  of  the  Rivers,  nor  knew  any  thing 
how  dangerous, and  how  diiRcult  a  Pafl^ige  it  was  that 
we  were  like  to  have  in  them,    nor  had  coniidered 
the  Weight  of  Carriage  to  lug  them  to  the  Rivers 
vvhere  v/e  might  Embark. 

At  the  End  of  twenty  Days  Travel,  as  above,  in 
the  Latitude  of  three  Degrees,  fixteen  Minutes  we 
difcovered  in  a  Valley,  at  fome  Diftance  from  us,  a 
pretty  tolerable  Stream,  which  we  thought  deferv^d 
the  Name  cfa  River,  and  which  run  its  Courfe  N. 
N.  V/.  which  was  jult  v/hat  we  wanted.  As  vve 
had  fixt  our  Thoughts  upon  our  Paffage  by  Water, 
we  took  this  for  the  Place  to  make  our  Experiment, 
and  bent  cur  March  dire£lly  to  the  Valley. 

There  was  a  fmall  Thicket  of  Trees  juft  in  our 
Way,  which  we  went  by,  thinking  no  harm,  when 
on  a  fjdden  one  of  our  Negroes  was  very  dangerouf- 
iy  wounded  with  an  Arrovv',  ihot  into  his  Back  Hant- 
ing  between  his  Shoulders.  This  put  us  to  a  full 
Stop,  and  three  of  our  Men  with  two  Negroes 
fpreadliig  the  V/ood,  for  it  was  but  a  fmail  one, 
found  a  Negro  with  a  Bow,  but  no  Arrow,  who 
would  have  efcapcd  ;  but  our  Men  that  difcovered 
hini;.  ihot  him  in  Revenge  of  the  Mifchief  he  had 

done  : 
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done;  fo  we  loll  the  Opportunity  of  taking  him  Pii- 
foner,  wliich  if  we  had  done,  and  fent  him  home 
with  good  Ufage,  it  might  have  brought  others  to 
us  in  a  friendly  Manner. 

Going  a  little  farther,  we  came  to  five  Negro 
Hutts  or  Houfes,  built  after  a  differing  Manner  from 
any  we  had  feen  yet ;  and  at  the  Door  of  one  of 
them,  lay  feven  Elephants  Teeth  piled  up  againil  the 
Wall  or  Side  of  the  Hutt,  as  if  they  had  been  pro- 
vided againil  a  Market :  Here  were  no  Men,  but 
feven  or  eight  Women,  and  near  twenty  Children  : 
We  offered  them  no  Uncivility  of  any  kind,  but 
gave  them  every  one  a  Bit  of  Silver  beaten  out  thin, 
as  I  obferved  before,  and  cut  Diamond  fafliion,  or  in 
the  Shape  of  a  Bird  ;  at  which  the  Women  were  o- 
ver-joy'd  and  brought  out  to  us  feveral  Sorts  of  Food, 
which  we  did  not  underlland,  being  Cakes  of  a  Meal 
made  of  Roots,  which  they  bake  in  the  Sun,  and 
which  eat  very  well.  We  went  a  little  Way  farther, 
and  pitched  our  Camp  for  that  Night,  not  doubt- 
ing but  our  Civility  to  the  Women  would  produce 
fome  good  EfFedl,  when  their  Kufbands  might  come 
Home. 

Accordir)gl}',  the  next  Morning,  the  Women, 
with  eleven  Men,  five  young  Boys,  and  two  good, 
big  Girls,  came  to  our  Camp ;  before  they  came 
quite  to  us,  the  Women  called  aloud,  and  made  an 
odd  fcreeking  Noife,  to  bring  us  out,  and  accord- 
ingly we  came  out,  when  tv.o  of  the  Women,  {View- 
ing us  what  we  had  given  them,  and  pointing  to  the 
Company  behind,  made  fuch  Signs  as  \\q  could  eafi- 
\y  underiland  fignif.ed  Friendfhip.  When  the  Men 
advanced,  having  Eows  and  Arrows,  they  laid  them 
down  on  the  Ground,  fcraped,  and  threw  Sand  over 
their  Pleads,  and  turned  round  three  times  with  their 
Hands  laid  up  upon  the  Tops  of  their  Heads.  This 
it  feems,  was  a  ibiemn  \cw  of  Friendfhip.  Upon 
this  we  beckon'd  them  with  our  Hands  to  come 

nearer ; 
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nearer ;  then  they  Tent  the  Boys  and  Girls  to  us  firll, 
which,  it  feems  was  to  bring  us  more  Cakes  of  Bread, 
and  fome  green  Herbs,  to  eat,  which  we  received, 
and  took  the  Boys  up  and  kilTed  them,  and  tlie  lit- 
tle Girls  too ;  then  the  Men  came  up  cloie  to  us,  and 
fat  them  down  on  the  Ground,  making  Signs,  that 
we  fhould  fit  down  by  them,  which  we  did.  They 
faid  much  to  one  another,  but  we  could  not  under- 
ftand  them,  nor  could  we  find  any  way  to  make 
them  underftand  us ;  much  lefs  whither  we  were  go- 
ing, or  what  we  wanted,  only  that  we  eafily  made 
them  underftand  we  wanted  Viftuals ;  whereupon 
one  of  the  Men  calling  his  Eyes  about  him  towards  a 
rifmg  Ground  that  was  about  half  a  Mile  off,  ftarts 
up  as  if  he  was  frighted,  flies  to  the  Place  where  they 
had  laid  down  their  Bows  and  Arrows,  fnatches  up 
a  Bow  and  two  Arrows,  and  run  like  a  race  Horfe 
to  the  Place;  When  he  came  there,  he  let  fly  both 
his  Arrows,  and  comes  back  again  to  us  with  the- 
fame  Speed  j  we  feeing  he  came  with  the  Bow,  but 
without  the  Arrows,  were  the  more  inquifltive,  but 
the  Fellow  faying  nothing  to  us,  beckons  to  one  of 
our  Negroes  to  come  to  him,  and  we  bid  him  go  ; 
fo  he  led  him  back  to  the  Place,  where  lay  a  kind 
of  a  Deer,  (hot  with  two  Arrows,  but  not  quite  dead ; 
and,  between  them,  they  brought  it  down  to  us. 
This  was  for  a  Gift  to  us,  and  was  very  welcome,  I 
afllire  you,  for  our  Stock  was  low.  Thefe  People 
were  all  ftark  naked. 

The  next  Day  there  came  about  a  Hundred  Men 
to  us,  and  Women,  making  the  fame  aukward  Sio"- 
nals  of  Friendfliip  ;  and  dancing  and  fliewing  them- 
felves  very  well  pleafed,  and  any  thing  they  had  they 
gave  us.  How  the  Man  in  the  Wood  came  to  be  fo 
butcherly  and  rude,  as  to  flioot  at  our  Men,  without 
making  any  Breach  firft,  we  could  not  imagine;  for 
the  People  were  Ample,  plain,  and  inoftenfive,  in 
all  our  other  Converfation  with  them. 

From 
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From  hence  we  went  down  tlie  Bank  of  the  h'ttk 
River  1  mentioned,  and  where  1  found  we  fhould  fee 
whole  Nations  of  Negroes,  but  whether  friendly  to 
us,  or  not,  that  we  couM  make  no  Judgment  of  yet. 

The  River  was  of  no  Ufe  to  us,  as  to  the  Deiign 
of  making  Canoes,  a  great  while,  and  we  traverled 
the  Country,  on  the  Edge  of  it  about  live  Days  more, 
when  our  Carpenters  finding  the  Stream  cncreafe, 
propofed  to  pitch  our  Tents,  and  fall  to  work  to 
make  Canoes ;  but  after  we  had  begun  the  Work^ 
and  cut  down  two  or  three  Trees,  and  fpent  five 
Days  in  the  Labour,  ibme  of  our  Men  wandring 
further  down  the  River,  brought  us  Word,  that  the 
Stream  rather  decreafed  than  cncreafed,  fmking  away 
into  the  Sands,  or  drying  up  by  the  Heat  of  the  Sun ; 
fo  that  the  River  appeared  not  able  to  carry  the  leaifc 
Canoe,  that  could  be  any  v/ay  ufeful  to  us,  fo  we 
were  obliged  to  give  over  our  Enterprize,  and  move 
on. 

In  our  further  Profpeft  this  Way,  we  march'd 
three  Days  full  Wefl,the  Country  on  the  North  Side, 
being  extraordinary  mountainous,  and  more  parched 
and  dry  than  any  we  had  feen  yet ;  whereas,  in  the 
Part  which  looks  due  Weft,  we  found  a  pleafant 
Valley,  running  a  great  way  between  two  great 
Ridges  of  Mountains :  The  Hills  look'd  frightful^ 
being  entirely  bare  of  Trees  or  Grafs,  and  even  white 
with  the  Drinefs  of  the  Sand  ,*  but  in  the  Valley  we 
had  Trees,  Grafs,  and  fome  Creatures  that  were  fit 
for  Food,  and  fome  Inhabitants. 

We  paft  by  fome  of  their  Hutts  or  Houfes,  and 
faw  People  about  them,  but  they  run  up  into  the 
Hills  as  foon  as  they  faw  us;  at  the  End  of  this  Val- 
ley we  met  with  a  peopled  Country,  and  at  firft  it 
put  us  to  fome  doubt,  whether  we  fhould  go  among 
them,  or  keep  up  towards  the  Kills  Northerly ;  and 
as  our  Aim  was  principally,  as  before,  to  make  our 
Way  to  the  River  Niger,  we  inclined  to  the  latter^ 

purfuing 
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piirfuing  our  Courfe  by  the  Compafs  to  the  N.  W» 
We  march'd  thus  without  Interruption  feven  Days 
more,  when  we  met  with  a  furprizing  Circumftance, 
much  more  defolate  and  difconlblate  than  our  own, 
and,  which,  in  time  to  come,  will  fcarce  feem  cre- 
dible. 

We  did  not  much  feek  the  converfing,  or  ac- 
quainting our  felves  with  the  Natives  of  the  Country, 
except  where  we  found  the  Want  of  them  for  our 
Provifion,  or  their  Dire^'^ion  for  our  Way ;  fo  that 
whereas  w^e  found  the  Country  here  begin  to  be  very 
populous,  efpecially  towards  our  left  Hand,  that  is, 
to  the  South,  we  kept  at  tlie  more  Diftance  Norther- 
ly, ftill  flretching  towards  the  Welt. 

In  this  Trad  we  feund  fomething  or  other  to  kill 
and  eat,  which  always  fupplied  our  Neceflity,  the* 
not  fo  well  as  we  were  provided  m  our  iirli  fetting 
out;  being  thus,  as  it  were,  puming  to  avoid  the 
peopled  Country,  we  at  laft  came  to  a  very  pleafant, 
agreeable  Stream  of  Water,  not  big  enough  to  be 
called  a  River,  kit  running  to  the  N.  N.  W.  whiek 
was  the  very  Courfe  we  defired  to  go. 

On  the  fartheft  Bank  of  this  Brook  we  perceiv'd 
fome  Hutts  of  Negroes,  not  many,  and  in  a  little  low 
Spot  of  Ground  fome  Maife  or  Indian  Corn  growing,, 
which  intim.ated  prefently  to  us  ,  tliat  there  were  fome 
Inhabitants  on  that  Side,  leis  barbarous  than  what  we 
had  met  with  in  other  Places  where  v/e  had  been. 

As  we  went  forward  our  whole  Carravan  being  in 
a  Body,  our  Negroes,  who  were  in  the  Front,  cry*d 
cut,  that  they  faw  a  White  Man;  we  were  not  much 
furprized  at  firil:,  it  being,  as  we  thought,  a  Miftake 
of  the  Fellows,  and  aflced  them  what  they  meant ; 
when  one  of  them  ftept  to  me,  and  pointing  to  a 
Hutt  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Hill,  I  was  aftonilhed 
to  fee  a  White  Alan  indeed,  bat  ftark  naked,  very 
bufy  near  the  Door  of  his  Hutt,  and  {looping  down 
to  the  Ground  with  fomething  in  his  Hand,  as  if  he 

had 


14-0         'The  Adventures  of 

had  been  at  feme  Work,  and  his  Back  being  towards 
us,  he  did  not  fee  us. 

I  gave  Notice  to  our  Negroes  to  make  no  Noife, 
and  v\  aited  till  fome  more  of  our  Men  were  come  up, 
to  Ihew  the  Sight  to  them,  that  they  might  be  fure  I 
was  not  mii^aken,  and  we  were  foon  fati.^fied  of  the 
Truth;  for  the  iMan  having  heard  fome  Noife,  ftart- 
ed  up,  and  looked  full  at  us,  as  much  furpriz,ed,  to 
be  fu  re,  as  we  were,  but  whether  with  Fear  or  Hope, 
we  then  knew  not. 

As  he  difcovered  us,  fo  did  the  reft  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants belonging  to  the  Kutts  about  him,  and  all 
crouded  together,  looking  at  us  at  a  Diftance :  A  iit^ 
tie  Bottom,  in  v/hich  the  Brook  ran,  lying  between 
us,  the  white  Man,  and  all  the  reft,  as  he  told  us 
afterwards,  not  knowing  well  whether  they  fhould 
Itay,  or  run  away  :  However,  it  prefently  came  into 
my  Thouglits,  that  if  there  were  white  Men  among 
them,  it  would  be  much  eafier  for  us  to  make  them 
underftand  what  we  meant,  as  to  Peace  or  War,  than^ 
we  found  it  with  others ;  fo  tying  a  Piece  of  white 
Rag  to  the  End  of  a  Stick,  we  fent  two  Negroes  with 
it  to  the  Bank  of  the  Water,  carrying  the  Pole  up  as 
high  as  they  could  ;  it  was  prefently  underftood,  and 
two  of  their  Men,  and  the  white  Man,  came  to  the 
Shore  on  the  other  Side. 

However,  as  the  white  Man  fpoke  no  Portuguefe^ 
they  could  underftand  nothing  of  one  another,  but 
by  Signs ;  but  our  Men  made  the  white  Man  under- 
ftand, that  they  had  v.'hite  Men  with  them  too,  at 
which  they  faid  the  white  Man  laught.  However, 
to  be  fhort,  our  Men  came  back,  and  told  us  they 
were  all  good  Friends,  and  in  about  an  Hour  four  of 
cur  iMen,  two  Negroes,  and  the  Black  Prince  went 
to  the  River  Side,  where  the  white  Man  came  to 
them. 

They  had  not  been  half  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour, 
but  a  Negro  came  running  to  me,    and  told  me  the 
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white  Man  was  Inglefe,  as  he  called  himi  upon 
which  I  run  back,  eagerly  enough  you  may  be  fure 
with  him,  and  found  as  he  faid,  that  he  was  an  Eng- 
lij7?man ;  upon  which  he  embraced  me  very  paffio- 
nately,  the  Tears  running  down  his  Face,  The  iirft 
Surprize  of  his  feeing  us  Was  over  before  we  came, 
but  any  one  may  conceive  of  it,  by  the  brief  Account 
he  gave  us  afterwards  of  his  very  unhappy  Circum- 
ilance  ;  and  of  fo  unexpetfled  a  Deliverance,  fuch  as 
perhaps  never  happened  to  any  Man  in  the  World ; 
for  it  was  a  Million  to  one  odds,  that  ever  he  could 
have  been  relieved  ;  nothing  but  an  Adventure  that 
never  was  heard  or  read  of  before,  could  have  fuited 
his  Cafe,  unlefs  Heaven  by  fome  Miracle  that  nCv'er 
was  to  be  expedled,  had  ailed  for  him. 

He  appeared  to  be  a  Gentleman,  not  an  ordinary 
bred  Fellow,  Seaman,  or  labouring  Man ;  this 
Ihewed  itfelf  in  his  Behaviour,  in  the  firft  Moment  of 
our  converfmg  with  him,  and  in  fpight  of  all  the 
Difadvantages  of  his  miferable  Circumllance. 

He  was  a  Middle  aged  Man,  not  above  37  or  38, 
tho'  his  Beard  was  grown  exceeding  long,  and  the 
Hair  of  his  Head  and  Face  ftrangely  covered  him  to 
the  middle  of  his  Back  and  Breaft,  he  was  white, 
and  his  Skin  very  fine,  tho'  difcoloured,  and  in  fome 
Places  bliilered  and  covered  with  a  brown  blackifh 
Subftance,  fcurfy,  fcaly,  and  hard,  which  was  the 
EfFeft  of  the  fcorching  Heat  of  the  Sun  ;  he  was  ftark 
naked,  and  h^d  been  fo,  as  he  told  us,  upwards  of 
two  Years.  • 

He  was  fo  exceedingly  tranfported  at  cur  meeting 
with  him,  that  he  could  fcarce  enter  into  any  Dif- 
courfe  at  all  with  us  for  that  Day,  and  v/hen  he 
could  getaway  from  us  for  a  little,  we  faw  him  wal- 
king alone,  and  lliewing  all  the  molt  extravagant 
Tokens  of  an  ungovernable  Joy  ;  and  even  afterwards 
he  ^vas  never  without  Tears  iu  his  Eyes  for  feveral 
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Days,  upon  the  leaft  Word  fpoken  by  us  of  his  Cir- 
cumftarccs,  or  by  him  of  his  Deliverance. 

We  found  his  Behaviour  the  moll  courteous  and 
-endearing  I  ever  favv  in  any  Man  whatever,  and  moil 
evident  Tokens  of  a  mannerly  well-bred  Perfon,  ap- 
peared in  all  Things  he  did  orfaid;  and  our  People 
were  exceedingly  taken  with  him.  He  was  a  Scho- 
lar, and  a  Mathematician  ;  he  could  not  fpeak  Por- 
tugiiefe  indeed,  but  he  fpoke  Latin  to  our  Surgeon, 
French  to  another  of  our  Men,  and  Italian  Xq  a  third. 

He  had  no  Leifure  in  his  Thoughts  to  a{k  us 
whence  we  came,  whither  we  were  going,  or  who 
we  were ;  but  would  ha\e  it  always  as  an  Anfwer  to 
himfelf,  that  to  be  fure  wherever  we  were  a  going, 
we  came  from  Heaven,  and  v/ere  fent  on  Purpofe  to 
iave  him  from  the  molt  wretched  Condition  that  ever 
Man  was  reduced  to. 

Our  Men  pitching  their  Camp  on  the  Bank  of  a 
little  River  oppofite  to  him,  he  began  to  enquire  what 
Store  of  Proviiion  we  had,  and  how  we  propofed  to 
be  fupplied ;  when  he  found  that  our  Store  was  but 
fmall,  hefaid  he  would  talk  with  the  Natives,  and 
we  fhould  have  Proviiions  enough  ;  for  he  faid  they 
were  the  mofl  courteous,  good  natured  Part  of  the 
Inhabitants  in  all  that  Part  of  the  Country,  as,  we 
might  fuppofe  by  his  living  fofafe  among  them. 

The  firll  Things  this  Gentleman  did  for  us  were  in- 
deed of  the  greateil  Confequence  to  us ;  for  f  rfr  he 
perfectly  informed  us  where  we  Vvere,  and  which 
was  the  propereft  Courfe  for  us  to  lleer  :  Secondly, 
lie  put  us  in  a  Way  how  to  fumifh  ourfelves  effec- 
tually witii  Provilions  j  and  Thirdly,  he  wa.s  our 
•compleat  Interpreter  and  Peace-Maker  vv^ith  all  the 
Natives,  who  now  began  to  be  very  numerous  about 
us ;  and  who  v/ere  a  mere  fierce  and  politick  People 
than  thofe  we  had  met  with  before  ;  not  fo  edily  ter- 
rified with  our  Arms  as  thofe,  and  not  fo  ignor3.nt, 
as  to  ^ive  their  Provifions  and  Com  for  our  little 
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Toys,  fuch  as  I  faid  before  our  Artificer  made  ;  but 
as  they  had  frequently  traded  and  converfed  with  the 
Europeans  on  the  Coaft,  or  with  other  Negro  Na- 
tions that  had  traded  and  been  concerned  with  them, 
they  were  the  lefs  ignorant,  and  the  lefs  fearful,  and 
confequently  nothing  was  to  be  had  from  them  but 
by  Exchange  for  fuch  Things  as  they  liked. 

This  I  fay  of  the  Negro  Natives,  which  we  foon 
came  among ;  but  as  to  thefe  poor  People  that  he  liv'd 
among,  they  were  not  much  acquainted  with  Things, 
being  at  the  Diftance  of  above  300  Miles  from  the 
Coaft,  only  that  they  found  Elephants  Teeth  upon 
the  Hills  to  the  North,  which  they  took  and  carried 
about  fixty  or  feventy  Miles  South,  where  other  tra- 
ding Negroes  ufually  met  them,  and  gave  them 
Beads  Glafs,  Shells,  and  Cowries  for  them,  fuch  as 
the  Englijh  and  Dutch  and  other  Traders,  furnifh 
•them  with  from  Europe. 

We  now  began  to  be  more  familiar  with  our  new 
Acquaintance  ;  and  firft,  tho'  we  made  but  a  forry 
Figure  as  to  Cloaths  ourfelves,  having  neither  Shoe, 
or  Stocking,  or  Glove  or  Hat  among  us,  and  but 
very  few  Shirts,  yet  as  well  as  we  could  we  clothed 
him  ;  and  firft  our  Surgeon  having  ScifTars  and  Ra- 
zors, fhaved  him,  and  cut  his  Hair;  a  Hat,  as  I 
fay,  we  had  not  in  all  our  Store?,  but  he  fupply'd 
himfelf  by  making  himfelf  a  Cap  of  a  Piece  of  a 
Leopard  Skin,  moft  artificially.  As  for  Shoes  or 
Stockings,  he  had  gone  fo  long  without  them,  that 
he  cared  not  even  for  the  Bufeins  and  Foot-Gloves 
we  wore,  which  I  defcribed  above. 

As  he  had  been  curious  to  hear  the  whole  Story, 
of  our  Travels,  and  was  exceedingly  delighted  with 
the  Relation  ;  fo  we  were  no  lefs  to  know,  and  plea- 
'fed  with  the  Account  of  his  Circumftance,  and  the 
Hiftory  of  his  coming  to  that  ftrange  Place  alone,  and 
in  that  Condition,  which  we  found  him  in,  as  above. 

This 
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Tills  Account  of  his  would  indeed  be  in  it  felf  the 
5ubje(fl  of  an  agreeable  Hillory,  and  would  be  as 
long  and  as  diverting  as  our  own,  having  in  it  many 
ftrange  and  extraordinary  Incidents,  but  we  cannot 
have  Room  here  to  launch  out  into  fo  lon'][  a  Di- 
greflion;  the  Sum  of  his  Hillory  v/as  this. 

He  had  been  a  Faftor  for  the  Englijh  Guiney  Com- 
pany at  Siera  Leon,  or  fome  other  of  their  Settle- 
ments which  had  been  taken  by  the  French^  where 
he  had  been  plundered  of  all  his  own  Effefts,  as  well 
as  of  what  was  intruilcd  to  him  by  the  Company. 
Whether  it  was,  that  the  Company  did  not  do  him 
Jullice  in  reiloring  his  Circum fiances,  or  in  further 
employing  him,  lie  quitted  their  Service,  and  was 
employed  by  thofe  they  called  Separate  Traders ;  and 
being  afterwards  oat  of  Employ  there  alfo,  traded 
on  his  own  Account;  when  palTing  unwarily  into  one 
of  the  Company's  Settlements,  he  was  either  betray 'd 
into  the  Hands  of  fome  of  the  Natives,  or  fome  how 
.or  other  was  furprized  by  them.  However,  as  they 
did  not  kill  him,  he  found  Means  to  efcape  from 
them  at  that  time,  and  fled  to  another  Nation  of  the 
Natives,  who  being  Enemies  to  the  other,  entertain- 
ed him  friendly,  and  with  them  he  lived  fome  time; 
but  not  liking  his  Quarters,  or  his  Company,  he  fled 
again,  and  ieveral  times  changed  his  Landlords ; 
fometimes  was  carry'd  by  Force,  fom.etimes  hurried 
by  Fear,  as  Circumllances  altered  v.dth  him  (the  Va- 
riety of  v/hich  deferves  a  FliJtcry  by  it  felfj  till  at 
laft  he  had  wandred  beyond  all  Pofiibillty  of  Return, 
and  had  taken  up  his  Abode  where  v/e  found  him, 
where  he  was  well  received  by  the  petty  King  of  the 
Tribe  he  lived  with ;  and  he,  in  Return,  inilirucLed 
them  hovv'  to  value  the  Produft  of  their  Labour,  and 
on  what  Terms  to  trade  with  thofe  Negroes  who 
came  up  to  them  for  Teeth. 

As  he  was  naked,  and  had  no  Clothes,  fo  he  was 
naked  of  Arms  for  his  Defence,  having  neither  Gun, 
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Sword,  Staff,  or  any  Inllrument  of  War  about  him, 
no  not  to  eiiai"<i  himfelf  aeainlt  the  Attacks  of  a 
wild  Bealt,  of  which  the  Country  was  very  full. 
We  afk'd  him  how  he  came  to  be  fo  entirely  aban- 
doned of  all  Concern  for  his  Safety  ?  He  anfwered. 
That  to  him  that  had  fo  often  v/ilVd  for  Death,  Life 
was  not  worth  defending;  and  that  as  he  was  entire- 
ly at  the  Mere}'  of  the  Negroes,  they  had  much  the 
more  Confidence  in  him,  leeing  he  had  no  Weapons 
to  hurt  them.  As  for  wild  Beafts  he  was  not  much 
concerned  about  that ;  for  he  fcarce  ever  went  from 
his  Hutt ;  but  if  he  did,  the  Negroe  King  and  his 
Men  went  all  armed  with  Bows  and  Arrows,  and 
Lances,  with  which  they  would  kill  any  of  the  rave- 
nous Creatures,  Lions  as  well  as  others ;  but  that  they 
feldom  came  abroad  in  the  Day  ;  and  if  the  Negroes 
wander  any  where  in  the  Night,  they  always  build 
a  Hutt  for  themfelves,  and  make  a  Fire  at  the  Door 
of  it,  which  is  Guard  enough. 

We  enquired  of  him,  what  we  fhould  next  do  .to- 
wards getting  to  the  Sea-fide.;  he  told  us  we  were  a- 
bout  120  EngliJJ?  Leagues  from  the  Coaft,  where  al- 
moft  all -the  European  Settlements  and  Faftories  were^ 
and  which  is  called  the  Gold  Coaft;  but  that  there 
were  fo  many  different  Nations  of  Negroes  in  the 
Way,  that  it  was  ten  to  one  if  we  were  not  either 
fought  with  continually,  or  ftarv'd  for  Want  of  Pro- 
\  ifions  :  But  that  there  were  two  other  Ways  to  go, 
which,  if  he  had  had  any  Company  to  go  with  him, 
he  had  often  contrived  to  make  his  Efcape  by.  The 
one  v/as  to  travel  full  Weil,  which,  tho'  it  was  far- 
ther to  go,  yet  was  not  fo  full  of  People ;  and  the 
People  v>€  fiiould  find,  would  be  fo  much  the  civiller 
to  us,  or  be  fo  much  the  eafier  to  fio-ht  with  :  Or, 
that  the  other  Way  was,  if  poiTible,  to  get  to  the  Rio 
Grand,  and  go  dovn  the  Stream  in  Canoes.  V\''e 
told  liini,  that  was  the  Way  we  had  refolved  on  hz 
fere  we  mtt  with  him;  but  then  he  told  us,  then 
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was  a  prodigious  Defart  to  go  over,  and  as  prodigi- 
ous Woods  to  go  thro',  before  we  came  to  it,  and 
that  both  together  were  at  leaft  twenty  Days  March 
for  us,  travel  as  hard  as  we  could. 

We  afk'd  him  if  there  were  no  Horfes  in  the 
Country,  or  AfTes,  or  even  Bullocks  or  BufHoes  to 
make  ule  of  in  fuch  a  Journey,  and  we  Ihewed  him 
ours,  of  which  we  had  but  three  left ;  he  faid  No, 
all  the  Country  did  not  afford  any  thing  of  that 
kind. 

He  told  us,  that  in  this  great  Wood  there  were 
innumerable  Numbers  of  Elephants,  and  upon  the 
Defart,  great  Multitudes  of  Lions,  Linxes,  Tygers, 
and  Leopards,  l^c.  and  that  it  was  to  that  Wood, 
and  to  that  Defart,  that  the  Negroes  went  to  get  Ele- 
phants Teeth^  where  they  never  failed  to  find  a  great 
Number. 

We  enquired  llill  more,  and  particularly  the  Way 
to  the  Gold  Coaft,  and  if  there  were  no  Rivers  to 
eafe  us  in  our  Carriage ;  and  told  him,  as  to  the 
Negroes  fighting  with  us,  we  were  not  much  con- 
cerned at  that ;  nor  were  we  afraid  of  ftarving ;  for 
if  they  had  any  Viftuals  among  them,  we  would 
have  our  Share  of  it :  And  therefore,  if  he  would 
venture  to  fhew  us  the  Way,  we  would  venture  tQ 
go  ;  and  as  for  himielf,  we  told  him  we  would  live 
and  dye  together,  there  Ihould  not  a  Man  of  us  flir 
from  him.. 

He  told  us,  with  all  his  Heart,  if  we  refolved  it, 
and  would  venture,  we  might  be  affured  he  would 
take  his  Fate  with  us,  and  he  would  endeavour  to 
guide  us  in  fuch  a  Way,  as  we  fhould  meet  with 
Ibme  friendly  Savages  who  would  ufe  us  well,  and 
perhaps  Hand  by  us  againil  feme  others  who  were 
lefs  traflable;  So,  in  a  Word,  we  allrefolved  to  go 
full  South  for  the  Geld  Coaft. 

The  next  Morning  he  came  to  us  again,  and  be- 
ing all  met  in  Council,    as  we  may  call  it,  he  began 
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•te  talk  very  ferioufly  with  us,    that   fmce  we  were 
now  come  after  a  long  Journey  to  a   View  of  the 
End  of  our  Troubles,  and  had  been  fo  obliging  to 
him,    as  to  offer  Carrying  him  with  us,    he  had 
been  all  Night  revolving  in  his  Mind  what  he  and 
we  all  might  do  to  make  our  felves  fome  Amends 
for  all  our  Sorrows ;  and  firll  he  faid,  he  was  to  let 
me  know,  that  we  were  juft  then  in  one   of  the 
richeil  Parts  of  the  World,  tho'  it  was  really  other- 
wife,  but  a  defolate,    difcon folate  Wildernefs  j   for 
fays  he,  there's  not  a  River  here  but  runs    Gold, 
not  a  Defart  but  without  Plowing  bears  a  Crop  of 
Ivory.      What   Mines  of    Gold,     wh^t   immenfe 
Stores  of  Gold  thofe  Mountains  may  contain,    from 
whence  thele  Rivers  come,    or  the   Shores  which 
thefe  Waters  run  by,  we  know  not,   but  may  ima- 
gine that  they  mull  be  inconceivably  rich,  feeing  fb 
much  is  wafhed  down  the  Stream   by  the   Water 
wafhing  the  Sides  of  the  I.and,    that  the   Quantity 
fufiices  all  the  Traders  which  the  European  World 
fend  thither.     We  afk'd  him  how  far  they  went  for 
it,  feeing  the  Ships  only  trade  upon  the  Coaft.     He 
told  us,  that  the  Negroes   on  the  Coaft  fearch  the 
Rivers  up  for  the  Length  of  150  or  200  Miles,  and 
v/ould  be  out  a  Month  or  two  or  three  at  a  Time, 
and    always    come  Home    fufficiently    rewarded  ; 
but,  fays  he,    they  never  come  thus  far,    and  yet 
hereabouts  is  as  much  Gold  as  there.      Upon  this 
he  tcld  us,  that  he  believed  he  might  have  gotten  a 
Hundred  Pound  Weight  of  Gold,    fmce  he  came 
thither,    if  he  had  employed  himfelf  to  look  and 
work  for  it,  but  as  knevy  not  what  to   do  with  it, 
and  had  long  fmce  defpaired  of  being  ever  delivered 
from  the  Mifery  he  v/as  in,   he  had   entirely  omit- 
ted it.     For  Vv'liat  Advantage  had  it  been  to  me,  faid 
he,  or  what  richer  had  I  been,    if  I  had  a  Ton  of 
Gold  Dull,  and  lay  and  wallowed  in  it  i  the  Richnefs 
of  it,  faid  he,   would  not  give  me  one  Moment's 
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Felicity,  or  relieve  me  in  the  prefent  Exigency. 
Nay,  fays  he,  as  you  all  fee.  it  would  not  buy  me 
Clothes  to  cover  me,  or  a  Drop  of  Drink  to  fave 
me  from  perilhing.  'Tis  of  no  Value  here,  fays  he, 
there  are  feveral  People  among  thefe  Hutts  that 
would  weigh  Gold  againll  a  few  Glafs  Beads,  or  a 
Cockle-Shell,  and  give  you  a  Handful  of  Gold  Dull:, 
for  a  Handful  of  Cowries.  N.  B.  Thefe  are  lit- 
tle Shells  which  our  Children  call  Blackmores 
Teeth. 

When  he  had  faid  thus,  he  pulled  out  a  Piece  of 
an  earthcR  Pot  baked  hard  in  the  Sun  :  Here,  fays 
he^  is  fome  of  the  Dirt  of  this  Country,  and  if  I 
would,  I  could  have  got  a  great  deal  more ;  and 
fhewing  it  to  us,  I  believe  there  was  between  two 
and  three  Pound  Weight  of  Gold  Dull:,  of  the  fame 
Kind  and  Colour  with  that  we  had  gotten  already, 
as  before.  After  v/e  had  look'd  at  it  a  while,  he 
told  us  fmiling,  we  were  his  Deliverers,  and  all  he 
had,  as  well  as  his  Life,  was  ours ;  and  therefore, 
as  this  would  be  of  Value  to  us  when  we  came  to 
our  own  Coantry  fo  he  defired  we  would  accept 
of  it  among  us,  and  that  this  was  the  only  time 
that  he  had  repented  that  he  had  pickt  up  no  more 
of  it. 

I  fpoke  for  him  as  his  Interpreter  to  my  Com- 
rades, and  in  their  Names  thank'd  him  ;  but  fpeak- 
ing  to  them  in  Portuguefe,  I  defired  them  to  refer 
the  Acceptance  of  his  Kindnefs  to  the  next  Mom- 
ine,  and  fo  I  did,  tellinfr  him  we  would  farther 
-talk  of  this  Part  in  the  Alormng";  fo  we  parted 
for  that  time. 

When  he  was  gone,  I  found  they  v/ere  all  won- 
derfully afFeded  with  his  Difcourfe^  and  with  the 
Generof.ty  of  his  Temp^^r,  as  well  as  the  iVlagRiii- 
cence  of  his  Prefent,  which  in  another  Place  had 
■been  extraordinary.  Upon  the  whole,  not  to  de- 
,uin    you    with  Circumrtances,    we  agreed,    that 
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feeing  he  was  now  one  of  our  Number,  and  that  aS 
we  were  a  Relief  to  hinri  in  carrying  him  out  of  the 
difmal  Condition  he  was  in,  (o  he  was  equally  a  Re- 
lief to  us,  in  being  our  Guide  thro'  the  reft  of  the 
Country,  our  Interpreter  with  the  Natives,  and  our 
Direftor  how  to  manage  with  the  Savages,  and  how 
to  enrich  our  felves  with  the  Wealth  of  the  Coun- 
try ;  that  therefore  we  would  put  his  Gold  among 
our  Common  Stock,  and  every  one  (hould  give  him. 
as  much  as  would  make  his  up  juft  as  much  as  any 
fmgle  Share  of  our  own,  and  for  the  future  we 
would  take  our  Lot  together,  taking  his  folemn  En- 
gagement to  us,  as  we  had  before  one  to  another, 
that  we  would  not  conceal  the  leail  Grain  of  Gold 
v,e  found,  one  from  another. 

In  the  next  Conference  we  acquainted  him  with 
the  Adventures  of  the  Golden  River,  and  how  we 
Iiad  iliared  v/hat  we  got  there  ;  fo  that  every  Man 
had  a  larger  Stock  than  he  for  his  Share  ;  that 
therefore  inftead  of  taking  any  from  him,  v/e  had 
yeiblved  every  one  to  add  a  little  to  him.  He  ap- 
peared very  glad  that  v/e  had  met  with  fuch  good 
S'jccefs,  but  would  not  take  a  Grain  from  us, 
till  at  lall,  preiTmg  him  very  hard,  he  told  us,  that 
tiien  he  would  take  it  thus :  That  when  we  came 
to  get  any  mere,  he  would  have  fo  much  out  of  the 
lirft  as  fliould  make  him  even,  and  then  we  would 
go  on  as  equal  Adventurers  ;  and  thus  we  agreed. 

He  then  told  us,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  an 
unprofitable  Adventure,  if  before  we  fet  forward, 
and  after  we  had  got  a  Stock  of  Provifions,  we 
fhould  make  a  Journey  North  to  the  Edge  of  tho 
Defart  he  had  told  us  of,  from  whence  our  Negroes 
might  bring  every  one  a  large  Elephant's  Tooth, 
and  that  he  would  get  fome  more  to  aflift ;  and  that 
after  a  certain  Length  of  Carriage,  they  might  be 
conveyed  by  Canoes  to  the  Coaft,  where  they  would 
yield  a  very  great  Profit. 
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I  objcfled  againft  this,  on  Account  of  our  other 
Defign  we  had  of  getting  Gold  Dull ;  and  that  our 
Negroes,  who,  we  knew  would  be  faithful  to  us, 
\\ould  get  much  more  by  fearching  the  PJvers  ior 
Gold  for  us,  than  by  lugging  a  great  Tooth  of  an 
hundred  and  fifty  Pound  Weight,  a  hundred  Mile, 
or  more,  which  would  be  an  unfuflerable  Labour  to 
them  after  fo  hard  a  Journey,  and  would  certainly 
11  them. 

He  acquiefced  in  the  Jufticc  of  this  Anfwer,  but 
fain  would  have  had  us  gone  to  fee  the  woody  Part 
of  the  Hill,  and  the  Edge  of  the  Defart,  that  we 
might  fee  how  the  Elephants  Teeth  lay  fcattered  up 
and  down  there ;  but  when  we  told  him  the  Story 
of  v/hat  we  had  itcn.  before,  as  is  faid  above,  he 
faid  no  more. 

V\'e  ilaid  here  twelve  Days,  during  which  Time 
tlie  Natives  v/ere  very  obliging  to  us,  and  brought 
us  Fruits,  Pom.pions,  and  a  Root  like  Carrots,  tho* 
of  quite  another  TaHe,  but  not  unpleafant  neither, 
and  fome  Guiney  Fowls  whofe  Names  we  did  not 
know.  In  fhort,  they  brought  us  Plenty  of  what 
they  had,  and  we  lived  v^ery  well,  and  we  gave 
them  all  fuch  little  Things  as  our  Cutler  had  made, 
for  he  had  now  a  whole  Bag  full  of  them. 

On  the  thirteenth  Day  we  let  forward,  taking 
our  new  Gentleman  with  us.  At  Parting,  the  Ne- 
groe  King  fent  two  Savages  with  a  Prefent  to  him, 
of  fome  dried  Flefh,  but  I  do  not  remember  what 
it  was,  and  he  gave  him  again  three  Silver  Birds 
which  our  Cutler  help'd  him  to,  which  I  afTure  you 
was  a  Prefent  for  a  King. 

We  travelled  now  South,  a  little  Weft,  and  here 
we  found  the  firft  River  for  above  2000  Miles  March, 
whofe  Water  run  South,  all  the  reft  running  North 
or  Wefl.  We  followed  this  River,  which  was  no 
bigger  than  a  good  large  Brook  in  Engla7id,  till  it 
began  to  encreafe  its  Water.     Every  now  and  then- 
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we  found  our  EngUJhjnan  went  down  as  it  were  pri- 
vately to  the  Water,  which  was  to  try  the  Land* 
At  length,  after  a  Day's  March  upon  this  River, 
he  came  running  up  to  us  with  his  Hands  full  of 
Sand,  and  faying.  Look  here.  Upon  looking,  we 
found  that  a  good  deal  of  Gold  lay  fpangled  among 
the  Sand  of  the  River.  Now  fays  he,  I  think  we 
may  begin  to  work  ;  fo  he  divided  our  Negroes 
into  Couples,  and  fet  them  to  work,  to  fearch  and 
wafh  the  Sand  and  Ooze  in  the  Bottom  of  the  Wa- 
ter where  it  was  not  deep. 

In  the  firil  Day  and  a  Quarter,  our  Men  altoge- 
ther had  o;athered  a  Pound  and  two  Ounces  of  Gold, 
er  thereabouts  j  and  as  we  found  the  Quantity  en- 
ereafed  the  farther  we  went,  we  followed  it  about 
three  Days,  till  another  fmall  Rivulet  join'd  the  firft, 
and  then  fearching  up  the  Stream,  we  found  Gold 
there  too  ;  fo  we  pircli'd  cur  CriTip  in  the  Angle 
V.'herc  the  Rivers  join'd,  and  we  diverted  ourfelveb, 
as  I  may  call  it,  in  wafning  the  Gold  out-  of  the 
Sand  of  the  River,  and  in  getting  Provifions. 

Here  v/e  ftaid  thirteen  Days  more,  in  which 
time  we  had  many  pleafant  Adventures  with  the  Sa- 
vages, too  long  to  mention  here,  and  fome  of  them 
too  homely  to  tell  of;  for  fome  of  our  Men  had 
made  fomething  free  with  their  Wom.en,  which, 
had  not  our  new  Guide  made  Peace  for  us  with  one 
of  their  Men,  at  the  Price  of  feven  Bits  of  Silver, 
which  our  Artificer  had  cut  out  into  the  Shapes  of 
Lions,  and  Fiflies,  and  Birds,  and  had  punch'd 
Holes  to  hang  them  up  by  (an  ineftimable  7rea- 
fure  !)  we  mull  have  gone  to  War  with  them  and  all 
their  People. 

All  the  while  we  were  bufy  wafhing  Gold  Dult 
out  of  the  Rivers,  and  our  Negroes  the  like,  our 
ingenious  Cutler  was  hammering  and  cutting,  and 
he  was  grown  fo  dexterous  by  Ufe,  that  ne  form- 
ed all  Manner  of  Images,     He  cut  out  Elephants, 
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Tygcrs,  Civet  Cats,  Oftriches,  Eagles,  Crane.\ 
Fowls,  Fiflics,  and  indeed  whatever  he  -pleafed,  in 
thin  Plates  of  hammered  Gold,  for  his  Silver  and 
Iron  was  almoil  all  gone. 

At  one  of  the  Towns  of  thefe  Savage  Nations  we 
were  very  friendly  received  by  their  King^  and  as 
he  was  very  much  taken  witli  our  Workman's  Toys, 
he  fold  him  an  Elephant  cut  out  of  a  Gold  Plate  as 
thin  as  a  Six-Pence,  at  an  extravagant  Rate.  He 
was  fo  much  taken  \\  ith  it,  that  he  would  not  be 
quiet  till  he  had  given  him  almoil  a  Handful  of 
Geld  Dull,  as  they  call  it.  I  fuppofe  it  might 
weigJ;  three  Quarters  of  a  Pound  ;  the  Piece  of 
Gold  that  the  Elephant  was  made  of,  might  be  a- 
bout  the  Weight  cf  a  Piflole,  rather  lefs  than  more. 
Oar  Artill  was  fo  honell,  tho'  the  Labour  and  Art 
was  all  his  own,  that  he  brought  all  the  Gold  and 
put  it  into  cur  coiiimcn  Stock  :  But  we  had  indeed 
no  Manner  of  Reafon  in  the  teaft  to  be  covetous  y 
for,  as  our  new  Guide  told  us,  we  that  were  lirong 
encugh  to  defend  ourfelves,  and  had  Time  enough 
to  ilay  (for  we  were  none  of  us  in  Halle)  might 
in  time  get  together  what  Quantity  of  Gold  we 
pleafed.  even  to  an  hundred  Pound  Weight  a  Man, 
if  we  thought  ft ;  and  therefore  he  told  us,  tho' 
he  liacl  as  niuch  Reafon  to  be  fick  of  the  Country 
as  any  of  us,  yet  if  we  thought  to  turn  our 
Maich  a  little  to  the  South  Eail,  and  pitch  upon  a 
Place  proper  for  our  Head  Quarters,  we  might 
fnd  Prcvifions  plenty  enough,  and  extend  our  felves 
over  the  Country  among  the  Rivers  for  two  or  three 
Year  to  the  Right  and  Left,  and  we  fhould  foon  find 
the  Advantage  of  it. 

The  Propoial,  liowever  good  as  to  the  profita- 
ble Part  of  it,  luited  none  us ;  for  we  were  all  more 
defirous  to  get  Home,  than  to  be  rich,  being 
tired  of  the  exceifive  Fatigue  of  above  a  Year's 
continual  Wandering  among  Defarts  and  wild 
£cafts.  How^ 
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However,  the  Tongue  of  our  new  Acquaititance 
had  a  Kind  of  Charm  in  it,  and  ufed  fuch  Argu- 
ments, and  had  fo  much  the  Power  of  Perfwafion, 
that  there  was  no  refilling  him.  He  told  us,  it  was 
prepofterous  not  to  take  the  Fruit  of  all  our  La- 
bours, now  we  were  come  to  the  Harveft ;  that  we 
might  fee  the  Hazard  the  Eurcpcans  run,  with 
Ships  and  Men,  and  at  great  Expence,  to  fetch  a 
little  Gold;  and  that  we  that  were  in  the  Center 
of  it,  to  go  away  empty  handed,  was  unaccountable ; 
that  we  were  ftrong  enough  to  fight  our  V/ay  thro' 
whole  Nations,  and  might  make  our  Journey  after- 
ward to  what  Part  of  the  Coaft  we  pleafed ;  and  we 
fhould  never  forgive  our  felves  when  we  came  to  our 
own  Country,  to  fee  we  had  500  Piftoles  in  Gold, 
and  might-  as  eafily  have  had  5000,  or  iccoo, 
or  what  we  pleafed;  that  he  was  no  more  covet- 
ous than  we,  but  leeing  it  was  in  all  our  Pov/ers  to 
retrieve  our  Misfortunes  at  once,  and  make  our 
felves  eafy  for  all  our  Lives ,  he  could  not  be  faith- 
ful to  us,  or  grateful  for  the  Good  we  had  done 
him,  if  he  did  not  let  us  fee  the  Advantage  we  had 
in  our  Hands  ;  and  he  afilired  us,  he  would  make  it 
clear  to  our  ownL^nderflanding,  that  we  might  in  two 
Years  time,  by  good  Management,  and  by  the  Help 
of  our  Negroes, gather  every  A'lan  a  Hundred  Pound 
Weight  of  Gold,  and  get  together  perhaps  two 
Hundred  Ton  of  Teeth :  Whereas,  if  once  we 
pufli'd  on  to  the  Coaft,  and  feparated,we  fhould  never 
be  able  to  fee  that  Place  again  with  our  Eyes,  or  do 
any  more  than  Sinners  did  with  Heaven,  wifh  them- 
felves   there,    but  know  they   can  never  come  at  it. 

Our  Surgeon  was  the  firii  Man  that  yielded  to 
his  Reafoning,  and  after  him  the  Gunner  ;  and  they 
two  indeed  had  a  great  Influence  over  us,  but  none 
of  the  reft  had  any  mind  to  ftay,  nor  I  neither,  I 
muft  confefs ;  for  I  had  no  Notion  of  a  great  deal 
of  Money,  or  what  to  do  with  my  felf^  or  what  to 
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do  with  it  if  I  had  it.  I  thought  I  had  enough  af- 
ready,  and  all  the  Thoughts  I  had  about  difpofing 
of  it,  if  I  came  to  Europe^  was  only  how  to  fpend 
it  as  faft  as  I  could,  buy  me  fome  Clothes,  and  go 
to  Sea  again  t©  be  a  Drudge  for  more. 

However,  he  prevailed  with  us  by  his  good 
Words  at  lafl,  to  ftay  but  for  fix  Months  in  the 
Country,  and  then,  if  we  did  refolve  to  go,  he 
Would  fubmit :  So  at  length  we  yielded  to  that,  and 
he  carryed  us  about  fifty  Englijh  Miles  South  Eaft, 
where  we  found  feveral  Rivulets  of  Water,  which, 
feemed  to  come  all  from  a  great  Ridge  of  Moun- 
tains, which  lay  to  the  North  Eaft,  and  which,  by 
our  Calculation,  mufl  be  the  Beginning  that  Way 
of  the  great  Wafte,  which  we  had  been  forc'd  North- 
ward to  avoid. 

Here  we  found  the  Country  barren  enough,  but 
yet  we  had,  by  his  Direftions,  Plenty  of  Food  ;  for 
the  Savages  round  us,  upon  given  them  fome  of 
our  Toys,  as  I  have  fo  often  mentioned,  brought  us 
in  whatever  they  had :  And  here  we  found  fome 
Maife,  or  Indian  Wheat,  which  the  Negrce  Wo- 
men planted,  as  we  fow  feeds  in  a  Garden,  and  im- 
mediately our  new  Proveditor  ordered  fome  of  our 
Negroes  to  plant  it,  and  it  grew  up  prefently,  and 
by  watering  it  often,  v/e  had  a  Crop  in  lefs  than 
three  Months  Growth. 

As  foon  as  we  were  fettled,  and  our  Camp  f'x'd, 
we  fell  to  the  old  Trade  of  Fifhing  for  Gold  in  the 
Rivers  mentioned  above,  and  our  Englijh  Gentleman 
fo  well  knew  how  to  diredl:  our  Search,  that  we 
Icarce  ever  loll  our  Labour. 

One  Tim.e,  having  let  us  to  work,  he  aiked,  \£ 
we  would  give  him  Leave,  with  four  or  five  Negroes^ 
to  go  out  :or  fix  or  feven  Days,,  tofeekhis  P'ortune, 
and  fee  what  he  could  difcover  in  the  Country,  affur- 
ing  us,  w^hatever  he  got  fhould  be  for  the  publick 
Stock.We  all  gave  him^  our  Confent,  and  lent  him  a 
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(5un ;  and  two  of  our  Men  defiring  to  go  with  him, 
ih^Y  took  then  fix  Negroes  with  them,  and  two  of 
our  Buffloes  that  came  with  us  the  whole  Journey  ; 
they  took  about  eight  Days  Provifion  of  Bread  with 
them,  but  no  Fkih,  except  about  as  much  dried 
Flefh  as  would  ferve  them  two  Days. 

They  travelled  up  to  the  Top  of  the  Mountains  I 
mentioned  juil  now,  where  they  faw,  (as  our  Men 
afterwards  vouched  it  to  be)  the  fame  Defart  which 
we  were  fo  juiHy  terrified  at,  when  we  were  on  the 
further  Side,  and  which,  by  our  Calculation,  could 
not  be  lefs  than  300  Miles  broad,  and  above  600 
Miles  in  Length,  without  knowing  where  it  ended. 

The  Journal  of  their  Travels  is  too  long  to  enter 
upon  here ;  they  Itayed  out  two  and  fifty  Days, 
when  thf y  brought  us  feventeen  Pourd,  and  fome- 
thing  more  {for  we  had  no  exacfl  Weight)  of  Gold 
Dull,  feme  of  it  in  much  larger  Pieces  than  any  we 
found  before  j  befides  about  fifteen  Ton  of  Elephants 
Teeth,  which  he  had  partly  by  good  Ufage,  and 
partly  by  bad,  obliged  the  Savages  of  the  Coun- 
try to  fetch,  and  bring  down  to  hiia  from  the  Moun- 
tains, and  which  he  made  othe^-s  bring  with  him 
quite  down  to  our  Camp.  Indeed  we  wondered 
what  Vv'as  coming  to  us,  when  v/e  faw  him  attended 
with  above  200  Negroes;  but  he  foon  undeceived  us, 
when  he  made  them  all  throw  down  their  Burthens 
on  a  Heap,  at  the  Entrance  cf  our  Camp. 

Befides  this,  they  brought  two  Lions  Skins, 
and  five  Leopards  Skins,  very  large  and  very  fine. 
He  afked  our  Pardon  for  his  long  Stay,  and  that  he 
had  made  no  greater  a  Booty,  but  told  us,  he  had 
©ne  Excurfion  more  to  make,  which  he  hop'd  Ihould 
turn  to  a  better  Account. 

So  having  refted  him 'elf,  and  rewarded  the  Sa- 
vages that  brought  the  Teeth  for  him,  v/ivh  fome 
Bits  of  Silver  and  Iron  cut  out  Diamond  Faihion, 
and  with  tvvo  fnuj/d  'ike  little  Dogs,  he  fent  them 
away  mightily  pleaied.  Th? 
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The  fccond  Journey  he  went,  fome  more  of  ou? 
Men  d<'Mned  to  go  with  him,  and  they  made  a 
Troo!'  of  ten  white  Men,  and  ten  Savages,  and  the 
two  Lijffloesto  carry  their  Provifions  and  Ammuniti- 
on, 'i  hey  took  the  fame  Courle,  only  not  exaftly 
the  fame  Trrfl,  and  they  ilc.yed  thirty  two  Days 
only,  in  which  time  they  killed  no  lefs  than  fifteen 
Leopards,  three  Lions,  and  leveral  other  Creatures^ 
and  brought  us  Home  four  and  twenty  Pound, 
fome  Ounces,  of  Gold  Dufl,  and  only  fix  Elephants 
Teeth,  bat  they  were  very  great  ones. 

Our  Friend  the  EngUJkman  fhewed  us  now,  that 
our  Time  was  well  beilow'd  ;  for  in  five  Months 
"which  we  had  Hayed  here,  we  had  gathered  fo  much 
Gold  D-ull,.  that  when  we  came  to  fliare  it,  we  had 
^ve  Pound  and  a  Quarter  to  a  Man,  befides  what  we 
liad  before,  and  bcfides  fix  or  feven  Pound  Weight 
which  we  had  at  feveral  times  given  our  Artifcer  to 
make  Baubles  with  ;  and  now  we  talk'd  of  going 
forward  to  the  (Jaall,  to  put  an  End  to  our  Journey  ; 
but  our  Guide  laught  at  us  then  :  Nay  you  can't  go 
now,  y2y'/  z^^^for  the  rainy  Seafon  begins  next  Month, 
and  there  will  be  no  llirring  then.  This  we  found 
indeed  reafonable,  fo  we  refolved  to  furniili  ourfelves 
with  Provifions  that  we  might  not  be  obliged  to  go 
abroad  too  much  in  the  Rain,  and  we  fpread  our- 
felves fome  one  Way,  fome  another,  as  far  aj  we 
cared  to  venture,  to  get  Provilions,  and  our  Negroes 
killed  U3  fome  Deer  which  we  cured  as  well  as  we 
could,  in  the  Sun,  for  we  had  now  no  Salt. 

By  this  tin\e  the  rainy  A-Ionths  were  fet  in,  and 
we  could  fcarce,  for  above  two  Months,  look  cut  of 
our  Hutts.  But  that  was  not  all,  for  the  Rivers 
were  fo  fwelled  with  the  Land-Floods  that  we  Scarce 
knew  the  little  Brooks  and  Rivulets  from  the  great 
navigable  Rivers.  This  had  been  a  very  good  Op- 
portunity for  to  have  convey'd  by  Water,  upon 
.^Kaftsj    our  Elephants  Teeth,   of  wiiicli  we  had  a 
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▼ery  great  Pile  ;  for  as  we  always  gave  the  Savages 
fome  Reward  for  their  Labour,  the  very  Women 
would  bring  us  Teeth  upon  every  Opportunity,  and 
fometimes  a  great  Tooth  carried  between  two ;  fo 
that  our  Quantity  was  increaied  to  about  two  and 
twenty  Ton  of  Teeth. 

As  loon  as  the  Weather  proved  fair  again,  he 
told  us  he  would  not  prefs  us  to  any  further  Stay, 
fince  we  did  not  care  whether  wc  got  any  more  Gold 
or  no  J  that  we  were  indeed  the  firft  Meti  ever  he 
met  with  in  his  Iiife,that  faid  they  had  Gold  eriough, 
and  of  whom  it  might  be  truly  faid,  that  when  it 
lay  under  our  Feet,  we  would  not  Itoop  to  take  it 
up.  But  fmce  he  had  made  us  a  Promife,  he  v^ould 
not  break  it,  nor  prefs  us  to  make  any  farther  Stay, 
only  he  thought  he  ought  to  tell  us,  that  now  was 
the  Time,  alter  the  Landllood,  when  the  greatell 
Quantity  of  Gold  was  found  ;  and  that  if  we  rtayed 
but  one  iVlonth,  we  fliould  fee  thoulands  of  Savages 
fpread  themfelves  over  the  whole  Country,  to  wafh 
the  Gold  out  of  the  Sand,  for  the  European  Ships 
who  would  come  on  the  Ccall ;  that  they  do  it  then, 
becaufe  the  Rage  of  the  Floods  aKvays  works  down 
a  great  deal  of  Gold  cut  of  the  Hills  i  and  if  we 
took  the  Advantage  to  be  there  before  them,  we  did 
not  know  what  extrr. ordinary  things  we  might  find. 
^This  was  fo  forcible,  and  fo  well  argued,  that  it 
appeared  in  ail  our  Faces  we  were  prevailed  upon  ; 
fo  we  told  him  v/e  w^ould  all  ilay  :  For  tho'  it  was 
true  we  were  all  eager  to  be  gone,  yet  the  evident 
Profpedl  of  fo  much  Advantage,  could  not  well  be 
refilled  :  That  he  was  greatly  milhiken  when  he  fug- 
gcfted,  that  we  did  not  defire  to  encreafe  our  Stcre 
of  Gold,  and  in  that  we  were  relblved  to  make  the 
utmoil  Ufe  of  the  Advantage  that  was  in  our  Fiand?, 
and  would  ilay  as  long  as  any  Gold  was  to  be  had, 
if  it  Vr  as  another  Year. . 

He 
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He  could  hardly  exprefs  the  Joy  he  was  in  oif 
this  Occafion,  and  the  fair  Weather  coming  on,  we 
began  jull  as  he  direfted,  to  fearch  about  the  Rivers 
for  more  Gold  ;  at  firft  we  had  but  little  Encourage- 
ment, and  began  to  be  doubtful,  but  it  was  very 
plain  that  the  Reafon  was  the  Water  was  not  fully 
fallen,  or  the  Rivers  reduced  to  their  ufual  Channel ; 
but  in  a  few  Days  we  were  fully  requited,  and  found 
much  more  Gold  than  at  firft,  and  in  bigger  Lumps ; 
and  one  of  our  Men  wafhed  out  of  the  band  a  Piece 
of  Gold  as  big  as  a  fmall  Nut,  which  weighed  by 
our  Eftimation,  for  we  had  no  fmall  Weights,  al- 
moft:   an  Ounce  and  a  half. 

This  Succefs  made  us  extreamly  diligent,  and  in 
little  more  than  a  Month,  we  had  all  together  got- 
ten near  fixty  Pound  Weight  of  Gold  ;  but  after  this, 
as  he  told  us,  we  found  Abundance  of  the  Savages, 
both  Men,  Women  and  Children,  hunting  every 
River  and  Brook,  and  even  the  dry  Land  of  the 
Hills  for  Gold,  fo  that  we  could  do  nothing  like 
then,  compared  to  v/hat  we  had  done  before. 

But  our  Artifcer  found  a  Way  to  make  other 
People  find  us  in  Gold  without  our  own  Labour  ; 
for  when  thefe  People  began  to  appear,  he  had  a 
confiderable  Quantity  of  his  Toys,  Birds,  Beafts,  ^c. 
fuch  as  btfcre,  ready  for  them,  and  tht  Englij7j  Gen- 
leman  beiiig  the  Interpreter,  he  brought  the  Savages 
to  admire  them ;  fo  our  Cutler  had  Trade  enoigh  ; 
and  to  be  fure  fold  his  Goods  at  a  monftrous  Rate ; 
for  he  would  get  an  Ounce  of  Gold,  fomet'mes  two, 
for  a  Bit  of  Silver,  perhaps  of  the  Valre  of  a  Groat,, 
nay,  if  it  were  Iron ;  and  if  it  was  of  Gold,  they 
would  not  give  the  more  fcr  it ;  and  it  was  incredi- 
ble aimoft  to  think  what  a  Quantity  of  Gold  he  got 
that  Way. 

In  a  word, to  bring  this  h-ppyjoumey  to  a  Conclu-' 
fion,we  encreafedo:.  r  Stock  of  Gold  here  in  3  Months 
Stay  more,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  bringing  it  ail  to 
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a  common  Stock,  in  order  to  Share  it,  we  divided 
almoil  four  Pound  Weight  again  to  every  Man,  and 
then  we  let  forward  for  the  Gold  Coaft,  to  fee  what 
Method  we  could  find  out  for  our  Pafiage  into 
Europe. 

There  happened  feveral  very  remarkable  Incidents 
in  this  Part  of  our  Journey,  as  to  how  we  were,  or 
were  not,  received  friendly,  by  the  feveral  Nations 
of  Savages  through  whom  wepaft;  how  we  deliver- 
ed one  Negroe  King  from  Q  ptivity,  who  had  been 
a  Benefaftor  to  our  new  Guides  and  how  our 
Guide  in  Gratitude,  by  our  AfTillance,  reftored  him 
to  his  Kingdom,  which  perhaps  might  contain 
about  300  Subjedls  ;  how  he  entertained  us;  and 
how  he  made  his  Subje£ls  go  with  our  Engli/hmati, 
and  fetch  all  our  Elephants  Teeth,which  we  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  behind  us,  and  to  carry  them  for 
us  to  the  River,  the  Name  of  which  I  forgot,^ 
where  \<q  made  Rafts,  and  in  eleven  Days  more 
came  dov/n  to  one  of  the  Dutch  Settlements  on  the 
Gold  Coail,  where  we  arrived  in  perfeft  Health,  and 
to  our  great  Satisfailion.  As  for  our  Cargo  of  Teeth, 
we  fold  it  to  the  Dutch  ^aftory,  and  received 
Clothes  and  other  Necelfaries  for  our  felves,  and 
fueh  of  cur  Negroes  as  we  thought  fit  to  keep  with 
us  ;  and  it  is  to  be  obierved,  that  we  had  four  Pound 
of  Gunpowder  left  when  we  ended  our  Journey.  The 
Negro  Prince  we  made  perfefdy  free,  clothed  him 
eut  of  our  cor-imon  Stock,  and  gave  him  a  Pound  and 
half  of  Gold  rbr  himfelf,  vvnich  he  knew  very  VvcU 
how  to  m.anage,  and  here  v-e  all  parted  alter  the 
moll  friendly  Manner  j.oir.blt;.  Our  EngUprnan  re- 
mained in  the  Dutch  Facfl.:  -y  feme  time,  and,  as  I 
heard  afterwards,  died  chcre  of  Grief;  for  he  ha- 
ving ient  a  1  houfand  Pound  Sterling  over  to  En~ 
glafid  by  the  Way  of  Holland,  for  his  Refiige  at  his 
Return  to  his  Friends,  the  Ship  was  taken  by  the 
French^  and  the  Efleds  all  loft* 

The 
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The  reft  of  my  Comrades  went  away  in  a  fmall 
Bark,  to  tlie  two  Fortuguefe  f'aftories,  near  Gam- 
bia, in  t]ie  liatitude  of  fourteen  ;  and  I  with  two 
Negroes  which  I  Iccpt  with  me,  Avent  away  to  Cape 
Coaji  Cajfk,  where  I  cot  Pafiage  for  Ejiglajid,  and 
arrived  there  in  September  ;  and  thus  ended  my  firft 
Harveft  of  Wild  Oats ^  the  reft  were  not  fowed  to 
fo  much  Advantage. 
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I^Sf^l^^  ^^^  ^'^^^'^^^  ^-'■^*^'^^'  delation,    nor 
''*^^45^jl  Acquaintance  in  Etigland,    tlio'  it 


was  m/  Naiive  Country,     1  had 


«^,ViL_Ll!|^'  ccnfeciuently  no  Peifon  to'truit  with 


wliat  I  had,  or  to  coujifel  me  to  fe- 
c^  ^.=>;i^^  ^"^^  °^  -^^^  ^^ '  ^^<^  falling  into  ill 
i^  \.v  ^  '  ^'ornp-'iny,  and  truiiing  ■  he  KecDcr 
ot  a  Pubhck  Houie  in  Rothevhith  with  a  great  Part 
of  my  Money,  and  hafliiy  fquandering  away  the  reft, 

all 
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all  that  grer.t  Sum,  which  I  got  with  To  much  Pains 
and  Hazard,  was  gone  in  little  more  than  two  Years 
Time  'y  and  as  I  even  rage  in  my  own  Thoughts  to 
refled  upon  the  Manner  how  it  was  ^valted,  fo  I 
need  record  no  more;  the  reil  merits  to  be  conceal'd 
with  Blufhes,  for  that  it  was  fpent  in  all  Kinds  of 
Folly  and  WickednefG;  fo  this  Scene  of  my  I  ife  may 
be  faid  to  ha^  e  begun  in  Theft,  and  ended  in  Luxu- 
ry ;  a  fad  Setting  out,  and  a  worfe  Coming  home. 

About  the  Year  I  began  to  ice  the  Bottom  of 
my  Stock,  and  that  it  was  Time  to  think  of  farther 
Adventures,  for  my  Spoilers,  as  I  call  them,  began 
to  let  me  know,  that  as  my  Money  declined,  their 
Refpecl  would  Ebb  with  it,  and  that  I  had  nothing 
to  expedl  of  them  farther  than  as  I  might  command 
it  by  the  Force  of  my  Money,  which  in  Ihort  would 
not  go  an  Inch  the  farther,  for  all  that  had  been 
fpent  in  their  Favour  before. 

This  fhocked  me  very  much,  and  I  conceived  a" 
jufl  Abhorrence  of  their  Ingratitude;  but  it  wore  ofFj 
nor  had  I  met  with  it  any  Regret  at  the  wafting  fo 
glorious  a  Sum  of  IVIoney,  as  I  brought  to  England 
with  me. 

I  next  fhipped  myfelf,  in  an  evil  Hour  to  be  fure,. 
on  a  Voyage  to  Cadiz,  in  a  Ship  called  the 
and  in  the  Courfe  of  our  Voyage,  being  on  the  Coaft 
of  Spain,  was  obliged  to  put  in  to  the  Grojn,  by  a 
ftrong  South  Welt  Wind. 

Here  I  fell  into  Company  with  fome  Mailers  of 
Mifchief,  and  among  them,  one  forwarder  than  the 
reft,  began  an  intim.ate  Confidence  with  me,  fo  that 
we  called  one  another  Brothers,  and  communicated 
all  our  Circumftances  to  one  another;  his  Name  was 
Harris.  This  Fellow  came  to  me  one  Morning,  afk- 
ing  me  if  I  would  go  on  Shore,  and  I  agreed ;  fo  we 
got  the  Captain*s  Leave  for  the  Boat,  and  went  toge- 
ther. When  we  were  together,  he  alked  me  if  I 
had  ^  Mind  for  an  Adventure  that  might  make  a- 
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mends  for  all  paft  Misforturxcs;  I  told  him  yes,  with 
all  my  Heart;  for  I  did  not  care  v/here  I  went,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  lofe,  and  no  Body  to  leave  behind  me. 

He  then  afked  me  if  I  would  fv^'ear  to  be  fecret, 
and  that  if  I  did  not  agree  to  what  he  propofed,  I 
would  neverthelefs  never  bet-ray  him ;  I  readily  bound 
my  (til  to  that,  upon  the  moll  fclemn  Imprecations 
and  Curfes  that  the  De%  il  and  both  of  us  could  in- 
vent. 

He  told  me  then,  there  was  a  brave  Fellow  in  the 
other  Ship,  pointing  to  another  Englijh  Ship  which 
rode  in  the  Harbour,  who  in  Concert  with  fome  of 
the  Men  had  refolved  to  mutiny  tlie  next  Morning, 
and  run  avvay  with  the  Ship ;  and  that  if  we  could 
get  Strength  enough  among  our  Ship's  Company  v/e 
might  do  the  fame.  I  liked  the  Propofai  very  well, 
and  he  got  eight  of  us  to  join  with  him,  and  he  told 
us,  that  as  ibon  as  his  Friend  had  begun  the  Work, 
and  was  Mailer  of  the  Ship,  we  fhould  be  ready  to 
do  the  like  j  this  was  his  Plot,  and  I  without  the 
leaft  Hefitation,  either  at  the  Villainy  of  the  Fadl, 
or  the  DifHculty  of  performing  it,  came  imm.ediate- 
ly  into  the  wicked  Con 'piracy,  and  fo  it  went  on  a- 
mong  us  \  but  we  could  not  bring  our  Part  to  Per- 
feftion. 

According^  on  the  Day  appointed,  his  Correfpon- 
dent  in  the  other  Ship,  whofe  Name  was  Wilmot^ 
began  the  Work,  and  having  feized  the  Captain's 
Mate,  and  other  Officers,  iectired  the  Ship,  and  gave 
the  Signal  to  us ;  we  were  bi  t  eleven  in  our  Ship, 
who  were  in  the  Confpin  cy,  nor  could  we  get  any 
more  that  we  could  tru-li,  To  that  leaving  the  Ship,, 
we  all  took  the  Boat  and  went  off  to  join  tlie  other. 

Having  thus  left  the  Ship  I  \\, ,  in,  we  were  enter- 
tained with  a  great  deal  of  ]^--j  by  Captain  Wilmot 
and  his  new  Gang ,-  and  being  w  ell  prepared  for  all 
manner  of  Roguery,  bold,  defperate,  I  mean  my 
felf,    without  the  leafl:  Checks  of  Confcience,    for 

what- 
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what  I  was  cntred  upon,  or  for  any  Thing  I  migh*; 
do,  much  Icfs  with  any  Apprehenfion  of  what  might 
be  the  Confequence  of  it ;  I  fay,  having  thus  em- 
barked with  this  Crew,  which  at  lafl:  brought  me  to 
confort  with  the  moil  famous  Pyrates  of  the  Age, 
fome  of  whom  have  ended  their  Journals  at  the  Gal- 
lows :  I  think  the  giving  an  Account  of  fome  of  my 
other  Adventures  may  be  an  agreeable  Piece  of  Story ; 
and  this  I  may  venture  to  fay  before  Hand,  upon  the 
Word  cf  a  PYRATE,  that  I  fnall  not  be  able  to 
recoiledl  the  full,  no  not  by  far,  of  the  great  Variety 
which  has  formed  ore  of  the  moft  reprobate  Schemes 
that  ever  Man  was  capr-ble  to  prefent  to  the  World. 

I  that  was,  as  I  have  hinted  before,  an  original 
Thief,  and  a  Pyrate  even  by  Inclination  before,  was 
now  in  my  Element,  and  never  undertook  any  Thing 
in  my  Life  with  more  particular  Satisfaction. 

Captain  Wilmot,  for  fo  we  are  now  to  call  him, 
being  thus  poflefled  of  a  Snip,  and  in  the  Manner  as 
yoi:  have  heard,  it  may  be  eafily  concluded  he  had 
nothing  to  do  to  ibiy  in  the  Port,  or  to  wait  either 
the  Attempts  which  might  be  made  from  the  Shore, 
or  any  Change  v/hich  irnght  happen  among  his  Men. 
On  the  Contrary,  we  weighed  Anchor  the  fame  Tide, 
and  fi;ood  o-t  to  Sea,  fleering  away  for  the  Canaries. 
Our  Ship  had  Twenty  Two  Guns,  but  was  able  to 
carry  Thirty  j  and  befides,  as  ihe  was  fitted  out  for  a 
Aitrchpnt  Ship  only,  (he  was  not  furnifhed  either  with. 
Ammunition  or  {mall  Arms  fufficient-for  our  Defign, 
or  for  the  Occasion  v/e  might  have  in  Cafe  of  a  Fight; 
^o  \\t  put  into  Cadiz,  that  is  to  fay,  we  came  to  an 
Anchor  in  the  Bay;  and  the  Captain  and  one  whom 
we  call'd  young  Captain  Kid,  who  was  the  Gunner, 
and  fcrne  of  the  Men  who  could  bcfi  be  trufled,  a- 
mong  whom  was  my  Comrade  Harris^  who  was 
made  fecond  Mate,  and  my  felf  who  was  made  a 
Lieutenr.^nt ;  fome  Bales  of  Engiijh  Goods  were  pro- 
pofed  to  be  carried  on  Shore  with  us  for  Sale ;  but  my 
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Comrade,  who  was  a  compleat  Fellow  at  his  Bufi- 
Defs,  propofed  a  better  Way  for  it ;  and  having  been 
in  the  Town  before,  told  us  in  fnort,  that  he  would 
buy  what  Powder  and  Bullet,  fmall  Arms,  or  any 
thing  elfe  we  wanted,  on  his  own  Word,  to  be  paid 
for  when  they  came  on  Board,  in  fuch  Evglifl:>  Goods 
as  we  had  there.  This  was  by  much  the  beft  Way, 
and  accordingly  he  and  the  Captain  \vent  on  Shore 
by  themfelves,  and  having  made  fuch  a  Bargain  as 
they  found  for  their  Turn,  came  away  again  in  two 
Hours  time,  and  bringing  only  a  Buit  of  Wine,  and 
five  Calks  of  Brandy  with  them,  we  all  went  on 
Board  again. 

The  next  Morning  two  Barco  Longo's  came  off  to 
us  deep  Loaden,  with  five  Spaniards  on  board  them, 
for  Traffick.  Our  Captain  fold  them  good  Penny- 
worths, and  they  delivered  us  fixteen  Barrels  of  Pow- 
der, twelve  fmall  Runlets  of  fine  Powder  for  our 
fmall  Arms,  fixty  JMufquets,  and  twelve  Fuzees  for 
the  Officers ;  fe\-enteen  Ton  of  Cannon  Ball,  fifteen 
Barrels  of  Alufquet  Bullets,  with  fome  Sv.'crds,  and 
twerty  good  Pair  of  Piilols.  Befides  this,  they 
brought  thirteen  Butts  of  Vv'^ine  (for  we  that  were 
row  all  become  Gentlemen  fcorn'd-to  drink  the  Ship's 
Beer)  alfo  fixteen  Puricheons  of  Brandy,  with  twelve 
•Barrels  of  Raifir.s,  and  twenty  Chells  of  Lemons  : 
All  which  were  paid  for  in  EngUp  Goods ;  and  over 
and  above,  the  Captain  received  600  Pieces  of  Eight 
in  Money.  They  would  have  come  again,  but  we 
would  ilay  no  longer. 

From  hence  Vvc  failed  to  the  Canaries^  and  from 
thence  onward  to  the  Wsfl-Indies,  wiiere  we  commit- 
ted fome  Depredation  upon  the  Spaniards  for  Provi- 
fion,  and  took  fome  Prizes,  but  rone  of  any  great 
Value,  vvhile  I  remained  with  them,  which  was  not 
long  at  that  Time ;  for  having  taken  a  Spanijh  Sloop 
on  the  Coaft  of  Cartagena,  my  Fj  lend  made  a  Mo- 
tion to  me,  that  we  fliould  dcfire  Captain  Wilmot  to 
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put  us  Into  the  Sloop,  with  a  Proportion  of  Arm*; 
and  Ammunition,  and  let  us  try  what  we  could  do ; 
fhe  being  much  fitter  for  our  Bufinefs  than  the  great 
Ship,  and  a  better  Sailer.  This  he  confented  to, 
and  we  appointed  our  Rendezvous  at  Tobago,  mak- 
ing an  Agreement,  that  whatever  was  taken  by  ei- 
ther of  our  Ships,  fhould  be  fhared  among  the  Ship's 
Company  of  both;  all  which  we  very  puniSlually 
obferved,  and  join'd  our  Ships  again  about  fifteen 
Months  after,  at  the  Ifland  of  To/'^^jo,  as  above. 

We  cruifed  near  two  Years  in  thofe  Seas,  chiefly 
upon  the  Spaniart^s ;  not  that  we  m:.de  any  Difficul- 
ty of  taking  E'nglljh  Ships,  or  Dutch,  or  Trench,  if 
they  came  in  our  Way;  and  particularly  Captain 
Wilmot  attack'd  a  'Nc^.K!-England'i>\iV^  bound  from  the 
Maderas  to  'Jamaica',  and  another  bound  from  A^f-zv- 
York  to  Barbadoes,  with  Provifions ;  which  lafl  was 
a  very  happy  Supply  to  us.  B.it  the  Reafon  v^hy  we 
meddled  as  little  with  Engli/h  Velfels  as  we  could, 
was,  firft,  becaufe,  i(  they  were  Ships  of  any  Force, 
we  were  fure  of  more  Reiifcance  :Tom  them;  and  fe- 
condly,  becaufe  we  foand  the  EngUjh  Ships  had  lefs 
Booty  when  taken ;  for  the  Spaniards  generally  had 
Money  on  board,  and  that  v/as  what  we  beil  knew 
what  to  do  vi'ith.  Captain  Wilmot  was  indeed  more 
particularly  cruel  when  he  took  any  EngUJh  VeiTel, 
that  they  might  not  too  loon  have  Advice  of  hira  in 
England,  and  fo  the  Men  of  War  have  Orders  to  look 
out  for  him.  But  this  Part  I  bury  in  Silence  for  the 
prefent. 

We  encreafed  our  Stock  in  thefe  two  Years  confi- 
derably,  having  taken  60000  Pieces  of  Eight  in  one 
\  eflel,  and  1 00000  in  another ;  and  blrg  thus  firll 
grc./n  rich,  we  refolved  to  be  llrong  too;  :or  we  had 
taken  a  Brigantine  built  at  Virginia,  an  excellent  Sea 
Boat,  and  a  good  Sailer,  and  able  to  carry  tv/elve 
Guns;  and  a  la^ge  Spani/Iy  Frigat-built  Ship,  that 
failed  incomparably  vveU  r.ifo,  aiS  which  after\vards, 
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hj  the  Help  of  good  Carpenters,  we  fitted  up  to  car- 
ry twenty  eight  Guns.  And  now  we  wanted  more 
Hands,  fo  we  put  away  f(^r  the  Bay  of  Campeachjf 
not  doubting  we  fhould  fhip  as  many  Men  there  as 
we  plea  fed,  and  fo  we  did. 

Here  we  fold  the  Slcop  that  I  was  in;  and  Captain 
Wilmot  keeping  his  own  Ship,  I  took  the  Command 
of  the  Spmufh  Frigat,  as  Captain,  and  my  Comrade 
Harris  as  eldelt  Lieutenant,  and  a  bold  enterprizing 
Fellow  he  was  as  any  the  World  affv^rded.    One  Cul- 
fjerdine  was  put  into  the  Brigantine,  fo  that  we  were 
now  three  float  Ships,  well  Alann'd,  and  Vi6tualled 
for  twelve  Months ;  for  we  had  taken  two  or  three 
Sloops   from  Nen.v-England  and  Ne^va-Tork,    loaden 
with  Flour,   Peafe,  and  Barrell'd  Beef,  and  Fork, 
going  for  'Jamaica  and  Barbadoes ;  and  for  more  Beef 
we  went  on  Shore  on  the  Ifle  of  Cuba^  where  we 
killed  as  many  black  Cattle  as  we  pleafed,  tho'  we 
had  very  little  Salt  to  cure  them. 

Out  of  all  the  F.-izes  we  took  here,  we  took  their 
Powder  and  Bullet,  their  fmall  Arms  and  C  vdaifes; 
and  as  for  their  Men,  we  always  took  the  Surgeon 
and  the  Carpenter,  as  Perfons  who  were  of  particular 
Ufe  to  us  upon  many  Cccafioiis ;  nor  were  they  aU 
ways  unwilling  to  go  with  us,  tho'  for  their  own  Se- 
curity, in  Cafe  of  Accidents,  they  might  eaiily  pre- 
tend they  were  carried  away  by  Force,  of  v/hich  I 
l"hall  give  a  pleafant  Account  in  the  Courfe  of  my 
other  Expeditions. 

We  had  one  very  merry  Fellow  liere,  a  Quaker, 
whofe  Name  was  William  Walters^  v/hom  we  took 
out  of  a  Sloop  bound  from  Pepjikccnia  to  Barbadoes. 
He  was  a  Surgeon,  and  they  called  him  Doftor;  but 
he  was  not  employed  in  the  Sloop  ..s  a  Surgeon,  but 
was  going  to  Barbadoes  to  get  a  Birth,  as  the  Sailors 
call  it.  However,  he  had  all  his  Scrgeon's  Cheil  on 
board,  and  we  made  him  go  Vrdih  us,  and  take  all 
his  Implements  v/ith  him.   He  was  a  comjck  Fellow 
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indeed,  a  Man  of  very  good  folid  Senfe,  and  nn 
excellent  Surgeon ;  but  what  was  worth  all,  very 
good  huiuour'd  and  pleaiant  in  his  Converfation, 
and  a  bold,  ftout  Fellow  too,  as  any  we  had  among 
us. 

I  found  William,  as  I  thought,  not  very  avcrfe  to 
go  along  with  us,  and  yet  lelblved  tc  do  it  fo,^  that 
it  might  be  apparent  he  was  taken  away  by  Force; 
and  to  this  Purpofe  he  comes  to  me,  Friend,  fays 
he,  thou  fayell  I  mull  go  with  thee,  and  it  is  not 
in  my  Power  to  refill  thee,  if  I  would ;  but  I  de- 
fire  thou  wilt  oblige  the  Mailer  of  the  Sloop  which 
I  am  on  board,  to  certify  under  his  Hand  that  I- 
was  taken  away  by  Force,  and  againil  my  Wilh 
and  this  Jhe  faid  with  fo  much  Satisfaftion  in  his 
F'ace,  that  I  could  not  but  underiland  him.  Ay, 
ay,  fays  I,  whether  it  be  againil  your  Will  or  no, 
I'll  make  him  and  all  the  Men  give  you  a  Certifi- 
cate of  it,  or  I'll  take  them  all  along  with  us,  and 
keep  them  till  they  do  :  So  I  drew  up  the  Certifi- 
cate my  felf,  wliercin  I  wrote  that  he  was  taken 
away  by  main  Force,  as  a  Prifoner,  by  a  Pyrate 
Ship  ;  that  they  carried  away  his  Cheft  and  Iiiftru  - 
ments  firil,  and  then  bound  his  Hands  beliind  him, 
and  forced  liim  into  their  Boat;  and  thi:  v.as 
figned  by  the  Mailer  and  all  his  j\len. 

"^Accordingly  I  fell  a  fwearing  at  him,  and  called 
to  my  Men  to  fye  his  Hands  behind  hirn  and  fo  we 
put  him  into  oar  Boat,  and  carry'd  him  awa)'. 
When  I  had  hiin  on  board,  I  called  him  to  m.e  : 
Now,  Friend,  fays  I,  I  have  brougjit  you  away 
by  Force,  it  is  true,  but  I  am  not  of  the  Opinion  I 
have  brou gilt  you  away  fo  much  againfc  your  Will 
as  they  imagine  :  Come,  fays  I,  you  will  be  a  ufe- 
ful  Man  to  us,  and  you  fhall  have  A^ery  good  Ufage 
among  us ;  fo  I  unbound  his  Hands,  and  firll  or- 
xiercd  all  thines  that  belonc^cd  to  him  to  be  refLor- 
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ed    to    him,     and     cur      Captain    gave    him    a 
Dram. 

Thou  hall  dealt  friendly  by  me,  (ays  he,  and  PU 
be  plain  with  thee,  whether  I  came  willingly  to  thee 
or  not:  I  fhall  make  my  felf  as  ufeful  to  thee  as  I 
can ;  but  thou  knov/eli  it  is  not  my  Bufmefs  to 
meddle  when  thou  art  to  Tght.  No,  no,  fays  the 
Captain,  but  you  may  meddle  a  little  when  we  fhare 
the  Money.  Thofe  things  are  ufeful  to  furniih  a 
Surgeon's  Cheft,  fays  William ^  andfmiled;  but  I 
fhall  be  moderate. 

In  fliort,  William  was  a  mofl  agreeable  Compa- 
nion, but  he  had  the  better  of  us  in  this  Part,  that 
if  we  were  taken,  we  were  fure  to  be  hang'd,  and 
he  was  fure  to  efcape ;  and  he  knew  it  well  enoughs 
But  in  fliort  he  was  a  fprightly  Fellow,  and  fitter  to 
be  Captain  than  any  of  us.  I  fliall  have  often  an 
Occafion  to  fpeak  of  him  in  the  reft  of  the  Story. 

Our  Cruifmg  fo  long  in  thefe  Seas  began  now  to 
be  fo  well  known,  that  not  in  England  only,  but  im 
F^-nnce  and  Spain,  Accounts  had  been  made  publick 
of  our  Adventures,  and  many  Stories  told  how  we 
murthered  the  People  in  cold  Blood,  tying  them 
Back  to  Back,  and  throwing  them  into  the  Sea  ; 
one  half  of  which  however  was  not  true,  tho'  more 
was  done  than  it  is  fit  to  fpeak  of  here. 

The  Confequence  of  this  however  wis,    that  fe- 
veral  EyigUfo  Men  of  War  were  fent  to  the  Weji  In- 
ilics^  and  were    particularly  inllrudled  to   craize  in 
the  Bay  of  Mexico,  and  the  Gulph  of  Florida,  and 
among  the  Bahama  Iflands,  if  pcffiWe,  to  attack  us. 
We  were  not  fo  ignorant  of  things,    as    not  to   ex- 
]-e«ft  this,  after  fo  long  a  Stay  in  that   Part  of  the 
World ;  but   the   finl  certain   Account   we   had  of 
them,  was  at  the  Honduras,  when  a  Veflcl    coming 
in  frcm  Jamaica,  told    us,    that   two  EngUJJj  Men. 
vf  V»'',ir  were  coming   direftly    from    Jamaica    thi- 
rher.  in  ^^tll  of  u.-^.     We  were  indeed   as   it  wej« 
li  e-]7ibc:y'^ 
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embay'd,  and  could  not  have  made  the  leall  Shift  ta 
have  got  ofF,  if  they  had  come  direflly  to  us ;  but 
as  it  happen'd,  fome  body  had  informed  them  that 
we  were  in  the  Bay  of  Campeachy^  and  they  went 
direftly  thhher,  by  which  we  were  not  only  free  of 
them,  but  were  fo  much  to  the  Windward  of  them, 
that  they  could  not  make  any  Attempt  upon  us, 
tho'  they  had  known  we  were  there. 

We  took  this  Advantage,  and  flood  away  for  Car- 
ihagena,  and  from  thence  with  great  Difficulty  beat 
it  up  at  a  Diilance  from  under  the  Shore  for  St.  Mar- 
tha,  till  we  came  to  the  Dutch  Ifland  of  Curafoe,  and 
from  thence  to  the  Ifland  of  Tobago ;  which,  as  be- 
fore, was  our  Rendezvous ;  and  it  being  a  deferied 
uninhabited  Ifland,  we  at  the  fame  time  made  ufe  of 
3t  for  a  Retreat :  Here  the  Captain  of  the  Brigantlne 
■died,  and  Captain  Harris,  at  that  time  my  Lieute- 
nant, took  the  Command  of  the  Brigantine. 

Here  we  came  to  a  Refolution,  to  go  away  to  the 
Coaft  of  Brafil,  and  from  thence  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  fo  for  the  Eajl-hidies :  Bat  Captain  Har- 
ris^ as  I  have  faid,  being  now  Captain  of  the  Bri- 
gantbie,  ailed ged  that  his  Ship  was  too  fmall  for  ^o 
long  a  Voyage ;  but  that  if  Captain  Wih?iot  would 
confent,  he  v/ould  take  the  Hazard  of  another  Cruize^ 
and  he  v/ould  follow  us  in  the  firll  Ship  he  could 
take:  So  we  appointed  our  Rendezvous  to  be  at  Ma- 
Aaqafcar^  which  w'as  done  by  my  Recommendation 
of^the  Place,  and  the  Plenty  of  Provifions  to  be  had 
ihere. 

Accordingly  he  w-ent  away  from  us  in  an  £njil 
Hour,  for  inllead  of  taking  a  Ship  to  follow  us,  he 
was  taken,  as  I  heard  afterwards,  by  an  EngUJh  Alan 
of  War,  and  being  laid  in  Irons,  died  of  meer  Grief 
and  Anger  before  he  came  to  England:  His  Lieute- 
^nanr,  I  have  heard,  w^as  afterv.ards  executed  in  Eiig- 
land  for  a  Pyratc,  and  this  was  the  End  of  the  Man 
who  firii  brought  me  ir,to  this  unhappy  Trade. 

We 
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We  parted  from  Tobago  three  Days  after,  bending 
«ur  Courfe  for  the  Coall  ol  Brafil^  but  had  not  beere 
at  Sea  above  Twenty  Four  Hours,  when  we  were 
feparated  by  a  terrible  Storm,  which  held  three 
Days,  with  very  little  Abatement  or  Intermiflion. 
In  this  Jundture,  Captain  Wilmot  happenM  unluckily 
to  be  on  board  my  Ship,  very  much  to  his  Mortifica- 
tion ;  for  we  not  only  loft  Sight  of  his  Ship,  but  ne- 
ver faw  her  more,  till  we  came  to  Madagafca}\ 
where  fhe  was  caft  away.  In  fhort,  after  Iiaving  \n 
tWs  Tempeft  loft  our  Fore-Top-Maft,  we  were  forced 
to  put  back  to  the  Ifle  of  Tobago  for  Shelter,  and  to 
repair  our  Damage,  which  brought  us  all  very  near 
cur  Deftrudlion. 

We  v^ere  no  fooner  on  Shore  here,  and  all  very 
bufy  looking  out  for  a  Piece  of  Timber  for  a  Top- 
Klaft,  but  we  perceived  ftanding  in  for  the  Shore,  an 
Engli/h  Man  of  War  of  Thirty  fix  Guns :  It  was  a. 
great  Surprize  to  us  indeed,  becaufe  we  were  difabled 
lb  much,  but  to  our  great  good  Fortune  we  lay  pret- 
ty fnug  and  clofe  am.ong  the  high  Rocks,  and  the 
Man  of  War  did  not  fee  us,  but  ftood  oft' again  upoa 
-his  Cruife;  fo  we  only  obferved  which  Way  ftie 
v/ent,  and  at  Night  leaving  our  Work,  refolved  ta 
iland  oft"  to  Sea,  fteering  contrary  Way  from  that 
v/hich  v/e  obferved  ftie  went.  And  this  we  found 
had  the  de fired  Succefs,  for  we  faw  him  no  more* 
'Ye  had  gotten  an  old  Mizen  Top-Maft  on  board, 
■^hich  made  us  a  Jury  Fore-Top-Maft  for  the  prefent, 
and  fo  we  ftood  away  for  the  Ifle  Trinidad,  where, 
though  there  were  Spaniards  on  Shore,  yet  we  landed 
fome  Men  with  our  Boat,  and  cut  a  very  good  Piece 
of  Fir  to  make  us  a  new  Top-Maft,  which  we  got 
fitted  up  effedually,  and  alfo  we  got  fome  Cattle  here 
to  eke  out  our  Proviftons,  and  calling  a  Council  of 
War  among  our  felves,  v/e  refolved  to  quit  thofe  Seas 
for  the  prefent,  and  fteer  away  for  th«  Coaft  of 
Ji^-afil. 

H  2  The 
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The  firfl  thing  we  attempted  here,  was  only  getting 
f«efh  Water;  but  we  learnt,  that  there  lay  the  Por- 
tiignefe  Fleet  at  the  Bay  of  Jll-Sabits,  bound  for  Lif- 
hon,  ready  to  fail,  and  only  waited  for  a  fair  Wind ; 
this  made  us  lye  by,  wifhing  to  fee  them  put  to  Sea, 
and  accordingly  as  they  were,  with,  or  without  Con- 
voy, to  attack  or  avoid  them. 

It  fprung  up  a  frerti  Gale  in  the  Evening,  at  S 
W  by  W  which  being  fair  for  the  Portugal  Fleet, 
and  the  Weather  plealant  and  agreeable,  we  heard 
the  Signal  given  to  unmore,  and  running  in  under 
the  Ifland  ofi"/— — —  we  hauled  our  Main-Sail  and 
Fore-Sail  up  in  the  Brails,  lower'd  the  Top-Sail  upon 
the  Cap,  and  clewed  them  up  that  we  might 
3ye  as  fnug  as  we  could,  expeding  their  coming 
out  ;  and  the  next  Morning  faw  the  whole  Fleet 
come  out  accordingly,  but  not  at  all  to  our  Satisfacti- 
on, for  they  confiited  of  Twenty  fix  Sail,  and  moll 
€f  them  Ships  of  Force,  as  well  as  Burthen,  both 
Jvlerchant  Men  and  Men  of  War  ;  fo  feeing  there 
was  no  meddling,  we  lay  flill  where  we  was  alfo, 
till  the  Fleet  was  out  of  Sight,  and  then  ftocd 
off  and  on,  in  hopes  of  meeting  w^th  further  Pur- 
chafe. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  faw  a  Sail,  and  imme- 
diately gave  her  Chafe,  but  fhe  proved  an  excellent 
Sailer,  and  Handing  out  to  Sea,  we  faw  plainly  flic 
trailed  to  her  Heels,  that  is  to  fay,  to  her  Sails ; 
}\owever,  as  we  were  a  clean  Ship  we  gained  upon 
her,  tho'  flowly,  and  had  wx  had  a  Day  before  us, 
we  fnould  certainly  have  come  up  with  her,  but  it 
grew  dark  apace,  and  in  that  Cafe  we  knew  we 
Jliould  lofe  Sight  of  Ker. 

Our  merry  Quaker  perceiving  us  to  crowd  flill 
after  her  in  the  Dark,  wherein  we  could  not  fee 
which  way  fl:ie  went,  came  very  drily  to  me  ;  Friend 
Singleton,  fays  he,  doejl  thee  kmiv  ivhat  ^^e  are  do- 
ing? Says  I,  yesy  <v»hy  <vje  are  chafing  yon  Ship,    are 
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«tv^  not  ?  And  honjj  doefi  thou  knonjj  that,  fays  he  ver/ 
gravely  ftill  ?  Nay,  that  is  true,  fays  I  again,  iK-e 
cannot  be  fure.  Yes  Friend,  fays  he,  1  think  nve  may 
be  Jure  that  nve  are  running  atvay  from  her,  not  cha- 
fing her.  I  am  afraid,  adds  he,  thou  art  turned 
^hiaker,  and  haft  refolded  not  to  ufe  the  handofPonjuer, 
or  art  a  Coivard,   and  art  flying  from  thy  Enemy. 

What  do  you  mean,  fays  I,  I  think  I  fwore  at  him; 
<uihat  do  ye  fieer  at  no^jo  ?  you  haue  always  one  dty  Rub 
or  another  to  gi<ve  us. 

Nay,  fays  he,  it's  p/ain  enough,  the  ^hip  food  off  t9 
Sea  due  Eaf  on  purpofe  to  lofe  us,  and  thou  mayf  he 
fure  her  Bufnefs  does  not  lie  that  Way  ;  for  nxhat  /hould 
fje  do  at  the  Coafl  of  Africa  in  this  Latitude,  n.vhichf 
nvould  be  as  fir  South  as  Congo  or  Angola  ',  hut  a^ 
foon  as  it  is  dark,  t'rat  -Me Jhall  lofe  Sight  of  her,  f^e 
tvill  tack  and  fand  a^tjay  W,fi  again  for  the  Brafil 
Coaf,  and  for  the  Bay,  nvhere  thou  knonvef  fe  ^j:as 
going  before ;  and  are  not  ive  then  a  running  a~jcay 
from  her  ?  I  am  greatly  in  hopes.  Friend,  fays  thi' 
diy  gibing  Creature,  Thou  wilt  turn  Quaker,  for  I 
fee  thou  art  not  for  Fighting. 

Voy  -a'f// WILLIAM,  fays  I,  then  I  fmll  make 
an  excellent  Byrate.  However,  William  was  in  the 
right,  and  I  apprehended  what  he  meant  immediate- 
ly, and  Captain  Wilmot,  who  lay  very  fick  in  his 
Cabin,  overhearing  us,  underftcod  him  as  well  as  I, 
and  called  out  to  me,  that  William  v/as  right,  and 
it  was  our  beft  Way  to  change  our  Gourfe,  and  fland- 
away  for  the  Bay,  where  it  was  Ten  to  one  but  we 
fhould  fnap  her  in  the  Morning. 

Accordingly,  we  went  about  {hip,  got  crur  Lar- 
board Tacks  on  board,  fet  the  Top-gallant  Sails, 
and  crowded  for  the  Bay  of  All-Saints,  where  we 
came  to  an  Anchor,  early  in  the  Morning  jull  out 
of  Gun  Shot  of  the  Forts ;  we  furl'd  our  Sails  with^ 
Rope-Yarns,  that  we  might  haul  home  the  Sheets 
without  going  up  to  loofe  them,  and  lowering  our 
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Main  and  Fore  Yards,  looked  Juft  as  if  we  had  liua 
there  a  good  while. 

In  two  Hours  after,  we  faw  our  Game,  ftard- 
3ng  in  for  the  Bay  with  all  the  Sail  fhe  could  make, 
and  fhe  came  mnocently  into  our  very  Mouths,  for 
we  lay  Hill,  till  we  faw  her  almolt  within  Gun 
J^hot  i  when  our  Fore  Mafl  Gecrs  being  llretchcd 
fore  and  aft,  we  firft  run  up  our  Yards,  and  then 
hauled  home  the  Top-Sail  Sheets ;  the  Ropc-Yarns 
that  furled  them  giving  Way  of  themfelves,  the  Sails 
were  ietina  few  Minutes ;  at  the  fame  time  flipping 
•our  Cable,  we  came  upon  her  before  flie  could  get 
under  Way  upon  'tother  Tack  :  They  were  fo  iur- 
prized,  that  they  made  little  cr  no  Rtfiilance,  but 
ftruck  after  the  liril  Broad-Side. 

We  were  confidering  what  to  do  with  her,  when 
Willuim  came  to  me.  Hark  thee  Friend,  fays  he, 
thou  haft  made  a  fine  Spot  of  Work  of  it  nonv,  haji 
thou  72ot  ?  To  horro'vj  thy  Neighbour"* i  Ship  here,  juji 
at  thy  Neighbour  s  Door,  a/id  'never  of  him  Leave  ; 
mnv  doeft  thou  not  think  there  are  feme  Men  of  IVar  in 
the  F'ort,  thou  haf  given  them  the  Alarm  fifnciently  y 
thcu  ivilt  have  the?n  I'fcn  thy  Back  before  Isiight, 
depend  upon   it,    to   afz    ihee,     nxhertfore.     Thou  didj} 

Truly  William,  faid  I,  for  ought  1  hioiv,  that  may 
be  true:  What  then  fall  v^e  do  next?  Says  he,  thcu 
hajl  but  tvoo  things  to  do,  either  go  in  and  take  all  the 
reft,  for  elfe  get  thee  gone  before  they  cojne  out,  and  take 
thee ;  for  I  fee  they  are  hoifiing  a  Top-Maft  to  yon  great 
Ship,  in  order  to  put  to  Sea  i?nmediately,  and  they  vjoyit 
he  long  before  they  come  to  talk  vfith  thee  ;  and  'what 
fivilt  thou  fay  to  them, when  they  afk  thee  v:hy  thou  borrovj- 
edft  their  Ship  vcithout  Leave? 

As  William  faid,  fo  it  was,  we  could  feebyxJur 
Glaffes  that  they  were  all  in  a  Hurry flnannrng  and 
fitting  fome  Sloops  they  had  there,  and  a  large  Man 
cfWar,  and  it  was  plain  they  vvouid  foon  be  with 


Cap,  Singleton,  1/5. 

us ;  but  we  were  not  at  a  Lofs  what  to  do ;  we  fouiil 
the  Ship  we  had  taken  was  loaden  with  nothing  con- 
fiderable  for  our  Purpofe,  except  fome  Cocoa,  ibme 
Sugar,  and  Twenty  Barrels  of  Flower  ;  the  reft  of  her 
Loading  was  Hides ;  fo  we  took  out  all  we  thought 
for  our  Turn,  and  among  the  reft  all  her  Ammuni- 
tion, great  Shot, and  fmall  Arms,  and  turned  her  off; 
we  alfo  took  a  Cable  and  three  Anchors  fhe  h?.d, 
VI  hich  were  for  our  Purpofe,  and  fome  of  her  Sails; 
fhe  had  enough  left  juft  to  carry  her  into  Port,  and 
that  was  all. 

Having  done  this, we  ftood  on  upon  theBraJtl  Coafi:, 
Southward^  till  we  came  to  the  Klouth  of  the  River 
ya/ilero:  But  as  we  had  two  Days  the  Wind  blow* 
ing  hard  at  S  E  and  S  S  E  we  were  obliged  to  come 
to  an  Anchor  under  a  little  llland,  and  wait  for  a 
Vv''ind.  In  this  time  the  Portuguefe  had  it  feems  given 
Notice  over  Land  to  the  Governour  there,  that  a  Py- 
rate  was  upon  the  Coaft  ;  fo  that  when  we  came  in 
View  of  the  Port,  v/e  faw  two  ]\Ien  of  War  riding 
juft  without  the  Bar,  whereof  one  we  found  was 
getting  under  Sail  with  all  poflible  Speed,  having" 
flipt  her  Cable,  on  purpofe  to  fpeak  with  us  ;  the  o  - 
ther  was  not  fo  forward,  but  was  preparing  to  fol- 
low :  In  lefs  than  an  Hour  they  ftood  both  fair 
after  us,  with  all  the  Sail  they  could  make. 

Had  not  the  Night  come  on,  Williani's  Words 
had  been  made  good  ;  they  would  certainly  have  aflc- 
ed  us  the  Queftion  what  we  did  there?  for  we 
found  the  foremoft  Ship  gained  upon  us,  efpecially 
upon  one  Tack ;  for  we  plied  away  from  them  to 
Windward,  but  in  the  Dark  lofmg  Sight  of  them, 
we  refolved  to  change  our  Courfe,  and  ftand  away 
diredly  to  Sea,  not  doubting  but  we  ftiould  lofe  them 
in  the  Night. 

Whether  the  Portuguefe  Commander  gueiTed   we 

would  do  fo  or  no,  I  know  not  i    but  in  the  Morn- 
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mg  when  the  Day-J.ight  appeared,  inflcad  of  ha- 
ving loll  him,  we  found  him  in  Chafe  of  us,  abou^ 
a  League  a -Stern;  only  to  our  great  good  Fortune 
we  could  fee  but  one  of  the  two;  however  this  one 
was  a  great  Ship,  carried  fix  and  forty  Guns,  and 
an  admirable  Sailer,  as  appeared  by  her  out-failing 
usj  for  our  Ship  was  an  excellent  Sailer  too,  as  I 
have  faid  before- 

When  I  found  this,  I  eafily  faw  there  was  no 
Remedy,  but  we  muft  engage  i  and  as  we  knew  we 
«ould  exped  no  Quarters  from  thofe  Scoundrels  the 
Forttigiiefey  a  Nation  I  had  an  original  Averfion  to, 
I  let  Captain  Wilmot  know  how  it  was.  The  Cap- 
tain, fck  as  he  was,  jumped  up  in  the  Cabin,  and 
would  be  led  out  upon  the  Deck,  for  he  was  very 
weak,  to  fee  how  it  was ;  well,  fays  he,  we'll  f  ght 
them. 

Our  Men  were  all  in  good  heart  before,  but  to 
fee  the  Captain  fo  brilk  who  had  lain  ill  of  a  Calen- 
ture Ten  or  Eleven  Days,  gave  them  double  Cou- 
rage, and  they  went  all  Hands  to  work  to  mak« 
a  clear  Ship  and  be  ready.  William  the  Quaker 
comes  to  me  with  a  kind  of  a  Smile  ;  Friend,  fays 
lie,  what  does  yon  Ship  follow  us  for  ?  Why  fays  I, 
to  f.ght  us  you  may  be  fure ;  Well,  fays  he,  and 
will  he  come  up  with  us  doft  thou  think  r  Yes, 
itiid  I,  you  fee  fhe  will.  Why  then,  Friend,  fays  the 
dry  Wretch,  why  doft  thou  run  from  her  fiill,  when 
thou  feeft  fhe  will  overtake  thee  ?  Will  it  be  better 
for  us  to  be  overtaken  further  off  than  here?  Much  at 
one  for  that,  fays  I;  why  what  would  you  have 
us  do  ?  Do !  fays  he,  let  us  not  giv^e  the  poor  Man 
more  Trouble  than  needs  mufl ;  let  us  llay  for  him, 
and  hear  v/hat  he  has  to  fay  to  us ;  he  will  talk  to  us 
in  Pov.  der  and  Ball  faid  I :  Very  well  then,  fays  he, 
if  that  be  his  Country  Language,  we  muft  talk  to 
him  in  the  famt,  muft  we  not  ?  Or  €i{t  how  fliaU 
he  underfland  us  ?  Very  well  William,  fays    I,    v/e 
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nnderRand  you ;  and  the  Captain  as  ill  as  he  was,, 
called  to  me,  Wiiriam\  right  again,  fays  he,  as 
good  here  as  a  League  further ;  fo  he  gives  a  Word 
of  Command,  Haul  up  the  Main-Sail,  we'll  Ihorten 
Sail  for  him. 

Accordingly  we  fhortened  Sailj  and  as  we  expefled 
her  upon  our  Lee  Side,  we  being  then  upon  our 
Starboard  Tack,  brought  1 8  of  our  Guns  to  the 
Larboard  Side,  refolving  to  give  him  a  Broad-Side 
that  fhould  warm  him ;  it  was  about  half  an  Hour 
before  he  came  up  with  us,  all  which  time  we  luffed, 
up,  that  we  might  keep  the  Wind  of  him,  by 
which  he  was  obliged  to  run  up  under  our  Lee,  as 
we  defgned  him  ,  when  we  got  him  upon  our  Quar- 
ter we  edged  down  and  received  the  Fire  of  five  or  fiX 
of  his  Guns ;  by  this  time  you  may  be  fure  all  ouc 
Hands  v/ere  at  their  Quarters,  fo  we  clapt  our  Helm 
hard  a  Weather,  let  go  the  Lee  Braces  of  the  Main 
Top  Sail,  and  laid  it  a-back,  and  fo  our  Ship  fell 
athwart  the  Portuguefe  Ship's  Hawfc;  then  we  imme- 
diately poured  in  our  Broad-Side,  raking  them  fore 
and  aft,  and  killed  them  a  great  many  Men. 

The  Vortuguefe,  we  could  fee,  were  in  the  utmofi: 
Confufion  J  and  not  being  aware  of  our  Delign^ 
their  Ship  having  frefli  Way,  run  their  Bblt{prit  into- 
the  fore  Part  of  our  main  Shrouds,  as  that  they  could 
not  eafily  get  clear  of  us,  and  fo  we  lay  locked  after 
that  Manner,  the  Enemy  could  not  bring  above  two 
or  three  Guns,  beiides  their  Small-Arms,  to  bear  upon 
us,  while  we  played  our  whole  Eroadfide  upon  him, 
Jn  the  middle  of  the  Heat  of  this  Figiit,  as  I 
was  very  bufy  upon  die  Quarter  Deck,  the  Captain 
calls  to  me,  for  he  never  llirred  from  us,  Wi\at  the 
Devil  is  Friend  William  a-doing  yonder,  fays  the 
Captain,  has  he  any  Blifmefs  upon  Deck  ?  I  ftepc 
forward,  and  there  was  Friend  Willlatn  with  two  or 
three  (lout  Fellows  lathing  the  Ship's  Bowfprit  fail  to 
cur  Maiu-MaH,  for  fear  they  fhould  get  away  from 
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ns ;  and  every  now  and  then  he  pulled  a  Bottle  out 
of  his  PocJcet,  and  gave  the  Men  a  Dram  to  encou- 
rage them.  The  Shot  flew  about  his  Ears  as  thick 
as  miy  be  fuppofed  in  fuch  an  Adion,  where  the 
Poffuguefe,  to  give  them  their  Due,  fought  very 
brificly,  believing  at  firft  they  were  fure  of  their 
Game,  and  trulling  to  their  Superiority  j  but  there 
\y^s  William,  as  compofed,  and  in  as  perfed  Tran- 
quility as  to  Danger,  as  if  he  had  been  over  a  Bowl 
©f  Punch,  only  very  bufy  fecuring  the  Matter,  that 
a  Ship  of  forty -fix  Guns  Ihould  not  run  away  from  a 
Ship  of  eight  and  twenty. 

This  Work  was  too  liot  to  hold  long  ;  our  Men 
behaved  bravely  ;    our    Gunner,  a    gallant    A4an, 
jfhouted  below,  pouring  in  his  Shot  at  fuch  a  Rate, 
that  the  Portuguefe  began  to  llacken  their  Fire  ;  we. 
Jiad  difmounted  feveral  of  their  Guns  by  firing  in  at 
their  Forecaftle,  and  raking  them,  as  I   faid,  fore 
and  aft  ;  and  prefently  comes  William  up   to  me ;. 
Friend,  fays  he,  very  calmly.  What  doejl  thou  mean  ? 
Why  doejl  thou  not  n:ijit  thy  Neighbour  in  the  Ship,  the 
Dear  being  open  for  thee?  I  underflood  him  immedi- 
ately, for  our  Guns  had  fo  tore  their  Hull,  that  we 
Jb.ad  beat  two  Port-Holes   into  one,   and  the  Bulk 
Head  of  their  Steerage  was  fplit  to  Pieces,  that  they 
could  not  retire  to  their  ciofe  Quarters  ;  fo  I   gave 
the  Word  immediatel}-  lo  board  tliem.     Our  Second 
Lieutenant,   with  about  thirty  Alen,  entered  in  an 
Infbjit  over  the  Forecaille,  followed  by  fome  more^ 
with  the  Boatfwain,    and  cutting  in  Pieces  about 
twenty-five  Men  that  they  found  upon  the  Deck,  and 
then  throwing  fome  Grenadoes   into   the  Steerage^ 
sliev  entered  there  alfo  ;  upon  which  the  Portuguefe 
cried  Quarter  prefently,  and  we  maitered  the  Ship, 
contrary  indeed  to   our  own  Expedlation  i  for  we 
^'ould  have  compounded  with  them,  if  they  would 
liave  Iheered  oif,  but  laying  them  athwart  the  Hawis 
s.£  Jaril^  and.  folbwing  our  Fire  furioully,   without 
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giving  them  any  time  to  get  clear  of  us,  and  work 
their  Ship ;  by  this  means,  tho'  they  had  fix  and 
forty  Guns,  they  were  not  able  to  point  them  for- 
v/Ard,  as  I  faid  above,  for  we  beat  them  immediate- 
ly from  their  Guns  in  the  rorccalHe,  and  killed 
them  abundance  of  Men  between  Decks,  fo  that 
Wiien  v/e  entered  they  had  hardly  found  Men  enough 
to  fight  us  Hand  to  Hand  upon  their  Deck. 

The  Surprize  of  Joy,  to  hear  the  Portuguefe  cry 
Quarter  and  fee  their  Ancient  llruck,  was  fo  great 
to  our  Captain,  who  as  I  have  faid,  was  reduced 
very  weak  with  a  high  Fever,  that  it  gave  him  new 
Life  ;  Nature  conquered  the  Diilemper,  and  the 
Fever  abated  that  very  Night :  So  that  in  two  or 
three  Days  he  was  fenfibly  better,  his  itrengtii  began 
to  come,  and  he  was  able  to  give  his  Orders  effedlu- 
ally  in  every  thing  that  was  material,  and  in 
about  ten  Days  was  entirely  well,  and  about  the 
Ship. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  took  PoffeiTion  of  the  Fortu- 
■gv.efe  Man  of  War,  and  Captain  WVviot  made  me^, 
or  rather  I  made  m.y  felf,  Captain  of  her  for  the 
prefent  \  about  Thirty  of  their  Seamen  took  Service 
with  us,  fome  of  which  were  French,  ferae  Genoefcj 
and  we  fct  the  reft  on  Shore  the  next  Day,  on  a 
little  Iiland  on  the  Coaft  of  BrafJ,  except  fome 
wounded  Men  v,'ho  were  not  in  a  Condition  to  be 
removed ;  and  whom  we  were  bound  to  keep  oa 
board,  but  we  had  an  Occafion  afterwards  to  difpofe 
of  them  at  the  Car>e,  where  at  their  own  Reaueil 
we  fet  them  on  Shore. 

Captain  JFilmot,  as  foon  as  the  Ship  was  taken^,' 
and  tlie  Priioners  ftovved,  was  for  ftanding  in  for 
the  River  'Janiero  ao;ain,  not  doubting  but  we  fhould 
xneet  with  the  other  J^iai  of  War,v/honot  havingbeeu 
able  to  find  us,  and  having  loft  the  Company  of  her 
Comrade,  would  certainly  be  returned,  and  inight 
be  furprizcd  by  the  Ship  we  had  taken^    'i^  we 
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carried  Fortuguefe  Colours,    and  our  Men  were  ?il 
for  it. 

But  our  Friend  William  gave  us  better  Counfel ; 
for  he  came  to  me,  Friend,  fays  he,  I  undcrftand 
the  Captain  is  for  failing  back  to  the  Ria  Janicrfr^ 
in  Hopes  to  meet.vvith  the  other  Ship  that  was  in 
Chafe  of  thee  yeflerday  ;  is  it  true,  doft  thou  intend 
it  ?  Why,  yes,  fays  I,  William,  pray  why  not  ? 
.Nay,y2y.7  he,  thou  mayefl  do  fo  if  thou  wilt.  Well, 
I  know  that  too,  William,  faid  I ;  but  the  Captam 
is  a  Man  will  be  ruled  by  Rcafon  ;.  what  have  you 
to  fay  to  it?  Why,  fays  William  gravely,  I  only 
i/k  what  is  thy  Bufinefs,  and  the  Bufmefs  of  all  the 
People  thou  hail  with  thee  ?  Is  it  not  to  get  Money? 
Ves,  Williarty  it  is  fo,  in  our  honed  Way :  And 
wouldefi  thou,  fa}-s  he,,  rather  have  Money  without 
Fighting,  or  Fighting  without  Money  ?.  1  mean, 
which  wouldeil  thou  have  by  Choice,  fuppofe  it  to 
be  left  to  thee  ?  O  William,  Jays  I,  the  firft  of  the 
two,  to  be  fu re.  Why  then,  fays  he,  what  great 
■Gain  hail  thou  made  of  the  Prize  thou  haft  takea 
now,  tho*  it  has  coil  the  Lives  of  thirteen  of  thy 
Men,  befides  fome  hurt  ?  It  is  true,  thou  hall  got 
tkio.  Ship  and  fome  Prifoners,  but  thou  v/ouldeil  have 
had  twice  the  Booty  in  a  Merchant  Ship,  with  not 
one  Quarter  of  the  Fighting  ;  and  kow  doll  thoa 
know  either  what  Force,  or  what  Number  of  Men 
may  be  in  the  other  Snip,  and  what  Lofs  tliou  ma)'r 
ell  fuiFer,  and  what  Gain  it  ihall  be  to  thee,,  if  thou 
tiike  her  ?  I  think  indeed  thou  may'H  much  better 
let  her  alone. 

WTxy,  William,  it  is  true  faid  I,  and  I'll  go  tell 
the  Captain  what  your  Opinion  is,  and  bring  you 
Word  what  he  fays.  Acc4)rdir.gly  I  went  to  the 
Captain,,  and  told  him  WiIIiam\  Reafons,  and  the 
Captain  was  of  his  Mind,  that  our  Baunefs  was  in^ 
deed  fighting  Vv'hen  we  could  not  help  it,  but  that 
cur  Main  AEiir  was  IVloney,  and  that  with  as  (c^ 
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Blows  as  we  could  ;  fo  that  Adventure  was  laid  afrde, 
and  we  flood  along  Shore  again  South  for  the  River 
lie  la  Plata,  expeding  fome  Purchafe  thereabouts  i 
efpecially  we  had  our  Eyes  upon  fome  of  the  SpanijTj 
Ships  from  the  Buenos  Jyres,  which  are  generally 
very  rich  in  Silver,  and  one  fuch  Prize  would  have 
done  our  Bufmefs.  We  ply'd  about. here  in  the  La- 
titude of  near  22  deg.  South  for  near  a  Month,  and 
nothing  ofFer'd ;  and  here  we  began  to  confult  what 
we  fhould  do  next,  for  we  had  come  to  no  Refla- 
tion yet.  Indeed  my  Defign  was  always  for  the 
Cape  de  Bona  Speranza,  and  fo  to  the  Eaji  hidies. 
I  had  heard  fome  flaming  Stories  of  Captain  J^cry, 
and  the  fine  things  he  had  done  In  the  Indies,  which 
were  doubled  and  doubled  even  Ten  Thoufand- 
fold  ;  and  from  taking  a  great  Prize  in  the  Bay  of 
Bengal,  where  he  took  a  Lady  faid  to  be  the  Great 
MoguPs  Daughter,  with  a  great  Quantity  of  Jew- 
sis  about  her,  we  had  a  Story  told  us,  that  he 
took  a  Mogiil  Ship,  fo  the  foolifli  Sailors  called  it, 
loadcn  with  Diamonds. 

I  would  fain  have  had  Friend  William\  Advice, 
whither  we  {hould  go,  but  he  always  put  it  off  with 
feme  faking  Quibble  or  otlier.  In  Ihort,  he  did 
not  care  for  diredting  us  neither  >  whether  he  made 
a  Piece  of  Con-cience  of  it,  or  whether  he  did  not 
care  to  venture  having  it  come  againfi  him  afterwards, 
or  no,  this  I  know  not  j  but  we  concluded  at  lai^ , 
without  him. 

We  were  however  pretty  long  in  refolving,  and 
hanker'd  about  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  a  long  time ; 
at  laft  we  fpyed  a  Sail  to  Windward,  and  it  w^s 
fuch  a  Sail  as  I  believe  had  not  been  fecn  in  that 
Part  of  the  World  a  great  while  j  it  v/anted  not 
that  we  IhouJd  give  it  Chafe,  for  it  flood  direfry 
towards  us,  as  well  as  they  that  lleered  could  make 
it ;  and  even  that  was  more  Accident  of  Weather 
than  any  thing  elfe :    For  if   the  Wind  had  chopt 
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about  any  where,  they  muft  have  gor  c  with  it.      I 
leave  any  Man  that  is  a  Sailor,  or  undcrftands  any 
thing  of  a  Ship,  to  judge  what  a  iMgure  this  Ship 
made  when  we  firll  faw   her,    and    v\  '.at  we  could 
imagine  was  the  Matter  with  her.     1  Ic r  Main  Top- 
Mall  was  come  by  tlie  Board,  about  fix  Foot  above 
the  Cap,  and  fell  forward,  the  Head  of  the  Top-gal- 
lant Mall,  hanging  in  the  Fore  Shrouds  by  the  Stay  j 
at  the  fame  time  the  Pareil  of  theMizenTopfail  Yard, 
by  fome  Accident  givingWay,  the  MizenTopfail  Bra- 
ces,  ^the  Handing  Part  of   which  being   fail  to  the 
Main  Topfail  Shrouds)  brought  the  Miz^n  Topfail, 
Yard  and  all,  down  with  it,  which  fpread  over  Part 
of  the  Qiarter  Deck  like  an  Awning  :    The  Fore- 
Topfail  was  hoilled  up  two  Thirds  of  the  Mali,  but 
the  Sheets  were  flown.     The  Fore  Yard  was  lovver'd 
down  upon  the  Forecaitle,  the  Sail  loofe  and  Part  of 
it  hanging  over-board.     In  this    Manner  flie  came 
down  upon  us  with  the  Wind  quartering  :  in  a  Word, 
the  Figure  the  v>'hole  Ship  made,  v/as  the  moll   con- 
founding to  Men  that  underflood  the  Sea,  that  ever 
was  feen  ;    fhe  had  no  Boat,  neither  had  fhe   any 
Colours  out. 

When  we  came  near  to  her,  we  fired  a  Gun  to 
bring  her  to.  She  took  no  Notice  of  it,  nor  of  us, 
but  came  on  jail  as  flie  did  before.  We  fired  again,, 
but  'twss  all  one  :  At  length  we  came  within  Piilol 
Shot  of  one  another,  but  no  body  anfvv'ered  nor  iip- 
peared  ;  fo  we  began  to  think  that  it  was  a  Ship 
gone  aihore  fom.ev.here  in  Diflreff,  and  the  Men 
havinp-  forfakino-  her,  the  hip;h  Tide  hnd  floated  her 
ofi:'toSca.  Commg  nearer  to  her,  we  run  up  along 
Side  of  her  fo  clofe,  that  we  could  hear  a  Noiie 
within  her,  and  fee  the  Motion  of  feveral  People  thro* 
her  Ports. 

Upon  this  we  Mann'd  out  two  Boats  full  of  Men, 
and  very  well  armed,  and  ordered  them  to  board  her 
^tthe  fame  Minute^,  as  near  as  they  could,   and  to 
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enter  one  at  her  Fore-chains  on  one  Side,   and   the 
other  a  Mid-(hip  on  the  other  Side.     As  foon  as  they 
came  to  the  Ship's  Side,    a   lurprizing   Multitude   of 
black    Sailors,    fuch  as   they  ^.verCy    appeared   upon 
Deck,  and   in   fhort  terrifyed  our  Men  To    much, 
that  the  Boat  which  was  to  enter  her  Men  in  the 
Wafte,  ftocd  ofF  again,   and  durft  not   board    her  ;- 
and  the  Men  that  entered  out   of  the  other  Boat, 
finding  the  firll  Boat,  as  they  thought,  beaten  off, 
and  feeing  the  Ship  full  off  Men,  jump'd  all  back 
again  into  their  Boat,    and  put   off,    not   knowing 
what  the  Matter  was.     Upon  this  we  prepared  to 
pour  in  a   Broadfide  upon   her.      But    cur   Friend 
William  fet  us  to  Rights  again  here ;  for  it   ieems 
he  guefs'd  how   it    was    fooner  than   we   did,   and 
coming  up  to  me  (for  it  was  our  Ship  that  came  up 
with  her)  Friend,  fays  he,  I  am  of  Opinion  thou  art 
wrong  in  this  Matter,  and  thy  Men  have  been  wrong 
alfo  in  their  Condud  :  I'll  tell  thee    how   thou  fhalt 
take  this  Ship,  without  making  ufe  of  thofe  things 
call'd  Guns.     How  can  that  be,    William,    faid  I, 
Why,  faid  he,  thou  mayft  take  her  with  thy  Kelm  i 
thou  feed  they  keep  no  Steerage,  and  thou  feeil:  the 
Condition  they  are  in ;  board  her  with  thy  Ship  upon 
her  Lee  Quarter,  and  fo  enter  her  from  the  Ship  ;  I 
sm  perfvvaded  thcu  wilt  take  her  without   Fighting,. 
for  there  is  fome  Mifchief  has  befallen  the  Ship,  which 
we  know  nothing  of. 

In  a  Word,  it  being  a  fmooth  Sea,  and  little 
V/ind,  I  took  his  Advice,  and  lay'd  her  aboard^ 
Immediately  our  Men  entered  the  Ship  where  we 
found  a  large  Ship  with  upwards  of  600  Negroes,. 
Men  and  Women,  Boys  and  Girls,  and  not  one 
Chriftian,  or  white  Man,  on  board. 

I  was  ftruck  with  Horror  at  the  Sight,  for  imme- 
diately I  concluded  as  was  partly  the  Cafe,  that  thefe 
black  Devils  had  get  loofe,  had  murthered  all  the 
white  Men. and  throv/n  them  into  the  Sea  ;  and  I  had 
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no  fooner  told  my  Mind  to  the  Men,  but  tiiC 
Thought  of  it  fo  enraged  them,  that  I  had  much 
ado  to  keep  my  Alen  from  cutting  them  all  in  Pieces. 
But  William,  with  many  perfwafions  prevailed  upon 
them  by  telling  of  them,  that  it  was  nothing  but 
what,  if  they  were  in  the  Negroes  Condition,  they 
would  do,  if  they  could  ;  and  that  the  Negroes  had 
really  the  higheft  Injultice  done  them,  to  be  fold  for 
Slaves  without  their  Confent ;  and  that  the  Law  of 
Nature  didattd  it  to  them  ;  that  they  ought  not  to 
kill  them,  and  that  it  would  be  wilful  Murder  tcdo 
it. 

This  prevailed  w  ith  them,  and  cooled  their  firll 
Heat ;  fo  they  only  knocked  down  twenty  or  thirty 
of  them,  and  the  rell  run  all  down  between  Decks 
to  their  firft  Places,  believing,  as  we  fancyed,  that 
we  were  their  firft  Mailers  come  again. 

It  was  a  moil  unaccountable  Difficulty  we  had 
next,  for  we  could  not  make  them  underliand  one 
Word  we  fald,  nor  could  we  underftand  one  Word 
our  felves  that  they  faid.  We  endeavoured  by  Signs- 
to  afk  thtm  whence  they  came,  but  they  could  make 
nothing  of  it  -,  we  pointed  to  the  Great  Cabin,  to 
the  Roi'.nd-houfe,  to  the  Cock-rocm,  then  to  our 
Faces,  to  lilk  if  they  had  no  white  Men  on  board, 
and  where  they  v/ere  gone  ?  But  they  could  not  under- 
Hand  w  hat  we  meant:  Cn  the  ether  Hand,  tJiey 
pointed  to  our  Ecatand  to  their  Ship,  afkirg  Qnefticiis 
?i)  well  as  they  could,  and  faid  a  Thoufand  things- 
and  exprcfled  themfelves  with  great  Earneflnefs,  but 
we  could  rot  underfland  a  Word  of  it  all,  or  knew 
what  they  meant  by  any  of  their  Signs. 

We  knew  very  well  they  miifl  huve  been  taken 
on  board  the  Ship  as  Slaves,  and  that  it  mufl  be  by 
fome  Eurcpean  People  too.  Vv^'e  could  cafily  fee  that 
the  Ship  was  2i  Dutch -hxiiiX.  Ship,  but  very  much 
altered,  having  been  bui't  upon,  and  as  we  fuppofe, 
\XiFia7ice\  for  we  found  two  or  three  Trench  Books 
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on  board,  and  afterwards  we  found  Clothes,  Linnen, 
Lace,  fome  old  Shoes,  and  feveral  other  things :  We 
found  among  the  Provifions,  fome  Barrels  of  IrijTy 
Beef,  fome  Ne-ivfoundland  Fifh,  and  feveral  other 
Evidences  that  there  had  been  Chrillians  on  board, 
but  faw  no  Remains  of  them.  We  found  not  a 
Sword,  Gun,  Piftol,  or  Weapon  of  any  kind,  ex- 
cept fome  CutlaiTes ;  and  the  Negroes  had  hid  them 
below  where  they  lay.  We  afked  them  what  wa3 
become  of  all  the  fmall  Arms,  pointing  to  our  own, 
and  to  the  Places  where  thofe  belonging  to  the  Ship 
had  hung  :  One  of  the  Negroes  underilood  me  pre- 
fently,  and  beckoned  to  me  to  com.e  up  upon  the 
Deck,  where  taking  my  Puzee,  which  I  never  let 
go  out  of  my  Hand  for  fome  time  after  we  had 
maftered  the  Ship ;  I  fay,  offering  to  take  hold  of 
it,  he  made  the  proper  Motion  of  throwing  it  into 
the  Sea,  by  which  I  underilood,  as  I  did  afterwa'-ds, 
that  they  had  thrown  all  the  fmall  Arms,  Pov/der, 
Shot,  Sword?,  ijfc.  into  the  Sea,  believing,  as  I  fup- 
pofed,  thofe  things  would  kill  them  tho'  the  Men  were 
gone. 

After  we  underilood  this,  we  made  no  Queftlon 
but  that  the  Ship's  Crew  having  been  furprized  by 
thefe  defperate  Rogues,  had  gone  the  fame  Way, 
and  had  been  thrown  over-board  alfo.  We  look'd 
all  over  the  Ship  to  fee  if  we  could  find  any  Blood, 
and  we  thought  we  did  perceive  fome  in  feveral  Places ; 
but  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  melting  the  Pitch  and  Tar 
upon  the  Decks,  made  it  impoffible  for  us  to  difcern 
it  exasflly,  except  in  the  Round  houfe,  where  we 
plainly  faw  that  there  had  been  much  Blood.  We 
found  the  Skuttle  open,  by  which  we  fuppofed  the 
Captain  and  thofe  that  were  with  him  had  made 
their  Retreat  into  the  Great  Cabin,  or  thofe  in 
the  Cabin  had  made  their  Efcape  up  into  the 
Round-houfe. . 

But. 
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But  that  which  confirmed  us  mod  of  all  in  what 
hnd  happened,  was,  that  upon  farther  Enquiry  we 
found  that  there  were  feven  or  eight  of  the  Negroes 
very  mucli  wounded,  two  or  three  of  them  with 
Shot;  whereof  one  had  his  Leg  broke,  and  lay  irr 
a  miferable  Condition,  the  Flefli  being  mortified, 
and,  as  our  Friend  William  faid,  in  two  Days, 
more  he  would  have  died.  JVilliam  was  a  moll 
dexterous  Surgeon,  and  he  fliewed  it  in  this  Curcr 
for  tho'  all  the  Surgeons  we  had  on  board  both, 
our  Ships  (and  we  had  no  lefs  than  five  that  called 
themfelves  bred  Surgeons,  belides  two  or  tliree  who 
were  Pretenders  or  Aiiiilants)  and  all  thefe  gave  their 
Opinions  that  the  Negroe's  Leg  muft  be  cut  off,  and 
that  his  Life  could  not  be  faved  without  it ;  that  the 
Mortification  had  touched  the  Marrow  in  the  Bone, 
that  the  Tendons  v/ere  mortified,  and  that  he  could 
never  have  the  Ufe  of  his  Leg,  if  it  ihould  be  cured. 
William  faid  nothing  in  general,  but  that  his  Opinion 
was  otherv/ife,  and  that  he  defired  the  Wound  might 
be  fearch'd,and  that  he  would  then  tell  them  farther. 
Accordingly  he  went  to  Work  with  the  Leg,  and^ 
as  he  defired  he  might  have  fome  of  the  Surgeons 
to  affift  him,  we  appointed  him  two  of  the  ableft  of 
them  to  help,  and  all  of  them  to  look  on,  if  they 
thought  fit. 

William  went  to  Work  his  own  Way,  and  fome 
of  them  pretended  to  find  Fault  at  firft.  However, 
he  proceeded,  and  fearch'd  every  Part  of  the  Leg 
where  he  fufpedled  the  Mortification  had  touch'd  it : 
In  a  Word,  he  cut  off  a  great  deal  of  mortified  Flelh ; 
in  all  which  the  poor  Fellow  felt  no  Pain.  William 
proceeded  till  he  brought  the  Veffels  which  he  had 
cut  to  bleed,  and  the  Man  to  cry  out :  Then  he  re- 
duced the  Splinters  of  the  Bone,  and  calling  for  Help, 
fet  it^  as  vje  call  it,  and  bound  it  up,  and  laid  the 
A4an  to  Reft,  who  fouad  liimfelf  much  eafier  than 
feefore.. 

At 
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At  the  firft  Opening,  the  Surgeons  began  to  tri- 
umph, the  Mortification  reem''d  to  fpread,  and  a  long 
Ted  Streak  of  Blood  appeared  from  the  Wound  up- 
wards to  the  Middle  of  the  Man's  Thigh,  and  the 
Surgeons  told  me  the  Man  would  die  in  a  few  Hours:. 
I  went  to  look  at  it,  and  found  Willia7n  himfelf  un- 
der fome  Surprize ;  but  v/hen  I  afk'd  him  how  long 
he  thought  the  poor  Fellow  could  live,  he  look'd 
gravely  up  at  me,  and  faid.  As  long  as  thou  canfl :  I 
am  not  at  all  apprehenfive  of  his  Life,  faid  he,  but  I 
Vv'ould  cure  him  if  I  could^  without  making  a  Crip- 
ple of  him.  I  found  he  was  rot  jull:  then  upon  the. 
Operation,  as  to  his  Leg,  but  was  mixing  up  fome- 
thing  to  give  the  poor  Creature,  to  repel,  as  I 
thought,  the  fpreading  Contagion,  and  to  abate  or 
prevent  any  fcveriHi  Temper  that  might  happen  in 
the  Blood  :  After  which  he  went  to  Work  again,  and 
open'd  the  Leg  in  two  Places  above  the  Wound,  cut- 
ting cut  a  great  deal  of  mortified  Fiefh,  which  it 
feems  was  cccafioned  by  the  Bandage  which  had 
prefs'd  the  Parts  too  much,  and  withal,  the  Blood 
bemg  at  that  time  in  a  more  than  common  Dilpofi- 
tion  to  mortify,  might  aflill  to  fpread  it. 

Well,  our  Friend  Willia7n  conquer'd  all  this^^ 
clear'd  the  fpreading  Mortification,  that  the  red 
Streak  v^cnt  off  again,  the  Flefli  began  to  heal,  and 
Matter  to  run  -,  and  in  a  fev/  Days  the  Man's  Spirits 
began  to  recover,  his  Pulfe  beat  regular,  he  had  no 
Fever,  and  gathered  Strength  daily ;  and  in  a  Word 
he  was  a  perTe6l  found  Man  in  about  ten  Weeks,  and 
we  kept  him  amongft  us,  and  made  him  an  able  Sea- 
man. But  to  return  to  the  Ship,  we  never  could 
come  at  a  certain  Information  about  it,,  till  fome  of 
X\\^  Negroes  which  we  kept  on  board,  and  whom  we 
taught  to  fpeak  EngliJJj,  gave  the  Account  of  it  after- 
wards, and  this  maim'd  Man  in  particular. 

We  enquired  by  all  the  Signs  and  Amotions  we 
could  imagine,  what  was  become  of  the  People,  and 
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yet  we  could  get  nothing  from  them.  Our  Lieane- 
nant  was  for  torturing  fome  of  them  to  make  them 
confcfs ;  but  IViiliam  oppofed  that  vehemently ;  and 
when  he  heard  it  was  under  Confideration,  he  came 
to  me,  Friend,  fays  he,  I  make  a  Requefl:  to  thee, 
not  to  put  any  of  thefe  poor  Wretches  to  Torment. 
Why,  William^  faid  I,  why  not  ?  You  fee  they  will 
not  give  any  Account  of  what  is  become  of  the  white 
Men.  Nay,  fays  William^  do  not  fay  fo;  I  fuppofe 
they  have  given  thee  a  full  Account  of  every  Particu- 
lar of  it.  Kow  fo,  fays  I,  pray  what  are  we  the 
wifer  for  all  their  Jabbering  ?  Nay,  fays  WuUatny 
that  may  be  thy  Fault,  for  ought  I  know;-  thou  wilt 
not  punifh  the  poor  Men  becaafe  they  cannot  fpeak 
EngUjh,  and  perhaps  they  never  heard  a  Word  of 
Englijh  before.  Kow  I  may  very  well  fjppofe,  that 
they  have  given  thee  a  large  Account  of  every  thing; 
for  thou  feeft  with  v/hat  Earneitnefs,.  and  how  long 
feme  of  them  have  talk'd  to  thee,  and  if  thou  canit 
not  underftand  their  Language,  nor  they  thine,  how 
can  they  help  that;  at  the  beft  thou  doeft  but  fuppofe 
that  they  have  not  told  thee  the  whole  Truth  of  the 
Story,  and  on  the  contrary  I  fuppofe  they  have,  and 
how  wilt  thou  decide  the  Queilion,  whether  thou  art 
right,  or  W'hether  I  am  right?  Befides,  what  can 
they  fay  to  thee,  when  thou  aikeft  them  a  Quellion' 
upon  the  Torture,  and  at  the  fame  time  they  do  not 
underiland  the  Quefiion,  and  thou  doell  not  knov/ 
whether  they  fay  Ay  or  No  ? 

It  is  no  Complement  to  my  Moderation,  to  fay  I 
was  convinc'd  by  thefe  Reafons ;  and  yet  we  had  all 
much  ado  to  keep  our  fecond  Lieutenant  from  mur- 
thering  fome  of  them  to  make  them  tell.  What  if 
they  had  told,  he  did  not  underiland  one  Word  of  it; 
but  he  would  not  be  perfwaded  but  that  the  Negroes 
mull  needs  underiland  him,  when  he  aik'd  them, 
whether  the  Ship  had  any  Boat  or  no,  like  ours,  and 
what  was  become  of  ii  ? 

Bat 
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"But  there  was  no  Remedy  but  to  wait  till  wcjnade 
thefc  People  underitand  Englijhi  and  to  adjourn  the 
Story  till  that  time.  The  Cale  was  thus.  Where 
they  were  taken  on  Board  the  Ship,  that  we  could 
jiever  underitand,  becaufe  they  never  knew  the  Eng- 
lijh  Names  which  we  give  to  thofe  Coails,  or  what 
Nation  they  were  who  bclong'd  to  the  Ship,  becaufe 
they  knew  not  one  Tongue  from  another  i  but  thus 
far  the  Negroe  I  examin'd,  vv'ho  was  the  lame  whofe 
Leg  Willwtn  h?.d  cured,  told  us,  that  they  did  not 
fpeak  the  fame  Language  we  fpoke,  nor  the  fame 
our  Fortuguefc  fpoke ;  fo  that  in  all  Probability  they 
nuft  be  French  or  Dutch. 

Then  he  told  us,  that  the  white  Vlen  ufed  them 

birbaroufiy ;  that  they  beat  tJiem  unmercifully ;  that 

one  of  the  Negroe  Men  had  a  Wife,  and  two  Negroe 

Children,  one  a  Daughter  about  fixteen  Years  oldj 

that  a  White  Man  abufed  the  Negroe  Man's  Wife, 

and  afterwards  his  Dau2;hter,    which,    as  he  faid, 

made  all  the  Negroe  Mcr*^  mad  ;  and  that  the  Wo- 

nan's  Hufband  was  in  a  great  Rage,  at  which  the 

White  Man  v.'as  fo  provoked,  that  he  threatened  to 

kill  him;  but  in  the  Night,  the  Negroe  Man  being 

loofe,  got  a  great  Club,  by  which  he  made  us  under- 

ftand  he  meant  a  Handfpike,  and  that  when  the  fame 

"Frenchtnan  {if  it  <t'jas  a  Frenchman)  came   among 

them  again,   he  began  again  to  abufe  the  Negrce 

Man's  Y/ife ;  at  which  the  Negrce  taking  up  the 

Handfpike,    knocked  his  Brains  out  at  one  Blow; 

and  then  taking  the  Key  from  him  v/ith  wliich  he 

ufually  unlocked  the  Hand-cufFs  which  the  Negroes 

were  fetter'd  with,  he  fet  about  a  Hundred  of  tiiem 

at  Liberty,  who  getting  up  upon  tiie  Deck  by  the 

fame  Skuttle  that  the  White  Man  cnme  down  ;  and 

taking  the  Alan's  Cutlafs  who  v;as  killed,  and  laying 

hold  of  what  came  next  them,  they  fell  upon  the 

Men  that  were  upon  the  Deck,  and  killed  them  all, 

Snd  afterwards  thofc  they  found  upon  thf  Forccallle; 

that 
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that  the  Captain  and  his  other  Men,  who  were  m 
the  Cibin  and  the  Round-houfe,  defended  themfelves 
witli  great  Courage,  and  (hot  out  at  the  Loopholes 
at  them,  by  which  he  and  feveral  other  Men  were 
wounded,  and  fome  killed;  but  that  they  broke  into 
the  Round-houib  after  a  long  Difpute,  where  they 
killed  two  of  the  white  Men,  butownM  that  the  two 
white  Men  killed  eleven  of  their  Men  before  they 
could  break  in ;  and  then  the  rell  having  got  down 
the  Seattle  into  the  Great  Cabin,  wounded  three 
more  of  them. 

That  after  this,  the  Gunner  of  the  Ship  having 
fecured  hinifelf  in  the  Gun-room,  one  of  his  Men 
haul'd  up  the  Long-Boat  clofe  under  the  Stern,  and 
fputting  into  her  all  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  they 
could  come  at,  got  all  into  the  Boat,  and  afterwards 
took  in  the  Captain,  and  thofe  that  were  with  him, 
out  of  the  Great  Cabin.  When  they  were  all  thus 
embarkM,  they  refolv'd  to  lay  the  Ship  aboard  again, 
and  try  to  recover  it ;  that  they  boarded  the  Ship  in 
a  deiperate  Manner,  and  killed  at  iirft  all  that  ftood 
in  their  Way ;  but  the  Negroes  being  by  this  time 
all  loofe,  and  having  gotten  forr.c  Arms,  tho'  they 
«nderil:ood  nothing  of  Powder  and  Bjllet,  or  Guns ; 
yet  the  Men  could  never  Mafier  them..  Hov/ever, 
they  lay  under  the  Ship's  Bovr^,  and  got  out  all  the 
Men  they  had  left  in  the  Cook-room,  who  had  main- 
tained them/felves  there,  notwithilanding  all  the  Ne- 
groes could  do,  and  with  their  fmiall  Arms  killed  b?- 
.  tween  thirty  and  forty  of  the  Negroes,  but  were  at 
laft  forc'd  to  leave  them. 

Tiiey  could  give  me  no  Account  v/hereabouts  this 
was,  vvhether  near  the  Coafl  of  Jfrkk,  or  fir  off,  or 
how  long  it  Vv^as  before  the  Ship  fell  into  our  Hands-; 
■only  in  general,  it  was  a  great  while  ago,  as  they 
called  it,  and  by  all  we  could  learn,  it  was  within 
two  or  three  Days  after  they  had  fet  Sail  from  the 
Coaii.     They  told  usj  that  they  had  killed  about 

thirty 
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■thirty  of  the  white  Men,  having  knocked  them  on 
the  Head  with  Crows  and  Hand-ipikes,  and  fuch 
things  as  they  could  get ;  and  one  ftrong  Negroe 
killed  three  of  them  with  an  Iron  Crow,  after  he 
was  lliot  twice  thro'  the  Body,  and  that  he  was  af- 
terwards fhct  thro'  the  Head  by  the  Captain  himfelf 
at  the  Door  of  the  Round-houfe,  which  he  had  fplit 
open  with  the  Crow  ;  and  this  we  fuppofe  was  the 
Occafion  of  the  great  (^antity  of  Blood  which  we 
faw  at  the  Round-houfe  Door. 

The  fame  Negroe  told  us,  that  they  threw  all  the 
Powder  and  Shot  they  could  find,  into  the  Sea,  and 
they  would  have  thrown  the  great  Guns  into  the  Sea, 
if  they  could  have  lifted  them.  Being  afk'd  how 
they  came  to  have  their  Sails  in  fuch  a  Condition, 
his  Anfwer  was,  they  no  u7iderj}a?idy  they  no  kno^w  <vjhat 
the  Sails  do ;  that  was,  they  did  not  fo  much  as  know 
that  it  was  the  Sails  that  made  the  Ship  go ;  or  un- 
deriiand  v/hat  they  meant,  or  v/hat  to  do  with  them. 
When  we  aflced  him  whither  they  were  going,  lie 
faid,  they  did  not  know,  but  believed  they  fhould 
go  Home  to  their  own  Country  again.  I  afked  him 
in  particular,  what  he  thought  we  were,  when  we 
came  firil:  up  v-ith  them  ?  He  faid,  they  were  terribly 
frighted,  believing  we  were  tlie  fame  white  Men  thrX 
had  gone  away  in  their  Boats,  and  were  come  again 
i-ii  a  great  Ship,  with  the  two  Boats  with  them,  and 
expet^ed  they  would  kill  them  all. 

This  v/as  the  Account  we  got  out  of  them,  after  v/e 
had  taught  them  to  fpeak  EmUjT^^  and  to  underiland 
the  Names  and  Ufe  of  the  things  belonging  to  the 
.  Ship,  whJch  they  had  Occafion  to  fpeak  of,  and  we 
obferv'ed  that  the  Fellovvsvvere  too  innocent  to  difTem- 
ble  in  their  Relation,  and  that  they  ail  agreed  in  the 
Particulars,  and  were  ab.vays  in  the  fame  Story,  which 
confirm'd  very  much  the  iVuth  of  v/hat  they  faid. 

Flaving  taken  this  Ship,  our  next  Difficulty  was, 
%vliat  to  do  with  the  Negroes.     The  Portuguefe  in 

the 
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the  Brafils  would  liave  bought  them  all  of  us,  and 
been  glad  of  the  Purchafe,  if  we  had  not  fliew'd  eur 
felvcs  Enemies  there,  and  been  known  for  Pyrates ; 
but  as  it  was,  we  durll  not  go  on  Shore  any  where 
thereabouts,  or  treat  with  any  of  the  Planters,  be- 
caufe  we  (hould  raife  the  whole  Country  upon  us; 
and  if  there  were  any  fuch  things  as  Men  of  War  in 
any  of  their  Ports,  we  fliould  be  afTured  to  be  at- 
tacked by  them,  and  by  all  the  Force  they  had  hy 
Land  or  Sea. 

Nor  could  we  tliink  of  any  better  Succefs,  if  we 
went  Northward  to  our  own  Plantations.  Ore  while 
we  determined  to  carry  them  all  away  to  the  Busnos 
Ajres^  and  fell  them  there  to  the  Spaniards  i  but  they 
were  really  too  many  for  them  to  make  Ufe  of;  and 
to  carry  them  round  to  the  South-Seas,  which  was 
the  only  Remedy  that  was  left,  was  fo  far,  that  we 
ihould  be  no  Way  able  to  fubfift  them  for  fo  long  a 
Voyage. 

At  laft,  our  old  never-failing  Friend  JViliiam  help'd 
us  out  again,  as  he  had  often  done,  at  a  Dead-lift. 
His  Propofal  was  tliis,  that  he  fliould  go  as  Maimer  of 
the  Ship,  and  about  twenty  Men  fuch  as  we  could 
beft  truft,  and  attempt  to  u-ade  privately  upon  the 
Qod.^1  Q^  Brafl,  with  the  Planters,  not  at  the  princi- 
pal Ports,  becaufe  that  would  not  be  admitted. 

We  all  agreed  to  this,  and  appointed  to  go  away 
our  felves  towards  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  where  v,-e  had 
Thought  of  going  before,  and  to  wait  for  him  not 
there,  but  at  Port  St.  Pedro,  as  the  Spaniards  call  it, 
lying  at  the  Alouth  of  the  Pjver  which  they  call  Rio 
Grande,  and  where  the  Spani^irds  had  a  fmall  Fort, 
and  a  few  People,  but  we  believe  there  was  no  Eody 
in  it. 

Here  we  took  up  our  Station,  cruifing  off  and  on, 
to  Ice  if  v.e  could  meet  any  Ships  going  to,  or  com- 
ing from  the  Btmios  Ayres,  or  the  PAo  de  la  Plata  ; 
but  vve  met  vvi:h  notliing  v/orth  Notice,    iicv^'evcr, 

we 
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tV2  employed  our  felves  in  things  neceflary  for  our 
■going  off  to  Sea ;  for  we  filled  all  our  Water  Calks, 
and  got  fome  Fifh  for  our  prefent  Ufe,  to  fpare  as 
much  as  poffible  our  Ship's  Stores. 

William  in  the  mean  time  went  away  to  the  North, 
and  made  the  Land  about  the  Cape  of  St.  Thomas y 
and  betwixt  that  and  the  Ifles  of  Tuber  otiy  he  found 
Means  to  trade  with  the  Planters  for  all  his  Negroes, 
as  well  the  Women  as  the  Men,  and  at  a  very  good 
Price  too ;  for  William,  who  fpoke  Pmtuguefe  pretty 
well,  told  them  a  fair  Story  enough,  that  the  Ship 
Avas  in  Scarcity  of  Provifions,  that  they  were  driven 
a  great  Way  out  of  their  Way,  and  indeed,  as  ive 
Jay,  out  of  their  Knowledge,  and  that  they  mufl  go> 
up  to  the  Northward  as  far  as  "Jamaica,  or  fell  there 
upon  the  Coaft.  This  was  a  very  plaufible  Tale, 
and  was  eafily  believed,*  and  if  you  obferve  the  Man- 
ner of  the  Negroes  Sailing,  and  what  happened  irt 
their  Voyage,  was  every  Word  of  it  true. 

By  this  Method,  and  being  true  to  one  another^ 
William  pail  for  what  he  was ;  I  mean,  for  a  very- 
honeft  Fellow,  and  by  AiTiilance  of  one  Planter,  who 
ient  to  fome  of  his  Neighbour  Planters,  and  managed 
the  Trade  among  themfelves,  he  got  a  quick  Mar- 
ket; for  in  lefs  than  five  Weeks,  William  fold  all  his 
Negroes,  and  at  laft  fold  the  Ship  it  felf^  and  fhipp'd 
himfelf  and  his  twenty  Men,  and  two  Negroe  Boys 
whom  he  had  left,  in  a  Sloop,  one  of  thofe  which, 
the  Planters  ufed  to  fend  on  board  for  the  Negroes. 
W^ith  this  Sloop  Captain  William,  as  we  then  called 
him,  came  av»ay,  and  found  us  at  Port  St.  Pedro^  in 
the  Latitude  of  52  Degrees,  30  Minutes  South. 

Nothing  was  more  furprizing  to  us,  than  to  fee  a: 
Sloop  come  along  the  Coaft,  carrying  Portuguexe  Co- 
lours, and  come  in  diredlly  to  us,  after  we  were  af- 
iured  he  had  diicovered  both  our  Ships.  We  fired  a 
•Gun,  upon  her  nearer  Approach,  to  bring  her  to  aii 
Anchor,  but  immediately  fhe  fired  five  Guns  by  Way 

I  of 
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of  Salute,  nnd  fpread  her  EngliJJj  Antient :  Then  we 
began  to  guefs  it  was  Friend  William^  but  wondered 
what  was  the  Meaning  of  his  being  in  a  Sloop,  where- 
as we  fent  him  away  in  a  Ship  of  near  300  Tuns ;  but 
he  foon  let  us  into  the  whole  Hillory  of  his  Manage- 
ment, with  which  we  had  a  great  deal  of  Reafon  to 
be  very  well  fatisfy'd.  As  foon  as  he  had  brought 
the  Sloop  to  an  Anchor,  he  came  aboard  of  my  Ship, 
and  there  he  gave  us  an  Account  how  he  began  to 
trade,  by  the  Help  of  a  Portuguese  Planter,  who 
lived  near  the  Sea-fide;  how  he  went  on  Shore,  and 
went  up  to  the  firft  Houfe  he  could  fee,  and  afked 
the  Man  of  the  Houfe  to  fell  him  fome  Hoggs,  pre- 
tending at  lirft  he  only  Hood  in  upon  the  Coalt  to  take 
in  frefh  Water,  and  buy  fome  Provifions ;  and  the 
Man  not  only  fold  him  ieven  fat  Hoggs,  but  invited 
him  in,  and  gave  him  and  five  Men  he  had  with 
him,  a  very  good  Dinner,  and  he  invited  the  Planter 
on  board  his  Ship,  and  in  Return  for  his  Kindnefs, 
gave  him  a  Negroe  Girl  for  his  Wife. 

This  fo  obliged  the  Planter,  that  the  next  Morning 
he  fent  him  on  board,  in  a  great  Luggage  Boat,  a 
Cow  and  two  Sheep,  with  a  Cheft  of  Sweet-meats, 
and  fome  Sugar,  and  a  great  Bag  of  Tobacco,  and 
invited  Captain  William  on  Shore  again  :  That  after 
this,  they  grew  from  one  Kindnefs  to  another,  that 
they  began  to  talk  about  Trading  for  fome  Negroes ; 
and  William  pretending  it  was  to  do  him  Service, 
confented  to  fell  him  thirty  Negroes  for  his  private 
Ufe  in  his  Plantation,  for  which  he  gave  William 
ready  Money  in  Gold,  at  the  Rate  of  five  and  thirty 
Moydores  per  Head;  but  the  Planter  was  obliged  to 
ufe  great  Caution  in  the  bringing  them  on  Shore  : 
For  which  purpofe,  he  made  William  weigh  and 
fland  out  to  Sea,  and  put  in  again,  above  fifty  Miles 
farther  North,  where  at  a  little  Creek  he  took  the 
Negroes  on  Shore  at  another  Plantation,  being  a 
■  friend  of  his  whom  it  feems  he  could  trull. 

This 
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This  Remove  brought  William  into  a  farther  Inti- 
macy, not  only  with  the  firll  Planter,  but  alfo  with 
his  Friends,  who  defired  to  have  fome  of  the  Negroes 
alfo;  fo  that  from  one  to  another,  they  bought  fo 
many,  till  one  over-grown  Planter  took  100  Negroes, 
which  was  all  William  had  left,  and  Iharing  them 
with  another  Planter,  that  other  Planter  chaffered 
with  William  for  Ship  and  all,  giving  him  in  Ex- 
change a  very  clean,  large,  well-built  Sloop  of  near 
fixty  Tons,  very  well  furnifh'd,  carrjang  fix  Guns, 
but  we  made  her  afterwards  carry  twelve  Guns. 
WiUuxjn  had  300  Moydores  of  Gold,  beiides  the 
Sloop,  in  Payment  for  the  Ship,  and  with  this  Mo- 
ney, he  ilored  the  Sloop  as  full  as  fhe  could  hold  with 
Provifions,  efpecially  Bread,  fome  Pork,  and  about 
fixty  Hoggs  alive :  Among  the  rell,  William  got 
eighty  Barrels  of  good  Gunpowder,  which  was  ver^ 
mucji  for  our  Purpofe,  and  all  the  Provifions  which 
were  in  the  French  Ship  he  took  out  alfo. 

This  was  a  very  agreeable  Account  to  us,  efpecial- 
ly v/hen  we  faw,  that  William  had  received  in  Gold 
coined,  or  by  Weight,  and  fome  Spanijh  Silver,  60000 
Pieces  of  Eight,  befides  a  new  Sloop,  and  a  vafl 
Quantity  of  Provifions. 

We  were  very  glad  of  the  Sloop  in  particular,  and 
began  to  confult  what  we  fhoulddo,  whether  we  had 
not  beil:  turn  off  our  great  Portuguefe  Ship,  and  Hick 
to  our  firil  Ship  and  the  Sloop,  feeing  we  had  fcarcc 
Men  enough  for  all  three,  and  that  the  biggeft  Ship 
was  thought  too  big  for  our  Bufmefs;  however,  ano- 
ther Difpute  Vv'hich  v^as  now  decided,  brought  the  firil 
to  a  Conciufion.  The  firil:  Difpute  was,  whither  vv« 
fhould  go  r  My  Comrade,  as  I  called  him  now,  that 
is  10  fay,  he  that  was  my  Captain  before  we  took  this 
Portuguefe  Man  of  War,  was  for  going  to  the  South 
Seas,  and  coalling  up  the  Weft  Side  o^Ameriaz,  where 
we  could  not  fiil  of  making  feveral  good  Prizes  upon 
{he  Spaniards^  and  that  then  if  Occafion  required, \Te 
I  z  mi^l 
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might  come  home  by  the  South  Seas  to  xh^EaJl-hiales^ 
and  ib  go  round  the  Globe  as  others  had  done  before 
us. 

But  my  Head  lay  another  Way,  I  had  been  in  the 
Eaji-Indus,  and  had  entertained  a  Notion  ever  fmce 
that,  that  if  we  v/ent  thither  \ve  could  not  fail  of 
making  good  Work  of  it,  and  that  we  might  have  a 
fafe  Retreat,  and  good  Bte.^  to  Vidual  our  Ship,  a- 
mong  my  old  Friends  the  Natives  of  Zamguebary  on 
the  Coaft  of  Mozambiquey  or  the  Ifland  of  St.  Lau- 
rence: I  fay,  my  Thoughts  lay  this  Way,  and  I  read 
fo  many  Leflures  to  them  all,  of  the  Advantages  they 
would  certainly  make  of  their  Strength,  by  the  Prizes 
they  would  take  in  the  Gulph  of  Mocha  or  the  Red' 
Sea,  and  on  the  Coaft  of  Malabar  or  the  Bay  of  Ben- 
gal, that  I  amaz'd  them. 

With  thefe  Arguments  I  prevailed  on  them,  and 
we  all  refolved  to  fteer  away  S  E  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope;  and  in  Confequence  of  this  Refolution, 
we  concluded  to  keep  the  Sloop,  and  fail  with  all 
three,  not  doubting,  as  I  affured  them,  but  we 
fhould  find  Men  there  to  make  up  the  Number  want- 
ing, and  if  not,  we  might  call  any  of  them  off  when 
we  pleafed. 

We  could  do  no  lefs  than  make  our  Friend  Wil- 
liam Captain  of  the  Sloop,  which,  with  fuch  good 
Management,  he  had  brought  us.  He  told  us,  tho' 
with  much  good  Manners,  he  would  not  comm^and 
her  as  a  Fregat,  but  if  we  would  give  her  to  him  for 
his  Share  of  the  Guinea  Ship,  which  we  came  very 
honeftly  by,  he  would  keep  us  Company  as  a  Viflu- 
aller,  if  v/e  commanded  him,  as  long  as  he  was  under 
the  fam£  Force  that  toolc  him  away. 

We  underftood  him,  fo  we  gave  him  the  Sloop, 
but  upon  Condition  that  he  fhould  not  go  from  us, 
and  fnould  be  entirely  under  Command  :  However, 
William  was  not  fo  eafy  as  before ;  and  indeed,  as 
ive  afterwards  wanted  ;he  SlJop,  to  cruife  for  Pur- 
chafe, 
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chafe,  and  a  Right  thorow-paced  Pyrate  in  her  ;  ib 
I  was  in  fuch  Pain  for  William,  that  I  could  not  be 
without  him,  for  lie  was  my  Privy-Counfellor  and 
Companion  upon  all  Occafions ;  fo  I  put  a  Scoffmafu 
a  bold  enterprizing  gallant  Fellow  into  her,  named 
Gordon,  and  made  her  carry  12  Guns,  and  four 
Patereroes,  though  indeed  we  wanted  Men,  for 
v.'e  were  none  of  us  Mann'd  in  Proportion  to  our 
P'orce. 

We  failed  away  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the 
Beginning  of  OSiober  1 706,  and  pafTed  by  in  Sight  of 
the  Cape,  the  12th  of  No'vewhe)-  following,  having 
met  with  a  great  deal  of  bad  Weather :  We  faw 
fex'eral  Merchant  Ships  in  the  Road  there,  as  well 
Englijh  as  Dutch,  whether  outward-bound  or  home- 
ward,we  could  not  tell ;  be  it  ivbat  it  ii'ould,  we  did 
not  think  fit  to  come  to  an  Anchor,  not  knowing 
what  they  might  be,  or  what  they  might  attempt 
againft  us,  when  they  knew  what  we  were  -,  How- 
ever, as  we  wanted  frefh  Water,  we  fent  the  two 
Boats  belonging  to  the  Portugufe  Man  of  War,  with 
all  Portugnefe  Seamen  or  Negroes  in  them,  to  the 
Watering  Place,  to  take  in  Water :  And  in  the  mean 
time  we  hung  out  a  Portuguefe  Antient  at  Sea,  and 
lay  by  all  that  Night.  They  knew  not  what  we 
was,  but  it  feems  we  pail  for  any  thing  but  really 
what  we  was. 

Our  Boats  returning  the  third  time  loaden,  about 
£ve  a  Clock  next  Morning,  we  thought  our "  felves 
fufRciently  watered,  and  flood  away  to  the  Eall- 
v/ard ;  but  before  our  Men  returned  the  laft  time, 
the  Wind  blowing  an  eafy  Gale  at  Wefl,  we  per- 
ceived a  Boat  in  the  Grey  of  the  Morning  under 
Sail,  crowding  to  come  up  with  us,  as  if  they  were 
afraid  we  fhould  be  gone.  We  foon  found  it  was 
an  Englijh  Long-Boat,  and  that  it  was  pretty  full  of 
Men;  we  could  not  inpgine  what  the  M^eaning  of 
it  fhould  be,    but  as  it  was  but  a  Boat,    we  thought 
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Ho  great  Harm  in  it  to  let  them  come  on  board  : 
And  if  it  appeared  they  came  only  to  enquire  who 
fve  uere,  we  would  give  them  a  full  Account  of  our 
Biifinefs  by  taking  them  along  with  us,  feeing  we 
vanted  Men  as  much  as  any  thing  ;  but  they  faved 
MS  the  Labour  of  being  in  doubt  how  to  difpofe  of 
them,  for  it  feems  our  Portuguefe  Seamen  who  went 
for  Water,  had  not  been  fo  filent  at  the  Watering 
Place  as  we  thought  they  would  have  been.  But 
the  Cafe,  in  Ihort  was  this.     Captain  , 

Iforhear  his  Hame  at  prefevt,  for  a  particular  Feafofiy 
Captain  of  the  Eafi  India  Merchant  Ship,  bound 
afterwards  for  China,  had  found  fome  Reafon  to  be 
very  tevere  with  his  Men,  and  had  handled  feme  of 
them  very  roughly  at  St.  Helena  -,  infcmuch,  that 
they  threatened  among  themfelves  to  leave  the  Ship 
the  firfl  Opportunity,  and  had  long  wiflied  for  that 
Opportunity.  Some  of  thefe  Men,  it  feems,  had 
met  with  our  Boat  at  the  Watering  Pkce,  and  en- 
quiring of  one  another  who  we  were,  and  upon  what 
Account  J  whether  the  Portuguefe  Seamen,  by  feul- 
tring  in  their  Account,  made  them  fufpe(5l  that  we 
were  out  upon  CruifCjOr  whether  they  told  it  in  plain 
Englijh,  or  no  (for  they  all  fpoke  Englijh  enough  to 
be  underftood)  but  fo  it  was,  that  as  icon  as  ever  they 
carried  the  News  on  beard  that  the  Ships  which  lay 
by  to  the  Eaflward  were  Englijh,  and  that  they  were 
going  upon  the  Jaount,  which  by  the  Way  was  a 
Sea  Term  for  a  Pyrate  j  I  fay,  as  foon  as  ever  they 
heard  it,  they  went  to  work,  and  getting  all  things 
ready  in  the  Night,  their  Chefts  and  Clothes,  and 
whatever  elfe  they  could,  they  came  away  before  it 
was  Day,  and  came  up  with  us  about  feven  a 
Clock. 

When  they  came  by  the  Ship's  Side  which  I  com- 
manded, we  hailed  them  in  the  uf'jal  Manner,  to 
know  what  and  who  they  were^  and  what  their  Bu- 
£nefe  ?  They  anfwered,  they  were  EngUfhmen,    and 

defired 
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defired  to  come  aboard :  We  told  them  they  might 
hiy  the  Ship  on  board,  but  ordered  they  fhould  let 
only  one  Man  enter  the  Ship,  till  the  Captain  knew 
their  Bufmefs,  and  that  he  fhould  come  without 
any  Arms  ;  They  faid  Ay,  Ay,  with  all  their 
Hearts. 

We  prefently  found  their  bufmefs,  and  that  they 
defired  to  go  with  us  ;  and  as  for  their  Arms,  they 
defired  we  would  fend  Men  on  board  the  Boat,  and 
that  they  would  deliver  them  all  to  us,  which  was 
done.  The  Fellow  that  came  up  to  me,  told  me 
how  they  had  been  ufed  by  their  Captain,  how  he 
had  ilarved  the  Men  and  ufed  them  like  Dogs ;  and 
tliat  if  the  reft  of  the  Men  knew  they  fhotild  be  ad- 
mitted, he  was  fatioficd  two  Thirds  of  them  would 
leave  the  Ship.  We  found  the  Fellows  were  hearty 
in  their  Refolution,  and  jolly  brilk  Sailors  they 
were ;  fo  I  told  them  I  would  do  nothing  without 
our  Admiral,  that  was  the  Captain  of  the  other 
Ship :  So  I  fent  my  Pinnace  on  board  Captain 
W'dmoty  to  defire  him  to  come  on  board;  but  he 
was  indifpofcd,  and  being  to  Leeward,  excufed  his 
coming,  but  left  it  all  to  me  :  But  before  my  Boat 
was  returned.  Captain  IVtlmot  called  to  me  by  his 
Speaking  Trumpet,  v/hich  all  the  Men  might  hear  as 
well  as  I,  thus,  calling  me  by  my  Name,  1  hear  they 
are  honeji  Felloivs^  pra\'  tell  the??!  they  are  all  ^^velcome, 
and  make  thefn  a  Bouol  of  Pimch . 

As  the  IVlen  heard  it  as  well  as  I,  there  was  no 
need  to  tell  them  what  the  Captain  faid  ;  and  as  foon 
as  the  Trumpet  had  done,  they  fet  up  a  Huzza  that 
fhewed  us  they  were  very  hearty  in  their  coming 
to  us ;  but  we  bound  them  to  us  by  a  ftronger  Obli- 
gation Hill,  after  this :  For  when  we  came  to  Mada^ 
gajcar.  Captain  Wilmot,  with  Confent  of  the  Ship's 
Company,  ordered  that  thefe  Men  fhould  have  as 
much  Money  given  them  out  of  the  Stock,  as 
was  due  to  them  for  their  Pay  in  the  Ship  they  had 

I  4  left; 
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leh  ;  and  after  that,  v.-e  allowed  them  Twenty  Pieces 
«f  Eight  a  Man  Bounty  Money  :  And  thus  we  en- 
tered them  upon  Shares,  as  we  were  all,  and  brave 
ibut  Fellows  they  were,  being  Eighteen  in  Number, 
vvJtereof  two  were  Midfliip-Men,  and  one  a  Carpenter. 

It  was  the  28th  of  Nonjcmher,  when  having  had 
fome  bad  Weather,  we  came  to  an  Anchor  in  the 
Road  off  of  St.  Augiipne  Bay,  at  the  South  Weil 
End  of  my  old  Acquaintance  the  Ifle  of  Madagafcar: 
We  lay  here  a  while,  and  trafHck'd  with  the  Natives 
for  fome  good  ^^tl,  tho'  the  Weather  was  fo  hot, 
that  we  co-iid  not  promife  our  felves  to  fait  any  of  it 
i;p  to  keep;  but  I  fnewed  them  the  Way  which  wc 
praftifed  before,  to  fait  it  firil  with  Salt-Petre,  then 
cure  it,  by  drying  it  in  the  Sun,  which  made  it  eat 
very  agreeably,  tho'  not  fo  Vv'holfome  for  our  Men, 
that  not  agreeing  with  our  Way  of  Cooking,  1^/2;. 
Boiling  with  Padding,  Brewef?,6f(r.  and  particularly 
this  Way  would  be  too  fait,  and  the  Fat  of  the  Meat 
be  refty,  or  dry'd  away,  fo  as  not  to  be  eaten. 
.  This  hov/ever  we  could  net  help,  and  made  our 
ielves  amends  by  feeding  heartily  on  the  frefli  Eeef 
while  v/e  v/cre  there,  which  was  excellent  good  and 
fat,  every  Way  as  tender,  and  as  well  relilhed  as  in 
England^  andthought  to  be  much  better  to  us  who 
had  not  tailed  any  in  Englajid  for  fo  long  a  Time. 

Having  now  for  fome  time  remained  here,  we  be« 
gan  to  confider  that  this  was  not  a  Place  for  our  Bu- 
fmefs ;  and  I  that  had  fome  Views,  a  particular  Way 
of  my  own,  told  them,  that  this  was  not  a  Station 
for  thofe  that  look'd  for  Purchafe ;  that  there  were 
two  Farts  of  the  Ifland  which  were  particularly  pro- 
per for  our  Purpofes ;  hrlt  the  Bay  on  the  Eall  Side 
€if  the  Ifland,  and  from  thence  to  the  Ifland  Mauriti- 
jis,  w^hich  N.as  the  ufudl  Way  which  Ships  that  came 
from  the  Malabar  Coall:,  or  the  Coall  of  Coromandely. 
Fort  St.  Ce.rge^  &c.  ufed  to  take,  and  where,  if  we 
waited  for  th<?m,  v^  e  ought  to  take  our  Station. 

But 
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l?ut  on  the  other  Hand,  as  we  did  not  refolve  to 
fall  upon  the  European  Traders,  who  were  generally 
Ships  of  Force,  and  well  Manned,  and  where  Blows 
mull  be  looked  for;  fo  I  had  another  Profpecl,  which 
I  promifed  my  felf  would  yield  equal  Profit,  or  per- 
haps greater,  without  any  of  the  Hazard  and  Diffi- 
culty of  the  former,  and  this  was  the  Gulph  of  Ma^ 
cha  or  the  }led  Sea. 

I  told  them  that  the  Trade  here  was  great,  the 
Ships  rich,  and  the  Streight  of  Bahdmandel  narrow; 
fo  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  we  might  cruife  fo  as 
to  let  nothing  flip  our  Hands^  having  the  Seas  opea 
from  the  Red  Sea  along  the  Coall  Oi^  Arabia,  to  the 
Terftart  Gulph,  and  the  Malabar  Side  of  the  Indies ^ 

I  told  them,  what  I  had  obferved  when  I  failed 
round  the  Ifland,  in  my  former  Progrefs,  how  that 
on  the  Nortlimolt  Point  of  the  liland  were  feveral  ve- 
ry good  Harbourr,  and  Roads  for  our  Ships :  That 
the  Natives  were  even  more  civil,  and  tradable,  if 
poffible,  than  thofe  where  we  were,  not  having  been 
fo  often  ill  treated  by  European  Sailors,  as  thofe  had 
in  the  South  and  Eaft  Sides ;  and  that  we  might  al- 
ways be  fure  of  a  Retreat,  if  v/e  were  driven  to  put  in; 
by  any  NeceiTity,  either  of  Enemies  or  of  Weather. 

They  Vv'ere  eahly  convinced  of  the  Reafonablenefs 
of  my  Scheme,  and  Captain  Wilmot,  whom  I  now 
called  our  Admiral,  tho^  he  was  at  firft  of  the  Mind 
to  go  and  lye  at  the  Ifland  Mauritius^  and  wait  for 
feme  of  the  European  Merchant  Ships  from  the  Road 
of  Coromandely  or  the  Bay  of  Bengftl,  was  now  of  my 
Mind.  It  is  true,  we  were  llrong  enough  to  have 
attacked  an  Englifa  Eajl  India  Ship  of  the  greatelt 
Force^,  though  fome  of  them  vi-ere  faid  to  carry  fifty 
Guns;  but  1  reprefcnted  to  him,  that  we  were  fure 
to  have  Blows,  and  Blood  if  we  took  them,  and  af- 
ter we  had  done,  their  Loading  was  not  of  equal  Va- 
lue to  us,  becaufe  we  had  no  room  to  difpofe  of  their 
Merchandize :  And  as  our  Circuml^ances  ilood,  we 
\  5  had 
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had  rather  have  taken  one  outward  bound  Eajllndla 
Ship,  with  her  ready  Calh  on  board,  perhaps  to  the 
Value  of  forty  or  fifty  Thoufand  Pound,  than  three 
homeward  bound,  though  their  Loading  would  at 
London  be  worth  three  times  the  Money ;  becaufe, 
we  knew  not  whither  to  go  to  difpofe  of  the  Cargo ; 
whereas  the  Ships  from  London  had  Abundance  of 
things  we  knew  how  to  make  ufe  of,  bcfides  thair 
Money  i  fuch  as  their  Stores  of  Provifions,  and  Li- 
quors, and  great  Quantities  of  the  like  fent  to  the 
Governours  and  Fatflories  at  the  E?7gli/h  Settlements, 
for  their  Ufe  ;  So  that  if  we  refolvcd  to  look  for  our 
own  Country  Ships,  it  Ihould  be  thofe  tliat  were  out- 
ward bound,  not  the  London  Ships  homeward. 

All  thefc  things  confidered,  brought  the  Admiral 
to  be  of  my  Mind  entirely;  fo  after  taking  in  Water, 
and  fome  freih  Provifions  Vv-here  we  lay,  which  was 
near  Ca^pe  St.  Mary,  on  the  South-Wefl  Corner  of  the 
liland,  we  weighed,  and  flood  away  South,  and  af- 
terwards S  S  E  to  round  the  Ifland,  and  in  about  fix 
Days  Sail,  got  out  of  the  Wake  of  the  Ifland,  and 
fteer'd  away  North,  till  we  came  otFof  Port  Dauphin^ 
and  then  North  by  Eafl,  to  the  Latitude  of  1 3  De- 
grees, 40  Minutes,  which  was,  in  Ihort,  jufl  at  the 
Erthefl  Part  of  the  Ifiand  :  and  the  Admiral  keeping 
a-head,  made  the  open  Sea  fair  to  the  Weil,  clear  of 
«he  whole  Ifland ;  upon  which  he  brought  to,,  and 
we  fent  the  Sloop  to  Hand  in  round  the  fartheil  Point 
North,  and  coafl:  along  the  Shore,  and  fee  for  a  Har- 
bour to  put  into,  which  they  did,  and  foon  brought 
us  an  Account,  that  th-ere  was  a  deep  Bay,  v^'ith  a 
^ery  good  Road,  and  feveral  little  Ifiands  under  which 
they  found  good  Riding,  in  10  to  17  Fathom  Water, 
tnd  accordingly  there  we  put  in. 

However,  we  afterwards  found  Occafion  to  remove 
©ur  Station,  as  you  fhall  hear  prefently.  We  had 
£GW  nothing  to  do,  but  go  on  Shore,  and  acquaint 
vmi  felv«  a  little  wih  tlitNatives,  uke  in  frefh  Pro- 

yiiions^ 
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vifions,  and  then  to  Sea  again.  We  found  the  People 
very  eafy  to  deal  with,  and  fome  Cattle  they  had  j 
but  it  being  at  the  Extren\ity  of  the  IHand,  they  had 
not  fuch  Quantities  of  Cattle  here.  However,  for 
the  prefent,  we  refolved  to  appoint  this  for  our  Place 
of  Rendezvous,  and  go  and  look  out.  This  was  a- 
bout  the  latter  End  of  April. 

Accordingly  we  put  to  Sea,  and  cruifed  away  to- 
the  Northward,  for  the  Arabian  Coaft  :  It  was  a  long 
Run  ;  but  as  the  Winds  generally  blow  Trade  from 
the  South,  and  S  S  E  from  May  to  September,  w« 
had  good  Weather,  and  in  about  twenty  Days  we 
made  the  Ifland  of  Saccatia,  lying  South  from  the 
Arabian  Coaft,  and  E  S  E  from  the  Mouth  of  the 
Gulph  o^  Mocha,  or  the  Red  Sea. 

Here  we  took  in  Water,  and  ftood  off  and  on  up- 
on the  Arabian  Shore.  We  had  not  cruifed  here  a- 
bove  three  Days,  or  thereabouts,  but  I  fpy'd  a  Sail,. 
and  gave  her  Chafe;  but  when  we  came  up  with  her, 
never  was  fuch  a  poor  Prize  chafed  by  Pyrates  that 
Iook*d  for  Booty ;  for  we  found  nothing  in  her,  but 
poor,  half-naked  Turks  going  a  Pilgrimage  to  Mecca^ 
to  the  Tomb  of  their  Prophet  Mahomet ;  the  Jonk. 
that  carry'd  them  had  no  one  thing  worth  taking  a- 
way,  but  a  little  Rice,  and  fome  Coffee,  which  was 
all  the  poor  Wretches  had  for  their  Subfiftencej  fb> 
we  let  them  go,  for  indeed  we  knew  not  what  to  do 
v/ith  them. 

The  fame  Evening  we  chafed  another  Jonk  with' 
two  Mafts,  ar.d  in  fomething  better  Plight  to  look 
at  than  the  former.     When  we  came  on  board,  we 
found  them  upon  the  fame  Errand,  but  only  that 
they  were  People  of  feme  better  Fa(hion  than  the 
other  J  and  here  we  got  fome  Plunder,  fome  TurUJh- 
Stores,  a  few  Diamonds  in  the  Ear-drops  of  five  or 
iix  Perfons,  fome  fine  Perjtan  Carpets,  of  which  they 
made  their  Saftra's  to  Ij^  upon,  and  fome  Moneys 
fo  w€  let  them  go  alfo. 
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We  continued  here  eleven  Days  longer,  and  (aw 
nothiiig  but  now  and  then  a  Filhing-Boat ;  but  the 
twelfth  Day  of  our  Cruifc,  we  fpy'd  a  Ship  :  Indeed 
I  thought  at  firft  it  had  been  an  Evglip  Ship,  but  it 
appeared  to  be  an  Eiocpean  freighted  for  a  Voyage 
from  Goa^  on  the  Coall  of  Malabar,  to  the  Red  Sea, 
and  was  very  rich.  We  chafed  her,  and  took  her, 
without  any  Fight,  tho'  they  had  fome  Guns  on 
board  too,  but  not  many.  We  found  her  Manned 
with  Portuguefe  Seamen,  but  under  the  Diredion  of 
live  Merchant  Turks,  who  had  hired  her  on  the  Coaft 
of  Malabar,  of  fome  Portugal  Merchants,  and  had 
loadcn  her  with  Pepper,  Salt-petre,  fome  Spices,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Loading  was  chiefly  Callicoes  and 
wrought  Silks,  fome  of  them  very  rich. 

We  took  her,  and  carried  her  to  Saccatia,  but  we 
really  knew  not  what  to  do  with  her,  for  the  fame 
Reafons  as  before ;  for  all  their  Goods  were  of  little 
or  no  Value  to  us.  After  fome  Days  we  found 
Means  to  let  one  of  the  TurkiJJj  Merchants  know^ 
that  if  he  would  ranfom  the  Ship,  we  would  take  a 
Sum  of  Money,  and  let  them  go.  He  told  me,  if  I 
would  let  one  of  them  go  on  Shore  for  the  Aloney^ 
they  would  do  it :  So  we  adjufted  the  Value  of  the 
Cargo  at  300CO  Dueai:s.  Upon  this  Agreement  we- 
allowed  the  Sloop  to  carry  him  on  Shore  at  Dcfar  in 
Arabia,,  where  a  rich  Merchant  laid  down  the  Mo- 
ney for  them,  and  came  off  with  our  Sloop;  and  on,' 
Payment  of  the  Money,,  we  very  fairly  and  honeiViy 
iet  them  go. 

Some  l3ays  after  this,^  we  took  an  Arabian  Jonk 
going  from  "dit  Gulph  of  Pcrfia  to  Mccha,  v/ith  a 
good  Quantity  of  Pearl  on  board ;  we  gutted  him  of 
the  Pearl,  which,  it  feems,  was  belonging  to  fome 
Merchants  at  Mocha,  and  let  him  go,  for  there  waS' 
sothing  elfe  worth  our  taking. 

We  continued  cruifing  up  and  down  here,  till  we 
began  to  iicd  om  Provifions  gr^w  low,  v/hen  Captaia 
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Wilmot  our  Admiral  told  us,  'twas  time  to  think  oF 
going,  back  to  the  Rendezvous,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Men  faid  the  fame,  being  a  little  weary  of  beating 
about  for  above  three  Months  together,  and  meeting 
with  little  or  nothing  compar'd  to  our  great  Expeda- 
tions.  But  I  was  very  loath  to  part  with  the  Red 
Sea  at  fo  cheap  a  Rate,  and  prefs'd  them  to  tarry  a 
little  longer,  which  at  my  Inftance  we  did  ;  but  three 
Days  afterwards,  to  our  great  Misfortune,  under- 
ftood,  that  by  Landing  the  Turkijh  Merchants  at  Do^ 
fary  we  had  alarmed  the  Coaft  as  far  as  the  Gulph  of 
Perfia,  fo  that  no  VelTel  would  ftir  that  Way,  and 
confequently  nothing  was  to  be  expelled  on  that  Side. 

I  was  greatly  mortify 'd  at  this  News,  and  could 
no  longer  withftand  the  Importunities  of  the  Men, 
to  return  to  Madagafcar.  However,  as  the  Winds 
continued  ftill  to  blow  at  S  S  E  to  E  by  S,  we  were 
obliged  to  ftand  away  towards  the  Coaft  of  Africa, 
and  the  Cape  Guarde  Foy,  the  Winds  being  more  va- 
riable under  the  Shore,  than  in  the  open  Sea. 

Here  we  chopp'd  upon  a  Booty  v/hich  we  did  not 
look  for,  and  which  made  Amends  for  all  our  W^ait- 
iiig ;  for  the  very  fame  Hour  that  we  made  Land, 
we  fpy'd  a  large  VefTel  failing  along  the  Shore,  to 
the  Southward.  The  Ship  was  of  Bengal,  belonging 
to  the  Great  Mogul\  Country,  but  had  on  board  a 
Dutch  Pilot,  Vv/hofe  Name,  if  I  remember  right,  was 
Vanderdieji ,  and  fevcral  European  Seamen,  whereof 
three  were  Englfo.  She  was  in  no  Condition  to  refifi: 
us ;  the  reft  of  her  Seamen  were  Indians  of  the  Mo- 
guPi,  Subjects,  feme  Maluhars,  and  fome  others. 
There  were  five  Indian  Merchants  on  board,  and" 
ibme  Armenians.  It  feems  they  had  been  at  Mocha 
with  Spices,  5ilks,  Diamonds,  Pearls,  Callicoe,  ^c. 
{iich  Goods  as  the  Country  afforded,  and  had  little 
on  board  now  but  Money  in  Pieces  of  Eight,  which,. 
by  the  Way,  was  juft  what  we  wanted;  and  t]ic 
iree  EngHjh  Seamen  came  along  with  us,  and  the- 
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Dutch  Pilot  would  have  done  fo  too ;  but  the  two 
Jrmerian  ^jelchan(s  tntieated  us  not  to  take  liim  j 
for  rhitt  he  being  thei-  Pilot,  there  was  none  of  the 
Men  knew  how  to  guide  the  Ship  :  So,  at  their  Re- 
quelt,  we  refuftd  him  ;  but  we  made  them  promife 
he  fhoiild  not  be  ufcd  ill  for  being  willing  to  go 
with  us. 

We  got  near  200C00  pieces  of  Eight  in  this  Veffel  j 
and  if  they  faid  true,  there  was  a  Je^v  of  Goa  who 
intended  to  have  cmbark'd  with  them,  who  had 
200000  Pieces  of  Eight  with  him,  all  his  own ; 
but  his  good  Fortune  hindred  him,  for  he  fell  fick 
at  Mocha^  and  could  not  be  ready  to  travel,  which. 
v;as  the  Saving  of  his  IVIoney. 

There  was  none  with  me  at  the  Taking  this  Prize, 
but  the  Sloop  ;  for  Captain  lVilmot\  Ship  proving 
leaky,  he  went  away  for  the  Rendezvous  before  ub, 
and  arrived  there  the  Middle  of  December  ;  but  not 
liking  the  Port,  he  left  a  great  Crofs  on  Shore,  with 
Direftions  written  on  a  Plate  of  Lead  f  xt  to  it,  for 
us  to  come  after  him  to  the  great  Bay  of  Matigahelly, 
where  he  found  a  very  good  Harbour;  but  we  learnt 
a  Piece  of  News  here,  that  kept  us  from  him  a  great 
while,  which  the  Admiral  took  Offence  at;  but  wc 
ftopt  his  Mouth  with  his  Share  of  20COC0  Pieces 
of  Eight  to  him  and  his  Ship's  Crew.  But  the  Story 
v\  hich  interrupted  our  coming  to  him  was  this.  Be- 
tween Ma7igahelly  and  another  Point  called  Cafe  St. 
Stbafiian,  there  came  on  Shore  in  the  Night,  an 
European  Ship  ;  and  whether  Strels  of  Weather,  or 
Want  of  a  Pilot,  I  know  not,  but  the  Ship  ftranded., 
and  could  not  be  got  off. 

We  lay  in  the  Cove,  or  Harbour,  where,  as  I 
have  faid,  our  Rendezvous  was  appointed,  and  had 
not  yet  been  on  Shore,  fo  we  had  not  feen  the  Di- 
reftions  cur  Admiral  had  left  for  us. 

Our  Friend  William ,  of  whom  I  have  faid  nothing 
^  great  whiles    had  a  great  Mind  o»€  Day  to  go  en 
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Shore,  and  importuned  me  to  let  him  have  a  little 
Troop  to  go  with  him,  for  Safety,  that  they  might 
.fee  the  Country.  I  was  mightily  againft  it  for 
many  Reafons;  but  particularly  I  told  him,  he 
knew  the  Natives  were  but  Savages,  and  they  were 
very  treacherous,  and  I  defired  him  that  he  would 
not  go  ;  and  had  he  gone  on  much  farther,  I  believe 
I  fhould  have  downright  refufcd  him,  and  command- 
ed him  not  to  go. 

But  in  order  to  perfwade  me  to  let  him  go,  he 
told  me,  he  would  give  me  an  Account  of  the 
Reafon  why  he  was  fo  importunate.  He  told  me, 
the  lail  Night  he  had  a  Dream,  which  was  fo  forci- 
ble, and  made  fuch  an  ImprefTion  upon  his  Mind, 
that  he  could  not  be  quiet  till  he  had  made  the 
Propofal  to  me  to  go,  and  if  I  refufed  him, 
then  he  thought  his  Dream  was  ilgnificant,  and  if 
not,  then  his  Dream  was  at  an  End. 

His  Dream  was,  he  faid,  that  he  went  on  Shore 
with  30  Men,  of  which  the  Cockiwain  he  faid  was 
one,  upon  the  Ifland,  and  that  they  found  a  Mine  of 
Gold  and  enrich'd  them  all ;  but  this  was  not  the 
nnain  thing  he  faid,  but  that  the  fame  Morning  he 
had  dream'd  fo,  the  Cockfwain  came  to  him  jull 
then,  and  told  him,  that  he  dreamt  he  v/ent  on 
Shore  on  the  Ifland  of  Madagafcar,  and  that  fome 
Men  came  to  him  and  told  him,  they  would  iliew 
him  where  he  fhould  get  a  Prize  would  make  them 
all  rich. 

Thefe  two  things  put  together  began  to  weigh.. 
v.dth  me  a  little,  tho'  I  was  never  inclined  to  give 
any  Heed  to  Dreams ;  but  WiUia7n\  Importunity 
turned  me  efieclually,for  I  always  put  a  great  deal  of 
Strefs  upon  his  Judgment :  So  that  in  fhort,  I  gave 
them  Leave  to  go  j  but  I  charged  them  not  to  go 
far  off  from  the  Sea  Coaft,  that  if  they  were  forced 
down  to  the  ^ea-Side  upon  any  Occafion,  we  might 
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Ecrhaps  fee  them,   aiid  fetcli    tliem    ofF  with  our 
oats. 

They  went  away  early  m  the  Morning,  one  and 
thirty  Jvlen  of  them  in  Number,  very  well  armed, 
and  very  llout  Fellows ;  they  travelTd  all  the  Day, 
and  at  Night  made  us  a  Signal  that  all  was  well, 
from  the  Top  of  a  Hill,  which  wt  had  agreed  en, 
by  making  a  great  Fire. 

Next  Day  they  marched  down  the  Hill  on  the 
other  Side,  inclining  towards  the  Sea-Side,  as  they 
had  promifed,  and  faw  a  very  pleafant  \''alley  be- 
fore them,  with  a  River  in  the  Aliddle  of  it,  which 
a  little  farther  below  them  feemed  to  be  big  enough 
to  bear  fmall  Ships :  They  marched  a-pace  towards 
this  River,  and  were  furprized  with  the  Noife  of  a 
Piece  going  oft;  which  by  the  Sound  eould  not  be 
far  off;  they  lillened  long,  but  could  hear  no  more, 
fo  they  went  on  to  the  River  Side,  which  was  a  ve- 
ry fine  frefh  Stream,  but  widened  a-pace,  and  they 
kept  on  by  the  Banks  of  it,  till  almoft  at  once  it 
opened  or  widened  into  a  good  large  Creek,  or 
Harbour,  about  five  Miles  from  the  Sea  ;  and  that 
which  was  liill  more  furprizing,  as  they  marched, 
forv/ard,  they  plainly  faw  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Har- 
bour, or  Creek,  the  Wreck  of  a  Ship. 

The  Tide  was  up,  as  we  call  it,  that  they  did 
not  appear  very  much  above  the  Water,  but  as  they 
made  dov.'nv/ards,  they  found  it  grew  bigger,  and 
bigger,  and  the  Tide  foon  after  ebbing  out  they  found 
it  lay  dry  upon  the  Sands,  and  appeared  to  be  the 
Wreck  of  a  confiderable  Veffel,  larger  than  could  bc 
expe<Sled  in  that  Country. 

After  fome  time,  William  taking  out  his  Glafs  tcv 
look  at  it  more  nearly,  was  furprized  with  hearing 
a  Mufquet  Shot  whiille  by  him,  and  immediately  af- 
ter that,  he  heard  the  Gun  and  faw  the.Smoak  from 
the  other  Side ;  upon  which  our  Men  immediate!/ 
iired  three  Mufc^uets  to  difcover,  if  poffible,  what  or 
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tvko  they  were.  Upon  the  Noife  of  thefe  Guns, 
Abundance  of  Men  came  running  down  to  th& 
Shore,  from  among  the  Trees,  and  our  Men  could 
eafily  perceive  that  they  were  Europeans,  tho'  they 
knew  not  of  what  Nation  :  However  our  Men  hal- 
loo'd  to  them,  as  loud  as  they  could,  and  by  and  by 
they  got  along  Pole,  and  fet  it  up,  and  hung  a 
white  Shirt  upon  it  for  a  Flag  of  Truce.  They,  on 
the  other  Side,  faw  it,  by  the  help  of  their  daffes- 
too,  and  quickly  after,  our  Men  faw  a  Boat  launch 
cff  from  Shore,  as  they  thought,  but  it  was  from 
another  Creek  it  feems,  and  immediately  they  came 
rowing  over  the  Creek  to  our  Men,  carrying  alio 
a  white  Flag  as  a  Token  of  Truce. 

It  is  not  cafy  to  defcribe  the  Surprize,  or  Joy  and 
Satisfaflion  that  appeared  on  both  Sides,  to  fee  not 
only  white  Men,  but  Englijh  Men,  in  a  Place  fa- 
remote  ;  but  what  then  mufl  it  be,  when  they 
came  to  know  one  another,  to  find  that  they  were 
not  only  Country  Men,  but  Comrades,  and  that 
this  was  the  very  Ship  that  Captain  Wilmot,  our  Ad- 
miral, commanded,  and  whofe  Company  we  had 
loft  in  the  Storm  at  Tohago,  after  making  an  Agree- 
ment to  Rendezvous  at  Madagafcar  ? 

They  had,  it  feems,  got  Intelligence  of  us,  when 
they  came  to  the  South  Part  of  the  Ifland,  and  had 
been  a  roving  as  far  as  the  Gulph  of  Bengal,  when 
they  met  Captain  A~jery,  with  whom  they  joined, 
took  feveral  rich  Prizes,  and  amongft  the  reil,  one 
Ship  with  the  great  Moguls  Daughter,  and  an  im- 
menfe  Treafure  in  Money  and  Jewels,  and  from 
thence  they  came  about  \.\\t  Coail  of  Coromandely 
and  afterwards  that  of  Malabar,  into  the  Gulph  of 
Perjta,  where  they  alfo  took  fome  Prize,  and  then 
defigned  for  the  South  Part  of  Madagafcar ;  but 
the  Winds  blowing  hard  at  S  E  and  S  E  by  E,  they 
came  to  the  Northward  of  the  I  fie,  and  being  after 
that  feparatcd  by  a  furious  Tempell  from  the  N  W> 
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they  were  forced  into  the  Mouth  of  that  Creek, 
where  they  loft  their  Ship.  And  they  told  us  aifo, 
that  they  heard  that  Q2i^i2iAnAvety  himfelf  had  loft  his 
Ship  alfo,  not  far  off. 

When  they  had  thus  acquainted  one  another  with 
their  Fortunes,  the  poor  over-joyed  Men  were  in 
Hafte  to  go  back  to  communicate  their  Joy  to  their 
Comrades ;  and  leaving  fome  of  their  Men  with 
oars,  the  reft  went  back  ;  and  William  was  fo  earneft 
to  fee  them,  that  he  and  two  more  went  back  with 
them,  and  there  he  came  to  their  little  Camp,  where 
they  lived.  There  were  about  a  hundred  and  fixty 
Men  of  them  in  all;  they  had  got  their  Guns  on 
Shore,  and  fome  Ammunition,  but  a  good  deal  of 
their  Powder  was  fpoiled.  However  they  had  raifed 
a  fair  Platform,  and  mounted  twelve  Pieces  of  Can- 
non upon  it,  which  was  a  fufficient  Defence  to  them 
on  that  Side  of  the  Sea  ;  and  juft  at  the  End  of  the 
Platform  they  had  made  a  Launch,  and  a  little  Yard, 
and  v;ere  all  hard  at  Work  building  another  little 
Ship,  as  I  may  call  it,  to  go  to  Sea  in,  but  they  put 
a  Stop  to  this  Work  upon  the  News  they  had  of  our 
being  come  in. 

V/hen  oui-  Men  went  into  their  Flutt?,  it  was 
furprizirg  iixleed  ro  fee  the  vaft  Stock  of  Wealth 
they  had  got,  in  Gold,and  Silver,  and  Jewels,  which 
however  they  told  us  was  a  trifle  to  what  Captain 
Anjety  had,    wherever  he  was  gone. 

It  was  five  Days  we  had  waited  for  our  Men, 
and  no  News  of  them,  and  indeed,  I  gave  them 
over  for  left ;  but  was  furprized,  after  five  Days 
waiting,  to  fee  a  Ship's  Boat  come  rowing  towards 
us  along  Shore;  what  to  make  of  it,  I  could  not 
tell,  but  was  at  laft  better  fatisfied,  when  our  Men 
told  me  they  heard  them  halloo,  and  faw  them 
wave  their  Caps  to  us. 

In  a  little  time  they  came  quite  up  to  us,  and   I 
faw  Friend  William   ftand  in  the  Boat  and  make 
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figns  to  us  ;  fo  they  came  on  board  :  But  when  I 
faw  there  was  but  fifteen  of  our  one  and  thirty  Men, 
I  aflced  him  what  was  become  of  their  Fellows  ?  O  / 
fays  William,  they  are  all  njery  nvelly  and  my  Dream 
is  fully  made  good,   and  the  Cockfnjuains  too. 

This  made  me  very  impatient  to  know  how  the 
Cafe  flood  ;  fo  he  told  us  the  whole  Story,  which 
indeed  furprized  us  all.  The  next  Day  we 
weighed,  and  flood  away  Southerly  to  join  Captain 
Wilmot,  and  his  Ship,  at  Mangahelly,  where  we 
found  him,  as  I  faid,  a  little  chagrin  at  our  Stay ; 
but  we  pacified  him  afterwards  with  telling  him  the 
Hiftory  of  William'''^  Dream,  and  the  Confequence 
of  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Camp  of  our  Comrades 
was  fo  near  Mangahelly,  that  our  Admiral,  and  I, 
Friend  William,  and  fome  of  the  Men,  refolved  to 
take  the  Sloop,  and  go  and  fee  them,  and  fetch 
them  all,  and  their  Goods,  Bag  and  Baggage,  oh 
board  our  Ship,  which  accordingly  we  did ;  and 
found  their  Camp,  their  Fortifications,  the  Battery 
of  Guns  they  had  eredled,  their  Treafure,  and  all 
the  Men,  ]\^^2.s  Willi ajn  had  related  it;  fo  after 
fome  Stay,  we  took  all  the  Men  into  the  Sloop,  and 
brought  them  away  with  us. 

It  was  fome  time  before  we  knev/  what  was  be- 
come of  Captain  Avery  ;  but  after  about  a  Month, 
by  the  Direction  of  the  Men  who  had  loft  their 
Ship,  we  fent  the  Sloop  to  criiife  along  the  Shore, 
to  find  out,  if  pofTible,  where  they  v/ere,  and  in 
about  a  Week's  Cruife  our  Men  found  them ;  and 
particularly,  that  they  had  loll  their  Ship,  as  well  as 
our  Men  had  lofl  theirs,  and  that  they  were  every 
Way  in  as  bad  a  Condition  as  ours. 

It  was  about  ten  Days  before  the  Sloop  returned, 
and  Captain  Auery  with  them  ;  And  this  was  the 
whole  Force  that,  as  I  remember.  Captain  A'very 
ever  had  with  him  ;  for  now  we  joined  all  our  Com- 
panies 
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papies  together,  and  it  flood  thus :  We  had  Ivv^ 
Ships  and  a  Sloop,  in  which  we  had  three  Hundred 
and  Twenty  Men,  but  much  too  few  to  Man  them 
as  they  ought  to  be,  the  great  Portnguefe  Ship  re- 
quiring ot  herfelf  near  400  Men  to  Man  her  com- 
pleatly  :  As  tor  our  loft,  but  m-iv  found  Comrade, 
her  Compliment  of  Men  was  1 80,  or  thereabouts^ 
and  Captain  ^•^'^;3;  had  about  300  Men  with  him, 
whereof,  lie  had  ten  Carpenters  with  him,  moft  of 
vviiich  were  found  aboard  the  Prize  they  had  taken  ; 
fo  that,  in  a  Word,  all  the  Force  A'voy  had  at 
Madagafcar^  in  the  Year  1699,  ^^  thereabouts, 
amounted  to  our  three  Ships,  for  his  ov.'n  was  loft, 
as  you  have  heard,  and  never  had  any  more  than 
about  1 2CO  Men  in  all. 

It  was  about  a  Alonth  after  this,  that  all  our  Crews 
got  togetlier,  and  as  Avery  was  unfliipt,  we  all 
agreed  to  bring  our  own  Company  into  the  Portuguefe 
Man  of  War  and  the  Sloop,  and  give  Captain 
Avery  the  Sparujh  Frigate,  with  all  the  Tackles,  and 
Furniture,  Guns,  and  Am.munition  for  his  Crew  by 
themfelves ;  for  which,  they  being  full  of  Wealth, 
agreed  to  give  us  Forty  Thoufand  Pieces  of  Eight. 

It  v/as  next  confidered,  \\  hat  Courfe  we  fhould 
take  :  Captain  A'very,  to  give  him  his  due,  propofed 
our  building  a  little  City  here,  eftabliftiing  ourfelves 
on  Shoar,  with  a  good  Fortiiication,  and  Works 
proper  to  defend  ourfelves ;  and  that,  as  we  had 
Wealth  enough,  and  could  encreafe  it  to  what  De- 
gree we  pleafed,  v/e  ftiould  content  ourfelves  to  retire 
here,  and  bid  Defiance  to  the  World.  But  I  foon 
convinced  him  that  this  Place  would  be  no  Security 
to  us,  if  we  pretended  to  carry  on  our  cruifmg  Trade  i 
For  that  then  all  the  Nations  of  "Europe,  and  indeed 
of  that  Part  of  the  World,  would  be  engaged  to  root 
us  out.  But  if  we  refolved  to  live  there,  as  in  a 
Retirement,  and  plant  in  the  Country,  as  private 
Men,    and  give  over  our  Trade  of  Pyrating,  then, 
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indeed  we  might  plant,  and  fettle  ourfelves  where 
we  pleafed ;  but  then  I  told  him,  the  beft  Way 
would  be  to  treat  with  the  Natives,  and  buy  aTra6l 
of  Land  of  them,  ferther  up  the  Country,  feated 
upon  fome  navigable  River,  where  Boats  might  go 
up  and  down  for  Pleafure,  but  not  Ships  to  endanger 
us :  That  thus  planting  the  high  Ground  with  Cattle, 
fuch  as  Cows  and  Goats,  of  which  the  Country  alfo 
was  full,  to  be  fure  we  might  live  here  as  wefl  as  any 
Men  in  the  World  ;  and  I  owned  to  him,  I  thought 
it  was  a  good  Retreat  for  thofe  that  were  willing  to 
leave  off,  and  lay  down,  and  yet  did  not  care  to 
venture  home  and  be  hanged ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  run 
the  Rifque  of  it. 

Captain  A-very,  however  he  made  no  pofitive  Dif- 
covery  of  his  Intentions,  feemed  to  me  to  decline 
my  Notion  of  going  up  into  the  Country  to  plant  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  apparent  he  was  of  Captain 
Wilmot'i  Opinion,  that  they  might  maintain  them- 
felv^es  on  Shoar,  and  yet  carry  on  their  cruiiing  Trade 
too  ;  and  upon  this  they  refolved  :  But  as  I  after- 
wards underltood,  about  fifty  of  their  Men  went  up 
the  Country,  and  fettled  themfelves  in  an  inland 
Place,  as  a  Colony  j  whether  they  are  there  liill  or 
not,  I  cannot  tell,  or  how  many  of  them  are  left 
alive ;  but  it's  my  Opinion  they  are  there  Hill,  and 
that  they  are  confiderably  encreafed,  for,  as  I  hear, 
they  have  got  fome  Women  among  them,  tho'  not 
many ;  for  it  feems  five  Dutch  Women,  and  three 
or  four  little  Girls,  v/ere  taken  by  them  in  a  Dutch 
Ship  which  they  afterwards  took  going  to  Mocha, 
and  three  of  thofe  Women  marrying  fome  of  thefe 
Men,  went  with  them  to  live  in  their  new  Planta- 
tion ;  but  of  this  I  only  fpeak  by  Kear-fay. 

As  we  lay  here  fome  time,  I  found  our  People 
mightily  divided  in  their  Notions ;  fome  were  for 
going  this  Way,  and  fome  that,  till  at  lall  I  began 
tp  fui'efee  they  Would  jpart  Company,   and  perhaps 
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we  ftiould  not  have  Men  enough  to  keep  together, 
to  man  the  great  Ship,  fo  1  took  Captain  Wihnot 
alide,  and  began  to  talk  to  him  about  it ;  but  foon 
perceived  that  he  encliued  himfelf  to  flay  at  Mada- 
gafcar^  and  having  got  a  vail  Wealth  for  his  own 
Share,  had  fecret  Deligns  of  getting  Home  fomc 
Way  or  other. 

I  argued  the  Impoflibility  of  it,  and  tlie  Hazard 
he  would  run,  either  of  falling  into  the  Hands  of 
Thieves  and  Murtherers  in  the  Rcd-Sca^  who  would 
never  let  fuch  a  Treafure  as  his  was  pafs  their  Hands, 
or  of  his  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the  Evglijh,  Dutch y 
or  French^  who  would  certainly  hang  him  for  a 
Pyrate.  I  gave  him  an  Account  of  the  Voyage  I 
had  made  from  this  very  Place  to  the  Continent  of 
Africk^  and  what  a  Journey  it  was  to  travel  on  Foot. 

In  fhort,  nothing  could  perfuade  him,  but  he 
would  go  into  the  Red  Sea  with  the  Sloop,  and 
where  the  Children  of  Ifrael  pail  through  the  Sea 
dry-lhod,  and  landing  there,  would  travel  to  Grand 
Cairo  by  Land,  which  is  not  above  eighty  Miles, 
and  from  thence  he  faid  he  could  fliip  himfelf  by 
the  Way  of  Alexandria^   to  any  Part  of  the  World. 

I  reprefented  the  Hazard,  and  indeed  the  ImpoiTi- 
bility  of  his  pafiing  by  ^^m^Jja,  and  'Judda^  without 
being  attack'd,  if  he  ortcrcd  it  by  Force;  or  plun- 
dered, if  he  went  to  get  Leave,  and  explained  the 
Reafons  of  it  fo  much,  and  fo  effeftually,  that  tho* 
at  lail  he  would  not  hearken  to  it  himfelf,  none  of 
his  Men  would  go  vvitli  him.  They  told  him,  they 
would  go  any  where  with  him,  to  ferve  him,  but 
that  this  was  running  himfelf  and  them  into  certain 
Dellraftion,  Vy-ithout  any  Pcfiibllity  of  a\  oiding  it, 
or  Probability  of  anhvering  his  End.  The  Captain 
took  what  I  laid  to  him  quite  wrong,  and  pretended 
to  rcfent  it,  and  gave  me  feme  Buccanier  Words 
upon  it ;  but  I  gave  him  no  Fveturn  to  it,  bi.t  this, 
that  I  advifed  him  for  his  Advantage,  that  if  he  did 
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not  underftand  it  fo,  it  was  his  Fault,  not  mine ; 
that  I  did  not  forbid  to  go,  nor  had  I  ofFered  to  per- 
fuade  any  of  the  Men  not  to  go  with  him,  tho'  it 
was  to  their  apparent  Deilrudion. 

However,  warm  Heads  are  not  eafily  cooled  ; 
the  Captain  was  io  eager,  that  he  quitted  our  Com- 
pany, and  with  moil  of  his  Crew  v/ent  over  to 
Captain  A-oery,  and  Ibrted  with  liis  People,  taking 
all  the  Trea-fure  with  him,  which,  "by  the  Way,  was 
not  very  fair  in  him,  \\t  having  agreed  to  fliare  all 
our  Gains,  whether  more  or  le(s,  whether  abfent  or 
prefent. 

Our  Men  muttered  a  little  at  it,  but  I  pacified 
them  as  well  as  I  could,  and  told  them,  it  was  eafy 
for  us  to  get  as  much,  if  we  minded  our  Hits,  and 
Captain  V/'ilmct  had  fet  us  a  very  good  Example  ; 
for  by  the  fame  Rale,  the  Agreement  of  any  fartiier 
Sharing  of  Profits  with  them,  was  at  an  End.  I 
took  this  Occafion  to  put  into  their  Heads,  fome  Part 
of  my  farther  Defigns,  whicli  weie,  to  range  over 
the  Eaftern  Sea,  and  fee  if  we  could  not  make  our 
felves  as  rich  as  Mr.  A-oa-y^  who,  it  was  true,  had 
gotten  a  prodigious  deal  of  Money,  tho'  not  one 
Half  of  what  was  faid^  it  in  Europe. 

Our  Men  were  fo  p^fed  with  my  forward,  enter- 
prizing  Temper,  that  they  afuircd  me  that  they 
would  go  with  me,  one  and  all,  over  the  whole 
Globe,  wherever  I  would  carry  them  ;  and  as  for 
Captain  Wilmoty  they  v/ould  have  nothing  more  to 
do  witli  him.  This  came  to  his  Ears,  and  put  iiim 
into  a  great  Rage  ;  fo  that  he  threaten'd,  if  I  came 
on  Shoar,  he  v/ould  cut  my  Throat. 

I  had  Information  of  it  privately,  but  took  no 
Notice  of  it  at  all,  only  I  took  Care  not  to  go  un- 
provided for  him,  and  feldom  walked  about  but  in 
very  good  Company.  However,  at  laft  Captain 
Wihnot  and  I  met,  and  talked  over  the  Matter  very 
ferioufly,  and  I  offered  him  the  Sloop  to  go  v\  here 
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he  pleafcJ  ;  or,  if  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  that,  I 
offered  to  take  the  Sloop,  and  leave  him  the  great 
Ship.  But  he  declined  both,  and  only  defired  that 
I  would  leave  him  fix  Carpenters,  which  I  had  in  our 
Ship,  more  than  I  had  need  of,  to  help  his  Men  to 
iinifh  the  Sloop  that  was  begun  before  we  came  thi- 
ther, by  the  Men  that  loft  his  Ship.  This  I  con- 
fented  readily  to,  and  lent  him  feveral  other  Hands 
that  were  ufeful  to  them,  and  in  a  little  Time  they 
built  a  ftout  Brigantine  able  to  carry  fourteen  Guns, 
and  two  hundred  Men. 

What  Meafures  they  took,  and  how  Captain 
Anjeyy  managed  afterwards,  is  too  long  a  Story  to 
meddle  with  here ;  nor  is  it  any  of  my  Bufmefs,  hav- 
ing my  own  Story  ftill  upon  my  Hands. 

We  lay  here  about  tliefe  feveral  fimple  Difputes 
almoft  five  Months,  when  about  the  latter  End  of 
March  I  fet  fail  with  the  great  Ship,  having  in  her 
44  Guns,  and  400  Men,  and  the  Sloop,  carrying 
80  Men.  We  did  not  ftcer  to  ISUd-o.har  Coaft,  and 
ib  to  theGulph  of  Perjta,  as  was  at  firft  intended,  the 
Eaft  Monfoons  blowing  yet  too  ftrong,  but  we  kept 
more  under  the  African  Coaft,  where  we  had  the 
Wind  variable  till  we  pafb'd  the  Line,  and  made  the 
Qd.-^tBaJfa  in  the  Latitude  of  four  Degrees  10  Mi- 
nutes ;  from  thence,  the  Monfoons  beginning  to 
change  totheN.E.  and  N.  N.  E.  we  led  it  away, 
with  the  Wind  large,  to  the  Maldi^vies,  a  famous 
Lodge  of  Iflands,  well  known  by  all  the  Sailors 
who  have  gone  into  thofe  Parts  of  the  World  ;  and, 
leaving  theie  Ifiands  a  little  to  the  South,  we  made 
Cape  Co7nerin,  the  Southermoft  Land  of  the  C©aft 
of  Malabar,  and  v^'ent  round  the  hie  of  Ceylon. 
Here  v,'e  lay  by  awhile,  to  wait  for  Purchafe ;  and 
here  we  faw  three  large  EngliJ}}  Eafr-hdia  Ships 
going  from  Bengal,  or  from  Fort  St.  George,  home- 
ward for  Etjgland,  or  rather  for  Bi^yihay  and  Surat, 
.till  ^he  Trade  fet  in. 
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We  brought  to,  and  hoifting  an  EnglijJj  Ancient 
and  Pendant,  lay  by  for  them,  as  if  we  intended  ten 
attack  them.  They  could  not  tell  what  to  make 
of  us  a  good  while,  though  they  faw  our  Colours  j 
and,  I  believe,  at  firft  they  thought  us  to  be  French^ 
but  as  they  came  nearer  to  us,  we  let  them  foon  fee 
what  we  were,  for  we  hoilled  a  black  Flag  with  two 
CTofs  Daggers  in  it,  on  our  Alain  Top-mall  Head, 
which  let  them  fee  what  they  were  to  expefl. 

We  foon  found  the  Eftefts  of  this  ;  for,  at  firll 
they  fpread  their  Antients,  and  made  up  to  us  in  a 
Line  as  if  they  would  fight  us,  having  the  Wind  off 
Shore  fair  enough,  to  have  brought  them  on  board 
us ;  but  when  they  faw  what  Force  we  were  of,  and 
found  we  were  Cruifers  of  another  kind,  they  flood 
away  from  us  again,  with  all  the  Sail  they  could 
make.  If  they  had  come  up,  we  fhould  have 
given  them  an  unexpected  Welcome,but  as  it  was,w© 
had  no  JVlind  to  follow  them,  fo  v/e  let  them  go  for 
the  fame  Reafons  which  I  mentioned  before. 

But  though  we  let  them  pafs,  we  did  not  defigtt 
to  let  others  go,  at  fo  eaiy  a  Price  :  It  was  but  the 
next  Morning  that  we  faw  a  Sail,  Handing  round 
Cape  Co7nerin,  and  fteering,  as  we  thought,  the 
fame  Courfe  with  us.  We  knew  not  at  firll  what 
to  do  with  her,  becaufe  flie  had  the  Shore  on  her 
I>arboard  Quarter,  and  if  we  offered  to  chafe  her, 
fhe  might  pat  into  any  Port  or  Creek,  and  efcape  us; 
but  to  prevent  this,  we  fent  the  Sloop,  to  get  in 
between  her  and  the  Land;  as  foon  as  Hie  faw  that, 
fhe  haled  in  to  keep  the  Land  aboard,  and  when  the 
Sloop  flood  towards  her,  flie  made  right  afhore  with 
all  the  Canvas  fhe  could  fpread. 

The  Sloop  however  came  up  with  her,  and  en- 
gaged her,  and  found  ^n.Q  was  a  Veffel  of  ten  Guns, 
Portuguefe  built,  but  in  the  Dutch  Traders  Hands, 
and  manned  by  Dutchnen,  who  were  bound  from 
the  Gulph  of  Perjia,  to   Eata-via^    to   fetch   Spices 
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and  other  Goods  from  thence.  1  he  Sloop's  JVJen 
took  her  and  had  the  Rummaging  of  licr  before  we 
came  up  :  She  hnd  in  her  ibme  European  Goods, 
and  a  good  round  Sum  of  Money,  and  feme  Pearl ; 
ib  that  tho'  we  did  not  go  to  the  Gulph  for  the 
Pearl,  the  Pearl  came  to  us  out  of  the  Gulph,  and 
we  had  our  Share  of  it.  This  was  a  rich  Ship, 
and  the  Goods  were  of  very  confiderable  Value,  be- 
fides  the  Money  and  the  Pearl. 

We  had  a  long  Confultation  here,  what  we  (hould 
do  with  the  Men ;  for,  to  give  them  the  Ship,  and 
let  them  purfue  their  Voyage  to  'Ja'va^  would  be  to 
alarm  the  Dutch  Fa<5lory  there,  wlio  are  by  far  the 
llrongell  in  the  Indies,  and  to  make  our  Palfage 
that  Way  impradlicable  ;  whereas  v/e  refolved  to  vi- 
iit  that  Part  of  the  Word  in  our  Way,  but  v/ere  not 
willing  to  pafs  the  geat  Bay  of  Be?igal,  where  we 
hoped  for  a  great  deal  of  Purchafe ;  and  therefore  it 
behoved  us  not  to  be  Way -laid  before  we  came  there, 
becaufe  they  knew  we  mull:  pafs  by  the  Streights  of 
Malacca,  or  thofe  of  Sundy,  and  either  Way  it  was 
very  eafy  to  prevent  us. 

While  we  were  confultlng  this  in  the  great 
Cabin,  the  Men  had  had  the  fame  Debate  before 
the  Mail,  and  it  feems  the  Majority  there  were  for 
pickling  up  the  poor  Dutchmen  among  the  Herrings  ; 
in  a  Word,  they  were  for  throwing  them  all  into 
the  Sea.  Poor  William  the  Quaker  was  in  great 
Concern  about  this,  and  comes  direftly  to  me,  to 
talk  about  it.  tlark  thee,  fays  William,  ^jchat  ivilt 
thou  do  <zvith  thefe  Dutchmen  thou  hajl  on  heard,  thou 
ivilt  not  let  the 7n  go  Ifuppcfe,  fays  he.^  Wky  fays  I, 
William,  nxould you  ad-vife  me  to  let  them  go?  No^ 
fays  William,  /  cannot  fay  it  is  fit  for  thee  to  let  them 
go ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  go  on  <vjith  their  Voyage  to  Batavia, 
becaufe  it  is  not  for  thy  Turn  that  the  Dutch  at  Batavia 
fhoidd  ha've  any  Kno<vMdge  of  tlr^  being  in  thefe  Seas, 
tf ell  then,  fays  I,  to  him,  I  kno-,v  no  Remedy  but  to 
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thronx)  them  0-verboard.  Tou  b/o^iv  William,  fays  I, 
a  Dutchman /zwwj  li^e  a  Fijh,  ajtd  all  our  People  here 
are  of  the  fame  Opinion  as  nvell  as  J ;  at  the  fame 
time  I  refolved  it  Jhould  not  be  done,  but  n^vanted  tv 
hear  nvhat  William  ivouldfay:  But  he  gra'vely  reply" d, 
if  all  the  Men  in  the  Ship  ^uuere  of  that  Mind,  I  <Tvili 
ne'ver  belie-ve  that  thou  nx>ilt  be  of  that  Mind  thy  felfi 
for  I  ha-ve  heard  thee  protejl  againji  Cruelty  in  all  other 
Cafes.  Well  William  fays  I,  that  is  true,  but  tahat 
then  /hall  itr  do  ^vith  them  ?  Why,  fays  William, 
is  there  no  Way  but  to  murther  them  P  I  am  per f  evaded 
thou  canji  not  be  in  earnejl  ;  no  indeed  William,  fays  I, 
I  am  not  in  earneji  but  they  pall  not  go  to  Java,  no  ntr 
ta  Ceylon,  that  is  certain.  But,  fays  William,  the 
Men  have  done  thee  no  In  jury  at  all, nvh  at  ca^tjl  thoupre^ 
tend  to  hurt  them  for?  Nay,  William,  fays  I,  do  not 
.talk  of  that,  I  ha've  Pretence  enough  if  that  be  all: 
My  Pretence  is  to  prevent  doing  7ne  hurt,  and  that  is  as 
neceffary  a  Piece  of  the  Laix!  of  SelfPrefer-uation  as 
any  you  can  natne ;  but  the  main  Thing  is,  1  knonv  not 
rwhat  to  do  -Mith  them  to  prevent  their  prat'mg. 

While  William  and  I  was  talking,  the  Poor 
Dutchmen  were  openly  condemned  to  die  as  it  may 
.be  called,  by  the  whole  Ship's  Company ;  and  (b 
warm  were  the  A/Ien  upon  it,  that  they  grew  very 
clamorous ;  and  when  they  heard  that  William 
was  againft  it,  fome  of  thera  fwore  they  ihould  die^ 
and  if  William  oppofed  it,  he  fliould  drown  along 
with  them. 

But  as  J.  was  relblved  to  put  an  End  to  their  cru- 
^1  Projecfl:,  fo  I  found  it  was  time  to  take  upon  me  a 
little,  or  the  bloody  Humour  might  grow  too  ftrong ; 
fo  I  called  the  Dutchmen  up,  and  talked  a  little 
Vv/itli  them.  Firft  I  aflccd  them  if  they  were  willing 
to  go  with  us;  two  of  them  offered  it  prefently,  but 
the  refl,  which  were  fourteen,  declined  it.  Well 
then,  faid  I,  where  would  you  go?  They  defired 
.hey  fhould  go  to  Ceyhn.     No,  I  told  them,  X  could 
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not  allow  them  to  go  to  any  Dw/f^Facflory,  and  toW 
them  very  plainly  the  Reafons  of  it,  which  they 
could  not  deny  to  be  juft.  I  let  them  krow  alfo  the 
cruel  bloody  Meafures  of  our  Men,  but  that  I  had 
refolved  to  fave  them,  if  pofllble,  and  therefore  I 
told  them,  1  would  fet  them  on  Shoar  at  fome  Eng- 
lij}j  Fa£lory  at  Bengal,  or  put  them  on  board  any 
JEngUJh  Ship  I  met,  after  I  was  paft  the  Streights  of 
tSundy  or  of  Malacca,  but  not  before  ;  for  as  to  my 
coming  back  again,  I  told  them,  I  would  run  the 
venture  of  their  Dutch  Po^\^er  from  Bata^ia,  but  I 
would  not  have  the  News  come  there  before  me, 
becaufe  it  would  make  all  their  Merchant  Ships  lay 
up,  and  keep  out  of  our  Way. 

It  come  next  into  our  Confideration,  what  we 
ftiould  do  with  the  Ship  ;  but  this  was  not  long  re- 
folving  ;  for  there  were  but  two  Ways,  either  to  fet 
her  on  Fire,  or  to  run  her  on  Shoar,  and  we  chofe 
the  laft  ;  fo  we  fet  her  Fore-Sail  with  the  Tack  at 
the  Cat-head,  and  leaflit  her  Helm  a  little  to  Star- 
board, to  anfwer  her  Head-fail,  and  fo  fet  her  a-going, 
with  neither  Cat  or  Dog  in  her,  and  it  Vv^as  not  above 
two  Hours  before  v/e  faw  h:r  run  right  alnoar  upon 
the  Ccaft,  a  little  beyond  the  Cape  Ccjnerin,  and 
away  we  went  round  about  Ceylon,  for  the  Coaft  of 
Coromandel. 

We  failed  along  there,  not  in  Sight  of  the  Shoar, 
only,  but  fo  near,  as  to  fee  the  Ships  in  the  Road 
at  fort  St.  David,  Fort  St.  George,  and  at  the  other 
Fadories  along  that  Shoar,  as  well  as  along  the  Coail 
ofGalconda,  carrying  our  E'wg-/^  Antient,  when  we 
came  near  the  Dutch  Fadories,  and  Dutch  Colours 
when  we  paft  by  the  Englijh  Factories.  We  met 
with  little  Purchafe  upon  this  Coaft,  except  two 
fmall  Veffels  of  Golco7ida,  bound  crofs  the  Bay  with 
Bales  of  Calicoes  and  Muilins,  and  wrought  Silks, 
and  fifteen  Bales  of  Romals,  from  the  Bottom  of  the 
Bay,  which  were  ^oing,  on  whofe  Account  we  knew 
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net,  to  JchiTi,  and  to  other  Ports  on  tlie  Coart  of 
Malacca  ;  we  did  not  enquire  to  wl'.at  Place  in  par- 
ticular, but  we  let  the  Vcflcls  go,  having  none  but 
Indians  on  board. 

In  the  Bottom  of  the  Bay  we  met  w  ith  a  great 
jfofik,  belonging  to  the  MoguPs  Court,  with  a  great 
many  People,  Paffengers  as  we  fuppofcd  them  to  be ; 
it  feems  they  were  bound  for  the  River  Hugc/y,  or 
Ganges,  and  C2.me  f torn  SuT^an  a  ;  this  was  a  Pi  ize 
worth  taking  indeed,  and  we  got  fo  much  Gold  iu 
her,  befides  other  Goods  which  we  did  not  meddle 
with,  Pepper  in  particular,  that  it  had  like  to  have 
put  an  End  to  our  Cruile  ;  for  almort  all  my  ?vleii 
faid  we  were  rich  enough,  and  delired  to  go  back 
again  to  Madagafcar  ;  but  I  had  other  Things  in  my 
Head  llill,  and  when  I  came  to  talk  to  them,  and 
fet  Friend  William  to  talk  with  them,  we  put  iuch 
further  golden  Hopes  into  their  Headsj  that  we  foon: 
prevailed  with  them  to  Jet  us  go  on. 

My  next  Defign  was,  to  leave  all  the  dangerous 
Strcights  of  Malacca,  Sincapcre,  and  Sundji,  V'.'here 
we  could  expe(5l  no  great  Booty,  but  Vv'hat  we  might 
light  on  in  European  Ships,  which  we  muft  fight  for ; 
and  tho'  we  were  able  to  fight,  and  wanted  no 
Courage,  even  to  Defperation ;  yet  we  were  rich 
too,  and  refolved  to  be  richer,  and  took  this  for  our 
Maxim  :  That  while  we  were  fure  the  Wealth  we 
fought  was  to  be  had  without  fighting,  we  had  no 
Occafion  to  put  ourfelves  to  the  Neceffity  of  fighting 
for  that  which  would  come  upon  eafy  Terms. 

We  left  therefore  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  coming 
to  the  Coaft  ai  Sujnatra,  we  put  in  at  a  fmall  Port, 
where  there  was  a  Town,  inhabited  only  by  Mai- 
laya7:s,  and  here  we  took  in  frefh  Water,  and  a  large 
Quantity  of  good  Pork  pickled  up,  and  well  falted, 
notwithltanding  the  Heat  of  the  Climate,  being  in 
the  very  Middle  of  the  Torrid  Zone,  viz.  in  three 
Deg.  fifteen  Minutes  North  Latitude.     We  alfo  took 
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€n  board  both  our  Veficls,  forty  Hogs  alive,  which 
ferved  us  for  frefh  Provifions,  having  Abundance  of 
Food  for  them  fuch  as  the  Country  produced  ;  fuch 
as  Guams,  Potatce?,  and  a  fort  of  coarfe  Rice  good 
for  nothing  elfe  but  to  feed  the  Swine.  We  killed 
one  of  thefe  Hogs  every  Day,  and  found  them  to 
be  excellent  Meat.  We  took  in  alfo  a  monilrous 
Quantity  of  Duck?,  and  Cocks  and  Hens,  the  fame 
Kind  as  we  have  in  Efigland,  which  we  kept  for 
Change  of  Provifions,  and  if  I  remember  right,  we 
had  no  lefs  than  two  Thoufand  cf  them  ;  fo  that  at 
f-rft  v.e  were  peficred  Vv'ith  them  very  much,  but  we 
fcon  kfiencd  them  by  boiling,  roalling,  fiewing,  ^V. 
for  we  never  wanted  while  we  had  them. 

My  long  projefled  Def  gn  now  lay  open  to  me, 
V.  hich  was,  to  fall  amongft  the  Dutch  Spice  Iflands, 
and  fee  what  Mifchief  I  could  do  there  ;  accordingly 
v.e  put  out  to  Sea,  the  12th  of  Jugujl,  and  pafhng 
the  Line  the  1 7th,  we  ttcod  away  due  South,  leaving 
the  Straits  of  8ti?:(^y,  and  thelHccf  la^ja,  on  the 
Eaft,  till  we  came  to  the  Latitude  of  1 1  Degrees, 
20  Minutes,  when  we  fteered  Eall:  and  E  N  E 
having  eafy  Gaks  from  the  W  S  W  till  we  cams 
among  the  Moluccas,  or  Spice  Iflands. 

V/e  paffed  thofe  Seas  v.'ith  lefs  Difficulty  than  in 
other  Places,  the  Winds  to  the  South  of  la^ua^  being, 
more  variable,  and  the  Weather  good,  tho'  fome- 
timeswe  met  with  fquailyWeather,  and  fliortStorms  ;. 
but  when  v,e  came  in  among  the  Spice  Iflands  them- 
ielvc-s,  we  had  a  Share  of  ihQ  Monfcons,  or  Trade 
Winds,  and  made  ufe  of  them  accordingly. 

The  infinite  Number  of  Iflands  which  lie  in  thofe 
Seas,  embarrall  us  llrangely,  and  it  was  with  great 
Difficulty  that  we  worked  our  Way  thro'  them  -, 
then  we  fleered  for  the  North  Side  of  the  Phillipines^ 
where  we  had  a  double  Chance  for  Purchafe,  'vi'z,. 
either  to  meet  with  the  Spanijh  Ships  from  Jcopuko 
en  the  Coalt  of  Ne^-Spaw^  or  we  were  certain  not 
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,  to  fail  of  finding  fome  Ships  or  Jonks  of  China,  who, 
if  they  came  from  Ch'ma,  would  have  a  great  Quan- 
tity of  Goods  of  Value  on  Board,  as  well  as  Money  j 
or  if  we  took  them  going  back,  we  fhould  find  them 
loaden  with  Nutmegs  and  Cloves  from  Banda  and 
Tetnate,  or  from  fome  of  the  other  Iflands. 

We  were  right  in  our  Gueffes  here  to  a  Tittle, 
and  we  fleered  diredtly  through  a  large  Out-let, 
which  they  call  a  Streight,  tho'  it  be  fifteen  Miles 
broad,  and  to  an  Ifland  they  call  Daurma,  and  from 
thence  N  N  E  to  Ba-nda ;  between  thefe  Iflands  we 
met  with  a  Dutch  Jonk,  or  VefTel  going  to  Amhoyna. 
We  took  her  without  much  Trouble,  and  I  had 
much  ado  to  prevent  our  Men  miurthering  all  the 
Men,  as  foon  as  they  heard  them  fay  they  belonged 
to  Amhffpta^  the  Reafon  I  fuppofe  any  one  will  guefs. 

We  took  out  of  her  about  fixteen  Ton  of  Nut- 
megs, fome  Provifions,  and  their  fmall  Arms,  for 
they  had  no  great  Guns,  and  let  the  Ship  go  :  from 
thence  we  failed  direftly  to  the  Banda  lilaiid  or 
Iflands,  where  we  v/ere  fure  to  get  more  Nutmeg*,-' 
if  we  thought  fit ;  for  my  Part  I  would  willingly 
have  got  more  Nutmegs,  tho'  I  had  paid  for  them, 
but  our  People  abhorred  paying  for  any  thing ;  fa 
we  got  about  twelve  Ton  more  at  feveral  l^imes, 
mofl  of  them  from  Shoar,  and  only  a  few  in  a  fmall 
Boat  of  the  Natives,  which  was  going  to  Giloh.  We 
would  have  traded  openly,  but  the  Dutch,  who  have 
made  themfelves  M afters  of  all  thofe  Iflands,  forbid 
the  People  dealing  with  us,  or  any  Strangers  what- 
ever, and  kept  them  fo  in  Awe,  that  they  durfl  not 
do  it ;  fo  we  could  indeed  have  made  nothing  of  it^ 
if  we  had  flaid  longer,  and  therefore  refolved  to  be 
gone  for  Temate,  and  fee  if  we  could  make  up  our" 
Loading  with  Cloves. 

Accordingly  we  flood  away  North,    but  found 

ourfelves  fo  entangled   among  innumerable  Iflands,, 

and  without  any  Pilot  that  underllood  the  Channel^ 
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and  Rr.ccs  between  them,  that  \vc  were  obliged  to 
give  it  over,  and  refolved  to  go  back  again  toBancfa^ 
8nd  fee  what  we  ccruld  get  among  the  other  Ifiands 
tiiereaboiits. 

The  firft  Adventure  we  made  here,  had  like  to 
liave  been  fatal  to  us  all,  for  the  Sloop  being  ahead, 
made  the  Signal  to  us  for  feeing  a  Sail,  and  after- 
wards arother,  and  a  third,  by  which  we  underllood 
ihe  faw  three  Sail,  w  hereupon  we  made  more  fail  to 
come  up  with  her,but  on  a  fuddcn  was  gotten  among 
fome  Rocks,  {idling  foul  upon  them  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner a3  frighted  us  all  very  heartily  ;  for  having  it 
feems  but  jull  Water  enough  as  it  were  to  an  Inch, 
©ur  Rudder  fLruck  upon  the  Top  of  a  Rock,  which 
gave  us  a  terrible  Shock,  and  fplit  a  great  Piece  off 
of  the  Rudder,  and  indeed  difabled  it  fo,  that  our 
Ship  would  not  fteer  at  all ;  at  leaft  not  fo  as  to  be 
depended  upon,  and  we  v;ere  glad  to  hand  all  our 
Sails,  except  our  Fore-fail  and  Main-top-fail,  and 
with  them  we  Hood  away  to  the  Eaft,  to  fee  if  we 
could  find  any  Creek  or  Harbour  where  we  might 
lay  the  Ship  on  Shoar,  and  repair  our  Rudder  ;  be- 
^des,  we  found  the  Ship  herfelf  had  received  fome 
Damage,  for  ihe  had  fome  little  Leak  near  her  Stern 
Poft,  but  a  great  Way  under  Water. 

By  this  Mifchance  we  loft  the  Advantages  what- 
ever they  were,  of  the  three  Sail  of  Ships  which  we 
afterward  came  to  hear,  were  fmall  Dutch  Ships  from 
Bata'via,  going  to  Banda  and  Amhcyna^  to  load  Spice, 
and  no  doubt  had  a  good  Quantity  of  Money  on 
board. 

Upon  the  Difaller  I  have  been  fpeaking  of^  you 
may  very  well  fuppofe  that  we  came  to  an  Anchor 
as  foon  as  we  could,  which  was  upon  a  fmall  Ifland 
not  far  from  Banda^  where  tho'  the  Dutch  keep  no 
f  aftory^  yet  they  come  at  the  Seafon  to  buy  Nut- 
megs and  K'lace.  W«  ftaid  there  thirteen  Days  ;  but 
ihsra  being  no  Place  wherp  we  could  lay  the  Ship  on 

Shear,, 


Cap.  Singleton.  225 

Shoar,  we  fent  the  Sloop  tocruife  among  thelflands, 
to  look  out  for  a  Place  fit  for  us.  In  the  mean  time 
we  got  very  good  Water  here,  fome  Provifions,  Roots, 
and  Fruits,  and  a  good  Quantity  of  Nutmegs  and 
Mace,  which  we  found  Ways  to  trade  with  the  Na- 
tives for,  Vvithout  the  Knowledge  of  their  Mailers 
the  Dutch. 

At  length  our  Sloop  rcturn'd,  having  found  ano- 
ther Iiland  where  there  was  a  very  good  Harbour, 
we  run  in,  and  came  to  an  Anchor.  We  immedi- 
ately unbent  all  our  Sails,  fent  them  afliore  upon  the 
Iiland,  and  fet  up  feven  or  eight  Tents  with  them  : 
Then  we  unrigged  our  Top-mails,  and  lowered  them 
down,  hoiiled  ail  our  Guns  out,  our  Provifions  and 
Plunder,  and  put  them  afhore  in  the  Tents.  With 
the  Guns  we  made  two  fmall  Batteries,  for  fear  of  a 
Surprize,  and  kept  a  Look-out  upon  the  Hill, 
When  we  were  all  ready,  we  laid  the  Ship  a-ground 
upon  a  hard  Sand,  the  upper  End  of  the  Harbour, 
and  fiior'd  her  up  on  each  Side.  At  low  Water  fhe 
lay  almofl  dry,  iO  we  mended  her  Bottom,  and  ilopt 
the  Leak  which  was  occafioned  by  llraining  fome 
of  the  Rudder  Irons  with  the  Shock  which  the  Ship 
had  againft  the  Rock. 

Having  done  this,  v/e  alfo  took  Occafion  to  clean 
her  Bottom,  which,  having  been  at  Sea  fo  long, 
was  very  foul.  The  Sloop  walhM  and  tallow'd  alfo, 
but  was  ready  before  us,  and  cruifed  eight  or  ten 
Days  among  the  Iflands,  but  met  with  no  Purchafe  ; 
fo  that  we  began  to  be  tired  of  the  Place,  having 
little  to  divert  us,  but  the  moll  furious  Claps  of 
Thunder  that  ever  were  heard  or  read  of  in  the 
World. 

V/e  were  in  Hopes  to  have  met  with  fome  Purchafe 
here  among  the  Chinefe,  who  we  had  been  told  came 
to  Ternate  to  trade  for  Cloves,  and  to  the  Banda  Ifles 
for  Nutmegs,  and  we  could  have  been  very  glad  to 
have  loaded  our  Galleon,  or  great  Ship,  with  thefe 
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two  Sorts  of  Spice,  and  have  thought  it  a  glorioui 
Voyage  ;  but  we  found  nothing-  ilirring  more  than 
what  I  have  faid,  except  Dutchmen^  who  by  what 
Means  we  could  not  imagine,  had  either  a  Jealoufy 
of  us,  or  Intelhgence  of  us,,  and  kept  themfelves 
clofe  in  their  Ports. 

I  was  once  refolved  to  have  made  a  Defcent  at 
1^^  Ifland  of  Dumas^  the  Place  moil  famous  for  the 
beft  Nutmegs ;  but  Friend  Wlll'wm,  who  was  always 
for  doing  our  Bufinefs  without  Fighting,   difl'uaded 
me  from  it,  and  gave  fuch  Rcafons   for  it,  that  we 
could  not  refill  i  particularly  the  great  Heats  of  the 
Seafon,  and  of  the  Place,  for  we  were  now  in  the  La- 
titude of  juil  half  a  Degree  South ;  but  while  we  were 
difputing  this  Point,  we  were  foon  determined  by  the 
following  Accident.  We  had  a  llrong  Gale  of  Wind 
at  S  W  by  W  and  the  Ship  had  frefli  Way,    but  a 
great  Sea  rolling  in  upon  us  from  the  N  E  which  we 
afterwards  found  was  the  Pouring  in  of  the  Great 
Ocean  Eafl:  of  hle-vj  Guinea.      However,    as  I  faid^ 
v/e  Hood  away  large, .  and  made  frefli  Way,  when  on 
thefudden,    from  a  dark  Cloud  which  hover'd  over 
our  Heads,    came  a  Flafh,    or  rather  Blail  of  Light- 
ning,   which  was  fo  terrible,    and  quiver'd  fo  long 
among  us,  that  net  I  only,  but  all  our  Men  thought 
the  Ship  was  oir  Vitq-      The  Heat  of  the  Flalli  or 
Fire  v/as  fo  fenfibiy  felt  in  our  Faces,    that  fome  of 
our  Men  had  Bliilers  raifed  by  it  on  their  Skins,  not 
immediately  perhaps  by  the  Heat^    but  by  the  poi- 
fonois  or  noxious  ParticleSj    Vvhich  mix'd  themfelves 
with  the  Matter  infliim'd.     But  this  was  not  all  i  the 
Shock  of  the  Air  which  the  Fraclure  in  the  Clouds 
made,-    was  fuch,.   that  our  Ship  fhcok   as  when  a^ 
Broadfide  is  f.rcd,    and  her  Motion  being  chock'd  as 
it  were  at  once  by  a  Repulfe  fuperior  to  the   Force- 
that  gave  her  Way  before,  the  Sails  all  flevv'  back  in 
a.  Moment,  and  the  Ship  lay,  as  we  might  truly  lay^. 
TJiunder-itruck..     As  dbe  Blail  from. the  Cloud  was- 

foe 
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ifb  very  near  us,  it  was  but  a  few  Moments  after  the 
Flafh,  that  the  terribleft  Clap  of  Thunder  followed^ 
that  was  ever  heard  by  Mortals.  I  firmly  believe 
a  Blafl  of  a  Hundred  Thoufand  Barrels  of  Gunpow- 
der could  not  have  been  greater  to  our  Hearing ;  nay 
indeed,  to  fome  of  our  Men  it  took  away  their  Hear-' 
inor, 

o 

It  is  not  pofTible  for  me  to  defciibe,  of  any  one  ta» 
conceive  the  Terror  of  that  Minute.  Our  Men  were' 
in  fuch  a  Confternarion,  that  not  a  Man  on  Boardi- 
rhe  Ship  had  Prefence  of  Mind  to  apply  to  the" 
proper  Duty  of  a  Sailor,  except  Friend  'William  ^ 
and  had  not  he  run  very  nimbly,  and  with  a  Com- 
pofure  that  I  am  fure  I  v/as  not  Mailer  of,  to  let  gO' 
the  Fore-fheet,  fet  in  the  Weather  Brace  of  the  Fore- 
yard,  and  haul'd  down  the  Top-fails,  we  had  cer- 
tainly brought  all  our  Mafcs  by  the  Board,  and  per- 
haps have  been  overwhelm'd  in  the  Sea. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  mull  confefs  my  Eyes  were  open' 
to  my  Danger,  tho'  not  the  leaft  to  any  thing  of 
Application  for  Remedy.  I  was  all  Amaz:ement:-and 
Confufion,  and  this  was  the  firfi  Time  that  I  can 
fay  I  began  to  feel  the  EfFedts  of  that  Horror  which- 
I  know  fmce  much  more  of,  upon  the  juil  Refledlion^ 
on  my  former  Life.  I  thought  m.yfelf  doom'd  by 
Heaven  to  fink  that  Moment  into  eternal  Dellru6lion  ;; 
and  with  this  peculiar  Mark-  of  Terror,  'viz.  That: 
the  Vengeance  v/as  not  executed  in  the  ordinary 
Way  of  human  Juilice,  but  that  God  had  taken  me" 
into  his  immediate  diipofmg,  and  had  refolved  to  be- 
the  Executor  of  his  own  Vengeance. 

Let  them  alone  defcribe  the  Confulion  Lwas  in,- 

who  knov/  what  was  the  Cafe  of -Child  Oi  Shad^' 

itjsH,  or  Francis  Spara.  It  is  impoiTible  to  defcribe. 
My  Soul  was  all  Amazement  and  Surprize ;  I  thought 
Y[\y\df  jiift  fmking  into  Eternity,  owning  the  divine* 
Jufrice  of  my  Punilhment,  but  not  at  all  feelingany 
of  the  moving,  foftening  Tokens  of  a  fingere  Penitent,. 
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jifHifted  at  the  Punifhment,  but  not  at  the  Crimc% 
alarmed  at  the  Vengeance,  but  not  terrified  at  the 
Guilt,  having  the  lame  Gult  to  the  Crime,  tho' 
terrified  to  the  lall  Degree  at  the  Thought  of  the  Pu- 
nifhment, which  I  concluded  I  was  juil  now  going 
to  receive. 

But  perhaps  many  that  read  this  will  be  fenfible  of 
the  Thunder  and  Lightning,  that  may  think,  nothing 
of  the  relt,  or  rather  may  make  a  Jefl  of  it  all,  fo 
1  fay  no  more  of  it  at  this  Time,  but  proceed  to 
tiie  Story  of  the  Voyage.  When  the  Amazement 
was  over,  and  the  Men  began  to  come  to  themfelves, 
chey  fell  a  calling  for  one  another,  every  one  for  his 
.Friend,  or  for  thofe  he  liad  mofl;  Refped  for ;  and  it 
was  a  Angular  Satisfaction  to  find  that  no  body  was 
hurt.  The  next  thing  was  to  enquire  if  the  Ship 
had  received  no  Dam.age,  wlien  the  Boatfwain  Hep- 
ping  fcrv^^ard,  found  th^it  Part  of  the  Head  was  gone, 
but  not  fo  as  to  endanger  the  Bowfprit ;  fo  we  hoif^ed 
our  Topfails  again,  haul'd  aft  the  Fore-iheet,  brac'4 
the  Yards,  and  went  our  Courfe  as  before  :  Nor  can 
I  deny  but  that  we  were  all  fomewliat  like  the  Ship, 
our  flrll  Aitoniihment  being  a  little  over,  and  that 
we  found  the  Ship  fwim  again,  we  were  fcon  the 
fame  irreligious  hardned  Crew  that  we  were  before, 
and  I  amono;  the  reir. 

As  we  now  fleered,  our  Courfe  lay  NN  E  and  we 
j)a{red  thus  with  a  fair  Wind,  tliro^  the  Streight  or 
Channel  between  the  lilind  of  Gihloy  and  the  Land 
of  'Nonja  Guinea,  W'hen  we  were  foon  in  the  open 
Sea  or  Ocean,  on  the  South  Eaft  of  the  Philippines^ 
being  the  great  Pacifick,  or  South  Sea,  where  it  may 
be  faid  to  join  itfelf  with  the  vaft  Indian  Ocean. 

As  we  pafTed  into  thefe  Seas  fleering  due  Norths 
fo  we  foon  crofs'd  the  Line  to  the  North  Side,  and 
■fo  failed  on  towards  Mindanoa  and  Manilla^  the  chief 
of  the  Philippine  Iflands,  without  meeting  with  any 
"Purchafe^  till  we  came  to  the  Northward  oi  Manilla^ 
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and  then  our  Trade  began ;  for  here  we  took  three 
yaponefe  VelTels,  tho''  at  fome  Diftance  from  Manila- 
la.  Two  of  them  had  made  their  Market,  and  were 
going  Home  with  Nutmegs,  Cinnamon,  Cloves^ 
X^fc.  befides  all  Sorts  of  European  Goods  brought 
with  the  Spanijh  Ships  from  Acapulco.  They  had 
together  eight  and  thirty  Ton  of  Cloves,  and  fve 
or  fix  Ton  of  Nutmegs,  and  as  much  Cinnamon. 
We  took  the  Spice,  but  meddled  with  very  little  of 
the  EwopeanGoadiS,  they  being,  as  we  thought,  not 
worth  our  while,  but  we  were  very  forry  for  it  foon 
after,  and  therefore  grew  wifer  upon  the  next  Occa- 
fion. 

The  third  Japonefe  was  the  bell  Pri7£  to  us,  for 
he  came  v/ith  Money,  and  a  great  deal  of  Gold  un- 
coin'd,  to  buy  fuch  Goods  as  we  mentioned  above : 
We  eafed  him  of  his  Gold,  and  did  him  no  other 
Harm,  and  having  no  Intention  to  Hay  long  here, 
we  ftood  away  for  China. 

We  were  at  Sea  above  two  Months  upon  this 
Voyage,  beatir^g  it  up  againll  the  Wind,  which  blew 
fteadily  from  the  N  Ey  and  within  a  Point  or  two  one 
Way  or  other  j  and  this  indeed  was  the  Reafon 
why  we  met  with  the  more  Prizes  in  our  Voyage. 

We  were  jull  gotten  clear  of  the  Philippines,  and 
as  we  pui^pofed  to  go  to  the  I  He  of  Fomwfa  when  the 
Wind  blew  fo  frefh  at  N  N  E  that  tlicre  was  no 
making  any  thing  of  it,  and  we  were  forced  to  put 
back  to  Laconia,  the  moil  Nc:therly  of  thofe  I  {lands. 
We  rede  here  very  fecure,  and  ihifted  our  Situation 
not  in  \'  iev/  of  any  Danger,  for  there  was  none,  but 
for  a  better  Supply  of  Provilions,  which  we  found 
the  People  very  willing  to  fupply  us  with. 

There  lay  while  v/e  remained  here,  three  very 
great  Galleons  or  Spanijh  Ships,  from  the  South  Seas, 
whether  newly  come  in,  or  ready  to  fail,  we  could 
not  underlland  at  firll  i  but  as  we  found  the  China 
Traders  began  taload  and  fet  forward  to  the  North, 
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we  concluded  the  Spanijh  Ships  had  newly  unloaded 
their  Cargo,  and  thefe  had  been  buying  ;  fovve  doubt- 
ed not  but  we  fhould  meet  with  Purchafe  in  the  reft 
of  our  Voyage,  neither  indeed  could  we  well  mifs 
of  it. 

Wc  ftayed  here  till  the  begining  of  May,  when 
we  were  told  tlie  Chinefe  Traders  would  fet  forward, 
for  the  Northern  Monfoons  end  about  ihe  latter  End 
of  March,  or  the  Beginning  of  ylpril  \  fo  that  they 
are  fure  of  fair  Winds  Home.  Accordingly  we  hi- 
red fomc  of  the  Country  Boats,  which  are  very  fwift 
Sailers,  to  go  and  bring  usWord  how  Affairs  flood  at 
Manilla,  and  when  the  China  Jonks  \vould  fail,  and 
by  this  Intelligence  we  ordered  our  A4atters  fo  well, 
that  tlxree  Days  after  we  fet  Sail,  we  fell  in  with  no 
lefs  than  eleven  of  them,  out  of  which  however 
having  by  Alisfortune  of  difcovering  our  felves,  taken 
but  three,  we  contented  our  felves,  and  purfued  our 
Voyage  to  Formofa.  In  thefe  three  VefTels  we  took 
in  fhort  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Cloves,  Nutmegs,  Cin- 
namon, and  IVIace,  befides  Silv^er,  that  our  Men  be- 
gan to  be  of  my  Opinion,  T^hat  nx:e  njcere  rich  enoifgh\. 
and  in  fliort,  we  Imd  nothing  to  do  now,  but  to  con- 
fider  by  what  Methods  to  fecure  the  immenfc  Treafure 
we  had  ?ot. 

I  was  fecretly  glad  to  hear,  that  they  w^ere  of 
this  Opinion ;  for  I  had  long  before  refolved,  if  it 
was  pcfTible,  to  perfwade  them  to  think  of  return- 
ing, having  fully  perfcifted  my  firft  projeded  Deiign,. 
of  Rummaging  among  the  Spice  Iflands,  and  all, 
thofe  Prizes,  which  were  exceeding  rich  at  Manilla,. 
was  quiet  beyond  my  Defign. 

But  now  I  had  heard  what  the  Men  faid,  and  hoW' 
they  thought  we  were  very  well.     I  let  them  know 
by  Friend  WilUayn  that  I  intended    only  to  fail  to; 
the  Ifland  Formofa,  v/here  I  fhould  fmd  Opportunity 
to  turn  our  Spices  and    European  Goods  into  ready 
Money,  and  tbat  then  I  would  tack  about  for  the: 
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South,  the  Northern  Monfoons  being  perhaps  by 
that  time  alfo  ready  to  fet  in.  They  all  approved 
of  my  Defign,.  and  willingly  went  forward,  becaufe^. 
befides  the  Winds,  which  would  not  permit  until 
OSiober^  to  go  to  the  South ;  I  fay,  befide  this,  we 
were  now  a  very  deep  Ship,  having  near  two  Hun- 
dred Ton  of  Goods  on  board,  and  particularly 
fome  very  valuable.  The  Sloop  alfo  had  a  Propor- 
tion. 

With  this  Refolution  we  went  on  chearfully,  when 
within  about  twelve  Days  Sail  more,  we  made  the 
Ifland  Forjnofa,  at  a  great  Dillance,  but  were  our 
felves  fhot  beyond  the  Southermoft  Part  of  the  Ifland, 
being  to  Leeward,  and  alm-oft  upon  the  Coaft  of 
China.  Here  we  were  a  little  at  a  Lofs ;  for  the 
Englijh  Factories  were  not  far  off,  and  we  might  be 
obliged  to  fight  fome  of  their  Ships,  if  we  iret  with 
them  ;  which  tho'  we  were  able  enough  to  do,  yet 
we  did  not  defire  it  on  many  Accounts;  and  particu- 
larly becaufe  we  did  not  think  it  was  our  bufmefs  to>. 
have  it  known  who  we  were,  or  that  fuch  a  kind  of 
People  as  we  had  been  feen  on  the  Coaft.  However 
we  were  obliged  to  keep  up  to  the  Northward^, 
keeping  as  good  an  Offing  as  we  could  with  refpedt 
to  the  Coail  of  China..  We  had  not  failed  long,, 
but  we  chafed  a  fmall  Chinefe  Jonk  ;  and  having  ta- 
ken her,  we  found  flie  was  bound  to  the  Ifland  of 
Formofay  having  no  Goods  on  board  but  fome  Rice, 
and  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Tea ;  but  fhe  had  three 
Chinefe  Merchants  in  her,  and  they  told  us  they 
were  going  to  meet  a  large  Veffel  of  their  Country,, 
which  came  from  To-nquin.,  and  lay  in  a  River  in 
Farmcfa  whofe  Name  I  forgot,  and  they  were  goirg 
to  the  Phillipine  Iflands,  with  Silks,  Muflines,  Cal- 
licoes,  and  fuch  Goods  as  are  the  Prodadl  of  China,. 
and  fome  Gold;  that  their  Bulinefs  v/as  to  fell  their 
Cargo,  and  buy  Spices  and  European  Goods. 
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This  fuitcd  very  well  with  our  Purpofe;  fo  I  re- 
folved  now  that  we  would  leave  off  being   Pyrates, 
and  turn  Merchants ;  fo  we  told  them   what   Goods 
'we  had  on  board,  and  that  if  they  would  bring  their 
Super-Cargoes  or  Merchants  on    board,    we  would 
trade  with  them.     They  were  very  willing  to  trade 
with  us,  but  terribly  afraid  to  trult  us ;  nor  was  it  an 
unjuft  Fear,    for    we  had  plundered   them  already 
of  what  they  had.     On  the  other  Hand,  we  were  as 
diffident  as  they,  and  very  uncertain    what    to   do  -, 
but  Willia?n  the  Quaker  put  this  Matter  into  a  Way 
of  Barter.     He  came  to  me,  and  told  me  he    really 
thought  the  Merchants  look'd  like   fair  Men,    that 
meant  honeftly ;    and  befides,    fays  William,    it  is 
their  Intereli  to  be  honeil  now ;   for  as  they  know 
upon  what  Terms  we  got  the  Goods  we  are  to  truck 
with  them,  fo  they  know  we  can  afford  good  Penny- 
worths j  and  in  the  next  Place,  it  faves  them  going 
the  whole  Voyage ;  So  that  the  Southerly  Monfoons 
yet  holding,  if  they  traded  with  us,  they  could  im- 
mediately return  with  their  Cargo  to  China^   tko   hy 
the  Way  nxe  aftcr'wards  found  they  i'nt  ended  for  Japan. 
But  that  was  all  one,  for  by  this  Means  they    faved 
at  leaft  eight  Months  Voyage.     Upon  thefe  Founda- 
tions William   faid  he  was  fatisfied  we  might  truil 
them  :  For,  fr.ys  William,  I  would  as  foon  truH  a 
Man  whole  Intereli  binds  him  to  be  juft  to  me,  as  a 
IVIan  vvhofe  Principle  binds  himfelf.  Upon  the  whole, 
William  propofed  that  two  of  the  Merchants  fhould 
be  left  on  board  our  Ship  as  Hoflages,  and  that  Part 
of  our  Goods  lliou Id  be  loaded  in  their  VefTel,    and 
let  the  third  go  with  it   into    the  Port   where   their 
Ship  lay  ;  and  when  he  had  delivered  the  Spices,  he 
Ihould  bring  back  fucb  things  as  it  was  agreed  lliould 
be  exchanged.     This  was  concluded  on,  and  William 
the  Quaker  ventured  to  go  along  with  them,    which 
upon   my  Word  I  fhould  not   have  carel  to  have 
done,  nor  was  1  willing  that  he  ihould  i  but  he  Vi/ent 
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iiiW  upon  the  Notion,  that  it  was  their  Intereft  to  treat 
him  friendly. 

In  the  mean  time  we  came  to  an  Anchor  under  a 
little  liland,  in  the  Latitude  of  23  Degrees,  28  Mi- 
nutes, being  juft  under  the  Northern  Tropick,  and 
about  twenty  Leagues  from  the  I  Hand.  Here  we  lay 
thirteen  Days,  and  I  began  to  be  very  uneafy  for  my 
Friend  William,  for  they  had  promifed  to  be  back 
again  in  four  Days,  which  they  miglit  very  eafily 
have  done.  However,  at  the  End  of  thirteen  Days 
we  faw  three  Sail  coming  dire£tly  to  us, which  a  little 
furprized  us  all  at  iirft,  not  knowing  what  might  be 
the  Cafe,  and  we  began  to  put  our  ielves  in  a  Polture 
of  Defence;  bat  as  they  came  nearer  us,  we  were 
foon  fatisfied  :  For  the  firfi  VefTcl  was  that  which 
William  went  in,  who  carried  a  Flag  of  IVuce,  and 
in  a  few  Hours  they  all  came  to  an  Anchor,  and 
William  came  on  board  us  with  a  little  Boat,  with 
the  Chinefe  Merchant  in  his  Company,  and  two 
other  Merchants,  which  feemed  to  be  a  kind  of  Bro- 
kers for  the  reil. 

Here  he  gave  us  an  Account,  how  civilly  he  had 
been  ufed,  how  they  had  treated  him  with  all  imagi- 
nable Franknefs  and  Opennefs,  that  they  had  not 
only  given  him  the  full  Value  of  his  Spices  and 
other  Goods  which  he  carryM,  in  Gold,  by  good 
Weight,  but  had  loaded  the  Veffel  again  with  fuch 
Goods  as  he  knew  we  were  willing  to  trade  for ;  and 
that  afterwards  they  had  refolved  to  bring  the  great 
Ship  out  of  the  Harbour,  to  lye  where  we  were, 
that  fo  we  might  make  what  Bargain  we  thought 
fit ;  only  William  faid  he  had  promifed  in  our  Name, 
that  we  fhould  ufe  no  Violence  with  them,  nor  detain 
any  of  the  VefTels  after  we  had  done  trading  with 
them.  I  told  him,  we  would  ftrive  to  out-do  them 
in  Civility,  and  that  we  would  make  good  every 
Part  of  his  Agreement.     In  Token  whereof  I  cau  fed 
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a  white  Flag  likewife  to  be  fpread  at  the  Poop  of  ouf 
great  Ship,  which  was  the  Signal  agreed  on. 

As  to  the  third  Veflel  which  came  with  them,  it 
was  a  kind  of  Bark  of  the  Country,  who  having  In- 
ttlligence  of  our  Defign  to  trafhck,  came  off  to 
deal  with  us,  bringing  a  great  deal  of  Gold,  and 
fomc  Provifions,  which  at  that  time  we  were  very- 
glad  of 

In  fhort,  we  traded  upon  the  high  Seas  with  thefc 
Men,  and  indeed  we  made  a  very  good  Market,  and 
yet  fold  Thieves  Pennyworths  too.  We  fold  here 
above  fixty  Ten  of  Spice,  chiefly  Cloves  and  Nut- 
megs, a?"idabo\e  two  Hundred  Bales  of  Enrcpean 
Goods;  fuch  as  Linnen  and  Woollen  Manufactures . 
We  confidered  wefhould  have  Occafion  for  fome  fuch 
things  our  felves,  and  fo  we  kept  a  good  Quantity 
of  Englijh  Stuffs,  Cloaths,  Bays,  ^c.  for  our  felves. 
I  fhall  not  take  up  any  of  the  little  Room  I  have 
left  here,  with  the  farther  Particulars  of  our  Trade ; 
'tis  enough  to  mention,  that  except  a  parcel  of  Tea, 
and  twelve  Bales  of  fine  China  wrought  Sill<5,  we 
took  nothing  in  Exhange  for  our  Goods  but  Gold  : 
So  that  the  Sum  v/e  took  here  in  that  glittering  Com- 
modity, amounted  to  above  Fifty  Thoufand  Ounces 
good  Weight. 

When  we  had  £nifhcd  our  Barter  we  reftored  the 
Kcflages,  and  gave  the  three  Merchants  about  the- 
Quantity  of  Twelve  Hundred  Weight  of  Nutmegs, 
and  as  many  of  Cloves,  with  a  handfom  Prefent  of 
Euro-pean  Linnen  and  Stuff  for  themfelves,  as  a  Re- 
compence  for  what  we  had  taken  from  them ;  and 
lo  we  fent  them  away  exceedingly  well  fatisfy'd. 

Here  it  was  that  William  gave  me  an  Account, 
that  while  he  was  on  board  the  "J aponefe  Veffel,  he 
met  with  a  kind  of  Religious,  or  Jf^pan  Prieft,  who 
fpoke  feme  '\V  ords  of  EngliJJj  to  him  ;  and  being 
very  inquiluive  to  know  how  he  came  to  learn  any 
of  thofe  Words,  he  told  him,  that  there  was  in  his 
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Country  thirteen  EngliJI^mcni  he  called  them  'EngUjh- 
men  very  articulately  and  dillinftly,  for  he  had  con- 
verfed  with  them  very  frequently  and  freely;  He  faid 
they  were  all  that  were  left  of  two  and  thirty  Men, 
who  came  on  Shore  on  the  North  Side  of  Japan 
being  driven  upon  a  great  Rock  in  a  llormy  Night, 
where  they  loft  their  Ship,  and  the  reft  of  their  Men 
were  drowned :  That  he  had  perfwaded  the  King  of 
his  Country  to  fend  Boats  cif  to  the  Rock  or  Illand, 
where  the  Ship  was  loft,  to  fave  the  reft  of  the  Men, 
and  to  bring  them  on  Shore  ;  which  wr;S  done,  and 
they  were  ufed  very  kindly,  and  had  Houfes  built 
for  them,  and  Land  given  them  to  plant  for  Provifton, 
and  that  they  lived  by  themfelves. 

He  faid  he  went  frequently  among  them,  to  per- 
fwade  them  to  worihip  their  God,  an  Idol  I  fuppofe, 
of  their  own  m.aking,  vwhich  he  faid  they  ungrateful- 
ly refufed ;  and  that  tl.erefore  the  King  had  once  or 
tvy-ice  ordered  them  to  be  all  put  to  Death ;  but  that, 
«.<•  he  /aid,  he  had  prevailed  upon  the  King  to  fpare 
them,  and  let  them  live  their  own  Way,  as  long  as 
they  were  quiet  and  peaceable,  and  did  not  go 
about  to  withdraw  others  from  the  Worftiip  of  the 
Country. 

I  aflc'd  William,  why  he  did  not  enquire  from 
whence  they  came  ?  I  did,  faid  William,  for  how 
could  I  but  think  it  ftrange,  laid  he,  to  hear  him 
talk  of  EngUJh  Men  on  the  North  Side  of  Japan. 
Well,  faid  I,  what  Account  did  he  9\\q,  of  it  ?  An 
Account,  faid  William,  that  will  furprize  thee,  and 
all  the  World  after  thee,  that  fnall  hear  cf  it,  and 
v\  hich  makes  mewifti  thou  wouldeft  go  up  to  Japan,. 
and  find  them  out.  What  do  ye  mean,  iaid  I  ? 
Whence  could  they  come  ;  Why,  fays  William,  he 
puird  our  a  little  Book,  and  in  it  a  Piece  of  Paper, 
where  it  was  written  in  an  Englijh  Man's  Hand, 
and  in  plain  EngUJh  Words,  thus ;  and  fays  Willia?ny 
1  read  it  my  felf :  JVe  cam  from  Gresniand,  and  from 
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the  North  Pole.  This  indeed  was  amazing  to  us  ally 
and  more  to  thofe  Seamen  among  us  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  infinite  Attempts  which  had  been  made 
from  Europe^  as  well  by  the  Englijh  as  the  Dutch ^ 
to  diicover  a  PafTage  that  Way  into  thofe  Parts  of  the 
World ;  and  as  WiUiaju  prefs'd  us  earneftly  to  go 
on  to  the  North  to  reicue  thofe  poor  Men,  fo  the 
Ships  Company  began  to  incline  to  it ;  and  in  a  Word, 
we  all  came  to  this,  that  we  would  Hand  in  to  tiie 
Shore  of  For77iofa,  to  find  this  Pricll:  again,  ar.d  have 
a  farther  Account  of  it  ail  from  him.  Accordingly  the 
Sloop  went  over,  but  when  they  came  there,  the 
Vcflels  were  very  unhappily  iail'd,  and  this  put  an" 
End  to  cur  Enquiry  after  them, and  perhaps  mn.y  have 
difappcinted  Mankind  of  one  of  the  molt  noble  Dif- 
Coveries  that  ever  was  made,  or  will  again  be  made 
in  the  Woild,  for  the  Good  of  Mankind  in  general : 
But  fo  much  for  that. 

William  was  fo  uneafy  at  lofmg  this  Opportunity, 
that  he  prefs'd  us  earnellly  to  go  up  to  Japan,  to 
find  out  thefe  Men.  He  told  us,  that  if  it  was  no- 
ticing but  to  recover  Thirteen  honefl  poor  Men  from 
a  kind  of  Captivity,  which  they  would  otherwife 
never  be  redeemed  from,  and  where  perhaps  they 
might  fome  time  or  other  be  murdered  by  the  barba- 
rous People,  in  Defence  of  their  Idolatry ;  it  were 
very  well  worth  our  while,  and  it  would  be  in  fome 
Meafure  making  amends  for  the  Mifchiefs  we  had 
done  in  the  World  :  But  we  that  had  no  Concern 
upon  us  for  the  Mifchiefs  we  had  done,  had  much  lefs 
about  any  Satisfaflions  to  be  made  for  it ;  fo  he  found 
that  kindof  Difcourfe  would  weigh  very  little  with  us. 
Then  he  prefs'd  us  very  earneftly  to  let  him  have  the 
Sloop  to  go  by  him.felf,  and  I  told  him  I  would  not 
oppofe  it ;  but  when  he  came  to  the  Sloop,  none  of 
the  Men  would  go  with  him  ;  for  the  Cafe  was  plain, 
they  had  all  a  Share  in  the  Cargo  of  the  great  Ship, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  the  Sloop,    and  theRichnefs  of 
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t]ie  Cargo  was  fuch,  that  they  would  not  leave  i& 
by  any  means :  So  poor  William,  much  to  his  Mor- 
tification, was  obliged  to  give  it  over.  What  be- 
came of  thofe  thirteen  Men,  or  whether  they  are 
not  there  ftill,   I  can  give  no  Account  of. 

We  were  novv  at  the  End  of  our  Cruife;  what 
we  had  taken  was  indeed  fo  confiderable,  that  it  was 
not  only  enough  to  fatisfy  the  moll:  coveteous  and  the 
mofl:  ambitious  Alinds  in  the  World,  but  it  did  in- 
deed fatisfy  us  ;  and  cur  Men  declared  they  did 
not  defire  any  more.  The  next  Motion  therefore  was 
about  going  back,  and  the  Way  by  which  we 
fhould  perform  the  \^oyage,  fo  as  not  to  be  attacked 
by  the  Dutch  in  the  Straits  of  Sundy. 

We  had  pretty  well  ftored  ourfelves  here  with 
Provifions,  and  it  being  novv  near  the  Return  of  the 
Monfoons,  we  refolved  to  ftand  away  to  the  South- 
ward ;  and  not  only  to  keep  without  the  Philippine 
Iflands,  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  Eaftward  of  them,  but 
to  keep  en  to  the  Southward,  and  i'ee  if  we  could 
not  leave,  not  only  the  Molucca^ s,  or  Spice  Iflands, 
behind  us,  but  even  No'va  Guinea  and  No'va  Hollan- 
dia  alfo  ;  and  fo  getting  into  variable  Winds,  to  the 
South  of  the  Tropick  of  Capricorn,  lleer  away  to 
the  Weil,  over  the  great  Indian  Ocean. 

This  was  indeed  at  firft  a  monftrous  Voyage  in  its 
Appearance,  and  the  Want  of  Provifions  threaten'd 
ns.  ?/'7///«/«  told  us  in  fo  many  Words,  that  it  was 
impofhble  we  could  carry  Pro'.'ificns  enough  to  fub- 
fiit  us  for  fuch  a  Voyage,  and  efpecially  frefli  Vv^ater ; 
aiid  that  as  there  v/cuid  be  no  Land  for  us  to  touch 
at,  where  we  could  get  any  Supply,  it  was  a  Mad- 
nefs  to  undertake  it. 

Bat  I  undertook  to  remedy  this  Evil,  and  there- 
fore deiired  them  not  to  be  uneafy  at  that,  for  I 
knew  we  might  fupply  ourfelves  at  Mindanao,  the 
moll  foutherly  liland  of  the  Philippines.  Accordingly 
we  fet  failj  having  taken  all  the  Provifions  here  that 

we 


2^2  ^he  Adventures  of 

^e  could  got,  the  28th  o'i  September^  the  Wind  veer- 
ing a  little  at  firll  from  the  N  N  W  to  the  N  E  b/ 
E  but  afterwards  fettled  about  the  N  E  and  the  E 
N  E.  We  were  nine  Weeks  in  this  Voyage,  having 
met  with  feveral  Interruptions  by  the  Weather,  and 
put  in  under  the  Lee  of  a  fmall  Ifland,  in  the  Lati- 
tude of  16  Degrees,  i  2  A'linutes,  of  which  we  never 
knew  the  Name,  none  of  our  Charts  having  given 
any  Account  of  it :  I  lay,  v/e  put  in  here  by  reafoii 
of  a  Ilrange  Tornado  or  Hurricane,  which  brought  us 
into  a  great  deal  of  Danger.  Here  we  rode  about 
fixtcen  Days,  the  Winds  being  very  tempeftuous, 
and  the  Weather  uncertain.  However,  we  got  fome 
Provifions  on  Slioar,  fuch  as  Plants  and  Roots,  and 
a  few  Hogs.  We  believed  there  were  Inhabitants  on 
the  Ifland,  but  we  faw  none  of  them. 

From  hence,  the  Weather  fettling  again,  we  went 
on,  and  came  to  the  fouthermoft  Part  of  Mindatiao, 
where  we  took  in  frefh  Water,  and  fome  Cows ;  but 
the  Climate  was  fo  hot,  that  we  did  not  attempt  to 
fait  up  any  more,  than  fo  as  to  keep  a  Fortnight  or 
three  Weeks,  and  away  we  Hood  Southvv'ard,  crolTing 
the  Line,  and  leaving  Gillolo  on  the  Starboard  Side, 
we  coafted  the  Country  they  call  Nenjo  Guiney,  where, 
in  the  Latitude  of  eight  Degrees  South,  we  put  in 
again  for  Provifions  and  Water,  and  where  we  found 
Inhabitants,  but  they  fled  from  us,  and  were  altoge- 
ther inconverfable.  From  thence,  failing  iHll  South- 
v/ard,  we  left  all  behind  us  that  any  of  oar  Charts 
or  Maps  take  any  Notice  of,  and  went  on  till  we 
came  to  the  Latitude  of  1 7  Degrees,  the  Wind  con- 
tinuing ftillNE. 

Here  we  made  Land  to  the  Weflward,  v/hich 
when  we  had  kept  in  Sight  for  three  Days.,  coafting 
along  the  Shoar,  for  the  Diilance  of  about  four 
Leagues,  v/e  began  to  fear  we  fhould  find  no  Outlet 
Weil,  and  fo  fnould  be  obliged  to  go  back  again, 
-ami  put  in  among  the  MqIuccq\  at  lafl  j  but  at  length 

we 
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•we  found  the  Land  break  off,  and  go  trending  away 
to  the  Well  Sea,  feeming  to  be  all  open  to  the  South 
and  S  W  and  a  great  Sea  came  rovvling  out  of  the 
South,  which  gave  us  to  underftand,  that  there  was 
no  Land  that  Way  for  a  great  Way. 

In  a  Word,  we  kept  on  our  Courfe  to  the  South, 
a  little  Wefterly,  till  we  pafs'd  the  South  Tropick, 
where  we  found  the  Winds  variable  ;  and  now  we 
ftood  away  fair  Weft,  and  held  it  out  for  about 
twenty  Days,  when  we  difcovered  Land  right  a- 
head,  and  on  our  Larboard  Bow,  we  made  direclly 
to  the  Shore,  being  willing  to  take  all  Advantages 
now  for  fupplying  ourfelves  with  frefh  Provifions  and 
Water,  knowing  we  were  now  entring  on  that  vail 
unknown  hulian  Ocean,  perhaps  the  greateil  Sea  on 
the  Globe,  having  with  very  little  Literruption  of 
Ilkndo,  a  continued  Sea  quite  round  the  Globe, 

We  found  a  good  Road  here,  and  fome  People  on 
Shore ;  but  when  we  landed,  they  fled  up  the  Coun- 
try, nor  would  they  hold  any  Correfpondence  with 
us,  or  come  near  us,  but  fliot  at  us  feveralTimes  with 
Arrows  as  long  as  Launces.  We  fet  up  white  Flags 
for  a  Truce,  but  they  either  did  not,  or  would  not, 
underftand  it :  On  the  contrary,  they  (hot  our  Flag 
of  Truce  thro'  fcveral  times  with  their  Arrows ;  fo 
that  in  a  W^ord,  we  never  came  near  any  of  them. 

We  found  good  Water  here,  tho  it  was  fomething 
difficult  to  get  at  it,but  for  living  Creatures  we  could 
fee  none  ;  for  the  People,  if  they  had  any  Cattle, 
drove  tliem  all  away,  and  iliev/ed  us  nothing  but 
themfelves,  and  that  fometimes  in  a  threatning  Pof- 
ture,  and  in  Number  fo  great,  that  made  us  fup- 
pofe  the  Ifland  to  be  greater  than  we  at  firft  ima- 
gined. It  is  true,  they  would  not  come  near  enough 
for  us  to  engage  with  them,  at  leaft  not  openly; 
but  they  came  near  enough  for  us  to  fee  them,  and 
hy  the  Help  of  our  Glaffes,  to  fee  that  they  were 
<:lothed  and  arm'd^    but   their  Clothes  v/ere   only 

about 
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about  their  lower  and  middle  Parts;  that  they  had 
long  Lances,  like  Half  Pikes  in  their  Hands,  be- 
iides  Bows  and  Arrows ;  that  they  had  great  high 
Things  on  their  Heads,  made,  as  we  believed,  of 
Feathers,  and  which  look'd  fomething  like  our  Gre- 
nadiers Caps  in  EnglatiA. 

When  we  faw  them  fo  fhye^  that  they  v.ould  not 
come  near  us,  our  Men  began  to  range  over  the 
Ifland,  if  it  nvas  fuch,  for  nve  never  fur  rounded  it ,  to 
fearch  for  Cattle,  and  for  any  of  the  Indians  Planta- 
tions, for  Fruits  or  Plants  ;  but  they  foon  found,  to 
their  Coft,  that  they  were  to  ufe  more  Caution  than 
that  came  to,  and  that  they  were  to  difcover  perfedly 
every  Bufh  and  every  Tree,  before  they  ventured 
abroad  in  the  CouniTV  ;  for  about  fourteen  of  our 
Men  going  further  than  the  reft,  into  a  Part  of  the 
Country  which  feemed  to  be  planted,  as  they  thought, 
for  it  did  but  fcem  fo,  only  I  think  it  was  over- 
grown with  Canes,  fuch  as  vre  make  our  Cane 
Chairs  with:  I  fay,  venturing  tco  far,  they  were 
fuddenly  attacked  with  a  Shower  of  Arrows  from 
almoft  every  Side  of  them,  as  they  thought,  out  of 
the  Tops  of  the  Trees. 

They  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  fly  for  it, 
which  however  they  could  not  refolve  on,  till 
five  of  them  were  wounded;  nor  had  they  efcaped 
fo,  if  one  of  them  had  not  been  fo  much  wifer,  or 
thoughtfuller  than  the  reit,  as  to  confder,  that  tho' 
they  could  not  fee  the  Enemy,  fo  as  to  (hoot  at 
them,  yet  perhaps  the  Noife  of  their  Shot  might 
terrify  them,  and  that  they  fhould  rather  iire  at  a 
Venture.  Accordingly  Ten  of  them  faced  about, 
and  fired  at  random  any  where  among  the  Canes. 
The  Noife  and  the  Fire  not  only  terrifyed  the 
Enemy,  but,  as  they  believed,  their  Shot  had  luck- 
ily hit  fome  of  them  ;  for  they  found  not  only  that 
the  Arrows,  which  came  thick  among  them  before, 
c-eafed,  but  they  heard  the  Indians  hdhoy  after  their 
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way  to  one  another,  and  make  a  ftrange  Noife  more 
uncouth  and  inimitably  ftrange,  than  any  they  had 
ever  heard,  more  like  the  Howling  and  Barking 
of  wild  Creatures  in  the  Woods,  than  like  the  Voice 
of  Men,  only  that  fometimes  they  feem'd  to  fpeafc 
Words. 

They  obferved  alfo,  that  this  Noife  of  the  Indians 
went  farther  and  farther  off,  fo  that  they  were  fatis- 
fyed  the  Indians  fled  away,  except  on  one  Side, 
where  they  heard  a  doleful  Groaning  and  Howling, 
and  where  it  continued  a  good  while,  which  they 
fuppofed  was  from  fome  or  other  of  them  being 
wounded,  and  howling  by  reafon  of  their  Wounds  ; 
or  killed,  and  others  howling  over  them :  But  our 
Men  had  enough  of  making  Difcoveries ;  fo  they 
did  not  trouble  themfelves  to  look  farther,but  refolv- 
ed  to  take  this  Opportunity  to  retreat.  But  the 
worft  of  their  Adventure  was  to  come ;  for  as  they 
came  back,  they  paffed  by  a  Prodigious  great  Trunk 
of  an  old  Tree,  what  Tree  it  was  they  faid  they  did 
not  know,  but  it  ftood  like  an  old  decayed  Oak  in  a 
Park,  where  the  Keepers  in  England  take  a  Stand, 
as  they  call  it,  to  ihoot  a  Deer,  and  it  ftood  juH 
under  the  fteep  Side  of  a  great  Rock  or  Hill,  that 
our  People  could  tiot  fee  what  was  beyond  it. 

As  they  came  by  this  Tree,  they  were  of  a  fud- 
den  ftiot  at  from  the  Top  of  the  Tree,  with  feveix 
Arrows  and  three  I.aunces, which,  to  our  great  Grie^ 
kiird  two  of  our  Men,  and  wounded  three  more. 
This  was  the  more  furprizing,  becaufe  being  without 
any  Defence,  and  fo  near  the  Treef,  they  expedled 
more  Launces  and  Arrows  every  Moment;  nor 
would  flying  do  them  any  Service,  the  Indians  hemg^ 
as  appeared,  very  good  Markfmen.  In  this  Extre- 
mity they  had  happily  this  Prefence  of  Mind,  tvix, 
to  run  clofe  to  the  Ti«e,'  and  ftand  as  it  were  under 
it ;  fo  that  thofe  above  could  not  come  at,  or  fee 
;hem,  to  throw  their  Launces  at  them,     This  fuc* 
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ceeded,  and  gave  them  Time  to  confider  what  to 
do  :  Tliey  knew  their  Enemies  and  Murthcrers  were 
above,  they  heard  them  talk,  and  thofe  above  knew 
thofc  were  below ;  but  they  below  were  obliged  to 
ke«p  clofe  for  fear  of  their  Launces  from  above. 
At  length,  one  of  our  Men  looking  a  little  more 
llriilly  than  the  i:ell,  thought  he  faw  the  head  of  one  of 
the  Indians y  jull  over  a  dead  Limb  of  theTree;Which, 
it  feems,  the  Creature  fat  upon.  One  Man  immedi- 
ately fired  and  levell'd  his  Piece  fo  true,  that  the 
Shot  went  thro'  the  Fellow's  Head,  and  down  he 
fell  out  of  the  Tree  immediately,  and  came  upon 
the  Ground  with  fuch  Force,  with  the  Height 
of  his  Fall,  that  if  he  had  not  been  killed  with  th» 
Shot,  lie  would  certainly  have  been  killed  with  dafli- 
ing  his  Body  againft  the  Ground. 

This  fo  frighted  them,  that  befides  the  ugly  how- 
ling Noife  they  made  in  the  Tree,  our  Men  heard 
a  flrange  Clutter  of  them  in  the  Body  of  the  Tree, 
from  whence  they  concluded  they  had  made  the  Tree 
hollow  and  where  got  to  hide  themfelves  there. 
Now,  had  this  been  the  Cafe,  they  \\  ere  fecure 
enough  from  our  Men ;  for  it  was  impoffible  any  of 
our  Kf  en  cou-ld  get  up  the  Tree  on  ti\Q  Out-fide. 
there  being  no  Branches  to  climb  by  ;  and,  to  (hoot 
at  the  Tree,  that  they  tried  feveral  times  to  no  Pur- 
pofc,  for  the  Tree  was  fo  thick,  that  no  Shot  would 
enter  it.  They  made  no  Doubt  however,  but  that 
they  had  their  Enemies  in  a  Trap,  and  that  a  fmall 
Siege  would  either  bring  them  down  Tree  and  all, 
or  ftarve  them  out :  So  they  refolved  to  keep  their 
Poft,  and  fend  to  us  for  Help.  Accordmgly  two 
of  them  came  away  to  us  for  more  Hands,  and  par- 
ticularly defired,  that  fome  of  our  Carpenters  might 
come  with  Tools,  to  help  to  cut  down  the  Tree,  or 
atleail  to  cut  down  other  Wood,  and  fet  fire  to  it ; 
and  that  they  concluded  would  not  fail  to  bring 

them  out. 
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Accordingly  our  Men  went  like  a  little  Army, 
and  with  mighty  Preparations  for  an  Enterprize, 
the  'Hke  of  which  has  fcarce  been  ever  heard,  to 
form  the  Siege  of  a  great  Tree.  However,  when 
they  came  there,  they  found  the  Tafk  difficult  e- 
nough,  for  the  old  Trunk  was  indeed  a  very  great 
one,  ana  very  tall,  being  at  leaft  Two  and  Twenty 
Foot  high,  with  feven  old  Limbs  Handing  out  every 
Way  on  the  Top,  but  decayed,  and  very  few  Leaves, 
if  any,  left  on  it. 

William  the  Quaker,  whofe  Curiofity  led  him 
to  go  among  the  reil,  propofed,  that  they  fhould 
make  a  Ladder,  and  get  up  upon  the  Top,  and  then 
throw  Wild-fire  into  the  Tree,  and  fmoak  them 
out.  Others  propofed  going  back,  and  getting  3 
great  Gun  out  of  the  Ship,  which  fhould  fplit  the 
Tree  in  Piece  with  the  Iron  Bullets :  Others,  that 
they  fhould  cut  down  a  great  deal  of  Wood,andpile  it 
up  round  the  Tree,  and  fet  it  on  Fire,  and  to  bum 
the  Tree,  and  the  Indians  in  it. 

Thefe  Confultations  took  up  our  People  no  lefs 
than  two  or  three  Days,  in  all  which  Time  they 
heard  nothing  of  the  fuppofed  Garrifon  within  this 
wooden  Caftle,  nor  any  Noife  within.  William\ 
PVojeft  was  firft  gone  about,  and  a  large  flrong  Lad- 
der was  made,  to  fcale  this  wooden  Tower;  and  in 
two  or  three  Hours  time,  it  would  have  been  ready 
to  mount :  When,  on  a  fudden,  they  heard  the 
Noife  of  the  hidians  in  the  Body  of  the  Tree  again, 
a^d  a  little  after,  feveral  of  them  appeared  in  the 
Top  of  the  Tree,  and  threw  fome  Launces  down  at 
our  Men  j  one  of  which  ftruck  one  of  our  Sea- 
men a-top  of  the  Shoulder,  and  gave  him  fuch  2 
defperate  Wound,  that  the  Surgeons  not  only  had  a 
great  deal  of  Difficulty  to  cure  him,  but  the  poor 
Man  endured  fuch  horrible  Tortures,  that  we  all 
faid  they  had  better  have  killed  him  outright. 
However,  he  was  cured  at  lafl,  tho*  he  ne\^er  reco- 
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vered  the  perfed  Ufe  of  his  Arm,  the  Launce  having 
cut  fome  of  the  Tendons  on  the  Top  of  the  Arm, 
iiear  the  Shoulder,  which,  as  I  fuppofc,  performed 
the  Office  of  Motion  to  the  Limb  before ;  fo  that  the 
poor  Alan  was  a  Cripple  all  the  Days  of  his  Life, 
iut  to  return  to  the  defperate  Rogues  in  the  Tree ; 
our  Men  Ihot  at  them,  but  did  not  find  they  had 
hit  them,  or  any  of  them  ;  but  as  foon  as  ever  they 
ihot  at  them,  they  could  hear  them  huddle  down 
into  the  Trunk  of  the  Tree  again,  and  there  to  be 
fure  they  were  fafe. 

Well,   however,    it  was  this  which  put   by  the 

Proje<5l  of  Williajn'%  Ladder  ;  for  when  it  was  done, 

who  would  venture  up  among  fuch  a  Troop  of  bold 

Creatures  as  were  there,   and  who,    they  fuppofed, 

ivere  defperate  by  their  Circumftances?  And  as  but 

cne  Man  at  a  time  could  go  up,    they    began   to 

think  that  it  would  not  do ;    and  indeed  I  was  of 

the  Opinion,  yc'r  about  this  time  I  nxas  come  to    their 

j^JJiftancey  that  going  up  the  Ladder  would  not  do, 

unlefs  it  was  thus,    that  a  Man  fhould,  as  it  were, 

ran  juft  up  to  the  Top,  and  throw  fome  Fire-works 

into  the  Tree,  and  fo  come  down  again;    and  this 

we  did  two  or  three  Times,  but  found  no  Eifed  of  it. 

At  laft,  one  of  our  Gunners   made  a  Stink-pot,   as 

we  called  it,  being  a  Compofition  which  only  fmokes, 

but  does  not  Flame  or  burn  ;  but  withal  the  Smoke* 

cf  it  is  fo  thick,  and  the  Smell  of  it  fo  intolerably 

liaufeous,  that  it  is  not  to  be  fufFered.     This  he  threw 

Into  the  Tree  himfelf,  and  we  waited  for  the    Effe<fl 

of  it,  but  heard  or  iaw  nothing  all  that  Night,  or 

the  next  Day ;   fo  we  concluded  the  Men  within 

were  all  fmothered  :  When,  on  a  fudden,   the  next 

IvJight  we  heard  them  upon  the  Top  of   the  Tree 

again,  Ihouting  and  hallooing  like  Madmen. 

We  concluded,  as  any  Body  would,    that  this  was 

to  call  for  Help,    and  we  refolved  to  continue  our 

Si^e  J    for  we  were  all  enraged  to  fee  ourfelves  fo 
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t>aulk'd  by  a  few  wild  People  whom  we  thought  we 
had  fafe  in  our  Clutches;  and  indeed  never  was 
there  fo  many  concurring  Circumftances  to  de- 
lude Men,  in  any  Cafe  we  had  met  with.  We  refolv-. 
ed  however  to  try  another  Stink-pot  the  next  Nighty 
and  our  Engineer  and  Gunner  had  got  it  ready, when 
hearing  a  Noife  of  the  Enemy,  on  the  Top  of  ths 
Tree,  and  in  the  Body  of  the  Tree,  I  was  not  v;il- 
ling  to  let  the  Gunner  go  up  the  Ladder,  which ^ 
rfaid,  would  be  but  to  be  certain  of  being  murthcred. 
However,  he  found  a  Medium  for  it,  and  that  was 
to  go  up  a  few  Steps,  and  with  a  long  Pole  in  his 
Hand,  to  thrown  it  in  upon  the  Top  of  the  Tree, 
the  Ladder  being  Handing  all  this  while  againft  the 
Top  of  the  Tree  ;  but  when  the  Gunner,  with  his 
Machine  at  theTop  of  his  Pole,came  to  theTree  with 
three  other  Men  to  help  him,  behold  the  Ladder 
was  gone. 

This  perfedly  confounded  us, and  we  now  conclud- 
ed the  Indians  in  the  Tree  had  by  this  Peice  of  Neg- 
ligence taken  the  Opportunity,  and  come  all  down 
the  Ladder,  made  their  Efcape,  and  had  carried  way 
the  Ladder  with  them.  I  laughed  moft  heartily  at 
my  Friend  William^  who,  as  I  faid,  had  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Siege,  and  had  ^^t  up  a  Ladder,  for 
the  Garrifon,  as  <zve  called  the?n,  to  get  down  upon,- 
and  run  away.  But  when  Day-Light  came,  we 
were  all  fet  to  rights  again  ;  for  there  ftood  our  Lad- 
der hauled  up  on  the  Top  of  the  Tree,  with  about 
Half  of  it  in  the  Hollow  of  the  Tree,  and  the  other 
Half  upright  in  the  Air.  Then  we  began  to  laugh' 
at  the  Indians  for  Fools,  that  they  could  not  as  well 
have  found  their  Way  down  by  the  Ladder,  and 
have  made  their  Efcape,  as  to  have  pull'd  it  up  by 
main  Strength  into  the  Tree, 

We  then  refolved  upon  Fire,  and  fo  to  put  an  End 
to  the  "\^'ork  at  once,  and  burn  the  Tree  and  its 
Iniiabitanti    together;  *ind  accordingly    we    went 
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fo  *Work  to  cut  the  Wood,  and  in  a  few  TJou!* 
iime  we  got  enough,  a?;  we  thought,  together;  and 
piling  it  up  round  the  Bottom  of  the  Tree  we  fet  it 
on  Fire :  So  waiting  at  a  Diilance,  to  fee  when  the 
Gcntlemens  Quarters  being  too  hot  for  them,  they 
would  come  flying  out  at  the  Top.  Bnt  we  were 
quite  confounded,  when,  on  a  fudden,  we  found  tJie 
Fire  all  put  out  by  a  great  (^H'^^-^^X  of  Water  thrown 
^pon  it.  We  then  thought  the  Devil  mull  be  in 
them  to  be  fure.  Says  Ui/Ziawy  this  is  certainly  the 
canningeft  Piece  of  hdiau  Engineering  that  ever  was 
heard  of,  and  there  can  be  but  one  thing  more  to 
guefs  at,  befides  Witchcraft  and  Dealing  with  the 
Devil,  nvhich  Ihelienje  not  one  Word  cf,  fays  ke;  and 
tiiat  mult  be,  that  this  is  an  artificial  Tree,  or  a  natu- 
ral Tree  artificially  made  hollow  down  into  the  Earth, 
thro'  Root  and  all ;  and  that  thefe  Creatures  have 
an  artificial  Ca\  ity  underneath  it,  quite  into  the  Hill, 
#>r  a  Way  to  go  thro',  and  under  the  Hill,  to  fome 
©ther  Plac«j  and  where  that  other  Place  is,  we  know 
not;  but  if  it  be  not  our  own  Fault,  I'll  find  the 
Place,  and  follow  them  into  it,  before  I  am  two 
Days  older.  He  then  called  the  Carpenters  to  know 
of  them  if  they  had  any  large  Saws  that  would  cut 
rhro'  the  ^ody,  and  they  told  liim  they  had  no  Saws 
that  were  long  enough, nor  could  Men  work  into  fuch 
a  monftrousold  Stump  in  a  great  while  ;  but  that  they 
would  go  to  Work  wdth  it  with  their  Axes,  and  under- 
take to  cut  it  down  in  twoDays,  and  flock  up  the  Root 
of  it  in  two  more.  But  William  was  for  another 
Way,  which  proved  much  better  than  all  this ;  for 
he  was  for  filent  Work,  that,  if  pofTible,  he  might 
catch  fome  of  the  Fellows  in  it ;  fo  he  fets  twelve 
Men  to  it  with  large  Augurs,  to  bore  great  Holes 
into  the  Side  of  the  Tree  to  go  almoft  thro',  but  not 
quite  thro' ;  which  Holes  were  bored  v^ithont  Noife, 
and  when  they  Avere  done,  he  filled. them  all  wi^h 
Gun-Powder,  Hopping  flrong  Plugs  bolted  crofs  ways 
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into  the  Holes,  and  then  boring  a  flanting  Hole  of  a 
lefs  Size  down  into  the  greater  Hole,  all  which  were 
ftll'd  with  Powder,  and  at  once  blown  up.  Whea 
they  took  Fire,  they  made  fuch  a  Noife,  and  tore 
and  fplit  the  Tree  in  lb  nriany  Places,  and  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  vve.  could  fee  plainly,  fuch  another 
Blaft  would  demolifh  it,  and  fo  it  did.  Thus  at  the 
fecond  time  we  could  at  two  or  three  Places  put  our 
Hands  in  them,  and  difcovered  the  Cheat,  namely^ 
that  there  was  a  Cave  or  Hole  dug  in  the  Earth,  from' 
or  thro'  the  Bottom  of  the  Hollow,  and  that  it 
had  Communication  with  another  Cave  further  in, 
where  we  heard  the  Voices  of  feveral  of  the  wild 
Folks,  calling  and  talking  to  one  another. 

When  we  came  thus  far  we  had  a  great  ]\Iind  to 
get  at  them,  and  Williavi  defired,  that  three  Men 
might  be  given  him  with  Hand-Grenadoes,  and  he 
promifed  to  go  down  firll:,  and  boldly  he  did  fo  ;  for 
William,  give  him  his  due^  had  the  Heart  of  ^ 
Mmi  * 

They  had  Piftols  in  their  Handsj  and  Swords  hy 
their  Sides ;  but,  as  they  had  taught  the  Indians 
before,  by  their  Stink-Pots,  the  Indians  returned  them 
in  their  own  Kind,  for  they  made  fuch  a  Smoak 
come  up  out  of  the  Entrance  into  the  Cave  or  HoU 
low,  that  William  and  his  three  Men,  were  glad  tor 
com-e  running  out  of  the  Cave,  and  out  of  the  Tree 
too, for  mere  want  of  Breath,  and  indeed  they  were 
almoll  flifled. 

r\ever  was  a  Fortification  fo  well  defended,  or 
AfTailants  fo  many  ways  defeated  j  we  were  now  for 
giving  it  over,  and  particularly  I  called  William^ 
and  told  him,  I  could  not  but  laugh  to  fee  us  fpin- 
ning  out  our  Time  here  for  nothing;  that  I  could 
not  imagine  what  we  were  doing,  that  it  was  certain 
the  Rogues  that  were  in  it  were  canning  to  the  lafl 
Degree,  and  it  would  vex  any  Body  to  be  fo  baulk- 
ed  by  a  few  naked  ignorant  Fellows ;    but  iHlI  it 
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was  not  worth  our  while  to  pufli  it  any  further, 
nor  was  there  any  thing  that  I  knew  of  to  be  got  by 
the  Conquefl  when  it  was  made,  fo  that  I  thought  it 
high  time  to  give  it  over. 

Hlll'mm  acknowledged,  that  what  I  faid  was  jufl, 
and  that  there  was  nothing  but  our  Curiofity  to  be 
gratified  in  this  Attempt;  and  tho',  as  he  faid,  he 
was  very  defirous  to  have  fearched  into  the  Thing, 
};et  he  would  not  infill  upon  it,  fo  we  refoU-'d  to  quit 
]t,and  come  away,which  we  did.  However,  William 
faid  before  we  went,  he  would  have  this  Satisfadlion 
cf  them,  ^ji-z.  to  burn  down  the  Tree  and  flop 
up  the  Entrance  into  the  Cave.  And  while  he  was, 
doing  this,  the  Gunner  told  him,  he  would  have  one 
Satisfaction  of  the  Rogues,  and  this  was  that  he 
would  make  a  Mine  of  it,  and  fee  which  way  it  had 
Vent :  Upon  this  he  fetches  two  Barrels  of  Powder 
out  of  the  Ships,  and  placed  them  in  the  Infide  of 
fthe  hollow  of  the  Cave,  as  far  in  as  he  durft  go  to 
carry  them,  and  then  filling  up  the  Mouth  of  the 
Cave  where  the  Tree  flood  and  ramming  it  fufHci- 
ently  hard,  leaving  only  a  Pipe  or  Touch-hokv 
h^  gave  Fire  to  it,  and  flood  at  a  Diflance  to  fee 
which  way  it  would  operate,  when,  on  the  fud- 
den  he  found  the  Force  of  the  Powder  burft  its 
way  out  among  fome  Bulhes  on  the  other  Side  the 
little  Hill  I  mentioned,  and  that  it  came  roaring 
©ut  there  as  out  of  the  Mouth  of  a  Cannon  ;  im- 
inediately  running  thither  we  faw  the  Effeds  of 
the  Powder. 

Firll,  We  faw  that  there  was  the  other  Mouth  of 
•the  Cave,  which  the  Powder  had  fo  torn  and  opened^ 
that  the  loofe  Earth  was  fo  fallen  in  again,  that  no- 
thing of  Shape  could  be  difcerned ;  but  there  we 
faw  what  was  become  of  the  Garrifon  of  Indians 
too,,  who  had  given  us  all  this  Trouble  ;  for  fome 
of  them  had  no  Arms,  fome  no  Legs,  fome  no  Head, 
iQins  lay  half  buried  in  the  Rubbilh  of   the  Mine,. 

that 
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tliat  IS  to  fay,  in  the  loofe  Earth  that  fell  in  ;  and 
in  (hort,  there  was  a  miferable  Havock  made 
of  them  all,  for  we  had  good  Reafon  to  believe, 
not  one  of  them  that  were  in  the  Infide  could  efcape, 
but  rather  were  fhot  out  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Cave- 
like a  Bullet  out  of  a  Gun. 

We  had  now  our  full  Satlsfaftion  of  the  Indians^ 
but,  in  fliort,  this  was  a  lofmg  Voyage,  for  we  had 
two  Men  killed,  one  quite  crippled^   and  fiv^e  more 
wounded;    we  fpent  tsvo  Barrels  of  Powder,    and 
eleven  Days  Time,  and  all  to  get  the  Underilanding . 
how  to  make  an  Indian  Mine,  or  how  to  keep  Gar-- 
rifon  in  a  hollow  Tree,   and  with  this  Wit   bought  • 
at  this  dear  Price,  we  came  away,  having  taken  in 
fome  frefh  Water,  but  got  no  frefh  Provifions. 

We  then  confidered  what  we  fhoulddo  to  get  back 
again  to  Madagafcar  ;  we  were  much  about  the  La-- 
titude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  had  fuch  a  ve-- 
ry  long  Run,  and  were  neither  fure  of  meeting,  with 
fair  Winds,  or  with  any  Land  in  the  Way,  that  we  ■ 
knew  not  what  to  think  of  it.      William  was   our" 
laft  Refort  in   this  Cafe  again,  <  and    he  was   very 
plain  with  us.     Vntwdi,  f aid  he,    to   CAPT.    WIL-- 
MOT,  what  Occafion  halt  thou  to  run  the   Venture 
of  llar\dng,  merely  for  the  Pleafure  of  faying,  thou 
hail  been  v^'here  no  Body    ever  was  before ;  •  there 
are  a  great  many  Places    nearer  home,    of  which.- 
thou  mayeft  fay  the  fame  thing,  at  a  lefs  Expence ; ; 
I  fee  no  Occafion  thou  haft  of  keeping  thus  far  South 
any  longer  than  till  you  are  fure  you  are  to  the 
V/ell  End  of  la^-ca  and     Surnatra,    and   then  thou 
mayeft  ftand  away  North  tov/ards  Ceyht,    and    the 
Goaft    of    Cotomandel    and    Maderas,    where    thou 
mayeft  get  both  frefh   Water,   and   frefh   Provifions„ 
and    to    that  Part    it's  likely  we    may  hold   out 
well    enough    with   the    Stores     that     we-   have 
already. 

Tiiis  was  whokfoms  Advice,  and  fuch   as    was  • 
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not  to  be  niglitcd,  (o  we  Hood  ;\v/;iy  to  the  Weil, 
keeping  between  the  Latitude  of  31,  and '35,.  and 
had  very  good  Weatlier  and  fnir  Winds  for  nbout  ten 
Days  Sail,  by  which  Time,  by  our  Reckonnig,  we 
were  clear  of  the  Ifles,  and  might  run  away  to  the 
North;  and,  if 'we  did  not  .'all  in  with  Ceylon, 
we  (hould  at  leaft.go  into  the  great  deep  Bay  of 
Bengal. 

But  we  vvere  out  in  our  Reckoning  a  great  deal, 
for  when  we  had  Itood  due  North  for  about  fifteen  or 
fixteen  Degrees,  we  met  with  Land  a£;ain  on  our 
Star-board  Bow,  about  three  Leagues  Diilance,  fo 
we  came  to  an  Anchor  about  half  a  League  from  it, 
and  Manned  out  our  Boats  to  fee  what  fort  of  a 
Country  it  was:  We  found  it  a  very  good  one,  frefh 
Water  cafy  to  come  at,  but  no  Cattle,  that  we 
(Eould  fee,  or  Lihabitants,  and  we  were  very  ihye 
of  fearching  too  far  after  them,  leil  we  fhould  make 
fuch  another  Journey 'as  we  did  lall ;  fo  that  we  let 
rsmbling  alone,  and  chofe-  rather  to  take  what  we 
could  find,  which  was  only  a  tew  wild  Mangoes, 
and  fome  Plants  of  feveral  Kind,  which  w^e  knew 
not  the  Names  of. 

W^e  made  no  Stay  here,  but  put  to  Sea  again,  N- 
W  by  N  but  had  little  Wind  for  a  Fortnight  more^ 
when  we  made  Land  again,  and  (landing  in  with 
xh.t  Shore,  we  were  lurprizcd  to  find  aur  felves  on 
the  South  Shore  of  Iwva^  and  juft  as  we  were  com-, 
ing  to  an  Anchor,  we  faw  a  Boat  carrying  Dutch 
Colours,  failing  along  Shore.  We  were  not  follicitous 
to  fpeak  with  them,  or  any  other  of  their  Nation, 
feut  left  it  indifterent  to  our  People,  when  they  went 
©n  Shore,  to  fee  the  Dutchmen,  or  not  to  fee  them  ; 
a&ur  Bufmefs  was  to  get  Provifions,  which  indeed  by 
i-his  time  were  very  (hort  with  us. 

We  refolved  to  go  on  Shore  with  our  Boats  ia 
the  moil  convenient  Place  we  couM  find,  and  to. 
>ok  out  a  proper  Harbour  to  bring  che  Ship  into, 
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eaving  it  to  our  Fate,  whether  we  ihould  meeC" 
v'nth  Friends  or  Enemies,  refolving  however,  not  to* 
i\^Y  any  confidcrable  Time,  at  lecdl,  not  long  c-' 
nough  to  have  ExpreiTes  fent  crofs  the  Ifland  to- 
Batanjta,  and  for  Ships  to  come  round  from  thence' 
to  attack  us. 

We  found,  according  to  our  Defire,  a  very  good 
Harbour,  where  we  rode  in  feven  Fathom  Water, 
well  defended  from  the  Weather,  whate\'er  might: 
happen,  and  here  we  got  frefh  Provilions,  fuch  as" 
good  Hogs,  and  fome  Cows ;  and  that  we  might  la}'- 
ill  a  little  Store,  v^-'e  killed  fixteen  Cows,  and  pickled 
and  barrelled  up  the  Flefh  as  well  as  we  could  be  fup- 
pofed  to  do  in  the  Latitude  of  eight  Degrees  from  the 
Line. 

We  did  all  this  in  about  five  Days,  and  filled  our 
Cafks  with  Water,  and  the  laft  Boat  was  coming  off 
\vith  Herbs  and    Roots,    we    being  unmoor'd,    and' 
our  Fore  Top-Sail  loofe  for  failing,    when  we  fpy'd 
a -large  Ship  to  the  Northward,  bearing  down  direcl- 
ly  upou  us ;  we  knew  not  what  fne  might  be,    but 
concluded  the  wxrll,  and  made  all  poffible  Hafte  to " 
get  our  Anchor  up,    and  get   under  Sail,    that  we 
might  be  in  a  Readinefs  to  fee  what  flie  had  to  fay 
to  us,  for  w^e  were  under  no  great  Concern  for  one 
Ship ;  but  our  Notion  was,  that  we  fhould  be  attack- 
ed by  three  or  four  together. 

By  the  time  we  had  got  up  our  Anchor,  and 
the  Boat  was  llow'd,  the  Ship  was  within  a  League  ' 
of  us,  and,  as  we  thought,  bore  down  to  engage 
us ;  fo  we  fpread  our  black  Flag  or  Ancient  on  the 
Poop,  and  the  bloody  Flag  at  the  Top-mall  Head^ 
and  having  made  aclear  Ship,  we  flretch'd  away  to  ' 
the  Weftward,  to  get  the  Wind  of  him. 

They  had,  it  feems,  quite  miliaken  us  before,  ex- 
pgfting  nothing  of  an  Enemy  or  a  Pyiate  in  thofe 
Seas ;  and  not  doubting  but  we   had    been  one  cf  ^ 
thdr  o\^  Ships,  they  Teemed  to  be  in  fome  Cei^ib- 


^52  ^he  Adventures  of 

fion  when  they  found  their  Miftake ;  fo  they  imme- 
diately haul'd  up  on  a-WInd  on  t'other  1  ack,  and- 
ftood  edging  in  for  the  Shore,  towards  the  Eafter- 
:mo(t  Part  of  the  Ifland.  Upon  this  we  tack'd,  and 
ilood  after  him  with  all  the  Sail  we  could,  and  in  two 
Houri  came  almoft  within  Gun  Shot.  Tho'  they 
crowded  all  the  Sail  they  could  lay  on,  there  was  no 
Remedy- but  to  engage  us,  and  they  foon  faw  their 
Inequality  of  Force,  We  fired  a  Gun  for  them  to 
idringto,  fo  they  Mann'd  out  their  Boat,  and  fenf 
to  us  with  a  Flag  of  Truce.  We  fent  back  the 
!6oatj  but  with  this  Anfwer  to  the  Captain,  that  he 
"bad  nothing  to  do,  but  to  ftrike  his  Colours,  and 
bring  his  Ship  under  our  Stern,  and  come  on  board  us 
.himfelf  when  he  ihould  know  our  Demands;  but 
Jthat:  however,,  fmce  he  had  not  yet  put  us  to  the 
Trouble  of  forcing  hirn,  which  we  faw  we  were 
■able  to  do,  we  affured  them,  that  the  Captain  fhould . 
xetum  again  in  Safety,  and  all  his  M-  t  ;  and  that 
lapplying  us  with  fuch  things  as  we  Ihould  demand, . 
his  Ship  fliould  not  be  plundered.  They  went  back 
^ith  this  Mellkge,  and  it  was  fome  time  after  they 
wereon  boards  rfiat  they  Ilruck,  which  made  us  begin 
?o  think  they  refufed  it  j  fo  we  fired  a  Shot,  and  in 
a  few  Minutes  more  we  perceived  their  Boat  put  ofF:^ 
and  as  foon  as  the  Boat  put  oiF>  the  Ship  flruck,  and.- 
tt^ame  tO;  as  was  dire6lec. 

When  the  Captain  came  on  boards  we  demanded 
^n  Account  of  their  Cargo,  which  was  chiefly- 
!Bales  of  Goods  from  Bengal  for  Bantam.  We  told 
(them  our  prefent  Want  was  Provifions, .  which  they 
Jhad  no  need  of,  being  juft  at  the  End  of  their  Voy- 
age; and  that  if  they  would  fend  their  Boat  on- 
shore with  ours^ .  and  procure  us  fix  and  twenty 
Head  of  black  Cattle,  threefcoje  Hogs,  a  Quantity 
tof  Brandy  and  Arrack, .  and  three  Huiidred  Buiheis- 
®f  Rice,  we  would  let  them  go  free, 

i^ ;60.  she.  Rice^  iJiey  gave  us  fixHundred  Bu/hels 
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wich  they  had  aftually  on  board,  together  with  a 
Parcel  Shipt  upon  Freight.  Alfo  they  gave  us  thir-- 
ty  middling  Cafks  of  very  good  Arrack,  but  Beef 
and  Pork  they  had  none.  However,  they  went  on 
Shore  with  our  Men,  and  bought  eleven  Bullocks 
and  fifty  Hogs,  which  were  pickled  up  for  our  Oc- 
cafion,  and  upon  the  Supplies  of  Provifion  from  Shore^ 
we  difmifs'd  them  and  their  Ship. 

We  lay  here  feven  Days  before  we  could  fumifh 
our  felves  with  the  Provifions  agreed  for,  and  fome 
of  the  Men  fancied  the  Dutchmen  were  contriving 
our  Deftrudion ;  but  they  were  very  honeft,  and  did 
what  they  could  to  furnifh  the  Black  Cattle,  but 
found  it  impoflible  to  fupply  fo  many.  So  they 
came  and  told  us  ingenuoufly,  that  unlefs  we  could 
flay  a  while  longer,  they  could  get  no  more  Oxen 
or  Cows  than  thofe  Eleven,  with  which  we  were 
obliged  to  be  fatisfyed,  taking  the  Value  of  them  in 
other  things,  rather  than  flay  longer  there.  On 
our  Side  we  were  punctual  with  them  in  obferving 
the  Conditions  we  had  agreed  on,  nor  would  we 
let  any  of  our  Men  fo  much  as  go  on  board  them^ 
or  fuifer  any  of  their  Men  to  come  on  board  us ; 
for  had  any  of  our  Men  gone  on  board,  no  body 
could  have  anfwered  for  their  Behaviour,  any  more 
than  if  they  had  been  on  Shore  in  an  Enemy's 
Country. 

We  were  now  Viilualled  for  our  Voyage,  and  as- 
we  mattered  not  Purchafe  we  went  merrily  on  for 
the  Coaft  of  Ceylon,  where  we  intended  to  touch  ta 
get  frelh  Water  again-,  and  more  Pjovifions ;  and. 
we  had  nothing  material  ofter'd  in  this  Part  of  the 
Voyage,  only  that  we  met  with  contrary  Winds, . 
and  were  above  a  Month  in  the  Paflage. 

We  put  in  upon  the  South  Goall  of  the   I/land, 
defiring  to  have  as  little  to  do  with  the  Dutch  as  ws- 
could  ;  and  as  the  Dutch  were  Lords  of  the   Coun-  - 
trjT  as  to  Commerce^  fo  they  are  more  fo  of  ths- 
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Sea  Coaft,  where  they  have  feveral  Forts,  niul  I:r 
particular,  have  all  the  Cinnamon,  which  is  the? 
Trade  of  that  Jfland. 

We  took  in  frelh  Water  here,  and  Tome  Prcvifioiis, 
but  did  aot  much  trouble  our  lelves  about  laying  in' 
;»ny  Stores,  our  Beef  and-  Hogs  which  we  got  at  lava 
being  not  yet  all  gone  by  a  good  deal.      We   liad   a- 
little  Skirmifh  on    Shore    here  with   fom£  of  the 
People  of  the  Ifland,  fome  of  our  Men  having  been 
a  little  too  familiar  v.ith  the   Hormly  Ladies  of  ths' 
Country  ;  for  Homely  indeed  tliey  were,  to  fuch    a 
Degree,  that  if  our  Men  had  not  had- good  Stomachs 
that  Way,  •  they  would  fcarce  have  touch'd  any  of 
them. 

I  could  never  fully  get  it  out  of  our  ]Vlen  whar- 
they  did,  they  were  fo  true  to  one  another  in  their 
Wickednefsr  but  I  underftood  in  the  main,  that    it 
was  fome  barbarous  thing  they  had  done,    and  that 
they  had  like  to  have  paid  dear  fop  it ',  for  the  Men  ' 
Tefented  it  to  the  lait  Degree,  and  gathered  in  fuch 
Numbers  about  them,  that  had  not  fixteen  more  of 
our  Men,  in  another  Boat  come  all  in  the'  Nick  of 
Time,  juft  to  refcue  our  firft  Men,    who  were   but 
Eleven,  and  fo  fetch  them  off  by  main  P'orce,    they 
had  been  all  cut  off,  the  Inhabitants  being  no   lefs 
than  two  or  three  Hundred,  arm'd  with   Darts  and 
Launces,  the  ufual  Weapons  of  the  Country,    and  ■ 
which    they  are  very  dexterous    at  the  throwing, 
even  fo  dextei-ous,  that  it  was  fcarce  credible  :    And  ' 
had  our  Men  ftocd  to  fight  them,   as  fome  of  them 
were  bold  enough  to  talk  of,  thsy  had  been  all  over- 
vvhelmed  and  kill'd.     As  it  was,    feventeen  of  our 
Men  were  wounded,  and  fome  of  them  very  dange- 
roufly.     But  they  were  more  frighted  than  hurt  too ; 
for  e\'ery  one  of  them  gave  themfelves  over  for  dead 
Men,    believing  the  Launces  were  poifoned.      But 
William  was  our  comfort  here  too ;  for  when   two 
fcf  our  Surgeons  were  of  the  faine   Opinion,  and  ^ 
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/old  the  IVIen  fooliflily  enough,  that  they  would  die,^ 
William  chearfully  went  to  Work  with  them,  and 
cured  them  all  but  one,  who  rather  died  by  drinking 
lome  Arrack  Punch,  than  of  his  Wound,  the  Exceii 
of  Drinking  throwing  him  into  a  Fever. 

We  had  enough  of  Cey/on^  tlio'  fome  of  our  Pec-* 
pie  were  for  going  alhore  again,  ftxty  or  feventy 
Men  together,  to  be  revenged;  but  William  perfwad* 
ed  them  againll  it,  and  his  Reputation  was  lb  great 
among  the  Men,  as  well  as  with  us  that  were  Com- 
manders, that  he  could  influence  them  more  than 
any  of  us. 

They  were  mighty    warm    npon    the   Revenge,- 
and  would  go  on  Shore,    and  deilroy  five  Hundred 
of  them.     W^ell,  fays  William ^  and  fuppofe  you  do, 
what  are  you  the  better:  Why  then,  fays  one    of 
them,  fpeaking  for  the  reft,  we  fhall  have  our  Satis-* 
fadlion.     Well,    and  what  will  you   be   the  better 
for  that,  fays  William? .Thty  could  then    fay  no- 
thing to  that.     Then,  fays   William,    if  I  miftakc- 
not,    your   Bufmefs    is  Money :    Now  I   defire  to 
know,if  you  conquer  and  kill  two  or  three  Thoufand. 
of  thefe  poor  Creatures,  they  have,  no  Mc-ney,  pray 
what  will  you  get  ?    They  are  poor  naked  Wretches, 
what  fhall  you  gain  by  them  r  But  then  faid  Willi-- 
am,  perhaps,  in  doing  this,  you  may  chance  to  lofs 
Half  a  Score  of  your  own  Company,    as   'tis   very- 
probable  you  may,  pray,  what  Gain  is  in  it,    and. 
what  Account  can  you  give  the  Company  for  the  loll. 
Men  ?  In  fhort, ,  William  argued  fo  eifedtually,    that 
he  convinced  them  that  it  was  mere  Murrher,     to 
do  fo  ;  and  that  the  Men  had  a  Right  to  their  own, 
and  that  they  had  no  Right  to  take  them  away  : 
That  it  was  deftroying  innocent  Men^  who  had  a6l- 
sd  no  otherwife  than  as  the  Laws  of  Nature  dictat- 
ed j  and  that  it  would  be  as  much  Ivlurthcr  to  do  fo, 
as  to  meet  a  Man  on  the  High-way,   and   kill  him, 
tor,  the  mere  fake  of  it,  in  cold  Blood,  not  regard-. 
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ing  whether  he    liad  done  any   Wrong   to  us  oi 
no. 

Thefe  Reafons  prevailed  with  them  at  laft,  and 
they  \s  ere  content  to  go  av^'ay,  and  leave  them  as 
they  found  them.  In  the  firll  Skirmiih  they  killed 
between  fixty  and  feventy  Men,  and  wounded  a  great 
many  more,  but  they  had  nothing,  and  our  People 
got  nothing  by  it,  but  the  Lofs  of  one  Man's  Life 
and  the  wounding  fixteen  more,  as  above. 

But  another  Accident  brought  us  to  a  NecelTity  of 
further  Bufmefs  with  thefe  People,  and  indeed  we 
had  like  to  have  put  an  End  to  our  Lives  and  Ad- 
ventures all  at  once  among  them  j  for,  about  three 
Days  after  our  Putting  out  to  Sea,  from  the  Place 
where  we  had  that  Skirmiih,  we  were  attacked  by  a 
violent  Storm  of  Wind  from  the  South,  or  rather 
a  Hurricane  of  Wind  from  all  the  Points  Southward, 
for  it  blew  in  a  moll:  defperate  and  furious  Manner, 
from  the  S  E  ta  the  8  W,  one  Minute  at  one  Point, 
and  then  inftantly  turning  about  again  to  another 
Point,  but  with  the  fame  Violence  ;  nor  were  we  able 
to  work  the  Ship  in  that  Condition :  So  that  the  Ship 
I  was  in  fplit  three  Topfails,  and  at  laft  brought  the 
Main  Top-maft  by  the  Board ;  and  in  a  Word,  we 
were  once  or  twice  driven  right  afhore ;  and  one  time^ . 
had  not  the  Wind  fhifted  the  very  Moment  it  did, 
we  had  been  dalhed  in  a  Thoufand  Peices  upon  a 
great  Ledge  of  Rocks,  which  lay  off  about  Half  a 
League  from  the  Shore ;  but,  as  I  have  faid,  the 
Wind  fhifting  very  often,  and  at  that  time  com- 
ing to  the  E  S  E,  we  ftretcht  off,  and  got  above 
a  League  more  Sea-room  in  Half  an  Hour,  After 
that,  it  blew  with  fome  Fury  S  W  by  S,  then  S  W 
by  W,  and  put  us  back  again  a  great  Way  to  the- 
Eaftward  of  the  Ledge  of  Rocks,  where  we  found 
a  fair  Opening  between  the  Rocks  and  the  Land, 
and  endeavoured  to  com^  to  an  Anchor  there  ,*  but 
we  found  there  was  no  Ground  fit  to   Anchor  in, 
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tliere  being  nothing  but  Rocks.  We  flood  thro' 
the  Opening,  which  held  about  four  Leagues ;  the 
Storm  continued,  and  now  we  found  a  dreadful  foul 
Shore  and  knew  not  what  Courfe  to  take.  We  look- 
ed out  very  narrowly  for  fome  River,  or  Creek,  or 
Bay,  where  \vt  might  run  in,  and  come  to  an  An- 
chor, but  found  none  a  great  while.  At  length 
we  faw  a  great  Head-Land  lyt  out  far  South  into 
the  Sea,  and  that  to  fuch  a  Length,  that,  in  fhort, 
we  faw  plainly,  that  if  the  Wind  held  where  it 
was,  we  could  not  Weather  itj  fo  we  run  in  as 
much  under  the  Lee  of  the  Point  as  we  could, 
and  came  to  an  Anchor  in  about  twelve  Fathom 
Water. 

But  the  Wind  veering  again  in  the  Night,  and 
blowing  exceeding  hard,  our  Anchors  came  home* 
and  the  Ship  drove  till  the  Rudder  ftruck  againll  the 
Ground ;  and  had  the  Ship  gone  Half  her  Length 
further,  Ihe  had  been  loft,  and  every  one  of  us 
with  her.  But  our  Sheet  Anchor  held  it'^  own, 
and  we  heaved  in  fome  of  the  Cable,  to  get  clear 
of  the  Ground  we  had  flruck  upon.  It  was  by  this 
only  Cable  that  we  rode  it  out  all  Night,  and  to- 
wards Morning  we  thought  the  Wind  abated  a  little, 
and  it  was  well  for  us  that  it  was  fo ;  for  in  fpite  of 
what  our  Sheet  Anchor  did  for  us,  we  found  the 
Ship  fail  a-ground  in  the  Morning, to  our  very  great 
Surprize  and  Amazement. 

When  the  Tide  was  out,  tho'  the  Water  here 
cbb'd  away,  the  Ship  lay  almoft  dry  upon  a  Bank 
of  hard  Sand,  which  never^.  I  fuppofe,  had  any 
Ship  upon  it  before;  the  People  of  the  Country  came 
down  in  great  Numbers,^  to  look  at  us,  and  gaze, 
not  knowing  what  we  were,  but  gaping  at  us  as  at 
a  great  Sight  or  Wonder,  at  which  they  were  furpriz- 
ed,  and  knew  not  what  to  do. 

I  have  Reafon  to  believe,  that  upon  the  Sight 
they  immediately  fent  an  Account  of  a  Ship  being, 

th^rc;, 


2-58         ^^'-'^  Adventure's  of 

there,  and  of  the  Condition  we  were  in ;  for  t/iV 
re\t  Day  there  appeared  a  great  Man,  whetlier  ft 
was  their  King  or  no,  .1  know  not,  but  he  had 
Abundance  of  JVfen  with  him,  and  fome  with  long 
Javelins  in  their  Hands,  as  long  as  half  Pikes ;  and 
thefe  came  nil  down  to  the  Water's  Edge,  and  drew 
up  in  a  \t\y  good  Order  }uft  in  our  \'iew.  They 
ftood  near  an  Hour  without  making  any  Motion, 
and  then  there  came  near  twenty  of  them  with  a 
Man  before  them,  carrying  a  white  Flag  before  them. 
They  came  forward  into  the  Water  as  high  as  their 
Wartcs,  the  Sea  not  going  xo  high  as  before,  for  thfe 
Wind  was  abated,  and  blew  off  Shore. 

'\\\t  Man  made  a  long  Oration  to  us,  as  we  coui'd 
fee  by  his  Geflures,and  we  fometimes  heard  hisVoice, 
but  knew  not  one  Word  he  faid.  Willlatn^  wh6 
was  always  ufeful  to  us,  I  believe,  was  here  again 
the  Saving  of  all  our  Lives.  The  Cafe  was  this.  The 
Fellov/,  or  what  I  might  call  him,  when  his  Speech 
was  done,  gave  three  great  Screams,  for  I  know 
not  what  ^Aq  to  fay  they  were,  then  lowered  his 
white  Flag  three  times,  and  then  made  three  Moti- 
©ns  to  us  with  his  Arm,  to  come  to  him. 

I  ackiiowledge,  that  I  was  for  Manning  out  the 
Boat,  and  going  to  them  ;  but  William  would  by  no 
means  allow  me :  He  told  me,  we  ought  to  trufl 
no  Body ;  that  if  they  were  the  Barbarians,  and  un- 
der their  own  Government,  we  might  be  fure  to  be 
ail  murthered ;  and  if  they  were  Chriftians,  we  fhould 
not  fare  much  better,  if  they  knew  who  We"  \^'ere  5 
that  it  was  the  Cuftom  of  the  Malabar s,  to  betraf 
all  People  that  they  could  get  into  t'leir  Hands ;  and 
that  thefe-  were  fome  of  the  fame  People  ;  and  that  if 
we- had  any  Regard  to  our  own  Safety,  we  fnould 
Hot  go  to  them  by  any  means.  I  oppofed  him  a 
great  while,  and  told  him,  I  thought  he  ufed  to  be 
always  right,  bui  that  now  I  thought  he  was  not ; 
chat  I  wa'S  no   more  far  ranning  neediefs  Rifquey, 
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ttaii^he,  or  any  one  elfe^  but  I  thought  all  Nations 
ill  the  World,  even  the  moft  favnge  People,  when 
rhey  held  out  a  Flag  of  Peace, kept  the  Offer  of  Peace 
raade  by  that  Signal,  very  facredly,  and  I  gave  hi.Ti 
feveral  Examples  of  it  in  the  Hiftory  of  my  Jfrican 
Tj-avels,  which  I  have  here  gone  thro'  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  this  Work;  and  that  I  could  not  think  thcfe 
People  worfe  than  fome  of  them.  And  befides,  I  told 
him,  our  Cafe  feemed  to  be  fuch,  that  we  mnft  fall 
into  fome  body's  Hands  or  other,  and  that  we  had 
better  fall  into  their  Hands  by  a  friendly  Treaty, than 
by  a  forced  Submifiion  ^  nay,  tho' they  had  indeed 
a,  treacherous  Defign  i  and  therefore  I  was  for  a  Par- 
ley with  them. 

We'll,  Friend,  fays  William  very  gravely,  if  thou 
wilt  go,  I  cannot  help  it  i  I  fhall  only  defire  to  take 
my  lafl:  Leave  of  thee  at  Parting,  for  depend  upon 
it  thou  wilt  never  fee  us  again  :  Whether  we  in  tlie 
Ship  may  come  off  any  better  at  laft,  I  cannot  re- 
folve  thee ;  but  this  I  will  anfwcr  for,  that  we  w?H 
not  give  up  our  Lives  idly,  and  in  cool  Blood, 
as  thou  art  going  to  do  ;  we  will  at  leaft  preferve  our 
felves  as  long  as  we  can,  and  die  at  lell  like  Men, 
not  like  Fools  trapann'd  'by  the  Wiles  of  a  few 
Barbarians. 

Willia?n  fpoke  this  with  fo  much  Warmth,  and 
yet  with  fo  much  Affurance  of  our  F'ate,  that  I 
began  to  think  a  little  of  the  Rifque  I  was  going  to 
run.  I  had  no  more  Adind  to  be  murthered  than 
he;  and  yet  I  could  not  for  my  Life  be  fo  faint- 
hearted in  the  thing,  as  he.  Upon  which  I  aficed 
him.,  if  he  had  any  Knowledge  of  the  Place,  or  had 
ever  been  here?. He  faid  7\'<7.  Then  I  afked  him 
if  he  had  heard  or  read  any  thing  about  the  People 
of  this  Ifland,  and  of  their  Way  of  treating .  any 
Chriflians  that  had  fallen  into  their  Hands?.  And  he 
told  me,  he  had  heard  of  one,  and  he  would  tell  me 
the  Story  afterward.     His  Name,  he  faid,  was  Knox, 
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Commander  of  an  Eajl  India  Ship,  who  wa-s  driven 
on  Shore,  jufl  as  we  were,  upon  this  Ifland  of  Ceylon y 
tho'  he  could  not  fay  it  was  at  the  fame  Place,  or 
whereabouts:  That  he  was  beguiled  by  the  Barbari- 
ans, and  inticed  to  come  on  Shore,  jufi:  as  we  were 
invited  to  do  at  that  time  ;  and  tliat  when  they  had 
him,  they  furrounded  him  and  eighteen  or  twenty 
of  his  Men,  and  never  fuffered  them  to  return,  but 
kept  them  Prifoners,  or  murthered  them,  he  could 
not  well  tell  which ;  but  they  w^ere  carried  away  up 
in  the  Country,  feparated  from  one  another,  and  ne- 
ver heard  of  afterwards,  except  the  Captain's  Son> 
w^ho  miraculoufiy  made  his  Efcape  after  twenty 
Years  Slavery. 

I  had  no  Time  then  to  a(k  him  to  give  the  full 
Story  of  this  K?20Xy  mtych  lefs  to  hear  him  tell  it 
me ;  but  as  it  is  ufual  in  fuch  Cafes,  when  one  be- 
gins to  be  a  little  touched,  I  turn'd  fhort  with  him. 
Why  then,  Friend  Williajn,  faid  I,  what  would 
you  have  us  do  ?  You  fee  what  Condition  we  are  in, 
and  what  is  before  us ;  fomething  muft  be  done,  and 
that  immediately.  Why  fays  William,  V\\  tell  thee 
what  thou  fhould  do :  Firft  caufe  a  white  Flag  to  be 
hanged  out,  as  they  do  to  us,  and  Man  out  the 
Long-Boat  and  Pinnace  with  as  many  Men  as  they 
can  well  flow,  to  handle  their  Arms,  and  let  me  ga 
with  them,  and  thou  fhalt  fee  what  we  will  do.  If 
I  mifcarry,  thou  mayefl  be  fafe  i  and  I  will  alfo  tell 
thee,  that  if  I  do  mifcarry,  it  fliall  be  my  own  Faulty 
and  thou  Ihall  learn  Wit  by  my  Folly. 

I  knew  not  v/hat  to  reply  to  him  at  firft ;  but 
after  fome  Paufe,  I  faid,  William ,  William,  I  ani= 
as  loath  you  fhould  be  loft,  as  you  are  that  I  fhould; 
and  if  there  be  any  Danger,  I  defire  you  may  no 
more  fall  into  it  than  I.  Therefore,  if  you  will,  let 
us  all  keep  in  the  Ship,  fare  alike,  and  take  our  Fate 
together, 

J^Of  no,  fays  William,  there's  no  Danger  in  the 
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^lethod  I  propofe  ;  thou  ihalt  go  with  me,  if  thou 
thinkell  fit.  If  thou  pleafeft  but  to  follow  the 
Meafures  that  I  fhall  refolve  on,  depend  upon  it 
tho'  we  will  go  oft*  from  the  Ships,  we  will  not  a 
Man  of  us  go  any  nearer  them  than  within  Call  to 
talk  with  them.  Thou  feeft  they  have  no  Boats 
to  come  off  to  us ;  but,  fays  he,  I  rather  defire 
thou  wouldell  take  my  Advice,  and  manage  the 
Ship  as  I  fhall  give  the  Signal  from  the  Boat,  and 
let  us  concert  that  Matter  together  before  we 
go  off. 

Well,  I  Found  William  had  his  Meafures  in  his 
Head  all  laid  before-hand,  and  was  not  at  a  Loft 
what  to  do  at  all ;  fo  I  told  him  he  {hould  be  Cap- 
tain for  this  Voyage,  and  we  would  be  all  of  us  un- 
der his  Orders,  which  I  would  fee  obferved  to  a 
Tittle. 

Upon  this  Conclufion  of  our  Debates,  he  ordered 
four  and  Twenty  Men  into  the  Long-Boat,  and 
twelve  Men  into  the  Pinnace,  and  the  Sea  being  now 
pretty  fmooth,  they  went  off,  being  all  very  well 
arm'd.  Alfo  he  ordered,  that  all  the  Guns  of  the 
great  Ship,  on  the  Side  which  lay  next  the  Shore, 
ihould  be  loaded  with  Muiquet  Balls,  old  Naiis, 
Stubbs,  and  fuch  like  Pieces  of  old  Iron,  Lead,  and 
any  thing  that  came  to  Hand  j  and  that  we  ihould 
prepare  to  fire  as  foon  as  ever  he  faw  us  lower  the 
white  Flag  and  hoift  up  a  red  one  in  the  Pinnace. 

With  thefe  Meafures  fix'd  between  us,  they  went 
off  towards  the  Shore,  William  in  the  Pinnace  with 
twelve  Men,  and  the  Long-Eoat  coming  after  him 
with  four  and  twenty  more,  all  llout,  refolute  Fel- 
lows, and  very  well  arm'd.  They  row'd  fo  near  the 
Shore,  as  that  they  might  fpeak  to  one  another,  car- 
rying a  white  Flag  as  the  other  did,  and  offering  a 
Parlef.  The  Brutes,  for  fuch  they  were,  fhevved 
themfelves  \'ery  courteous,  but  finding  we  could  not 
uiiderlland  them,    they  fetched  an  old  Dutchman^ 
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who  had  been  their  Prifoner  •  many  Years,  tind  (tt 
him  to  fpeak  to  us.  The  Sum  and  Subflance-of  his 
Speech  was,  That  the  King  of  the  Country  had  fcnt 
his  General  down  to  know  who  we  were,  and  what 
our  Bufinefs  was?  //'7//;/7/;/ ftood  up  in  the  Stern -of 
the  Pinnace,  and  told  him,  That  as  to  that,  he  that 
was  an  European  by  his  Language  and  Voice,  miglit 
eafily  know  what^we  were,  and  our  Condition  ;  the 
Ship  being  a-ground  upon  the  Sand,  would  alfo  tall 
him,  that  our  Bufmefs  tliere  was  that  of  a  Ship  in 
Diftrefs  i  fo  Wilham  deJired  to  know  what  they  came 
down  for  with  fuch  a  Multitude,  and  with 
Arms  and  Weapoiis,  as  if  they  came  to  V»''ar  with 
us. 

He  anfwered,  tliey  might  have  good  Reafon  to 
come  down  to  the  Shore,  the  Country  being  alarm'd 
with  the  Appearance  of  Ships  of  Strangers  upon  the 
Coaft ;  and  as  our  Vefiels  were  full  of  Men,  and 
that  we  had  Guns  and  Weapons,  the  King  had  fent 
Part  of  his  military  Men,  that  in  Cafe  of  any  Inva- 
fion  upon  the  Country,  they  might  be  ready  to 
defend  themfelves,  whatfoever  might  be  the  Oc- 
cafion. 

But,  fays  he,  as  you  are  Men  in  Oiftrefj,  the 
King  has  ordered  his  General  who  is  here  alfo^  to 
give  you  all  the  Affiilance  he  can,  and  to  invite  you 
on  Shore,  to  receive  you  with  all  poffible  Courtefy. 
Says  Williajn  very  quick  upon  him,  before  I  give 
thee  an  Anfw^er  to  that,  I  defire  thee  to  tell  me  what 
thou  art;  for  by  thy  Speech  thou  art  an  Ewopea-n. 
He  anfwered  prefently,  he  was  a  Dutchman.  That 
I  know  well,  fays  Willi a-m^  by  thy  Speech-;  but 
art  thou  a  Native  Dutchman  of  Holland,  or  a  Na- 
tive of  this  Country,  that  has  learnt  Dutch  by  -con- 
verfmg  among  the  Hollanders ,  who  we  know  are  fet- 
tled upon  this  Ifland. 

No,  fays  the  Old  Man^  I  am  a  Native  of   Delft  • 
ija  the  Pm^/ince  of  Holland  in  Europe, 

Well. 
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Well,  fays  William  immediately,  but  art  thou  a 
Chriftian  or  a  Heathen,  or  what  we  call  a  Rene- 
gade ? 

I  am,  Jii\s  he,  a  Chriilian,  and  fo  they  went  on 
in  a  fhort  Dialogue,  as  follov/s. 

Will.  Tiiou  art  a  Dutchman,  and  a  Chriilian, 
tli©u  fayefl ;  pray,  art  thou  a  Freeman  or  a  Servant  ? 

Didchm.  t  am  a  Servant  to  the  King  here,  and 
in  his  Army. 

JVilL  But  art  thou  a  Voluntier,  or  a  Prifo- 
npr  ? 

Dutchm.  Indeed  I  was  a  Prifoner  at  iirft,  but  am 
at  Liberty  now,  and  lb  am  a  Voluntier. 

Will.  That  is  to  fay,  being  firit  a  Prifoner  thou 
haft  Liberty  to  ferve  themi  but  ait  thou  fo  at  Liber- 
ty, that  tliou  ma)'cil:  go  away,  if  thou  pleafeft,  to 
thine  own  Countrymen  ? 

Dutchm.  No,  I  do  not  fay  fo  ;  my  Countrymen 
live  a  great  Way  off,  on  the  North  and  Eall  Parts 
of  the  Hand, and  there  is  no  going  to  them,  without 
the  King's  exprefs  Licence. 

Will.  Well,  and  why  doeft  not  thou  get  a  Licence 
to  go  away  f 

Dutchm.  I  have  ne\'er  afk'd  for  it, 

Will.  And  I  fuppofe,  if  thou  didit,  thou'knoweft 
thou  couldll  not  obtain  it. 

Dutchm.  I  cannot  fay  much  as  to  that,  but  why 
do  you  afk  me  all  thefa  Queilions  ? 

Will.  Why,  my  Reafon  is  good ;  if  thou  art  a 
Chriftian  and  a  Prifoner,  how  canft  thou  confent 
to  be  made  an  Inftrument  to  thefe  Barbarians,  to 
betray  us  into  their  Hands,  who  are  thy  Countrymen 
and  Fellow-Chriftians  ?  Ls  it  not  a  barbarous  thing  in 
thee  to  do  fo  ? 

Dutchm.  How  do  I  go  about  to  Betray  you  ?  Dp 
I  not  give  you  an  Account,    how  the  King  inrites 

you 
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you  to  come  on  Shore,  and  has  ordered  you  to  be 
treated  courteoufly,  and  aflilled  ? 

Will.  As  thou  art  a  Chrirtian,  tho'  I  doubt  it 
much,  doft  thou  believe  the  King  or  the  General, 
as  thou  callell  it,  means  one  Word  of  what  he 
fays  ? 

Dutchm.  He  promifes  you  by  the  Mouth  of  his 
Great  General. 

Will.  I  don't  afk  thee  what  he  promifes,  or  by 
whom  ;  but  I  afk  thee  this :  Canft  thon  fay,  that 
thou  believeft  he  intends  to  perform  it  ? 

Dutchm.  How  can  I  anfwer  that?  How  can  I  tell 
what  he  intends  ? 

Will.  Thou  canft  tell  what  thou  believeft. 

Dutchm.  I  cannot  fay  but  he  will  perform  it ;  I 
believe  he  may. 

Will.  Thou  art  but  a  double  tongued  Chriftian,  I 
doubt :  Come,  I'll  afk  thee  another  Queftion  :  Wilt 
thou  fay,  that  thou  believeft  it ;  and  that  thou  wouldft 
advife  me  to  believe  it ;  and  put  our  Lives  into  their 
Hands  upon  thefe  Promifes  ? 

Dutchm.  I  am  not  to  be  your  Advifer. 

Will.  Thou  art  perhaps  afraid  to  fpeak  thy  Mind, 
becaufe  thou  art  in  their  Power:  Pray,€o  any  of  them 
underftand  what  thou  and  I  fay  ?  Can  they  fpeak 
Dutch? 

Dutchin.  No,  not  one  of  them,  I  have  no  Appre- 
henfions  upon  that  Account  at  all. 

Will.  Why  then  anfwer  me  plainly,  if  thou  art 
a  Chriftian  :  Is  it  fafe  for  us  to  venture  upon  their 
Words,  to  put  our  felves  into  their  Hands,  and 
come  on  Shore  ? 

Dutchm.  You  put  it  very  home  to  me  :  Pray  let 
me  afk  you  another  Queftion :  Are  you  in  any 
Likelihood  of  getting  your  Ship  off,  if  you  re- 
fufe  it  ? 

Will.  Yes,  yes,  we  fhall  get  off  the  Ship,  now 
the  Storm  is  over,  we  don'c  fear  it. 

Puuhm* 
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Dutchm,  Then  I  cannot  fay  it  is  bcft  for  you  to 
truft  them. 

Will.  Well,  it  is  honeftly  faid. 

Dutchm.  But  what  ihall  I  fay  to  them  ? 

Will.  Give  them  Good  Words,  as  they  give  us. 

Dutchm.  What  good  Words ? 

Will.  Why  let  them  tell  the  King,  that  we  are 
Strangers,  who  were  driven  on  the  Coafl  by  a  great 
Storm;  that  we  thank  him  very  kindly  for  his 
Oftcr  of  Civility  to  us,  which,  if  we  are  farther 
diftrefs'd,  we  will  accept  thankfully  ;  but  that  at  pre- 
fent  \\'e  have  no  Occafion  to  come  on  Shore  :  And 
befides,  that  we  cannot  fafely  leave  the  Ship  in  the 
prefent  Condition  fhe  is  in,  but  that  w'e  are  obliged 
to  take  Care  of  her,  in  order  to  get  her  off,  and 
cxpeft  in  a  Tide  or  two  more,  to  get  her  quite  clear, 
and  at  an  Anchor. 

Dutchm.  But  he  will  expedl  you  to  come  on  Shore, 
then  to  vifit  him,  and  make  him  fome  Prefent  for 
his  Civility. 

Will.  When  we  have  got  our  Ship  clear,  and 
itopp'd  the  Leaks,  we  will  pay  our  Refpefls  to  him. 

Dutchm.  Nay,  you  may  as  well  come  to  him 
now  as  then. 

Will.  Nay,  hold  Friend,  I  did  not  fay  we  would 
come  to  him  then :  You  talk'd  of  making  him  a 
Prefenr  i  that  is,  to  pay  our  Refpeds  to  him,  is  it 
not  ? 

Dutchm.  Well,  but  I  will  tell  him,  that  you 
will  come  on  Shore  to  him  when  your  Ship  is 
got  off? 

Will.  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  that,  you  may  tell 
him  what  you  think  ht. 

Dutchm.  But  he  will  be  in  a  great  Rage,  if  I 
do  not. 

Will.  Who  will  he  be  in  a  great  Rage  at? 

Dutchm.   At  you. 

///■//.  What  Occaiion  have  we  to  value  that  ? 

M  Dutchm, 
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DtUchtn.  Why  he  will  fend  all  his  Army  down 
Ugainfl:  you. 

Will.  And  what  if  they  were  all  here  juft  now  ? 
What  doil  thou  fuppofe  they  could  do  to  us  ? 

Dutchm.  He  would  expeft  they  fliould  burn  your 
Ships,  and  bring  you  all  to  him. 

Will.  Tell  him,  if  he  fhould  try,  he  may 
catch  a  Tarter. 

Dutchn.     He  has  a  world  of  Men. 

Will.  Has  he  any  Ships } 

Dutchm.  No,  he  has  no  Ships. 

Will.  Nor  Boats  ? 

Dutchm.  No,  nor  Boats. 

Will.  W^hy,  what  tlien  do  you  think  we  care  for 
his  Men  ?  What  canft  thou  do  now  to  us,  if  thou 
hadil  a  Hundred  Thoufand  with  thee  ? 

Dutchm.  O  !  they  might  fet  you  on  Fire. 

Will.  Set  us  a  Firing  thou  mean'll; :  That  they 
might  indeed i  but  Set  us  on  Fire,  they  fhall  not; 
they  might  try  at  their  Peril,  and  we  fhall  make 
mad  Work  with  your  Hundred  Thoufand  Men, 
if  they  come  within  Reach  of  our  Guns,  I  allure 
thee. 

Dutchm.  But  what  if  the  King  gives  you  Hoftages 
for  your  Safety  ? 

Will.  Whom  can  he  give  but  meer  Slaves  and 
Servants  like  thy  felf,  whole  Lives  he  no  more  values, 
than  we  an  EngliJJj  Hound  ? 

Dutchm.  Whom  do  you  demand  for  Hoflages? 

inil.  Him  felf  and  your  WorOiip. 

Dutchm.  What  would  you  do  with  him  ? 

Will.  Do  with  him,  as  he  would  do  with  us,  cut 
his  Head  off. 

Dutchm.  And  what  would  you  do  to  me  ? 

Will.  Do  with  thee  ?  We  would  carry  thee  home 
into  thine  own  Country ;  and  tho'  thou  deferveft 
the  Gallows,  we  would  make  a  Man  and  a  Chriltian 
of  thee-again,  and  not  do  by  thee  as  thou  wouldell 

have 
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have  done  by  us,  betray  thee  to  a  Parcel  of  mercilefs, 
favage  Pagans,  that  know  no  God,  nor  how  to  Ihew 
Mercy  to  Alan. 

Dutchm.  You  put  a  Thought  in  my  Head  that  I 
will  fpeak  to  you  about  to  Morrow. 

Thus  they  went  away,  and  William  came  on  board 
and  gave  us  a  full  Account  of  his  Parley  with  the 
old  Dutchman,  which  was  very  diverting,  and  to 
me  inllrufling,  for  I  had  Abundance  of  Reafon  to 
acknowledge  William  had  made  a  better  Judgment  of 
things  than  I. 

It  was  our  good  Fortune  to  get  our  Ship  off"  that 
very  Night,  and  to  bring  her  to  an  Anchor  at  about 
a  Mile  and  a  Half  further  out,  and  in  deep  Water, 
to  our  great  Satisfaction ;  fo  that  we  had  no  need 
to  fear  the  Dutchman's  King  with  his  Hundred 
Thoufand  Men;  and  indeed  we  had  fome  Sport 
with  them  the  next  Day,  v^hen  they  came  down,  a 
vail  prodigious  A-fultitude  of  them,  very  few  lefs  in 
Number,  in  our  Imagination,  than  a  Hundred 
Thoufand,  with  fome  Elephants ;  tho*  if  it  had  been 
an  Army  of  Elephants,  they  could  have  done  us  no 
Harm,  for  we  were  fairly  at  our  Anchor  now,  and 
out  of  their  Reach  ;  and  indeed  we  thought  our  {elves 
more  out  of  their  Reach,  than  we  really  were  j  and 
it  was  ten  Thoufand  to  One,  that  we  had  not  been 
fall  a-ground  again  ;  for  theWind  blowing  ofFShore, 
rho'  it  made  the  Water  fmooth  where  we  lay,  yet  it 
blew  the  Ebb  further  out  than  u{\ial,  and  we  could 
eafily  perceive  the  Siind  which  we  touched  upon 
before,  lay  in  the  Shape  of  a  Half  Moon,  and  fur- 
rounded  us  with  two  Horns  of  it ;  fo  that  we  lav 
in  the  Middle  or  Center  of  it,  as  in  a  round  Bay, 
fafe  jurt  as  we  were,  and  in  deep  Water  ;  but  pre- 
fent  Death,  as  it  were,  on  the  right  Hand,  and  on 
the  left,  for  the  two  Horns,  or  Points  of  the  Sand, 
reached  out  beyond  where  our  Ship  lay  near  two 
Miles.  M  2  On 
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On  that  Part  of  the  Sand  which  lay  on  our  Eail 
Side,  this  milguided  Multitude  extended  themfelves ; 
and  being  moll  of  them  not  above  their  Knees,  or 
moll  of  them  not  above  Ancle  deep  in  the  Water, 
they,  as  it  were,  furrounded  us  on  that  Side,  and  on 
the  Side  of  the  main  Land,  and  a  little  Way  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  Sand,  Handing  in  a  Half  Circle,  or 
rather  three  Fifths  of  a  Circle,  for  about  fix  Allies 
in  Length;  the  other  Horn,  or  Point  of  the  Sand 
which  lay  on  our  Well  Side  being  not  quite  fo 
ihallow,  they  could  not  extend  themfelves  upon  it 
fo  far. 

They  little  thought  what  Service  they  had  done 
us,  and  how  unwillingly,  and  by  the  greatefl  Igno- 
rance, they  had  made  themfelves  Pilots  to  us,  while 
we  having  not  founded  the  Place,  might  have  been 
lofl  before  we  were  aware.  It  is  true,  we  might 
have  founded  our  new  Harbour,  before  we  had 
ventured  out ;  but  I  cannot  fay  for  certain,  whether 
we  (hould  or  not ;  fori,  for  my  Part,  had  not  the 
leaft  Sufpicion  of  what  our  real  Cafe  was.  How- 
ever, I  fay,  perhaps  before  we  had  weighed,  we 
iliould  have  look'd  about  us  a  little.  I  am  fure  v.e 
ought  to  have  done  it,  for  befides  thefe  Armies  of 
human  Furies,  we  had  a  very  leaky  Ship,  and  all 
our  Pumps  could  hardly  keep  the  W^ater  from  grow- 
ing upon  us,  and  our  Carpenters  were  over-board 
working  to  hnd  out,  and  Hop  the  W'^ounds  we  had 
received,  heeling  her  firll  on  one  Side  and  then  on 
the  other ;  and  it  was  very  diverting  to  fee  how, 
when  our  Men  heel'd  the  Ship  over  to  the  Side  next 
the  Vv'ildArmy  that  llood  on  tlieEailHorn  oftheSand, 
they  were  fo  amazed  between  Fright  and  Joy,  that 
it  put  them  into  a  kind  of  Confufion,  calling  to  one 
another,  hallooing  and  Ikreeking  in  a  Manner  as  it 
is  impolTible  to  delcribe. 

While  we  were  doing   this,    for  we  were  in  a 
ereat  Hurry,  you  may  be  fure,    and  all  Ha^ds  at 

Work, 
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Work,  as  well  at  the  flopping  our  Leaks,  as  repair- 
ing our  Rigging  and  Sails,  which  had  received  a 
great  deal  of  Damage,  and  alfo  in  rigging  a  new 
Main-Top-Maft,  and  the  like:  I  fay,  while  we 
were  doing  all  this,  we  perceived  a  Body  of  Men, 
of  near  a  Thoufand,  move  from  that  Part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Barbarians,  that  lay  at  the  Bottom  of 
the  (andy  Bay,  and  came  all  along  the  Water's  Edge, 
round  the  Sand,  till  they  Itood  jufl  on  our  Broadfide 
EajT,  and  were  within  about  Half  a  Mile  of  us. 
Then  we  faw  the  Dutcb?nan  come  forward  nearer  to 
us,  and  all  alone,  with  his  white  Hag  and  ail  his 
Motions,  juil  as  before,  and  there  he  Itocd. 

Our  Men  had  but  juft  brought  the  Ship  to  Rights 
again  as  they  came  up  to  our  Broadiide,  and  we  had 
very  happily  found  out  and  ftopped  the  worll  and 
moft  dangerous  Leak  that  \^-e  had,  to  our  very  great 
Satisfaction  ;  fo  I  ordered  the  Boats  to  be  hai^rd  upi 
and  Manned  as  tliey  were  tlie  Day  before,  c^sA 
William  to  go  as  Plenipotentiary.  I  would  have 
gone  my  felf,  if  I  had  underfLOod  D'utch ;  but  as  I 
did  not,  it  was  to  no  Purpofe,  for  I  fhould  be  able 
to  knovv^  nothing  of  what  was  faid,  but  from'  him  at 
fecond  Hand,  which  might  be  done  as  well  after- 
wards. All  the  Inftrudions  I  pretended  to  give 
Williajn,  was,  if  poffible,  to  get  the  old  Dutch- 
man away,  and,  if  he  could,  to  make  him  come  on 
board. 

Well,  William  went  jufl  as  before ;  and  when  he 
came  within  about  fixty  or  fcventy  Yards  of  the 
Shore,  he  held  up  his  white  Flag,  as  the  Dutchmaji 
did,  and  turning  the  Boat's  Broadfide  to  the  Shore, 
and  his  Men  lying  upon  their  Oars,  the  Parley  or 
Dialogue  began  again  thus. 

JVill.  Well,  Friend,  what  do'fl  thou  fay  to  us 
now  ? 

M  3  Dutchm^- 
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Dutchtn.  I  come  of  the  fame  mild  Errand  as  I  did 
ycllerday. 

in II.  What,  do'ft  thou  pretend  to  come  of  a  mild 
Errand,  with  all  thefe  People  at  thy  Back,  and  all 
the  foolifli  Weapons  of  War  they  bring  with  them  ? 
Prithee,  what  doll  thou  mean  ? 

Dutchm.  TliC  King  hartens  us  to  invite  the  Cap- 
tain and  all  his  Men,  to  come  en  Shore,  and  has 
ordered  all  his  Men  to  Ihew  them  all  the  Civility 
they  can. 

iVilL  Well,  and  are  all  thofe  Men  come  to  invite 
us  a/hore? 

Diitchm.  They  will  do  you  no  Hurt,  if  you  will 
come  on  Shore  peaceably. 

IVill.  Well,  and  what  doft  thou  think  they  can  do 
to  us,  if  we  will  not } 

Dutchm.  I  would  not  have  them  do  you  any  Hurt 
then  neither. 

IVill.  But  prithee,  Friend,  do  not  make  thy  felf 
Fool  and  Knave  too  :  Do'fl  not  thou  know  that  we 
are  out  of  Fear  of  all  thy  Army,  and  out  of  Danger 
cf  all  that  they  can  do  ?  What  makes  thee  ad  fo  fim- 
ply  as  well  as  fo  knavifhiy  ? 

Dutch7n.  Why  you  may  think  your  felves  fafer 
than  you  are :  You  do  not  know  what  they  may 
do  to  you.  I  can  affure  you  they  are  able  to  do 
you  a  great  deal  of  Harm,  and  perhaps  burn  your 
Ship, 

I'Vill.  Suppofe  that  were  true,  as  I  am  fure  it  is 
falfe,  you  fee  we  have  more  Ships  to  carry  us  oft, 
'^ pointing  to  the  Sloop. 

Dutchm.  We  do  not  value  that,  if  you  had  ten 
Ship,  you  dare  not  come  on  Shore  with  all  the  Men 

you 

*  N  B.  Juft  at  tfiis  Tims  we  difcovered  the  Slcop  landing 
towards  us  from  the  Eafl-,  along:  the  Shore,  at  about  the  Dil- 
tance  of  two  Leagues,  which  was  to  uur  particular  Satisfaftica, 
Ihc  having  been  roiilirg  thirteen  Days. 
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you  have,  in  a  liollile  \\'"ay ;  we  are  too  many  foJ* 
you. 

Will.  Thou  doeft  not  even  in  that  fpeakas  thou 
meanell ;  and  we  may  give  thee  a  Tryal  of  our 
Hands,  when  our  Friends  come  up  to  us  ;  for  thou 
heareft  they  have  difcovered  us  *. 

Dutchm.  Yes,  1  hear  they  fire,  but  1  hope  your 
Ship  will  not  fire  again  ;  for  if  they  do,  our  General 
will  take  it  for  breaking  the  Truce,  and  will  make 
the  Army  let  fly  a  Shower  of  Arrows  at  you  in  the 
Boat. 

Will.  Thou   mayeft   be  fure  the  Ship  will  fire, 
that  the  other  Ship  may  hear  them,    but  not   with - 
Ball.  If  thy  General  knows  no  better,  he  may  be- 
gin when  he  -.vill ;  but  thou  mayell  be  fure  we  will 
return  it  to  his  Coft. 

Dutchm.   What  mil  ft  I  do  then  ? 
Will.     Do,  why  go  to  him.,  and   tell  him    of  it 
before-hand  then  ;  and  let  him  know,  that  the  Ship 
firing  is  not  at  him,  nor  his    Men,    and  then   come 
again,  and  tell  us  what  he  fays. 

Dutchm.  No,  I  will  fend  to  him,  which  will  do 
as  well. 

Will.  Do  as  thou  wilt ;  but  I  believe  thou  hadft 
better  go  thy  felf }  for  if  our  Men  fire  firft  I  fuppoie 
he  will  be  in  a  great  Wrath,  and,  it  may  be,  at  thee  ^ 
for  as  for  his  Wrath  at  us,  we  tell  thee,  before-hand, 
we  value  it  not. 

Dutchm.  You  flight  them  too  much,  you  know 
not  what  they  may  do. 

Will.     Thou   makeft   as   if   thofe   poor    favage 

Wretches  could  do  mighty  things ;  prithee  let  us  fee 

what  you  can  all  do,  we  value  it  not;  thou  mayeft 

M   4  'fet 
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Nev.'i  of  ufj  foi  they  did  not  fee  us> 
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fet  down  thy   Flag  of  Truce  when    thou   pleafcli, 
and  begin. 

Dutch?/:.  I  had  rather  make  a  Truce  and  have 
you  all  part  Fjiends.  " 

Will.  Thou  art  a  deceitful  Rogue  thy  felf ;  for 
'tis  plain  thou  knowelt  thefe  People  would  only 
perfwade  us  on  Shore,  to  entrap  and  furprize  us ;  and 
)'et  thou  that  art  a  Chriilian,  as  thou  callell  thy  felf, 
would  have  us  come  on  Shore,  and  put  our  Lives 
into  their  Hands  who  know  nothing  that  belongs  to 
Compaflion,  good  Ufage,  or  good  Manners:  How 
can  it  thou  be  fuch  a  Villain! 

Dutchm.  How  can  you  call  me  fo?  What  have 
1  done  to  you,  and  what  would  you  have  me  do  ? 

Will.  Not  adl  like  a  Traytor,  but  like  one  that 
was  once  a  Chriilian,  and  would  have  been  fo  Hill,  if 
you  had  not  been  a  Dutchman. 

Dutchm.  I  know  not  what  to  do  not  I,  I  wiih  I 
were  from  them,  they  are  a  bloody  People. 

Will.  Prithee  make  no  Difficulty  of  what  thou 
ihould'il  do  ;  Can'il:  thou  fwim  ? 

Dutchm.  Yes,  I  can  fwim ;  but  if  I  fhould  at- 
tempt to  fwim  off  to  you,  I  fhould  have  a  Thoufand 
Arrows  and  Javelins  iHcking  in  me,  before  I  fhould 
get  to  your  Boat. 

Will.  I'll  bring  the  Boat  clofe  to  thee,  and  take 
thee  on  board,  in  fpite  of  them  all.  We  will  give 
them  but  one  Volley,  and  I'll  engage  they  will  all 
run  away  from  thee. 

Dutchm.  You  are  miltaken  in  them,  I  affure  you  j 
they  would  immediately  come  all  running  down  to 
the  Shore,  and  fhoot  Fire-Arrows  at  you,  and 
fet  your  Boat  and  Ship  and  all  on  Fire,  about  your 
Ears. 

Will.  We  will  venture  that,  if  thou  wilt  come 
off. 

Dutchm,  Will  you  ufe  me  honourably  when  I  am 
among  you. 

Wi/L 
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Will.  I'll  give  thee  my  Word  for  it,  if  thou  pro' 
ve'll  honeft. 

Dutchm.  Will  you  not  make  me  a  Prifoner  ? 

Will.  I  will  be  thy  Surety,  Body  for  Body,  that 
thou  fhalt  be  a  Freeman,  and  go  whither  thou  wilt, 
tho'  I  own  to  thee  thou  doll  not  deferve  it. 

Jufl  at  this  tim.e  our  Ship  fired  three  Guns,  to  an- 
fwer  the  Sloop,  and  let  her  know  we  faw  her,  who 
immediately,  we  perceived,  underllood  it,  and  Hood 
diredly  for  the  Place  ;  but  it  is  impolTible  to  exprefs 
the  Confufion  and  filthy  vile  Noife,  the  Hurry  and 
univerfal  Diforder,  that  was  among  that  vail  Multi- 
tude of  People,  upon  our  Firing  of  three  Guns. 
They  immediately  all  repaired  to  their  Arms,  as  I 
may  call  it ;  for,  to  fay  they  put  themfelves  into 
Order,  would  be  faying  nothing. 

Upon  the  Word  of  Command  then  they  advanced-^ 
all  in  a  Body  to  the  Sea-fide,  and  refolving  to  give 
us  one  Volley  of  their  Fire  Arms,  for  fiich  they  were, 
immediately  they  faluted  us  with  a  Hundred  Thou- 
fand  ofltheir  Arrows,  every  one  carrying  a  little 
Bag  of  Cloath  dipt  in  Brimftone,  or  fome  fuch 
thing  J  which  flying  thro'  the  Air,  had  nothing  to 
hinder  it  taking  Fire  as  it  flew,  and  it  generally 
did  fo. 

I  cannot  fay  but  this  method  of  attp.cking  us,  by 
a  Way  we  had  no  Notion  of,  might  give  us  at  firil. 
feme  little  Surprize  ;  for  the  Number  was  fo  great  at 
firil;,  that  we  were  not  altogether  without  Apprehen- 
fions  that  they  might  unluckily  fet  our  Ship  oa 
Fire ,  fo  that  he  reiblved  immediately  to  row  on 
Board,  and  pevfwade  us  all  to  Vv'eigh,  and  fland  out 
to  Sea ;  but  there  was  no  time  for  it,  for  they  im^ 
mediately  let  fly  a  Volley  at  the  Boat,  and.  at  the 
Ship  from  all  Parts  of  the  vailCrowd  of  People  which, 
ilood  near  the  Shore. 

M  5,  Nc»- 
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Nor  did  they  lire,  as  I  may  call  it,  all  at  once,, 
and  fo  leave  cff,  but  their  Arrows  being  foon  noteli'd 
upon  their  Bows,  they  kept  continually  Ihooting,  fo 
that  the  Air  was  full  of  Flame. 

I  could  not  fay  whether  they  fet  their  Cotton  Rag 
on  Fire  before  they  Ihot  the  Arrow,  for  I  did  not 
perceive  they  had  Fire  with  them,  which  however 
it  feems  they  had.  The  Arrow,  befides  the  Fire 
it  carry ed  ^^'ith  it,  had  a  Head,  or  a  Peg,  as  we  call 
it,of  a  Bone, and  fomeof  fharp  Flint  Stone,  and  fome 
few  of  a  Metal,  too  foft  in  itfelf  for  Metal,  but  hard 
enough  to  caufe  it  to  enter,  if  it  were  a  Plank,  fo  as 
to  ftick  where  it  fell. 

WilliciTn  and  his  Men  had  Notice  fufficient  to  lye 
clofe  behind  their  Wafte  boards,  which  for  this  very 
Purpofe  they  had  made  fo  high,  that  they  could 
eafily  fmk  themfelves  behind  them,  fo  as  to  defend 
themfelves  from  any  thing  that  came  Point  blank,  as 
tve  call  it,  or  upon  a  Line  ;  but  for  what  might  fall 
perpendicularly  out  of  tlie  Air,  they  had  no  Guard, 
but  took  the  Flazard  of  that.  At  firfl  they  made  as 
if  they  would  row  away,  but  before  they  went,  they 
gave  a  Volley  of  their  fmall  Arms,  firing  at  thofe 
which  flood  with  t\iQDutchr:an ;  but  William  ordered 
them  to  be  fure  to  take  their  Aim  at  others  fo  as  to 
mifs  him,  and  they  did  fo. 

There  was  no  Calling  to  them  now,  for  the  Noife 
v/as  fo  great  among  them,  that  they  could  hear  no 
Body  ;  but  our  Men  boldly  row'd  in  nearer  to  them, 
for  they  were  at  firH  driven  a  little  off,  and  when 
rhey  came  nearer,  they  fired  a  fecond  Volley,  which 
put  the  Fellows  into  a  great  Confunon,  and  we  could 
fee  from  the  Ship,,  that  feveral  of  them  were  kilF  J  or 
wounded,. 

We  thought  this  was  a  very  unequal  Fight,  and. 
.therefore  we  made  a  Signal  to  our  Men,  to  row  a- 
way  3.  that  we  might  have  a  little  of  the  Sport  as 
■w^H  as  they  ^  but  the    Arrows  iiew  fo  thick  upon 

thera» 
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them,  being  fo  near  the  Shore,  that  they  could  not 
fit  to  their  Oars ;  fo  tliey  fpread  a  little  of  their  Sail, 
thinking  they  might  fail  along  the  Shore,  and  lye 
behind  their  Walle-boards :  But  the  Sail  had  not 
been  fpread  fix  Minutes,  but  it  had  five  Hundred 
Fire-Arrows  fhot  into  it,  and  thro'  it,  and  at  length 
fet  it  fairly  on  Fire  ;  nor  were  our  Men  quite  out  of 
the  Danger  of  it's  fetting  the  Boat  on  Fire,  and  this 
made  them  paddle  and  fhove  the  Boat  away  as  well 
as  they  could,  as  they  lay,  to  get  further  off. 

By  this  time  they  had  left  us  a  fair  Mark  ^t  the 
whole  Savage  Army ;  and  as  we  had  fhcer'd  the  Ship 
as  near  to  them  as  we  could,  we  fired  among  the  thick- 
et of  them  fix  or  feven  times,  five  Guns  at  a  time, 
which  fhot  old  Iron,  Mufquet  Bullet?,  csfc. 

We  could  eafily  fee  that  we  made  Ha\'ock  of  them, 
and  killed  and  wounded  Abundance  of  them,  and 
that  they  were  in  a  great  Surprize  at  it ;  but  yet  they 
never  offered  to  ilir,  and  all  this  while  their  Fire-Ar- 
rows flew  as  thick  as  before. 

At  laft,.on  a  fudden  their  Arrows  flopt,  and  the 
old  Dutchman  cam.e  running  down  to  the  Water  Side 
all  alone,  with  iiis  white  Flag  as  before,  waving  it  as 
high  as  he  could,  and  making  Signals  to  our  Boat 
to  come  to  him  again. 

William  did  not  care  at  firfl  to  go  near  him,    but 
the  Man  continuing  to  make  Signals  to  him  to  come^  - 
at  laft  William  went,  and  the  Dutchman  told   him, 
that  he  had  been  with  the  General,  who  was  much  . 
mollified  by  the  Slaughter  of  his  Men,  and  that  now 
he  could  have  any  thing  of  him. 

Any  thing,  fays  William,  v/hat  have  we  to  do 
with  him?  Let  him  go  about  his  Bufinefs^  and  carry 
his   Men  out  of  Gun  Shot :  Can't  he  ?  ' 

Why,  fays  the  Dutchnan,  but  he  dares  not  Hir, 
nor  fee  the  King's  Face;  unlefs  fome  of  your 
Men  come  on  Shore,  he  will  certainly  put  him  10 
Death, 
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Why  then,  fays  IVlll'mm,  he  is  a  dead  Man  ;  fv)r 
if  it  were  to  fave  his  Life,  and  the  Lives  of  all  the 
Crowd  that  is  with  him,  he  fliall  never  have  one  of 
us  in  his  Power. 

But  ril  tell  thee,  fuid  William,  how  thou  fhalt 
cheat  him,  and  gain  thy  own  Liberty  too,  if  thou 
ha^ii  any  jMind  to  fee  thy  own  Country  again,  and 
art  not  turn'd  Savage,  and  grown  fond  of  living  all 
thy  Days  among  Heathens  and  Savages. 

I  would  be  glad  to  do  it  with  all  my  Heart, 
fays  he;  but  if  I  fhould  oifer  to  fwim  off  to  you 
jnow,  tho'  they  are  fo  far  from  me,  they  fhoot 
fo  true,  that  they  would  kill  me  before  I  got  half 
Way. 

But,  fays  William,  Til  tell  thee  how  thou  fhalt 
come  with  his  Confent ;  go  to  him,  and  tell  him,  I 
.have  offer' d  to  carry  you  on  board,  to  try  if  you 
could  perfwade  the  Captain  to  come  on  Shore,  and 
rhat  I  would  not  hinder  him,  if  he  was  willing  to 
venture. 

The  Didchman  feeraed  in  a  Rapture  at  the  very 
iirft  Vv^ord  :  I'll  do  it,  fays  he,  I  am  perfwaded  he 
will  give  me  Leave  to  come. 

Away  he  runs,  as  if  he  had  a  glad  Mcllage  to 
carry,  and  tells  the  General,  that  William  had  pro- 
mifed,  if  he  would  go  on  board  the  Ship  with  me, 
he  v/ould  perfwade  the  Captain  to  return  with  him. 
The  General  was  Fool  enough  to  give  him  Order  to 
go,  and  charged  him  not  to  come  back  without  the 
Captain,  v/hich  he  readily  promiifed,  and  very  honell- 
1y  might. 

So  they  took  him  in,  and  brouglrt  him  on  boarcf, 
and  he  was  as  good  as  his  Word  to  them,  for  he 
i^ever  went  back  any  more ;  and  the  Sloop  being  come 
to  the  Mouth  of  the  Inlet  where  we  lay,  we  weigh- 
ed, and  fet  Sail.  But  as  we  went  out,  being  pretty- 
near  the  Shore,  we  firad  three  Guns  as  it  were  a- 
anong  them,  but  without  any  Shot,  for  it  was  of  no 
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Ufe  to  us,  to  hurt  any  more  of  them.  After  we 
had  fired,  we  gave  them  a  Chear,  as  the  Seamen 
call  it ;  that  is  to  fay,  we  halloo'd  at  them  by  way  of 
Triumph,  and  fo  carried  off  their  Ambaflador ;  how 
it  fared  with  their  General,  we  l^now  nothing  of 
that. 

ThisPafiage,  when  I  related  it  to  a  Friend  of 
mine,  after  my  Return  from  thofe  Rambles,  agreed 
fo  well  with  his  Relation  of  what  happened  to  one 
Mr.  Kmx^n  Englijh  Captain,  who  feme  time  ago 
was  decoyed  on  Shore  by  thofe  People,  that  it  could 
not  but  be  very  much  to  my  Satisfadlion  to  think 
what  IVIifchief  we  had  all  efcaped  ;  and  I  think 
it  cannot  but  be  very  profitable  to  record  the  other 
Story,  nxihich  is  but  Jhort,  with  my  own,  to  fhew, 
whoever  reads  this,  what  it  was  I  avoided,  and  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  like,  if  they  have  to  do 
with  the  perfidious  People  of  Ceylon.  The  Relation 
is  as  follows. 

The  Ifland  of  Ceylon  being  inhabited  for  the  great- 
eft  Part  by  Barbarians,  which  will  not  allow  any- 
Trade  or  Commerce  with  any  European  Nation,  and 
inacceffible  by  any  Travellers,  it  will  be  convenient 
to  relate  the  Occalion  how  the  Author  of  this  Story- 
happened  to  go  into  this  Ifland,  and  what  Opportu- 
nities he  had  of  being  fully  acquainted  with  the  Peo- 
ple, their  Laws  and  Cuftoms,  that  fo  we  may  the 
better  depend  upon  the  Account,  and  value  it  as  it 
deferves,  for  the  Rarity  as  well  as  the  Truth  of  it; 
and  both  thefe  the  Author  gives  us  a  brief  Relation 
of,  in  this  Manner.     His  Words  are  as  follows. 

In  the  Year  1657,  the  Aine  Fregat,  of  London, 
Captain  Robert  Knox  Commander,  on  the  2 1  il:  of 
January,  fet  Sail  out  of  the  Doi.>.ns,  in  the  Service 
of  the  Honourable  the  Eaji  India  Company  of  En- 
gland, bound  for  Fort  St.  Gegrge  upon  the  Coait   of. 

Ccra^ 
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Coromafj^t-/,  to  trade  for  one  Year  from  Port  to  Port 
in  Im/ia  ;  which  having  performed,  as  he  was  lading 
his  Goods  to  return  for  Englavd,  being  in  the  Road 
of  Matlipatam^  on  the  19th  of  'No'vetnlcr  1659, 
there  happened  fuch  a  mighty  Storm,  that  in  it  feve- 
ral  Ships  were  cai>.  away,  and  he  was  forc'd  to  cut 
his  Main  Alart  by  the  Board,  which  fo  difabled  the 
Ship,  that  he  could  not  proceed  in  his  Voyage  ; 
whereupon,  Cottar,  in  the  Ifland  of  Ceylon,  being  a 
very  commodious  Bay  fit  for  her  prefent  Diftrefs,  Tho. 
Chambers,  Efq ;  fmce  Sir  Thomas  Chambers,  the 
Agent  at  Fort  St.  George,  ordered  that  the  Ship 
fliould  take  in  fome  Cloath  and  Indian  Merchants 
belonging  to  Porta  No-z'a,  who  might  trade  there 
while  fhe  lay  to  fet  her  Maft,  and  repair  the  other 
Damages  fuilained  by  the  Storm.  At  her  firfl:  com- 
ing thither,  after  the  Indian  Aderchants  were  fet 
on  Shore,  the  Captain  and  his  Men  were  very 
jealous  of  the  People  of  that  Place,  by  reafon  the 
Englijh  never  had  any  Commerce  or  Dealing  with 
them ;  but  after  they  had  been  there  twenty  Days, 
going  afhore  and  returning  again  at  Pleafure,  with- 
out any  Moleflation,  they  began  to  lay  afide  all  fuf- 
picious  Thoughts  of  the  People  that  dwelt  there- 
abouts, who  had  kindly  entertained  them  for  their 
Money. 

By  this  time  the  King  of  the  County  had  Notice 
of  ther  Arrival,  and  not  being  acquainted  with 
their  Intents,  he  fent  down  a  i)/^^i;^  or  General, 
with  an  Army  to  them,  who  immediately  fent  a 
MelTenger  to  the  Captain  on  board,  to  defire  him  to 
come  afhore  to  him,  pretending  a  Letter  from  the 
King,  The  Captain  faluted  the  MefTage  with  Fir- 
ing of  Guns,  and  ordered  his  Son  Robert  Knox  and 
Mr.  John  Lo^eland^  Merchant  of  the  Ship,  to  go 
afhore  and  wait  on  him.  When  they  were  come  be- 
fore him,  he  demanded  Who  they  'were,  and ho<iv  long 
theyjhouldfiayp    They  told  Jtiim;    7hey  iwrf  EJiglifh- 
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men,  and  not  tojlay  aho've  tnjoenty  or  thirty  Days,   and 
dejired  Per?n}JJjon  to  trade  in  his  Majejifs  Port.      His 
Anfwer  was.  That  the  King    nvas  glad  to  hear  that 
the  Englifh  <v:ere  come  into  his  Country,  and  had  com- 
manded him  to  ajpft  them,  as   they  Jhould  dejire,    and 
hadfent  a  Letter  to  he  delivered  to  none  but  the  Captain 
himfelf.     They  were  then  twelve  Miles  from  the  Sea 
Side,  and  therefore  replied,     Tl?at  the  Captain  could 
not  league  his  Ship  to  come  fo  far  ;  but  if  he  pleafed  to 
go  donvn  to  the  Sea-Side,  the  Captain  fvcould  ii^ait   on 
him  to  recel-ve  the  Letter.     Whereupon  the   Dijfuava 
defired  them  to  flay  that  Day,  and  on  the  Morrow 
he  would  go  with  them  ;    which,    rather  than  dif- 
pleafe  him  in  fo  fmall  a  Matter,  they   confented  to. 
In  the  Evening,  the  Dijfua-x'a  fent  a  Prefent  to  the 
Captain    of  Cattle  and  Fruits,    l^c.    which  being 
carried  all  Night  by  the  Melfengers,  was  delivered 
to  him  in  the  Morning,  who  told  him  withal,    that 
his  Men  were  coming  down  with  the  Diffuanja,    and 
defired  his  Company  on   Shore  againft  his  coming, 
having  a  Letter  from  the  King  to  deliver    into  his 
own  Hand.      The   Captain    miftrufting    nothing, 
came  on  Shore  with  his  Boat,  and   fitting    under   a 
Tamarind  Tree,  waited  for  the  DiJJuava.      In  the 
mean  time,  the  Native  Soldiers  privately  furrounded 
him  and  the  feven  Men  he  had   with    him,    and 
feizing  them,,  carried  them  to  meet  the  Diffuanja^ 
bearing    the    Captain  on    a    Hammock    on  their 
Shoulders. 

The  next  Dsy  the  Long  Boat^s  Crew,  not  know- 
ing what  had  happen'd,  came  on  Shore  to  cut 
down  a  Tree  to  make  Cheeks  for  the  Main-Mail, 
and  were  made  Prifoners  after  the  fairie  A4anner, 
tho*  with  more  Violence,  becaufe  they  were  more 
rough  with  them,  and  made  Refiftance,  yet  they 
were  not  brought  to  the  Captain  and  his  Com- 
pany, but  quartered  in  another  Houfe  in  the  fame 
Tcwn. 
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The  D'lJTunnja  having  thus  gotten  two  Boats 
and  eighteen  Men,  his  next  Care  was  to  gain  the 
Ship,  and  to  that  End,  telling  the  Captain  that  he 
and  his  Men  were  only  detained  becaufe  the  King 
intended  to  fend  Letters  and  a  Prefent  to  the  Englijh 
Nation  by  him,  defired  he  would  fend  fome  Alen 
on  board  his  Ship  to  order  her  Stay  ;  and  becaufe 
the  Ship  was  in  Danger  of  being  fired  by  the  Dutch^ 
if  fhe  Itayed  long  in  the  Bay,  to  bring  her  up  the 
River.  The  Captain  did  not  approve  of  the  Advice, 
but  did  not  dare  to  own  his  Diflike  ;  and  fo  fent  his 
Son  with  the  Order,  but  with  a  folemn  Conjuration 
to  return  again,  which  he  accordingly  did,  bring- 
ing a  Letter  from  the  Company  in  the  Ship,  That 
they  nxould  not  obey  the  Captain,  7ior  a-ny  other  in  this 
Matter, hut  nvere  refolved  to  Jl and  on  their  on/:nDefence. 
This  Letter  fatisfy'd  the  DiJJua'va  who  thereupon 
gave  the  Captain  Leave  to  write  for  what  he  would 
have  brought  him  from  the  Ship,  pretending,  that 
he  had  not  the  King's  Order  to  releafe  them,  though 
it  would  fuddenly  come. 

The  Captain  feeing  he  was  held  in  Sufpence,  and 
the  Seafon  of  the  Year  fpending  for  the  Ship  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  Voyage  to  fome  Place,  fent  Order  to 
Mr.  "John  Burford  the  chief  Mate,  to  take  Charge 
of  the  Ship,  and  fet  Sail  to  Porta  Ncua,  from 
whence  they  came^  and  there  to  follow  the  Agent's 
Order. 

And  now  began  that  long  and  fad  Captivity  they 
all  along  feared  ;  the  Ship  being  gone,  the  Dijfua<va 
was  called  up  to  the  King,  and  they  were  kept  under 
Guards  a  while,  till  a  fpecial  Order  came  from  the 
King  to  part  them,  and  put  one  in  a  Tov>'n,  for 
the  Conveniency  of  their  Maintenance,  which  the 
King  ordered  to  be  at  the  Charge  of  the  Country. 
Gn  Scptc7nber  i6,  1660,  the  Captain  and  his  Son 
were  placed  in  a  Town  called  Bonder  Coof^Mat,  in 
me  Country  of  Hotcurly,  diilance  from-  the   City  o£ 
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Cand'i  Northward  thirty  Miles,  and  from  the  re"^ 
of  the  Englijl-',  a  full  Day's  Journey.  Here  theX 
had  their  Provifions  brought  them  twice  a  Day* 
without  Money,  fo  much  as  they  could  eat,  and  as 
good  as  the  Country  )'eilded.  The  Situation  of  the 
Place  was  very  pleafant  and  commodious,  but  that 
Year  that  Part  of  the  Land  was  very  fickly  by  Agues 
and  Fevers,  of  which  many  died.  The  Captain 
and  his  Son,  after  fome  time,  were  vifited  with  the 
common  Diilemper,  and  the  Captain  being  alfo  load- 
ed with  Grief  for  his  deplorable  Condition,  languifh- 
ed  more  than  three  Months,  and  then  died,  Febru- 
ary the  9th,  1660. 

Robert  Knox  his  Son  being  now  left  dcfolate,  fick, 
and  in  Captivity,  having  none  to  comfort  him  but 
God,  who  is  the  Father  of  the  fatherlefs,  and  hears 
the  Groans  of  fach  as  are  in  Captivity,  being  alone 
to  enter  upon  a  long  Scene  of  Mifery  and  Calamity, 
opprefs'd  with  Weaknefs  of  Body  and  Grief  of  Soul, 
for  the  Lofs  of  his  Father,  and  his  remedilefs  Trouble 
that  he  was  like  to  endure;  and  the  firft  Inftance  of 
it  was  in  the  Burial  of  his  Father :  For  he  fent  his 
Black  Boy  to  the  People  of  the  Town^  to  defire 
their  Affiflance,  becaufe  they  underftood  not  their 
Language ;  but  they  fent  him  only  a  Rope  to  drag 
him  by  the  Neck  into  the  Woods,  and  told  him, 
that  they  <vjould  offer  him  no  other  Help  unlefs  he  'would 
pay  for  it.  This  barbarous  Anfwer  increafed  his 
Trouble,  for  his  Father's  Death,  that  now  he  was 
like  to  lie  unburied,  and  be  made  a  Prey  to  the  wild 
Beail  in  the  Woods ;  for  the  Ground  was  very 
hard  and  they  had  not  Tools  to  dig  with,  and  fo  it 
was  impoffible  for  them  to  bury  him  ;  and  ha- 
ving a  fmall  Matter  of  Money  left  him,  ijiz.  a 
Pagoda  and  a  Gold  Ring,  he  hired  a  Man,  and  fo 
buried  him  in  as  decent  a  Manner  as  their  Condition 
would  permit. 

His 
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His  dead  Father  being  thus  removed   out  of  hi:. 
Sight,    but  his   Ague  continuing,   he   was   reduced 
very  low,  partly  by  Sorrow  and  partly  by  his  Dif- 
cafe;  all  the  Comfort  he   had  was  to  go  into   the 
Wood,  and  Fields  with  a  Book,    either  the  PraSiice 
of  Piety ^  or    Mr.    Roger s\   Seven    Treatifes^    which 
were  the  only  two  Books  he  had,   and  meditate  and 
read,  and  fometimes  pray,    in  which  his  Anguifli 
made  him  often  invert  Elijah^  Petition,  That  he  might 
die^  becaufe  his  Life  was  a  burthen  to   him.     God, 
tho'  he  was  pleafed  to  prolong  his  Life,  yet  he  found 
a  Way  to  lighten  his  Grief,  by  removing  his  Ague, 
and  granting  him  a  Defire,  which  above  all  things, 
was  acceptable  to  him.     He  had  read  his  two  Books 
over  fo  often,  that  he  had  both   almofl   by  Heart, 
and  tho'  they  were  both  pious  and  good  Writings, 
yet  he  longed  for  the  Truth  from  the  original  Foun- 
tain, and  thought  it  his  greateft  Unhappinefs,   that 
he  had  not  a  Bible,  and  did  believe,  that  he  fhould 
never  fee  one  again  :  But,  contrary  to  his  Expedlati- 
on,  God  brought  him  one  after  this   Manner.      As 
he  was  filhing  one  Day,  with  his   Black   Boy,    to 
catch  fome  Filh  to  relieve  his  Hunger,  an  old    Man 
pafs'd  by  them,    and   aiked  his   Boy,   whether   his 
Mafler  could  read  ;  and  when  the  Boy  had  anfwered. 
Yes ;  he  told  him,  that  he  had  gotten  a  Book  frofn  the 
Portuguefe  <vjhen  they  left  Columbo ;  and,  if  his  Maf- 
ter  pleafed,  he  ixould  fell  it    him.      The    Boy  told 
his  Mafter,  who  bad  him  go  and  fee   what  Book  it 
was.     The  Boy  having  fervedthe  Englijh  fome  time, 
knew  the  Book,  and,  as  foon  as  he  had  got  it   into 
his  Hand,  came  running  to  him,  calling  out   before 
he  came  to  him,  'Tis  the  Bible,     The  Words   llart- 
led  him,  and  he  flung  down  his  Angle  to  meet  him, 
and,  finding  it  true,  was  mightily  rejoiced   to  fee  it; 
but  he  was  afraid  he  fhould  not  have  enough  to  pur- 
chafe  it,  tho'  he  v/as   refolved  to  part   with   all   the 
Money  he  had,  which  was  but  one  Pagoda,  to  buy 

it; 
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il ;  but,  his  Black  Boy  perfwading  him  to  flight  it; 
and  leave  it  to  him  to  buy  it,  he  at  length,  obtained 
it  for  a  knit  Cap. 

Tliis  Accident  he  could  not  but  look  upon  as  a 
great  Miracle,  that  God  fhould  bellow-  upon  him 
iuch  an  extraordinary  Bleffing,  and  bring  him  a 
Bible  in  his  own  native  I-anguage,  in  fuch  a  remote 
Part  of  the  World,  where  his  Name  was  not  known, 
find  where  it  was  never  heard  of,  that  an  Englijh7nan 
had  ever  been  before.  The  Enjoyment  of  this  Mer- 
cy was  a  great  Comfort  to  him  in  Captivity,  and 
tho'  he  wanted  no  bodily  Convenience  that  the 
Country  did  afford,  for  the  King  immediately  after 
his  Father  s  Death  had  fent  an  exprefs  Order  to  the 
People  of  the  Towns,  that  they  fhould  be  kind  to 
him,  and  give  him  good  Viftuals;  and,  after  he  had 
been  fome  time  in  the  Country,  and  underftood  the 
Language,  he  got  him  good  Conveniencies,  as,  a 
Houie  and  Gardens,  and  falling  to  Hufbandry,  God 
fo  profpered  him,  that  he  had  Plenty,  not  only  for 
himfelf,  but  to  lend  others ;  which  being  according 
to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Country,  at  50  per  Cent,  a 
Year,  much  enriched  him.  He  had  alfo  Goats, 
which  ferved  him  for  Mutton,  and  Hogs  and  Hens: 
Nctwithilanding  this,  I  fay,  for  he  lived  as  fine  as 
any  of  their  Noblemen,  he  could  not  fo  far  forget 
his  native  Country,  as  to  be  x:ontented  to  dwell  in  a 
flrange  Land,  where  there  was  to  him  a  Famine  of 
God's  Word  and  Sacraments,  the  Want  of  which 
m.ade  all  other  things  to  be  of  little  Value  to  him  ; 
therefore,  as  he  made  it  his  daily  and  fervent  Prayer 
to  God,  in  his  good  time,  to  reftore  him  to  both,  fo 
at  length  he,  with  one  Stephen  Rutland,  who  had 
lived  with  him  two  Years  before,  refolved  to  make 
their  Efcape,  and,  about  the  Year  1673,  nieditated 
all  fecret  Ways  to  compafs  it.  They  had  before 
taken  up  a  Way  of  Peddling  about  the  Country, 
and   buying  Tobacco,    Pepper,    Garlick,    Combs, 

and 
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and  all  forts  of  Iron-Ware,  and  carried  them    into 
thofe  Parts  of  the  Country  where  they  wanted  them  ; 
and  now,  to   promote  their  Dtfign,  as  they   went 
with  their  Commodities  from  Place  to   Place,    they 
difcourfed  with  the  Country  People,  for  they    could 
no^v /peak  their  Language  <vjell,  concerning  the  Ways 
and  Inhabitants  where  the  Iflewas  thinneft  and  full-^ 
eft  inhabited  ;  where  and  how  the  Watches  lay  from 
one  Country  to  another ;    and  what  Commodities 
were  proper  for  them  to  carry  into  all   Parts ;    pre- 
tending, that  they  would    furnifh    themfelves   with 
fuch  Wares  as  the  refpeclive  Places  wanted.      None 
doubted  but  what  they  did  was  upon   the    Account 
of  Trade,  becaufe  that  he  (Mr.  Knox)  was  fo  well 
feated,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  leave  fuch  an  Eftate, 
by  travelling    Northward,     becaufe    tliat    Part  of 
the   Land  was   leaft  inhabited ;     and  fo  furnifhiing 
themfelves  with  fuch  Wares  as  were  vendible  in  thofe 
Parts,  they  fet  forth,    and  fteered  their  Courfe  to- 
wards the  North  Part  of  the  Iflands,  knowing  very 
little  of  the  Ways,    which  were  generally  intricate 
and  perplex'd,  becaufe  they  have  no  publick  Roads, 
but  a  Multitude  of  little  Paths  from  one  Town  to  a- 
nother,  and  thofe  often   changing ;    and  for  White 
Men  to  enquire  about  the  Ways,  was  very    dange- 
rous, becaufe  the  People  would  prefently  fufpedl  their 
Deiign. 

At  this  Time  they  travelled  from  Canda  Vda,  as 
far  as  the  Country  of  Neurecala<va,  which  is  in  the 
furthermoft  Parts  of  the  King's  Dominions,  and  about 
three  Days  Journey  from  their  Dwelling.  They 
were  very  thankful  to  Providence  that  they  had 
paiTed  all  Difficulties  fo  far  ,•  but  yet  durft  not  go  any 
further,  becaufe  they  had  no  Wares  left  to  Traffick 
with  ;  and  it  being  the  lirft  time  they  had  been  ab- 
fent  fo  long  from  home,  they  feared  the  Townfmen 
would  come  after  them  to  feek  for  them,  and  fo 
they  returned  home,  and  went    eight  or  ten  times 

into 
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into  thofe  Parts  with  their  Wares,  till  they  became 
well  acquainted  both  with  the  People  and  the 
Paths. 

In  thefe  Parts  Mr.  Kmx  met  his  black  Boy, 
whom  he  had  turned  away  divers  Years  before. 
Ke  had  now  got  a  Wife  and  Children,  and  was 
very  poor ;  but  being  acquainted  with  thefe  Quar- 
ters, he  not  only  took  Direftions  of  him,  but 
agreed  with  him  for  a  good  Reward,  to  condudl 
him  and  his  Companion  to  the  Dutch.  He  gladly 
undertook  it,  and  a  Time  was  appointed  between 
them;  but  Mr.  Knox  being  Difabled  by  a  grievous 
Pain  which  feized  him  on  his  right  Side,  and  held 
him  five  Days,  that  he  could  not  travel,  this  Ap- 
pointment proved  in  vain  -,  for  tho'  he  went  as  foon 
as  he  was  well,  his  Guide  was  gone  into  another 
Country  about  his  Bufmefs,  and  they  durft  not  at 
that  time  venture  to  run  a\^ay  without  him.  Thefe 
Attempts  took  up  eight  or  nine  Years,  various  Acci- 
dents hindring  their  Defigns,  but  moil  commonly 
the  dry  Weather,  becaufe  they  fear'd,  in  the  Woods, 
they  fliould  be  fiarved  with  Thirli,  all  the  Country 
being  in  fuch  a  Condition  almoil  four  or  five  Years 
too-ether  for  Lack  of  Rain. 

On  September  22.  1679,  they  fet  forth  again, 
furnilhed  with  Knives  and  fmall  Axes,  for  their 
Defence,  becaufe  they  could  carry  them  privately, 
and  fend  all  Sorts  of  Wares  to  fell,  as  formerly,  and 
all  neceflary  Provilions,  the  Moon  being  twenty  feven 
Days  old,  that  they  might  have  Light  to  run  away 
by,  to  try  what  Succefs  God  Almighty  would  now 
give  them,  in  feeking  their  Liberty.  Their  iirll 
Stage  was  to  Anarodghurro^  in  the  Way  to  v/hich 
lay  a  Wildernefs,  called  Parraoth  Mocola?ie,  full  of 
wild  Elephants,  Tygers,  and  Bears;  and  becaufe 
'tis  the  utmoll  Confines  of  the  King's  Dominions, 
there  is  always  a  Watch  kept. 

In 
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In  the  Middle    of    the    Way,    they   heard   that 
the  Governour's  Officers  of  thele  Parts   were  out  to 
gather  up  the  King's  Revenues  and  Duties,    to  fend 
them  up  to  the  City ;  which  put  them  into  no  fmall 
Fear,  lell  finding  them,  they  fliould  fend  them  back 
again  :  Whereupon  they  withdrew   to   the   Wellern 
Parts  of  Ecpoulpot,  and  fat  down  to    Knitting,    till 
they  heard    the  Officers  were  gone.      As  foon    as 
they  were  departed,  they  went    onwards    of    their 
Journey,  having  got  a  good  parcel  of  Cotton  Yain 
to  knit  Caps  with,  and  having  kept  their  Wares,  as 
they  pretended,  to  exchange  for  dried  Fifli,    which 
was  fold  only  in  thofe  lower  Parts.     Their  Way  lay 
neceflarily  thro'  the  Governour's  Yard  at  Collinilla, 
who  dwells  there  on  Purpofe  to  examine  all    that  go 
and  come.      This  greatly  dillrefs'd  them,  becaufe  he 
would  eafdy  fufpeft  they  were  out  of   their  Bounds, 
being  Captives;  however,  they    v^ent   refolutely   to 
his  Houfe,  and  meeting  him,  prefented  him  with  a 
fmall  Parcel  of  Tobacco  and  Betel ;  and  fhewing  him 
their  Wares,  told  him,   they  came  to  get  dried  Flefh 
to  carry  back  with  them.     The  Governor  did  not 
fufped  them,  but  told  them,  he  was  forry  they  came 
in.  fo  dry  a  Time,  when  no  Deer  could  be  catched, 
but  if  fome  Rain  fell,  he   would  foon    fupply  them. 
This  Anfwer  pleafed  them,  and  they  feemed  content- 
ed to  Hay  ;  and  accoidingiy  abiding  with  him  two  or 
three  Days,  and   no   Rain   falling,    they   prefented 
the  Governor  with  live  or  fix  Charges  of  Gunpow- 
der, which  is  a  Rarity  among  them ;   and  leaving 
a  Bundle  at  his  Houfe,    they  defired  him   to   llioot 
them  fome  Deer,  while  they  made  a  Step  to    Jna- 
rodghiirro.  Here  alfo  they  were  put  in  a  great  Fright, 
by  the  coming  of  certain  Soldiers  from  the   King 
to  the  Governor,  to  give  him  Orders  to  fet  a  fecure 
Guard  at  the  Watches,    that   no   fulpicious   Perfons 
might  pafs  ;  which,     tho'   it  was  only  intended   to 
prevent  the  Flight  of  the  Relations  of  certain  No  • 

ble^ 
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bles  whom  the  King  had  clapt  up ;  yet  they  fear'd 
they  might  wonder  to  fee  white  Alen  here,  and  fo 
fend  them  back  again  :  But  God  fo  ordered  it,  that 
they  were  very  kind  to  them,  and  left  them  to  their 
Bufinefs,  and  fo  they  got  lafe  to  A^mrodgburro . 
Their  Pretence  was  dried  Flelh,  tho'  they  knew 
there  was  none  to  be  had  ;  but  their  real  Bufmefs 
was  to  fearch  the  Way  down  to  the  Dutch,  wliich 
they  {laid  three  Days  to  do :  But  finding,  that  in  the 
Way  to  yajnapatan,  which  is  one  of  the  Dutch 
Ports,  there  was  a  Watch  which  could  hardly  be 
pafs'd,  and  other  Inconveniencies  not  furmountable, 
they  refolved  to  go  back,  and  take  the  River  Mal- 
nvatogahy  which  they  had  before  judged  would  be  a 
probable  Guide  to  lead  them  to  the  Seaj  and  that 
they  might  not  be  purfued,  left  Jnarodgburro  jull  at 
Night,  when  the  People  never  travel  for  fear  of 
wild  Beafts.  On  Sunday,  OFt.  12.  being  flored  with 
all  things  needful  for  their  Journey,  hjiz.  Ten  Days 
Provifion,  a  Bafm  to  boil  their  Provifion  in,  two 
Calabafhes  to  fetch  Water  in,  and  two  great  Talli- 
pat  Leaves  for  Tents,  with  Jaggory,  Sweet-meats, 
Tobacco,  Betell,  Tinder-Boxes,  and  a  Deer  Skin 
for  Shoes,  to  keep  their  Feet  from  Thorns,  becaufe 
to  them  they  chiefly  trufted.  Being  come  to  the 
River,  they  rtruck  into  the  Woods,  and  kept  by  the 
Side  of  it ;  yet  not  going  on  the  Sand,  left  their  Foot- 
fteps  fhould  be  difcerned,  unlefs  forced,  and  then  go- 
ing backwards. 

Being  gotten  a  good  Way  into  the  Wood,  it 
began  to  rain ;  wherefore  they  ereded  their  Tents, 
made  a  Fire  and  refrefli'd  themfelves  againft  the 
rifmg  of  the  Moon,  which  was  then  eighteen  Days 
old ;  and  having  tied  Deer  Skins  about  their  Feet, 
and  eai'ed  themfelves  of  their  Wares,  they  proceed- 
ed in  their  Journey.  When  they  had  travelled  three 
or  four  Hours  with  difficulty,  becaufe  the  Moon 
gave  but  little  Light  among  the  thick  Trees,    they 

found 


2  88         ^he  Adventures  of 

found  an  Elephant  in  their  Way   before  tliem,    and 
becaufe  they  could  not  fcare   him  away,  they  were 
forc'd  to  ftay  till  Morning ;  and  fo  they  kindled  a 
Fire,  and  took  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco.     By  the  Light 
they  could  not  difcern  that  ever  any  Body  had  been 
there,nothing  being  to  be  feen  butWoods,and  fo  they 
were  in  great  Hopes  that  they  were  pall  all  Danger, 
being  beyond  all  Inhabitants ;  but  they  were  miilaken, 
for  the  River  winding  Northward,  brought  'em  into 
the  midll  of  a  Parcel  of  Tovv'ns,  called  Tijfea  Wava^ 
where  being  in  Danger  of  being  feen,  they  were  un- 
der a  mighty  Terror,  for  had  the  People  found  then*, 
they  would  have  beat  them,  and  fent  them  up  to  the 
King,  and  to  avoid  it,  they  crept  into  a  hollow  Tree, 
and  fat  there  in  Mud  and  Wet,  till  it  began  to  grow 
dark,  and  then  betaking  themfelves  to    their  Legs, 
travelled  till  the    Darknefs   of   Night    ftopt  them. 
They  heard  Voices  behind  them,    and  feared   'twas 
fomebody  in  Purfuit  of  them ;  but  at  length  difcern- 
ing  it  was  only  an  Hallooing  to  keep  the  wild  Beafts 
out  of  the  Corn,  they  pitched  their    Tents   by  the 
River  and  having  boiled  Rice,    and   roafted  Meat 
for   their    Suppers,     and    fatisfyed  their    Hungers, 
they  committed  themfelves  to  God's  Keeping,    and 
laid  them  down  to  Sleep. 

The  next  Morning,  to  prevent  the  worH,  they 
got  up  early,  and  hailened  on  their  Journey ;  and 
tho'  they  were  now  got  out  of  all  Danger  of  the 
tame  Chiangnlays,  they  were  in  great  Danger  of  the 
v/ild  ones,  of  whom  thofe  Woods  were  full ;  and 
though  they  faw  their  Tents,  yet  they  were  all  gone, 
fmce  the  Rains  had  fallen,  from  the  River  into  the 
Woods  J  and  fo  God  kept  them  from  that  Danger, 
for  had  they  met  the  wild  Men,  they  had  been 
Ihot. 

Thus  they  travelled  from  Morning  to  Night  feve- 
ral  Days,  thro'  Bufhes  and  Thorns,  which  made 
thcit  Arms  and  Shoulders,  which  were   naked,    all 

of 


Capt.    SiNGLETO.V.  289 

of  a  Gore  Blood.  They  often  met  with  Bears, 
Hogs,  Deer,  and  wild  Buffloes,  but  they  all  run  a- 
way  as  foon  as  they  faw  them.  The  River  was  ex- 
ceeding full  of  Alligators.  In  the  Evening  they 
ufed  to  pitch  their  Tents,  and  make  great  Fires  both 
before  and  behind  them,  to  affright  the  wild  Beafts, 
and  tho'  they  heard  the  Voices  of  all  forts,  they 
faw  none. 

On  fhurfday  at  Noon  they  crofsM  the  River  Coron* 
da  Oya,  which  parts  the  Country  of  the  Malabars 
from  the  King's,  and  on  Friday  about  Nine  or  Ten 
in  the  Morning,  came  among  the  Inhabitants,  of 
whom  they  were  as  much  afraid  as  of  the  Chiangulays 
before  ;  for  tho'  the  Wanniounay,  or  Prince  of  this 
People,  payeth  Tribute  to  the  Dutch  out  of  Fear, 
yet  he  is  better  affefted  to  the  King  of  Candi,  and  if 
he  had  took  them,  would  have  fent  them  up  to 
their  old  Mafter  j  but  not  knowing  any  Way  to  ef- 
cape,  they  kept  on  their  Journey  by  the  River  Side 
by  Day,  becaufe  the  Woods  were  not  to  be  travelled 
by  Night,  for  Thorns  and  wild  Bealls,  who  came 
down  then  to  the  Riyer  to  drink.  In  all  the  Mala-- 
ban  Country  they  met  with  only  two  Bramans, 
who  treated  them  civily,  and  for  their  Money  one 
of  them  conduced  them  till  they  came  into  the 
Territories  of  the  Dutch ^  and  out  of  all  Danger  from 
the  King  of  Cand't,  which  did  not  a  little  rejoice 
them  ;  but  yet  they  were  in  no  fmall  Trouble  how 
to  find  the  Way  out  of  the  Woods,  till  a  Malalar  for 
the  Lucre  of  a  Knife,  conducted  them  to  a  Dutch 
Town,  where  they  found  Guides  to  conduct  them 
from  Town  to  Town,  till  they  came  to  the  Fort 
called  Jrepa,  where  they  arrived  Saturday^  OSioher 
18,  1679,  and  there  thankfully  ador'd  God's  won- 
derful Providence,  in  thus  compleating  their  Delive- 
rance from  a  long  Captivity  of  Nineteen  Years  and 
fix  McMiths. 

N  I 
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I  come  now  back  to  my  own  Hiftory,  which 
draws  near  a  Conclufion,  as  to  the  Travels  I  to©k 
in  this  Part  of  the  World.  We  were  now  at  Sea, 
and  we  Hood  away  to  the  Nortli  for  a  while,  to  try 
if  we  could  get  a  Market  for  our  Spices,  for  we  were 
very  rich  in  Nutmegs,  but  we  ill  knew  what  to  do 
with  them  ;  we  durll  not  go  upon  the  Englijh  Coaft, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  among  the  EngUJ}:>  Fac- 
tories to  Trade  ',  not  that  we  were  afraid  to  fight  any 
two  Ships  they  had ;  and  befides  that,  we  knew, 
that  as  they  had  no  Letters  of  Mart  or  of  Reprifals 
from  the  Government,  fo  it  was  none  of  their  Bufi- 
nefs  to  aft  ofFenfively,  no  not  tho'  we  were  Pyrates. 
Indeed  'li  we  had  made  any  Attempt  upon  them, 
they  might  have  julHiied  themfelves  in  joining  toge- 
ther to  refill,  and  affiHing  one  another  to  defend 
themfelves  ;  but  to  go  out  of  their  Bufinefs  to  attack 
a  Pyrate  Ship  of  almoll  fifty  Guns,  as  we  were,  it 
was  plain,  that  it  was  none  of  their  Bufinefs,  and 
confequently  it  was  none  of  our  Concern,  fo  we  did 
not  Trouble  our  felves  about  it ;  but,  on  the  other 
Hand,  it  was  none  of  our  Bufinefs  to  be  fcen  among 
them,  and  to  have  the  News  of  us  carried  from  one 
Fadlory  to  another:  fo  that  whatever  Defign  w^e  might 
be  upon  at  another  Time, we  fhould  be  fure  to  be  pre- 
vented and  difcovered  :  Much  lefs  had  we  any  Gcca- 
fion  to  be  feen  among  the  Dutch  Factories,  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Malabar  \  for,  being  fully  loaden  with  the 
Spices  which  we  had,  in  the  Senfe  of  their  Trade, 
plundered  them  of,  it  would  foon  have  told  them 
what  we  were,  and  all  that  we  had  been  doing,  and 
they  would,  no  doubt,  have  concerned  themfelves 
all  manner  of  Ways  to  have  fallen  upon  us. 

I'he  only  Way  we  had  for  it  was  to  ftand  away 
for  GoUy  and  Trade,  if  we  could,  for  our  Spices 
with  the  Portuguefe  Faftory  there.  Accordingly  we 
failed  almoll  thither,  for  we  had  made  Land  two 
Dsiys  before,  and,  being  in  the  Latitude  of   Goa, 

were 
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were  flanding  in  fair  for  Marmagoon,  on  the  Head 
oiSalfaty  at  the  going  up  to  Goa,  when  I  called  to 
the  Alen  at  the  Helm  to  bring  the  Ship  to,  and  bid 
the  Pilot  go  away  N  N  W  till  we  came  out  of  Sight 
of  the  Shore ;  when  William  and  I  called  a  Council 
as  we  ufed  to  do  upon  Emergences,  what  Courfe  we 
fhould  take  to  trade  there,  and  not  be  difcovered ; 
and  we  concluded,  at  length,  that  we  would  not  go 
thither  at  all ;  but  that  William,  with  fuch  trully 
Fellows  only  as  could  be  depended  upon,  fhould  go 
in  the  Sloop  to  ^uraty  which  was  ftill  farther  North- 
ward, and  trade  there  as  Merchants,  with  fuch  of 
the  Englijh  Fadory  as  they  could  find  to  be  for  their 
Turn. 

To  carry  this  with  the  more  Caution,  and  fo  as 
not  to  be  fufpe6led,  we  agreed  to  take  out  all  her 
Guns,  and  to  put  fuch  Men  into  her,  and  no  other, 
as  would  promife  us  not  to  defire  or  offer  to  go  on 
Shore,  or  to  enter  into  any  Talk  or  Converiation 
with  any  that  might  come  on  board  :  And  to  finifli 
the  Difguife  to  our  Mind,  William  documented 
two  of  our  Men,  one  a  Surgeon,  as  he  himfelf  was, 
and  the  other  a  ready-witted  Fellow,  an  old  Sailor, 
that  had  been  a  Pilot  upon  the  Coaft  o^  Nenjj-E?iglaT2il, 
and  was  an  excellent  Mimick  ;  thefe  two  Willia?n. 
drefled  up  like  two  Quakers,  and  made  them  talk 
like  fuch.  The  old  Pilot  he  made  go  Captain  of  the 
Sloop,  and  the  Surgeon  for  Doctor,  as  he  was, 
and  himfelf  Super- Cargo:  In  this  Figure,  and  the 
Sloop  all  plain,  no  curled  Work  upon  her  ,  indeed 
llie  had  not  much  before,  and  no  Guns  to  be  feen, 
aw.i.y  he  went  for  Surat. 

I  fhould  indeed  have  obferved,  that  we  went, 
fome  Days  before  we  parted,  to  a  fmall  fandy  Ifland 
clofe  under  the  Shore,  where  there  was  a  good  Cove 
of  deep  Water,  Hke  a  Road,  and  out  of  Sight  of 
any  of  the  Fadlories,  which  are  here  very  thick 
upon  the  Coall,  Here  we  fhifted  the  Loading  of  the. 
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Sloop,  and  put  into  her  fuch  Things  only  a9  we  had 
a  mind  to  difpofe  of  there,  which  was  indeed  little 
but  Nutmegs  and  Cloves,  but  chiefly  the  former  ; 
and  from  thence  William  and  his  two  Quakers,  with 
about  eighteen  Men  in  the  Sloop,  went  away  to 
Surat,  and  came  to  an  Anchor  at  a  Diftance  from  the 
Faftory. 

Willia7n  ufed  fuch  Caution,  that  he  found  Means 
to  go  on  Shore  himfelf,  and  the  Dodor,  as  he  call'd 
him,  in  a  Boat  which  came  on  board  them  to  fell 
Fifh,  rowed  with  only  Indians  of  the  Country, 
which  Boat  he  afterwards  hired  to  carry  him  on  board 
again.  It  was  not  long  that  they  were  on  Shore, 
but  that  they  found  Means  to  get  Acquaintance  with 
fome  'Englijhmen^  who,  though  they  lived  there, 
and  perhaps,  were  the  Company's  Servants  at  firft, 
yet  appeared  then  to  be  Traders  for  themfelves,  in 
whatever  Coafl-Bufmefs  efpecialiy  came  in  theirWay, 
and  the  Dodlor  was  made  the  firft  to  pick  Acquain- 
tance; fo  he  recommended  his  Friend,  the  Super- 
Cargo,  till,  by  Degrees,  the  Merchants  were  as 
fond  of  the  Bargain  as  our  Men  were  of  the  Mer- 
chants, only  that  the  Cargo  was  a  little  too  much  for 

them. 

However,  this  did  not  prove  a  Difficulty  long 
with  them ;  for  the  next  Day  they  brought  two  more 
Merchants,  Englijh  alfo,  into  their  Bargain ;  and, 
as  William  could  perceive  by  their  Difcourfe,  they 
refolved,  if  they  bought  them,  to  carry  them  to  the 
Gulph  of  Perjta,  upon  their  own  Accounts ;  Willi- 
am  took  the  Hint,  and,  as  he  told  me  afterwards, 
concluded  we  might  carry  them  there  as  well  as  tliey  j 
but  this  was  not  Williamh  prefent  Bufinefs ;  he  had 
here  no  lefs  than  three  and  thirty  Ton  of  Nuts, 
and  eighteen  Ton  of  Cloves.  There  was  a  good 
Quantity  of  Mace  among  the  Nutmegs ;  but  we  did 
not  ftand  to  make  much  Allowance.  In  fhort,  they 
bargained,  and  the  Merchants,   who  would   gladly 

have 
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have  bought  Sloop  and  all,  gave  William  Diredions 
and  two  Men  for  Pilots,  to  go  to  a  Creek  about 
fix  Leagues  from  the  Fadlory,  where  they  brought 
Boats,  and  unloaded  the  whole  Cargo,  and  paid 
William  very  honeflly  for  it.  The  whole  Parcel, 
amounting  in  IVIoney,  to  about  tliirty  five  thoufand 
Pieces  of  Eight,  befides  fome  Goods  of  Value,  which 
William  was  content  to  take,  and  two  large  Dia- 
monds worth  about  three  Hundred  Pounds  Sterling, 

\^'hc'n  they  paid  the  Money,  William  invited' 
them  on  board  the  Sloop,  where  they  came,  and 
the  merry  old  Quaker  diverted  them  exceedingly 
with  his  Talk,  and  ^heed  'em  and  Thoud  'em  till 
he  made  'em  fo  drunk,  that  they  could  not  go  on 
Shore  for  that  Night. 

They  would  fain  have  known  who  ourPeopIe  were, 
and  whence  they  came,  but  not  a  Man  in  the 
Sloop  would  anfwer  them  to  any  Queflion  they  afk- 
ed,  but  in  fuch  A/lanner  as  let  them  think  them- 
felves  banter'd  and  jelled  with.  However,  in  Dif- 
courfe,  William  faid,  they  were  able  Men  for  ai.y 
Cargo  we  could  have  brought  them,  and  that  they 
would  have  bought  twice  as  much  Spioe  if  we  had. 
had  it.  He  ordered  the  merry  Captain  to  tell  them, 
that  they  had  another  Sloop  that  lay  at  Marmagoon^ 
and  that  had  a  great  Quantity  of  Spice  on  board 
alfoj  and  that  if  it  was  not  fold  when  he  went 
back,  for  that  thither  he  was  bound,  he  would  bring 
her  up. 

Their  new  Chaps  were  fo  eager,  that  they  would 
have  bargain'd  with  the  old  Captain  before-hand : 
Nay  Friend,  faid  he^  I  will  not  trade  with  thee 
unfight  and  unfeen ;  neither  do  I  know  whether 
the  Mailer  of  the  Sloop  may  not  have  fold  his 
Loading  already  to  fome  Merchants  of  Salfet ;  but 
if  he  has  not,  when  I  come  to  him,  I  think  to  bring 
him  up  to  thee. 

The  DqClot  had  his  Employment  all  this  while, 

N  3  as-. 


•2()4-  7^^  Adventures  of 

lis  well  as  IfilliaTn  and  the  old  Captain  ;  for  he  went 
on  fhore  fcvcral  Times  a  Day  in  tlie  Indian  Boat, 
and  brought  frefh  Provifions  for  the  Sloop,  which 
the  Men  had  need  enough  of;  he  brought  in  parti- 
cular feventeen  large  Calks  of  Arrack,  as  big  as 
Buts,  befides  fmaller  Quantities,  a  Quantity  of  Rice, 
and  Abundance  of  Fruits,  Mangoes,  Pompions, 
and  fuch  Things,  with  Fowls  and  Fifli.  He  never 
came  on  board  but  he  was  deep  laden  ;  for,  in  fhort, 
he  bought  for  the  Ship,  as  well  as  for  themfelves  j 
and  particularly,  they  half  loaded  the  Ship  with  Rice 
and  ArrackjWith  fome  Hogs,  and  fix  or  feven  Cows, 
alive;  and  thus  being  well  vidualled,  and  having 
Directions  for  coming  again,  they  returned  to  us. 

Willla7n  v/as  always  the  lucky  welcome  McfTenger 
ro  m,  but  never  more  welcome  to  us  than  now  j  for 
v.here  v/e  had  thurlt  in  the  Ship  we  could  get 
nothing,  except  a  few  Mangoes  and  Roots,  being 
r:Ot  willing  to  make  any  Steps  into  the  Country, 
or  make  our  felves  known,  till  we  had  News 
of  our  Sloop;  and  indeed  our  Men's  Patience  was 
almoll  tired,  for  it  was  feventeen  Days  that  William 
fpent  upon  this  Enterprize,  and  well  beftowedtoo. 

When  he  came  back,  we  had  another  Conference 
upon  the  Subjeft  of  Trade,  namely,  whether  we 
fhould  fend  the  reft  of  our  Spices,  and  other  Goods 
we  had  in  the  Ship,  to  ^urat ;  or,  whether  we 
fhould  go  up  to  the  Gulph  of  Ferjia  our  felves, 
where  it  was  probable  we  might  fell  them  as  well 
as  the  EngUp  Merchants  of  Zurat.  William  was 
for  going  our  felves,  which,  by  the  Way,  was  from 
the  good  frugal  Merchant-like  Temper  of  the  Man, 
who  was  for  the  beft  of  every  Thing :  But  here  I  o- 
ver-ruled  William^  which  I  very  feldom  took  upon 
me  to  do  ;  but  I  told  him,  that,  conlidering  our 
Circumftances,  it  was  much  better  for  us  to  fell  all 
our  Cargoe  here,tho'  we  made  but  half  Price  of  them, 
than  to  go  with  them  to  the  Gulph  o^Perfa,  where 
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^fjt  ihould  run  a  greater  Rifque,  and  where  People 
would  be  much  more  curious  and  inquifitive  into 
Things  than  they  were  here,  and  where  it  would 
not  be  To  eafy  to  manage  them,  feeing  they  traded 
freely  and  openly  there,  not  by  Stealth,  as  thofe 
Men  feemed  to  do ;  and  befrdes,  if  they  fufpedled  any 
Thing,  it  would  be  much  more  difficult  for  us  to 
retreat,  except  by  meer  Force,  than  here,  where  we 
were  upon  the  high  Sea,  as  it  were,  and  could  be 
gone  whenever  we  pleafed,  without  any  Difguife,  or 
indeed  without  the  leafl  Appearance  of  being  purfu'd, 
none  knowing  where  to  look  for  us. 

My  Apprehenfions  prcv^ailed  with  William^  whe- 
ther my  Reafons  did  or  no,  and  he  fubmitted ;    and 
we  refoKed  to  try  another  Ship's    Loading  t0   the 
fame  Merchants ;  the  main  Bulinefs  was  to    confider 
how  to  get  ofF  of  that  Circumilance  that  had  e.xpofed' 
them  to  the  Englip   Merchants ;    namely,  that  it 
was  our  other  Sloop  ;  but  this  the  old  Quaker  Pilot 
undertook;  for  being,  as  I  faid,    an  excellent  Mi- 
mick  himfelf,  it  was  the  eafier  for  him  to    drefs  up 
the  Sloop  in  new  Clothes ;  and  firft   he  put  on  all 
the  carved  Work  he  had  taken  off  before ;  her  Stern, 
which  was  painted  of  a  dumb  white,   or   dun  Co- 
lour, before  all  flat,was  now  all  lacquered,  and  blue, 
and  I  know  not  how  many  gay  Figures  in  it;    as  to 
her  Quarter,  the  Caipenters  made  her  a  neat  little 
Gallery  on  either  Side  ;  flie  had   1 2   Guns  put   into 
her,  and  fome  Patereroes  upon  her  Gunnel,  none  of 
which  were  there  before ;  and  to  finilh  her  new  Ha- 
bit or  Appearance,  and  make  her  Change  compleat,  • 
he  ordered  her  Sails  to  be  altered  ;  and  as  ihe  fail'd 
before  with  a  Half-Sprit,    like  a  Yatch,  fhe  failed 
now    with   fquare  Sail  and    Mizen   Maft,    like  a 
Ketch  ;  fo  that,  in  a  Word,  fhe  was  a  perfedl  Cheat, 
difguifed  in  every  Thing  that  a  Stranger  could  be 
fuppofed  to  take   any  Notice   of,    that    had  never 
had  but  one  View;    for  they  had  been  but  once  on 
board.  N  4  In 
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In  this  mean  Figure  the  Sloop  returned ;  fhc  had 
a  new  Man  poit  into  her  for  Captain,  one  we  knew 
how  to  truft ;  and  the  old  Pilot  appearing  only 
as  a  Pafienger,  the  Dodlor  and  WUliatn  ading  as 
the  Super- Cargoes,  by  a  formal  Procuration  from 
one  Captain  Singletony  and  all  Things  ordered  in 
Form. 

We  had  a  compleat  Loading  for  the  Sloop ;  for 
bf fides  a  very  great  Quantity  of  Nutmegs  and 
Cloves,  Mace,  and  fome  Cinnamon,  Ihe  had  on 
board  fome  Goods,  which  we  took  in  as  we  lay  a- 
faout  the  Philippine  Iflands,  while  we  waited  as  look- 
ing for  Purchafe. 

William  made  no  Difficulty  of  felling  this  Cargo 
/ilfo,  and  in  about  twenty  Days  returned  again, 
freighted  with  all  necefiary  Provifions  for  our  Voy- 
age, and  for  a  long  Time ;  and,  as  I  fay,  wc  had 
A  great  deal  of  other  Goods,  he  brought  us  back 
about  three  and  thirty  thoufand  Pieces  of  Eight, 
and  fome  Diamonds ;  which,  tho'  William  did  not 
pretend  to  much  Skill  in,  yet  he  made  Ihift  to  aft, 
fo  as  not  to  be  impofed  upon,  the  Merchants  he  had 
to  deal  v/ith  too  being  very  fair  Men. 

They  had  no  Difficulty  at  all  with  thefe  Mer- 
chants ;  for  the  Profped  they  had  of  Gain  made 
them  not  at  all  inquifitive ;  nor  did  they  make  the 
Icaft  Difcovery  of  the  Sloop  ;  and  as  to  the  Selling 
them  Spices  which  were  fetched  fo  far  from  thence, 
it  feems  it  was  not  fo  much  a  Novelty  there  as  we 
believed ;  for  the  Portugueze  had  frequently  VeiTels 
which  came  from  Macao  in  China^  who  brought 
Spices,which  they  bought  of  the  Chinefe  Traders, who 
again  frequently  dealt  among  t\\tDutch  Spice  Iflands, 
and  received  Spices  in  Exchange  for  fuch  Goods  as 
they  carried  from  China, 

This  might  be  called  indeed  the  only  trading  Voy- 
age we  had  made ;  and  now  we  were  really  very 
rich ;  and  it  came  now  naturally  before  us  to  confl 
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der  whither  we  Ihould  go  next  j  our  proper  Delive- 
ry Port,  as  we  ought  to  have  called  it,  was  at  Ma- 
dagafcar,  in  the  Bay  of  Mangahelly:  But  William 
took  me  by  my  felf  into  the  Cabbin  of  the  Sloop 
one  Day,  and  told  me,  he  wanted  to  talk  ferioufly 
with  me  a  little;  fo  we  Ihut  our  felves  in,  and  Willi' 
am,  began  with  me. 

Wilt  thou  give  me  Leave,  fays  William^  to  talk 
plainly  with  thee  upon  thy  prefent  Circumftances, 
and  the  future  Profpetl  of  living,  and  wilt  thou 
promife  on  thy  Word  to  take  nothing  ill  of  me. 

With  all  my  Heart,  faid  /,  William ,  I  have  aU 
ways  found  your  Advice  good,  and  your  Defigns 
have  not  only  been  well  laid,  but  your  Council  has 
been  very  lucky  to  us ;  and  therefore  fay  what  you 
will,  I  promife  you  I  will  not  take  it  ill. 

But  that  is  not  all  my  Demand,  y2?yj  William,  if 
thou  doft  not  like  what  I  am  going  to  propofe  to  thee, 
thou  fhalt  promife  me  not  to  make  it  publick  among 
the  Men. 

I  will  not,  William,  ffiys  7,  upon  my  Word,  and 
{Wore  to  him  too  very  heartily. 

Why  then,y2yj  William^  I  have  but  one  Thing- 
more  to  article  with  thee  about,  and  that  is,  that 
thou  wilt  confent,  that  if  thou  doll  not  approve 
of  it  for  thy  felf,  thou  wilt  )'>et  confent  that  I  fliall 
put  fo  much  of  it  in  Praftice  as  relates  to  my  felf^ 
and  my  new  Comrade  DoSior,  fo  that  it  be  in  nothing 
to  thy  Detriment  and  Lofs. 

In  any  Thing,  jays  7,  William^  but  Leaving  me, 
I  will  i  but  I  cannot  part  with '  you  upon  any  Terms 
whatever. 

Well,  fays  William,  I  am  not  defigning  to  part 
from  thee,  unlefs  it  is  thy  own  Doing ;  but  affure 
me  in  all  thefe  Points;  and  I  will  tell  my  Mind 
freely. 

So  I  promifedhim  every  Thing  he  defired  of  me, 

in  the  folemneft  Manner  poflible^and  fo  feriouflyand 
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frankly  withal,  that  William  made  no  Scruple  to  0- 
pen  his  Mind  to  me. 

Why  then,  in  the  firft  Place,  fays  William,  fhall 
I  aflc  thee  if  thou  doll  not  think  thou  and  all  thy 
Men  are  rich  enough,  and  have  really  gotten  as 
much  Wealth  togctlier  (by  whatfocver  Way  it  lias 
been  gotten,  that  is  not  the  Queftion)  as  ye  all  know 
what  to  do  with  ? 

•Why  truly,    William,   /aid  /,     thou    art    pret- 
ty right,  I  think  we  have  had  pretty  good  Luck. 

Well  then,  fays  William,  I  would  afk,  whether, 
if  thou  haft  gotten  enough,  thou  haft  any  Thought 
of  leaving  off  this  Trade;  for  moft  People  leave  off 
Trading  when  they  are  fatisfied  with  getting,and  are 
rich  enough ;  for  no  body  trades  for  the  fake  of 
Trading,  much  lefs  do  any  Men  rob  for  the  fake  of 
Thieving. 

Well,  William,  fays  I,  now  I  perceive  what  it  is 
thou  art  driving  at;  I  warrant  yoM^  fays  I,  you  begin 
to  hanker  after  Home. 

Why  truly,  fays  William,  thou  haft  faid  it,  and 
fo  I  hope  thou  doft  too;  it  is  natural  for  moft 
Men  that  are  Abroad  to  defire  to  come  Home  again 
at  kft,  efpecially  when  they  are  grown  rich,  and 
when  they  are  (as  thou  owneft  thy  felf  to  be)  rich  e- 
nough,  and  io  rich,  as  they  know  not  what  to  do 
with  more  if  they  had  it. 

Well^  William,  faid  I,  but  now  you  think  you 
have  laid  your  Preliminary  at  frft  fo  hom.e,  that 
I  IhouM  have  nothing  to  fay ;  that  is,  that  when 
I  had  got  Money  enough,  it  would  be  natural  to 
think  of  going  Home ;  but  you  have  not  explained 
what  you  mean  by  Home,  and  there  you  and  I  ft^iall 
differ.  Why,  Man,  I  am  at  Home,  here  is  my 
Habitation,  I  never  had  any  other  in  my  Life  time; 
I  was  a  kind  of  a  Charity  School  Boy,  fo  that  I  can 
have  no  defire  of  going  any  where  for  being  rich  or 
poor,  for  I  have  no  where  to  go. 

^  «  Why. 
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Why,  fays  William,  looking  a  little  confufed,  art 
not  thou  an  EyigUJhman  ?  Yes,  fays  /,  I  think  fo, 
you  fee  I  fpeak  Englifh ;  but  I  came  out  of  England 
a  Child,  and  never  was  in  it  but  once  fince  I  was  a 
Man,  and  then  I  was  cheated  and  impofed  upon, 
and  ufed  fo  ill,  that  I  care  not  if  I  never  fee  it 
more. 

Why  haft  thou  no  Relations  or  Friends  there,  /zy^ 
he,  no  Acquaintance,  none  that  thou  haft  any  Kind- 
ncfs  for,  or  any  Remains  of  Refpecl  for  ? 

Not  I,  William,  faid  I,  not  one  more  than  I 
have  in  the  Court  of  the  Great  Mogul. 

Nor  any  Kindnefs  for  the  Country,  where  thou 
W'aft  born,  fap  William, 

Not  I,  any  more  than  for  the  Iftand  of  Madagaf- 
car,  nor  fo  much  neither,  for  that  has  been  a  fortu- 
nate liland  to  me  more  than  once,  as  thou  know- 
eft,  William,  faid  I. 

William  was  quite  ftunn'd  at  my   Difcourfe,    and 
held  his  Peace;  and  1  faid  to  him,  go  on,   William, ^ 
what  haft  thou  to  fay  farther  ?  For  I  hear  you  have 
fome  Projedl  in  your  Head,  fays  I,    come,  let's  have 
it  out. 

Nay,y%j  William y  thou  haft  put  me*  to  Silence,' 
and  all  1  had  to  fay  is  over-thrown  -,  all  my  Projects 
are  come  to  nothing,  and  gone. 

Well,  but  William,  faid  I,  let  me  hear  what- 
they  were,  for  tho'  it  is  fo  that  what  I  have  to 
aim  at  does  not  look  your  Way ;  and  tho'  I  have 
no  Relation,  no  Friend,  no  Acquaintance  in  E?!- 
gland,  yet  I  do  not  fay  I  like  this  roving,  cruifmg 
Li^e,  fo  well  as  never  to  give  it  over:  Let  me 
hear  if  thou  canft  propole  to  me  any  thing  be- 
yond it. 

Certainly,  Friend,  fays  William,  very  gravely,, 
there  is  fomething  beyond  it,  and  lifting  up  his- 
Hands,  he  feemed  very  much  afFe(5led,  and  I  thought  ^ 
I  fkw  Tears  ftand  in  his  E^es,  but  I  that  was  too ' 

hatdnedl 
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hardned  a  Wretch  to  be  moved  with  thefe  Things, 
laughed  at  him ;  what,  fays  /,  you  mean  Deaths  1 
warrant  you,  don't  you,  that  is  beyond  this  Trade; 
why,  when  it  comes,  it  comes,  then  we  are  all  pro- 
vided for. 

Ay,  foys  William^  that  is  true  ;  but  it  wou'd  be 
better  that  fome  Things  were  thought  on  before  tliat 
came. 

Thought  on,  fays  /,  what  fignifies  thinking 
©fit;  to  think  of  Death,  is  to  dye;  and  to  be 
always  thinking  of  it,  is  to  be  all  one's  Life-long 
a  dying ;  'tis  Time  enough  to  think  of  it  when  k 
comes. 

You  A^'ill  eafily  believe  I  was  well  qualified  for 
a  Pirate  that  could  talk  thus ;  but  let  me  leave  it 
iipon  Record  for  the  Remark  of  other  hardned 
JRogues  like  my  felf.  My  Confcience  gave  me  a 
Pang  that  I  had  never  felt  before,  when  I  faid.  What 
figr.ifies  thinking  of  ity  and  told  me,  I  ftiou'd  one 
Day  think  of  thefe  Words  with  a  fad  Heart,  but 
the  Time  of  my  Refiedion  was  not  yet  come ;  fo  I 
went  on. 

Says  William^  very  ferioufly,  I  muft  tell  thee. 
Friend,  1  am  forry  to  hear  thee  talk  fo;  they  that 
never  think  of  dying,  often  dye  without  thinking 
of  it. 

I  carried  on  the  jefting  Way  a  while  farther,  and 
faid,  prithee  do  not  talk  of  dying  ;  how  do  we  know 
we  fhall  ever  dye,  and  began  to  laugh  ? 

I  need  not  anfwer  thee  to  that,  fays  William^  it  is 
not  my  Place  to  reprove  thee  who  art  Commander 
over  me  here,  but  I  had  rather  thou  wouldeft  talk 
otherwife  of  Death  j  'tis  a  coarfe  Thing, 

Say  any  Thing  to  me,  WHUam,faid  /,  I  will  take 
it  kindly  :  I  began  noiv  to  hi  'very  ?nu<h  mo'ved  at  his 
Vifcourfe. 

Says  JVilliamy  Tears  running  down  his  Face,  it  is 
lbe<;aufe  Men  live  as  if  they  were  never  to  dye, 

that 
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that  {6  many  dye  before  they  know  how  to  live  ; 
but  it  was  not  Death  that  I  meant,  when  I  faid. 
That  there  ivas  fame  thing  to  he  thought  of  beyond  this 
Way  of  Linjing. 

Why,  William,  faid  7,  what  was  that  ? 

It  was  Repentance,  fays  he. 

Why,  fays  7,  did  you  ever  know  a  Pirate  re- 
pent? 

At  this  he  flartled  a  little,  and  returned,  at  the 
Gallows,  I  have  one  ixifore,  and  I  hope  thou  wilt 
be  the  fecond. 

He  fpoke  this  very  affeflicnately,  with  an  Appea^ 
ranee  of  Concern  for  me. 

Well,  William,  fays  7,  I  thank  you,  and  I  am 
not  fo  fenfelefs  of  thefe  Things,  perhaps^,  as  I  make 
my  felf  feem  to  be ;  but  come,  let  me  hear  your 
Propofal. 

My  Propofal,  fays  William,  is  for  thy  Good,  as 
well  as  my  own  ;  we  may  put  an  End  to  this  kind 
of  Life  and  repent  j  and  I  think  the  faireft  Oc- 
cafion  offers  for  bcth  at  this  very  Time  that 
ever  did,  or  ever  will,  or  indeed,  can  happen 
again. 

Look  you,  William,  fays  I,  let  me  have  your 
Propofal  for  putting  an  End  to  our  prefent  Way  of 
Living  firft,  for  that  is  the  Cafe  before  us,  and 
you  and  I  will  talk  of  the  other  afteru'ard.  I  ara 
not  fo  infenfible,.y2?;V  7,  as  you  may  think  me  to  ber 
but  let  us  get  out  of  this  helliih  Condition  we  are  in 
firft. 

Nay,  fays  William,  thou  art  in  the  right  there; 
we  mufl  never  talk  of  repenting  while  we  continue 
Pirates. 

Well,  fays  I,  Williajn,  that's  what  I  meant,  for 
if  we  muft  not  reform,  as  well  as  be  forry  for  what's 
done,  I  have  no  Notion  what  Repentance  means ; 
indeed,  at  beft  I  know  little  of  the  Matter ;  but  the 
Nature  of  the  thing  fcems  to  tell   me;,    that .  the 
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iirll  Step  we  have  to  take,  is  to  break  ofF  this  wretch- 
ed CourfCjand  Til  begin  therewith  you,  with  all  my 
Heart. 

I  could  fee  by  his  Countenance,  that  William 
was  throughly  pleafed  with  the  Offer;  and  if  he 
had  Tears  in  his  Eyes  before,  he  had  more  now, 
but  it  was  from  a  quite  differing  Paffion,  for 
he  was  fo  fwallow'd  up  with  Joy,  he  could  not 
fpeak. 

Come,  William,  fays  7,  thou  fhewefl  me  plain 
enough  thou  haft  an  honeft  Meaning.  Doft  thou 
think  'tis  pracflicable  for  us  to  put  an  End  to  our  un- 
happy Way  of  Living  here,  and  get  off? 

Yes,  fays  hcy  I  think  'tis  very  pra6licable  for  me, 
whether  'tis  for  thee  or  no,  that  will  depend  upon 
thy  m. 

Well,  fays  7,  I  give  you  my  Word,  that  as  I 
have  commanded  you  all  along,  from  the  Time  I 
firft  took  you  on  Board,  fo  you  fhall  command  me 
from  this  Hour^  and  every  thing  you  dired  me  I'll 
do. 

Wilt  thou  leave  it  all  to  me }  Doft  thou  fay  this 
freely .'' 

Yes,  William,  fays  7,  freely,  and  I'll  perform  it 
faithfully. 

Why  then,  fays  William,  my  Scheme  is  this, 
we  are  now  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Gulph  of  Perfa, 
we  have  fold  fo  much  of  our  Cargo  here  at  Surat, 
that  we  have  Money  enough  ;  fend  me  away  for 
"Baffora  with  the  Sloop,  loaden  with  the  China 
Goods  we  have  on  Board,  which  will  make  ano- 
ther good  Cargo ;  and  I'll  warrant  thee  I'll  find 
Means  among  the  Englijh  and  the  Dutch  Merchants 
there,  to  lodge  a  Quantity  of  Goods  and  Money 
alfo  as  a  Merchant,  fo  as  we  will  be  able  to  have 
Kecourfe  to  it  again  upon  any  Occasion,  and  when 
I  come  Home  v/e  will  contrive  the  reft;  and  in 
the  mean  lime  do  you  bring  the  Ship's   Crew    to 

take. 
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take  a  Refolution  to  go  to  Madagafcar,  as  foon  as  I 
return. 

I  told  him,  I  thought  he  need  not  go  fo  far  as 
Bajbra,  but  might  run  into  Gombarooti,  or  to  OvmuSy 
and  pretend  the  fame  Bufmefs. 

No,  fays  he^  I  cannot  ad  with  the  fame  Freedom 
there,  becaufe  the  Company's  Faftory  are  there,  and 
I  may  be  laid  hold  of  there  on  Pretence  of  Interlop- 
ing. 

Well,  but,  faid  7,  you  may  go  to  Ormus  then, 
for  I  am  loath  to  part  with  you  fo  long  as  to  go  to 
the  Bottom  of  the  Terfian  Gulph.  He  returned 
that  I  Ihould  leave  it  to  him  to  do  as  he  fhould  fee 
Caufe. 

We  had  taken  a  large  Sum  of  Money  at  Surat; 
fo  that  we  had  near  a  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  in 
Money  at  our  Command ;  but  on  board  the  great 
Ship  we  had  ftill  a  great  deal  more. 

I  ordered  him  publickly  to  keep  the  Money  on 
board  which  he  had,  and  to  buy  up  with  it  a  Quan- 
tity of  Ammunition  if  he  could  get  it,  and  fo  to 
fumifh  us  for  new  Exploits  j  and  in  the  mean  Time 
I  refolved  to  get  a  Quantity  of  Gold  and  fome  Jew- 
els, which  I  had  on  board  the  great  Ship,  and  place 
them  fo,  that  I  might  carry  them  off  without  No- 
tice, as  foon  as  he  came  back;  and  fo  according 
to  Williani^  Direftions,  I  left  him  to  go  the  Voy- 
age, and  I  went  on  board  the  great  Ship,  in  which 
we  had  indeed  an  immenfe  Treafure. 

We  waited  no  lefs  than  two  Months,  for  WiUiant^ 
Return  ;  and  indeed  I  began  to  be  very  uneafy  about 
William,  fometimes  thinking  he  had  abandoned  me, 
and  that  he  might  have  ufed  the  fame  Artifice  to 
have  engaged  the  other  Men  to  comply  with  him, 
and  fo  they  \\Tre  gone  away  together ;  and  i:  was 
but  three  Days  before  his  Return,  that  I  was  juil  up- 
on the  Point  of  refolving  to  go  away  to  Madagafcar^ 
and  give  him  over  -,  but  the  old  Surgeon,  vvho  mi- 
micked 
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nicked  the  Quaker,  and  pafied  for  the  Mafter  of 
the  Sloop  at  Surat,  perlwaded  me  againft  that; 
for  which  good  Advice,  and  his  apparent  Faithful- 
nefs  in  what  he  had  been  trufled  with,  I  made  him 
a  Party  to  my  Defign,  and  he  proved  very  ho- 
nell. 

At  length  Williarz  came  back,  to  our  inexprefli- 
ble  Joy,  and  brouglit  a  great  many  neceflary  Things 
with  him;  as  particularly,  he  brought  fixty  Barrels 
of  Powder,  fome  Iron  Shot,  and  about  thirty  Ton  of 
Lead  ;  alfo  he  brought  a  great  deal  of  Provifion  ; 
and  in  a  Word,  Willinm  gave  me  a  publick  Ac- 
count of  his  \^oyage,  in  the  Hearing  of  whoever 
happened  to  be  upon  the  Quarter-Deck,  that  no 
Suspicions  might  be  found  about  us. 

After  all  was  done,  William  moved,  that  he 
might  go  up  again,  and  that  I  would  go  with  him ; 
named  feveral  Things  which  we  had  on  board  that 
he  could  not  fell  there,  and  particularly  told  us,  he 
had  been  obliged  to  leave  feveral  Things  there,  the 
Caravans  being  not  come  in  ;  and  that  he  had  enga- 
ged to  come  back  again  with  Goods. 

This  was  what  I  wanted ;  the  Men  were  eager 
for  his  Going,  and  particularly  becaufe  he  told 
them  they  might  load  the  Sloop  back  with  Rice 
and  Provifions :  But  I  feemed  backward  to  going  ; 
when  the  old  Surgeon  itood  up,  and  perfwaded  me 
to  go,  and  with  many  Arguments  prefTed  me  to 
it;  as  particularly,  if  I  did  not  go,  there  would  be 
no  Order,  and  feveral  of  the  Men  might  drop  away, 
and  perhaps  betray  all  the  reft;  and  that  they 
fhould  not  think  it  fafe  for  the  Sloop  to  go  again,  if 
I  did  not  go ;  and  to  urge  me  to  it,  he  oiFered  him- 
felf  to  go  with  me. 

Upon  thefe  Confiderations  I  feemed  to  be  over- 
perfwaded  to  go;  and  all  the  Company  feemed 
the  better  fatisfied  when  I  had  confented :  And  ac- 
cordingly we  took  all  the  Powder,  Lead,  and  Iroa 
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out  of  the  Sloop  into  the  great  Ship^  and  all  the 
other  Things  that  were  for  the  Ships  Ufe,  and  put 
in  feme  Bales  of  Spices,  and  Caiks  or  Frailes  of 
Cloves,  in  all  about  {even  Ton,  and  fome  other 
Goods,  among  the  Bales  of  which  I  had  conveyed 
all  my  private  Treafure,  which,  I  aflTure  you,  was 
of  no   fmall  Value  ;    and  away   I  went. 

At  going  off,  I  called  a  Council  of  all  the  Officers 
in  the  Ship,  to  confider  in  what  Place  they  fhould 
wait  for  me,  and  how  long,  where  we  appointed 
the  Ship  to  Hay  eight  and  twenty  Days,  at  a  little 
Ifland  on  the  Arabian  Side  of  the  Gulph  ;  and  that 
if  the  Sloop  did  not  come  in  that  Time,  they  fhould 
fail  to  another  Ifland  to  the  Well  of  that  Phcc, 
and  wait  there  fifteen  Days  more ;  and  that  then  if 
the  Sloop  did  not  come,  they  ihould  conclude  fome 
Accident  muft  have  happened,  and  the  Rendezvous 
fhould  be  at  Madagafcar. 

Being  thus  refolved,  we  left  the  Ship,  which  both 
William^  and  I,  and  the  Surgeon  never  intended  to 
fee  anymore:  We  fteered  directly  for  the  Gulph, 
and  through  to  Baffora,  or  Balfara.  This  City  of 
Balfara  lies  at  fome  DilUnce  from  the  Place  where 
our  Sloop  lay,  and  the  River  not  being  very  fafe, 
and  we  but  ill  acquainted  with  it,  having  but  an 
ordinary  Pilot,  we  went  on  Shore  at  a  Village  where 
fome  Merchants  live,  and  which  is  very  populous, 
for  the  fake  of  fmall  Veffels  riding  there. 

Here  we  ftay'd,  and  traded  three  or  four  Days, 
landing  all  our  Bales  and  Spices,  and  indeed  the 
whole  Cargoe,  that  was  of  any  confiderable  Value; 
which  we  chofe  to  do  rather  than  go  up  immediately 
to  Balfara^  till  the  Projed  we  had  laid  was  put  in 
Execution,  '"' 

After  we  had  bought  feveral  Goods  and  were  pre- 
paring to  buy   feveral    others,    the   Boat   being  on 
Shore  with  twelve  Men,  my  felf,  William^  the  Sur- 
geon, 


jo6  ^je  Adventures  of 

geon,  and  one  Fourth  Man,  whom  we  had  fmgled 
Out,  we  contrived  to  fend  a  Turk,  juft  at  the  Dufk  of 
the  Evening,  with  a  Letter  to  the  Boatfwain  ;  and 
giving  the  Fellow  a  Charge  to  run  with  all  poffible 
Speed,  we  flood  at  a  fmall  Diftance  to  obfcrve  the 
Event.  The  Contents  of  the  Letter  were  thus  writ- 
ten by  the  old  Doftor. 

**  Boatfwain  Thomas, 
"  '1 17  E  are  all  betrayed;  for  God's  Sake  make 
'*  W  oft*  ^^i^^  the  Boat,  and  get  on  board,  or 
*'  you  are  all  loll.  The  Captain,  William  the 
'*  Quaker,  and  George  the  Reformade  are  feized  and 
"  carried  away  i  I  am  efcaped  and  hid,  but  cannot 
-*  ftir  out  j  If  I  do  I  am  a  dead  Man :  As  loon  as 
*♦  you  are  Oft  boafd,  cut  ©f  flip,  mi  make  Sail  for 
**  youf  Liv§8, 

**  AdisK 

JR.  S. 

We  ftood  undifcovered,  as  above,  it  being  the 
Dulk  of  the  Evening,  and  faw  the  Twk  deliver  the 
Letter;  and  in  three  Minutes  we  faw  all  the  Men 
hurry  into  the  Boat,  and  put  off;  and  no  fooner 
were  they  on  board,  but  they  took  the  Hint  as  we 
fuppofed ;  for  the  next  Morning  they  were  out  of 
Sight ;  and  we  never  heard  Tale  or  Tidings  of  them 
fmce . 

We  were  now  in  a  good  Place,  and  in  very  good 
Circumllances,  for  we  pall  for  Merchants  of  Per- 
fia. 

It  is  not  material  to  record  here  what  a  Mafs  of 
ill-gotten  Wealth  we  had  got  together :  It  will  be 
more  to  the  Purpofe  to  tell  you,  that  I  began  to  bf^ 
fenfible  of  the  Crime  of    getting  of  it  in  fuch  a 

Manner 
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Manner  as  I  had  done,  that  I  had  very  little  Satir- 
fud^ion  in  the  Pofleffion  of  it ;  and,  as  I  told  Willi- 
am,  I  had  no  Expedlation  of  keeping  it,  nor  much 
Defire  ;  but  as  I  faid  to  him  one  Day  walking  out  in- 
to the  Fields  near  theTown  at  Baffaro,  fo  I  depended 
upon  it,  that  it  would  be  the  Cafe,  which  you  will 
hear  prefentiy. 

We  were  perfedlly  fecured  at  Bajfaroy  by  ha- 
ving frighted  away  the  Rogues,  our  Comrades ; 
atid  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  confider  how  to 
vert  our  Treafure  in  Things  proper  to  make  us 
look  like  Merchants,  as  we  were  now  to  be, 
and  not  like  Free-booters,  as  we  really  had 
been. 

We  happened  very  opportunely  here  upon  a  Dutch- 
man^  who  had  tmvelkd  from  Uengul  ta  A^ra^  the 
Capital  City  of  the  Qrmt  M^guh  and  from  thence 
was  come  to  the  Coaft  of  Malabar  by  Land,  and 
got  Shipping  fome  how  or  other  up  the  Gulph  \  and 
we  found  his  Defign  was  to  go  up  the  great  Ri- 
ver to  Bagdat  or  Babylon  \  and  fo  by  the  Caravan 
to  AkppQ  and  Scandcreon.  As  William  fpoke  Dutch, 
and  was  of  an  agreeable  infmuating  Behaviour,  he 
foon  got  acquainted  with  this  Dutchman ,  and  difco- 
vering  our  Circumftances  to  one  another,  we  found 
he  had  confiderable  Effects  with  him  j  and  that  he 
had  traded  long  in  that  Country,  and  was  making 
homeward  to  his  own  Country  ;  and  that  he  had 
Servants  with  him,  one  an  Armenian ,  whom  he  had 
taught  to  fpeak  Dutch,  and  who  had  fomething  of 
his  own,  but  had  a  Mind  to  travel  into  Europe  -,  and 
the  other  a  Dutch  Sailor,  whom  he  had  picked  up 
by  his  Fancy,  and  repofed  a  great  Trull  in  him,  and 
a  very  honell  Fellow  he  was. 

This  Dutchman  was  very  glad  of  an  Acquaintance, 
becaufe  he  foon  found  that  we  dire<^ed  our 
Thoughts  to  Europe  alfo,  and  as  he  found  w^e  were 
encumbered  with  Goods  only,  for  we  let  him  know 

no- 
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nothing  of  our  Money,  he  readily  oftered  us  hi^' 
Aflillancc,  to  difpofe  of  as  many  of  them  as  the  Place 
we  were  in  would  put  off,  and  his  Advice  what  to  do 
with  the  reft. 

While  this  was  doing,  William  and  I  confuked 
what  to  do  with  our  felvcs,  and  what  we  had  ;  and 
firft  we  refolved  we  would  never  talk  ferioufly  of 
any  of  our  Meafures,  but  in  the  open  Field;^, 
where  we  were  fure  no  Body  could  hear ;  fo  every 
Evening,  when  the  Sun  began  to  decline,  and  the 
Air  to  be  moderate,  walked  out  fometimes  this 
Way,  fometimes  thaf,  to  confult  of  our  Affairs, 

I  fhould  have  obferved,  that  we  had  new  cloath  • 
cd  our  felves  here  after  the  Per^an  Manner,  in  long 
Vefts  of  Silk,  a  Gown  or  Robe  of  "Englifh  Crimfon 
Cloth,  very  fine  and  handfome,  and  had  let  our 
Beards  grow  fo  after  the  Petjian  Manner,  that  wc 
pafl  for  jperjian  Merchants,  in  View  only,  tho',  hy 
the  IVay^  we  could  not  underftand  or  fpeak  one  Word 
of  the  I.anguage  of  Perjia,  or  indeed  of  any  other 
but  EngUJh  and  Dutchy  and  of  the  latter  I  underfiood 
very  little. 

However,  the  Dutchman  fupplycd  all  this  for  us, 
and  as  we  had  refolved  to  keep  our  felves  as  retired 
as  we  could,  though  there  were  feveral  Englijh  Mer- 
chants upon  the  Place,  yet  we  never  acquainted 
our  felves  with  one  of  them,  or  exchanged  a  Word 
with  them,  by  which  Means  we  prevented  their 
Enquiry  of  us  now,  or  their  giving  any  Intelligence 
of  us,  if  any  Nev/s  of  our  Landing  here  fhould 
happen  to  come,  which  it  was  eafy  for  us  to  know, 
was  pofTible  enough,  if  any  of  our  Comrades  fell  into 
bad  Hands,  or  by  many  Accidents  which  we  could 
not  forcfee. 

It  was  during  my  being  here,  for  here  we  flayed 
near  two  Months,  that  I  grew  very  thoughtful  about 
my  Circumltances,  not  as  to  the  Danger,    neither 
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indeed  were  we  in  any,  but  were  entirely  conceal- 
ed and  unfufpecled ;  but  I  really  began  to  have  other 
Thoughts  of  my  felf,  and  of  the  World,  than  ever  I 
had  before. 

Williatn  had  ftruck.  fo  deep  into  my  unthink- 
ing Temper,  with  hinting  to  me,  that  there 
was  fomething  beyond  all  this,  that  the  prefent 
Time  was  the  Time  of  Enjoyment,  but  that  the 
Time  of  Account  approached ;  that  the  Work 
that  remained  was  gentler  than  the  Labour  pall, 
*vi%.  Repentance^  and  that  it  was  high  Time  to 
think  of  it ;  I  fay  thefe,  and  fuch  Thoughts  as 
rhefe,  engrofs'd  my  Hours,  and  in  a  Word,  I  grew 
very  fad. 

As  to  the  Wealth  I  had,  which  was  immenfely 
great,  it  was  all  like  Dirt  under  my  Feet  j  I  had 
no  Value  for  it,  no  Peace  in  the  PoffefFion  of  it, 
no  great  Concern  about  me  for  the  leaving  of  it. 

William  had  perceived  my  Thoughts  to  be  trou- 
bled, and  my  Mind  heavy  and  oppreft  for  fome 
Time;  and  one  Evening,  in  one  of  our  cool  Walks, 
I  began  with  him  about  the  leaving  our  Effcdls. 
William  v/as  a  wife  and  wary  Man,  and  indeed  all 
the  Prudentials  of  my  Conduft,  had  for  a  long 
Time  been  owing  to  his  Advice,  and  fo  now  all 
the  Methods  for  preferving  our  EfFeds,  and  even 
our  felves  lay  upon  him  ;  and  he  had  been  telling 
me  of  fome  of  the  Meafures  he  had  been  taking 
for  our  making  homeward,  and  for  the  Security 
of  our  Wealth,  when  I  took  him  very  Ihort. 
Why^  Williamy  fays  I,  doft  thou  think  nx:e  /hall  enjer 
be  able  to  reach  Europe  ivith  all  this  Cargo  that  iv^ 
ha've  about  us. 

Ay i  fays  William,  without  doubt,  as  well  as  other 
Merchants  with  theirs,  as  long  as  it  is  not  publickly 
known  what  Quantity,  or  of  what  Value  our  Cargo 
confifto. 

Why 
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Why,  William y  fays  I,  fmiling,  do  you  think 
that  if  there  is  a  Gocf  abo-ve,  as  you  have  (o  long 
been  telling  me  there  is,  and  that  we  muil  give  an 
Account  to  him  ?  I  fay,  Do  you  think  if  he  be  a 
righteous  Judge,  he  will  let  us  efcape  thus  with  the 
Plunder,  as  we  may  call  it,  of  fo  many  innocent 
People,  nay,  I  might  fay  Nations,  and  not  call  us 
to  an  Account  for  it  before  we  can  get  to  Europe, 
where  we  pretend  to  enjoy  it  ? 

William  appeared  flruck  and  furprized  at  the  Quef- 
tion,  and  made  no  Anfwer  for  a  great  while,  and  I 
repeated  the  Queilion,  adding,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
expelled. 

After  a  little  Paufe,  fay  William,  Thou  hall 
ftarted  a  very  v/eighty  Queilion,  and  I  can  make 
no  pofitive  Anfwer  to  it,  but  I  will  flate  it  thus; 
firft,  it  is  Time,  that  if  we  confider  the  Juftice  of 
God,  we  have  no  Reafcn  to  expefl  any  Proteftion, 
but  as  the  ordinary  Ways  of  Providence  are  out  of 
the  common  Read  of  human  Affairs,  fo  we  may 
hope  for  Mercy  ilill  upon  our  Repentance,  and  we 
know  not  how  good  he  may  be  to  us ;  fo  we  are  to 
a6l  as  if  we  rather  depended  upon  the  laft,  I  mean 
the  merciful  Part,  than  claimed  the  lirft,  wliich 
mull  produce  nothing  but  Judgment  and  Ven- 
geance. 

But  hark  ye,  William,  fays  /,  the  Nature  of  Re- 
pentance, as  you  hinted  once  to  me,  included  Refor- 
mation, and  we  can  never  reform  ;  how  then  can  we 
repent  ? 

Why,  can  we  never  reform,  fays  William  ? 

Becaufe,  fai^  I,  we  cannot  rellore  what  we  have 
taken  away  by  Rapine  and  Spoil. 

'Tis  true,  Jays  William,  we  can  never  do  that, 
for  v/e  can  never  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Owners. 

But  what  then  muft  be  done  w^ith  ourWealth,  faid 
/,  the  EfFev5ls  of  Plunder  and  Rapine  ?   If  we  keep 
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It,  wc  continue  to  be  Robbers  and  Thieves,  and  if 
we  quit  it,  we  cannot  do  Juftice  with  it,  for  we  can- 
rot  reltore  it  to  the  right  Owners  ? 

Nay,  fays  William,  the  Anfwer  to  it  is  iliort;  to 
quit  what  we  have,  and  do  it  here,  is  to  throw  it 
away  to  thofe  who  have  no  Claim  to  it,  and  to 
divert  our  felvcs  of  it,  but  to  do  no  Right  with  it; 
whereas  wc  ought  to  keep  it  carefully  together,  with 
a  Refolution  to  do  what  Right  with  it  we  are  able ; 
and  who  knows  what  Opportunity  Providence  may 
put  into  our  Hands,  to  do  Juftice  at  leaft  to  fome  of 
thofe  we  have  injured,  fo  we  ought  at  leaft  to  leave  it 
to  him,  and  go  on,  as  it  is,  without  doubt,  our 
prefent  Bufir.^fs  is  to  go  to  fome  PIrxe  of  Safety,where 
we  may  wait   his  Will. 

This  Refolution  of  William  was  very  fatisfying 
to  me  indeed,  as,  the  Truth  is,  all  he  faid,  and  at 
all  Times,  was  folid  and  good  ;  and  had  not  Willia?n 
thus,  as  it  were,  quieted  my  Mind,  I  think  verily 
I  was  fo  alarmed  at  the  juft  Reafcn  I  had  to  expert 
Vengeance  from  Heaven  upon  me  for  my  ill-gotten 
Wealth,  that  I  fhould  have  run  away  from  it  as  the 
Devil's  Goods ;  that  1  had  nothing  to  do  with  that 
did  not  belong  to  me,  and  that  I  had  no  Right 
to  keep,  and  was  in  certain  Danger  of  being  deftroy- 
ed  for. 

Hov/evcr,  William  fettled  my  Mird  to  more  pru- 
dent Steps  than  thefe,  and  I  concluded  that  I  ought, 
however,  to  proceed  to  a  Place  of  Safety,  and  leave 
the  Event  to  God  Almighty''-  Mercy ;  but  this  I  muft 
leave  upon  Record,  that  I  had  from  this  Time  no 
Joy  of  the  Wealth  I  had  got ;  I  look'd  upon  it  all 
as  ftolen,  and  fo  indeed  the  greateft  part  of  it  was; 
I  looked  upon  it  as  a  Hoard  of  other  Mens  Goods, 
which  1  had  robbed  the  innocent  Owners  of,  and 
which  I  ought,  in  a  Word,  to  be  hanged  for  here, 
and  damned  for  hereafter ;  and  now  ijadeed  I  began 
fmcerely  to  hate  my  feoffor  a  Dog,   a  Wretch  that 

had 
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had  been  a  Thief,  and  a  Murtherer ;  a  Wretch, 
that  was  in  a  Condition  which  no  Body  was  ever  in  ; 
for  I  had  robbM,  and  tho'  I  had  the  Wealth  by  me, 
yet  it  was  impoflible  I  fhould  ever  make  any  Refti- 
tution,  and  upon  this  Account  it  run  in  my  Head, 
that  I  could  never  repent,  for  that  Repentance  could 
not  be  fmcerc  without  Rertitution,  and  therefore  mull 
of  Neceflity  be  damned,  there  was  no  room  for  me 
to  efcape  :  I  went  about  with  my  Heart  full  of  thefe 
Thoughts,  little  better  than  a  diftrafted  Fellow  ;  in 
fhort,  running  headlong  into  the  dreadfulleil  De- 
fpair,  and  premeditated  nothing  but  how  to  rid  my 
felf  out  of  the  World ;  and  indeed  the  Devil,  if 
fuch  Things  are  of  the  Devil's  immediate  doing, 
followed  his  Work  very  clofe  with  me,  and  nothing 
lay  upon  my  Mind  for  feveral  Days,  but  to  fhoot  my 
felf  into  the  Head  v/ith  my  Pillcl. 

I  was  all  this  while  in  a  vagrant  Life,  among 
Infidels,  Turks,  Pagans,  and  fuch  Sort  of  People ; 
I  had  no  Miniller,  no  Chriftian,  to  Converfe  with, 
but  poor  William^  he  was  my  Ghoftly  Farther,  or 
Confellor,  and  he  was  all  the  Comfort  I  had.  As 
for  my  Knowledge  of  Religion,  you  have  heard 
my  Hil^ory ;  you  may  fuppofe  I  had  not  much, 
and  as  for  the  Word  of  God,  1  don't  remember  that 
I  ever  read  a  Chapter  in  the  Bible  in  my  Life-time ; 
T  was  little  Bob  at  BuJJehcn^  and  went  to  School  to 
learn  my  TeJ}a?ne?it. 

However,  it  pleafed  God  to  make  William  the 
Quaker  every  thing  to  me ;  upon  this  Occafion  I 
took  him  out  one  Evening  as  ufual,  and  hurried 
him  away  into  the  Fields  with  me,  in  more  Hafte 
than  ordinary,  and  there  in  fhort,  I  told  him  the 
perplexity  of  my  Mind,  and  under  what  terrible 
Temptations  of  the  Devil  I  liad  been  that  I  muft 
fhoot  my  felf,  for  1  could  not  fupport  the  Weight 
and  Terror  that  was  upon  me. 

Shoot 
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Shoot  your  felf,  fays  Williamy  why,  what  will  that 
<lo  for  you  r 

Why,  fays  /,  'twill  put  an  End  to  a  miferable 
Life. 

Well,  fays  William ^  are  you  fatisfy'd  the  next 
will  be  bettet? 

No,  no,  fays  I,  much  worfe  to  be  fure. 

Why  then,  fays  he^  fhoot  your  felf  is  the  Devirs 
Notion,  no  doubt,  for  'tis  the  Devil  of  a  Reafon, 
that  becaufe  thou  art  in  an  ill  Cafe,  that  therefore 
thou  mult  put  thy  felf  into  a  worfe. 

This  fliock'd  my  Reafon  indeed :  Well,  but 
fa)'i  /,  there  is  no  bearing  the  miferable  Condition  I 
am  in. 

Very  well,  fass  William^  but  it  feems  there  is 
fome  bearing  a  worfe  Condition,  and  fo  you  will 
ihoot  your  ielf,  that  you  may  be  pail:  Remedy. 

T  am  paft  Remedy  already,  fays  L 

How  do  you  know  that,  fays  he, 

J  am  fatisfy'd  of  it,  faid  I. 

Well,  fays  hc^  but  you  are  not  fure,  fo  you  will 
flieot  your  felf  to  make  it  certain  ;  for  tho'  on  this 
fide  Death  you  can't  be  fure  you  will  be  damned  at 
all,  yet  the  Aloment  you  ilep  on  the  other  fide  of 
Time,  you  are  fure  of  it ;  for  when  'tis  done,  'tis 
not  to  be  faid  then  that  you  will,  but  that  you  are 
damned. 

IVell^  hut,  fays  William,  as  if  ht  had  been  bet-vjeen 
Jef  and  Earnef,  pray,  what  didft  thou  dream  of 
laft  Night. 

Why,  faid  I,  I  had  frightful  Dreams  all  Night, 
and  particularly  I  dreamt  that  the  Devil  came  for 
me,  and  afked  me  what  my  Name  was?  and  I 
told  him.  Then  he  afkt  me  whatTrade  1  was  ?  Trad#, 
fays  /,  I  am  a  Thief,  a  Rogue,  by  my  Calling ;  I 
am  a  Pirate,  and  a  Murtherer,  and  ought  to  be  hang- 
ed. Ay,  ay,  fays  the  Devil,  fo  you  do,  and  you  are 
the  Man  I  looked  for,  and  therefore  come    along 
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with  me.  At  which  I  was  moft  horribly  frighted, and 
cried  out,  fo  that  it  waked  me,  and  I  have  been  in  a 
horrible  Agony  ever  fmce. 

Very  well,  fays  JVillia?ny  come,  give  me  the  Pif- 
tol  thou  talkell  of  juft  now. 

Why,y^)'j  /,  what  will  you  do  with  it  ? 
Do  with  it.  Jays  William,  why,  thou   needeft  not 
ftioot  thy  felf,  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  do  it   for  theCj 
why  thou  wilt  dellroy  us  all. 

What  do  you  mean,  William^  /aid  IF 
^lean,  /aid  he,  nay,  what  didil  thou  mean?  to  cry 
out  aloud  in  thy  SJeep,  I  a?n  a  Thief,  a  T irate,  a 
Murtherer,  and  ought  to  be  hanged ;  why,  thou  wilt 
ruine  us  all,  'twas  well  the  Dutchtnan  did  not  under- 
fland  Englijh:  In  fhort,  I  muft  fhoct  thee  to  fav€ 
mv  own  Life ;  come,  come,  fays  he,  give  me  thy 
Piibl. 

I  confefs,  this  terrified  me  again  another  Way, 
and  I  began  to  be  fenfible,  that  if  any  Body  had  been 
near  me  to  underiland  Englifl?,  I  had  been  undone, 
and  the  Thought  of  fliocting  my  felf  forfcok  me 
from  that  Time,  and  I  turned  to  WilUa?n  ;  you  dif-. 
order  me  extreamly,  William,  faid  J,  why,  I  am 
never  fafe,  nor  is  it  fafe  to  keep  me  Company,  what 
fhall  I  do?  I  fliall  betray  you  all. 

Come,  come,  Friend  Bob,  fays  he,  I'll  put  an  End 
to  it  all,  if  you  will  take  my  Advice. 
Kow's  that,  faid  1? 

Why  only,  fays  he,  that  the  7iext  Time  thou  talkeft 
nvith  the  Devil,  thou  nxilt  talk  a  little  foftlier,  or  we 
^hall  be  all  undone,  and  you  too. 

This  frighted  me,  I  muft  confefs,  and  allay'd  a 
^reat  deal  of  the  Trouble  of  Mind  I  was  in;  but 
William,  after  he  had  done  jefting  with  me,  enter'd 
upon  a  very  long  and  feriousDifcourfe  with  me  about 
«he  Nature  of  my  Circumftances,  and  about  Repen- 
tance, -that  it  ought  to  be  attended  indeed  with  a 
deep  Abhorrence  of  the  Crime  that  I  had  to  charge 

my 
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Thy  felf  with,  but  that  to  defpair  of  God's  Mercy 
was  no  Part  of  Repentance,  but  putting  my  felf  into 
the  Condition  of  the  Devil;  indeed,  that  I  mult  ap- 
ply my  felf  with  a  fnicere  humble  Confeflion  of  my 
Crime,  to  afk  Pardon  of  God  whom  I  had  offended, 
and  call  my  felf  upon  his  Mercy,  refolving  to  be  wil- 
ling to  make  Reftitution,  if  ever  it  Ihould  pleafe  God 
to  put  it  into  my  Power,  even  to  the  utmoil  of  what 
I  had  in  the  World ;  and  this  he  told  me  was  the 
Method  which  he  had  refolved  upon  himfelf,  and  in 
this  he  told  me  he  had  found  Comfort. 

I  had  a  great  deal  of  Satisfaflion  in  IViUiafn'^ 
Difcourfe,  and  it  quieted  me  very  much  I  but  Wil- 
liam was  very  anxious  ever  after  about  my  talking 
in  my  Sleep,  and  took  care  to  lye  with  me  always 
himfelf,  and  to  keep  me  from  Lodging  in  any  Houfe, 
where  fo  much  as  a  Word  of  EngUJh  was  undcr- 
ftood. 

However,  there  was  not  the  like  Occafion  after- 
ward, for  I  was  much  more  compofed  in  my  Mind, 
and  refolved  for  the  future  to  live  a  quite  different 
Life  from  what  I  had  done:  As  to  the  Wealth  I  had, 
I  look'd  upon  it  as  nothing ;  I  refolved  to  fet  it  a  - 
part  to  any  fuch  Opportunity''  of  doing  Juilice,  that 
God  fhould  put  into  my  Hand,  and  the  miraculous 
Opportunity  I  had  afterwards  of  applying  fome  Parts 
of  it  to  perferve  a  ruined  Family,  whom  J  had  plun- 
derM,  may  be  worth  reading,  if  I  have  Room  for  ic 
in  this  Account. 

With  thefe  Refolutions  I  began  to  be  reftored  to 
fome  Degrees  of  Quiet  in  my  Mind,  and  having 
after  almoft  three  Months  Stay  at  BaJIbra  difpofed 
of  fome  Goods ;  but  having  a  great  Quantity  left, 
we  hired  Boats  according  to  x^^t'Dutchman^  Ductflicn, 
and  went  up  to  Bagdat,  or  Babylon,  on  the  River 
Tvgrisy  or  rather  Euphrates ;  we  had  a  very  confide- 
rable  Cargo  of  Goods  with  us,  and  therefore  rnade  ^ 
a  great  Figure  there,  and  were  received  with  RefpcA ; 

O  2  we 
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we  had  in  Particular,  two  and  Forty  Bales  of  ///^iam 
Stuffs  of  fundry  Sorts,  Silk,  Muflines,  and  fine 
Chints ;  we  had  Fiftee?i  Bales  of  very  fine  C/?u/a 
Silks,  and  Seventy  Packs  or  Bales  of  Spices,  parti- 
cularly Cloves  and  Nutmegs,  with  other  Goods ;  \\q 
v/ere  bid  Money  here  for  our  Cloves,  but  the  Dutch- 
,via7t  advifed  us  not  to  part  with  them,  and  told  us, 
we  fhould  get  a  better  Price  at  Aleppo,  or  in  the  he- 
n;ant,  fo  we  prepared  for  the  Cara\'an. 

We  concealed  our  having  any  Gold,  or  Pearl?, 
as  mucii  as  we  could ,  and  therefore  fold  Hiree  or 
Four  Bales  of  CMva  Silki,  and  Lidimi  Callicoes,  to 
laife  Money  to  buy  Camel?,  and  to  pay  tlie  Cuflom?^, 
which  are  taken  at  feveral  Places,  and  for  our  Pro- 
vifions  over  the  Defarts. 

I  travelled  this  Journey  carelefs  to  the  laft  De- 
gree of  my  Goods  or  Wealth,  believing,  that  as  I 
<-;:rae  by  it  all  by  Rapine  and  Violence,  God  would 
direct,  that  it  fhould  be  taken  from  me  again  in  the 
larne  Manner ;  and  indeed,  I  think  I  might  fay,  I 
was  very  willing  it  Ihould  be  fo ;  but  as  I  had  a 
snerciful  Proteflor  above  me,  fo  I  had  a  moil  faithful 
Steward,  Councellor,  Partner,  or  whatever  I  might 
call  him,  who  was  my  Guide,  my  Pilot,  my  Gove rr 
Tior,  my  every  thing,  and  took  care  both  of  me,  and 
of  all  we  had  ;  and  tho'  he  had  never  been  in  any  of 
thefe  Parts  of  the  World,  yet  he  took  the  Care  of  all 
upon  him ; .  and  in  about  Nine  and  P'ifty  Days  we 
arrived  from  Bajfora^  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River 
^Sgris  and  Euphrates,  thro'  the  Defart,  and  thro* 
jileppo  to  Alexandria,  or  as  we  call  it,  Zcanderoon^ 
in  the  Len)ant. 

Here  William  and  I,  and  the  other  two,  our  faithr 
ful  Comrades,  debated  what  we  fhould  do;,  and 
here  William  and  I  refolved  to  feperate  from  the 
other  Two,  they  refolving  to  go  with  the  Dutchman 
into  Holland,  and  by  the  Means  of  fome  Dutch 
Ship  which  lay  then  in  the  Road :    William  and   I 

told. 
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told  them,  we  refolved  to  go  and  fettle  in  the  Morea, 
which  then  belonged  to  the    Venetians. 

It  is  true,  we  aded  wifely  in  it  not  to  let  them 
know  whither  we  went,  feeing  we  had  refolved  to 
feparate,  but  we  took  our  old  Do<flor's  Dire6lions 
how  to  write  to  liim  in  Holland^  and  in  England, 
that  we  might  have  Intelligence  from  him  on  Occa- 
iion,  and  promifed  to  give  him  an  Account  how  to 
write  to  us,  which  we  afterwards  did,  as  may  in 
Time  be  made  out. 

We  ftayed  here  fome  Time  after  they  were  gonCj, 
till  at  length  not  being  thoroughly  refolv'd  whither  to 
go  till  then,  a  Venetian  Ship  touched  at  Cyprus,  and 
put  in  at  Scanderoon  to  look  for  Freight  Home :  We 
took  the  Hint,  and  bargaining  for  our  PafTage,  and 
the  Freight  of  our  Goods,  we  embarked  for  Venice^ 
where  in  two  and  Twenty  Days  we  arrived  fafe  with 
all  our  Treafure,  and  with  fuch  a  Cargo,  take  our 
Goods,  and  our  Money,  and  our  Jewels  together; 
as  I  believed  was  never  brought  into  the  City  by.* 
Two  fingle  Men,  fmce  the  State  of  ■  ^^wV<?  had  a 
Being. 

We  kept  our  felves  \itre  incogniiv  for  a  great  while, 
paffmg  for  Two  Armenian  Merchants  ftill,  as  we 
had  done  before ;  and  by  this  Time  we  had  gotteiv 
fo  much  of  the  Perftan  and  Armenian  Jargon,  which"' 
they  talked  at  BaJ/bra,  and  Bagdat^  and  every 
where  that  we  came  in  the  Country,  as  was  fuffici- 
ent  to  m.ake  us  able  to  talk  to  one  another,  lb  as  not 
to  be  underilood.  by  any  Body,  though  fometimes 
h^ardly  by  our  felves. 

Here  we  converted  all  our  EfFefts  into  Aloney, 
fettled  our  Abode  as  for  a  confiderable  Time,  arid 
William  and  I  maintaining  an  inviolable  Friendlhip 
and  Fidelity  to  one  another,  lived  like  two  Brothers  i  • 
we  neither  had  or  fought  any  feparate  Intereft ;  we  ' 
convers'd  ferioufly  and  gravely,  and  upon  the  Sub- 
jfift  of  our  Repentance  continually  \  wenev^f  chaitg- 
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^djthat  Is  to  {i\y,Co  as  to  leave  off  our  Jt  medium  GuThi, . 
and  we  were  called  at  Venice  the  two  Greciafis. 

I  had  been  two  or  three  times  going  to  give  a  De- 
tail of  our  Wealth,  but  it  will  appear  incredible, 
and  we  had  the  greateil  Difficulty  in  the  World  how 
io  conceal  it,  being  juftly  apprehenfive  left  we  might 
be  aiTaflinatcd  in  that  Country  for  our  Treafure  ;  at 
length  William  told  me,  he  began  to  think  Jiow  that 
lie  muft  never  fee  Englandzx\y  more^  and  that  indeed 
lie  did  not  much  concern  himfelf  about  it ;  but  feeing 
we  had  ga.ined  fo  great  Wealth,and  he  had  fome  poor  - 
Kelations  in  EnglandyZX\d^  if  I  was  willing,  he  would 
write  to  know  if  they  were  living,  and,  to  know 
what  Condition  they  were.in;  andif  he  found  fuch 
of  them  were. alive,  as  he  had  fome  Thoughts  about, 
}ie  would,  with  my  CoBfent,:,fend  themJometJung  to 
better  their  Condition. 

I  confented  moft  .willingly^  and  accordingly  Willi- 
■n?n  wrote  to  a  Sifter,  and  an  Uncle, .  and.,  in  about 
five  Weeks  Time  received  an.  Anfwer  fromthenx 
both,  dire(^ed  to  himfelf,  under  Cover  of  a  hard- 
Armenian  Name  that  he  had  given  himfelf,  ^7'%* 
Seignior  Cpr^fiamirie  ' Alexin  of  Ifpaban  at  Venice. 

It  w;is  a  very  moving  Letter  he  received  from  h:Sr 
Sifter,,  .who  after  the  pioft  paflicnate  Expreflions   of 
Joy  to  hear  he  was  alive,    feeing  fhe  had  long  aga 
had  an  Account  that  he  was  murthered  by  the  Pirates' 
2n  the  Wejl  Indies  \,  fhe  intreats  him  to  let  her  knov/. 
what  Cjrcumftances  he  was  in  ;  teJls  him,    Ihe  .  was . 
not  in  any  Capacity  to  do.  any  thing  confiderable  for  > 
Ihim,  but  that  he  fhould  be  welcome  to  h^r  with  all. 
her  Heart ;  .that  ihe  was  left  a  Widow   with  Four 
Children,  but  kept  a  little  .Shop  in  tht.Miwriesj  by^ 
nvhich  fhe  m-ade  ihi^ft  to  maintain  her  Pamily  ;  .  and-. 
that  fhe' had  fent  him  Five  Pound,    left  he.fhouId> 
v.'ant  ^Aloney  in  a  tonge  Country,    to  bring  him  j. 
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Fcould  fee  the  Letter  brought  Tears  out  of->his 
Eyes,  as  he  read  it,  and  indeed  when  he  ihewed  it 
me,  and  the  little  Bill  for  Five  Pounds  upon  an  En- 
glijh  Merchant  in  Venice^  it  brought  Tears  out  of  my 
Eyes  too. 

After  we  had  been  bc^h  afTeiled  fufficiently 
with  the  Tendernefs  and  Kindnefs  of  this  Letter,  he 
turns  to  me,  fays  he,  what  fhall  I  do  for  this  poor 
Woman  ?  1  mufed  a  while, ,  at  laft,  fays  /,  I  will 
tell  you  what  you  fhall  do  for  her,  ihe  has  fent 
you  five  Pounds,  and  fhe  has  Four  Children,  and 
her  {^i  that*s  Five  ;  fuch  a  Sum  from  a  poor  Wo^ 
man  in  her  Circumftances,  is  as  much  as  Five 
Thoufand  Pounds  is  to  us :  You-  fhall  fend  her  a 
Bill  of  Exchange  for  live  Thoufand  Pounds  Englifb 
Money, .  and  bid  her  conceal  her  Surprize  at  it,  till 
fhe  hears  from  you  again,  but  bid.  her  leave  off  her 
Shop,  and  go  and  take  a  Houfe  fome  where  in  the 
Country,  not  far  ofFfrom  London,  and  Hay  there  in- 
a  moderate  Figure,  till  fhe  hears  from  you  again. 

No:w  fays,  William,l  perceive- by  it  that  you  have 
fome  Thoughts  of  venturing  into  England. 

Indeed  William,  fold  /,  you  miftake  me,  but  ic 
prefently  occurred  to  me  that  you  fhould  venture ;.- 
for  what  have  you  done  that  you  may  not  be  feen? 
there  ?  Why  fhould  I  defire  to  keep,  you  from  your : 
Relations  purely  to  keep  me  Company  ? 

WiUlum  look'd  Mzxy  afFeiStionately  upon  me  \  nav, 
fays  he,  vjt  have  embarked  together  fo  long,  .  and' 
come  together  fo  far,  Lam  refolved  I'll  never  part^ 
with  thee  as  Icmg  as  I  live^  go  where  thou  wilt,  or  ■ 
ftay  where  thou  wilt ;  and  .as  for  my  Sifter,  faid .- 
William,  I  cannot  fend  her  fuch  a  Sum  of  Money  ; 
for  whofe  is.  all  this  Money  we  have?  'tis  moll  of? 
it.thUie, 

No,  William,  faid  I,  there  is  not  a  Penny  of  it ; 
mine  but  what  is  yours  too,  and  I  won't  have    any  . 

things 
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thing  but  an  equal  Share  with  you,    and   therefore 
you  ihall  fend  it  to  her,  if  not,   I  will  lend  it. 

Why,  fays  William^  it  will  make  the  poor  Wo- 
man dirtrafted,  ihe  will  be  {o  furprized,  ftie  will  go 
out  of  her  W^its ;  well,  /aid  WiUiam^  you  may  do  it 
prudently ;  fend  her  a  Bill  back'd  of  a  Hundred 
Pounds,  and  bid  her  expe£l  more  in  a  port  or  two  ; 
and  that  you  would  fend  her  enough  to  live  on  with- 
out keeping  Shop,  and  then  fend  her  more. 

Accordingly  Willia7n  fent  her  a  very  kind  Letter, 
with  a  Bill  upon  a  Merchant  in  London  for  a  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty  Pound,  and  bid  her  comfort  her  felf 
with  the  Hope,  that  he  fhould  be  able  in  a  little 
Time  to  fend  her  more.  About  ten  Days  after  he 
fent  her  another  Bill  of  Five  Hundred  and  Forty 
Pound,  and  a  Foil  or  two  after  another  for  Three 
Hundred  Pound,  making  in  all  a  Thoufand  Pound.; 
and  told  her  he  would  fend  her  fufficient  to  leave 
off  her  Shop,  and  direded  her  to  take  a  Houfe  as ' 
above. 

He  waited  then  till  he  received  an  Anfwer  to  all 
the  Three  Letters,  with  an"  Account,  that  ihe  had^ 
received  the  Money,  and  which  I  did  not  exped, 
that  flie  had  not  let  any  other  Acquaintance  know 
that  file  had  received  a  Shilling  from  any  Body,  or^ 
fo  muclvas  that  he  was  alive,  and  would  not  till  fhe 
heard  again. 

When  he  fhewed  me  this  Letter,    well,    William 
faid  /,  this  Wom.an  is  fit  to  be  trufted  with  Life  or  a-  . 
ny  thing,  fend  her  the  reft  of  the  Five  Thoufand 
Pound  ;  and  Til  venture  to  England  with   you,  to. 
this  Woman's  Houfe,  whenever  you  will. 

In  a  Word,  we  fent  her  Five  Thoufand  Pound  in 
good  Bills,  and  fne  received  them  very  pun6luallyp 
and  in  a  little  Time  fent  her  Brother  Word,  that 
ihe  had  pretended  to  her  LTncIe  that  fhe  was  fickly;, 
and  could  not  carry  on  the  Trade  any  longer,  and 
that  fhe  had  taken  a  large  Honfe  about  Four  Miles 
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from  Lonaon,  under  Pretence  of  letting  Lodgings  for 
her  Livelihood  ;  and,  in  fhort,  intimated  as  if  fhe 
underllood  that  he  intended  to  come  over  to  be 
hcognitOy  ailiiring  him  he  fhould  be  as  retired  as  he 
pleafed. 

This  was  opening  the  very  Door  for  us,,  that  ws 
thought  had  been  effefiually  fhut  for  this  Life  j  and 
in  a  Word,  we  refolved  to  venture,  but  to  keep 
our  felves  entirely  concealed,  both  as  to  Name,  and 
every  other  Circumilance  i  and  accordingly  William 
fent  his  Sifter  Word,  how  kindly  he  took  her  pru- 
dent Steps,  and  that  fhe  had  guefled  right,  that  he 
defircd  to  be  retired,  and  that  he  obliged  her  not  ta 
increafe  her  Figure,,  but  live  private,  till  fhe  might 
perhaps  fee  him. 

He  was  going  to  fend  the  Letter  away  ;  come, 
William^  /aid  7,  you  fhan't  fend  her  an  empty  Let- 
ter, tell  her,  you  have  a  Friend  coming  with  you, 
that  mnft  be  as  retired  as  your  felf,  and  I'll  fend  her 
Five  Thoufand  Pound  more. 

So  in  Ihort  we  made  this  poor  Woman's  Family 
rich,  and  yet  when  it  came  to  the  Peinr,  my  Heart 
failed  me,  and  I  durft  not  venture,  and  for  William y 
he  would  not  ftir  without  me,  and  fo  we  flayed 
about  two  Year  after  this,  confidering  what  we 
Ihould  do. 

You  may  think,  perhaps,  that  I  was  very  prodi- 
gal of  my  ill-gotten  Goods,  thus  to  load  a  Stranger 
with  my  Bounty,  and  give  a  Gift  like  a  Prince  to 
one  that  had  been  able  to  merit  nothing  of  me,  or 
indeed  know  me :  But  my  Condition  ought  to  be 
confidered  in  this  Cafe  y  though  I  had  Money  to 
Profufion,  yet  I  was  perfeftly  deftitute  of  a  Friend 
in  the  World  to  have  the  leaft  Obligation  or  AfTif- 
tance  from,  or  knew  not  either  where  to  difpofe  or 
truft  any  Thing  I  had  while  I  lived,  or  whom  to 
give  it  to,  if  I  died. 

Whea 
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When  I  had  reflefted  upon  the  Manner  of  my 
Getting  of  it,  I  was  fometimes  for  giving  of  it  all  tx> 
£haritable  Ufes,  as  a  Debt  due  to  Mankind,  the'  I 
i\as  a  Roman-Catholick,  and  not  at  all  of  the  Opi- 
nion that  it  would  purchafe  me  any  Repofe  to  my 
Soul ;  but  I  thought,  as  it  was  got  by  a  general 
Plunder^  and  which  I  could  make  no  Satisfaction 
for,  it  was  due  to  the  Community,  and  I  ought  to 
dillribute  it  for  the  general  Good.  But  flill  I  was 
at  a  Lofs  how,  and  where,  and  by  whom  to  fettle 
this  Charity,  not  daring  to  go  Home  to  my  own 
Country,  left  fome  of  my  Comrades  ftraled  Home 
fhould  fee  artd  detedl  me  ;  and,  for  the  very  Spoil  of 
my  Money,  or  the  Purchafe  of  his  own  Pardon, 
betray  and  expofe  m.e  to  an  untimely  End. 

Being  thus  deftitute,  I  fay,  of  a  Friend,  I  pitch- 
ed thus  upon  Williatn%  Sifter  ;  the  kind  Step  of  hers 
to  her  Brother,  who  (lie  thought  to  be  in  Diftrefs, 
Cgnifying  a  generous  Mind,  and  a  charitable  Difpoft- 
tion  J  and  having  refolved  to  make  her  the  Objeft  of 
my  firll  Boimty,  I  did  not  doubt  but  I  fhould  pur- 
chafe fcmething  \fi  a  Refuge  for  my  fclf,  and  a  kind 
of  a  Centre,  to  which  I  fhould  tend  in  my  future 
Adlions ;  for  really  a  Man  that  has  a  Subfiftance, 
and  no  Refidence,  no  Place  that  has  a  Magnetick 
Influence  upon  his  AfFedions,  is  in  one  of  the  moft 
odd  uneafy  Conditions  in  the  World ;  nor  is  it  in 
the  Power  of  all  his  Money  to  make  it  up  to  him. 

It  was,  as  I  told  you,  two  Year  and  upwards j, 
that  we  remained  at  Venice,  and  thereabout,  in  the 
greateft  Hefitation  imaginable,  irrefolute  and  unfix'd 
to  the  laft  Degree.  Wilhanii,  Sifter  importuned 
us  daily  to  come  to  England,  and  wondered  we  fiiould 
not  dare  to  truft  her,  whom  we  had  to  fucha  Degree 
obliged  to  be  faithful ;  and  in  a  Manner  lamented 
her  being  fufpefted  by  us. 

At  laft  I  began  to  incline ;  and  I  faid  to  William, 
Gome,  Brother  William,  faid  L  for  e<ver  fnce  our 

Dif' 
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"Bifcourfe  at  Balfhra,  7  called  him  Brother^  If  you  will 
agree  to  two  or  three  Things  with  me,  I'll  go 
Home  to  England  with  all  my  Heart. 

Says  IVilliam^  let  me  know  what  they  are. 

Why  firft,  fays  /,  you  fhall  not  difclofe  your  {^i 
to  any  of  your  Relations  in  England^  but  your  Sifter, 
RO  not  to  one. 

Secondly,  we  will  not  fhave  off  our  Muftachoes 
or  beards,  (for  we  had  all  along  worn  our  Beards  af- 
ter the  Grecian  Manner)  nor  leave  off  our  long  Vefts, 
that  we  may  pafs  for  Grecians  and  Foreigners. 

Thirdly, That  we  fhall  never  fpeak  Englijh  in  pub- 
lick  before  any  body,  your  Sifler  excepted. 

Fourthly,  that  we  will  always  live  together,  and 
for  Brothers. 

William  faid,  he  would  agree  to  them  all  with  all 
his  Heart ;  but  that  the  not  fpeaking  Englijh  would 
be  the  hardeft ;  but  he  would  do  his  bell  for  that  too  : 
So,  in  a  Word,  we  agreed  to  go  from  Venice  to  iV«- 
*/fj,  where  we  verted  a  large  Sum  of  Money  in  Bales 
of  Silk,  left  a  large  Sum  in  a  Merchant's  Hands  at 
Venice,  and  another  confiderable  Sum  at  Naples,  and 
took  Bills  of  Exchange  for  a  great  deal  too;  and  vet 
we  came  with  fuch  a  Cargo  to  London,  as  few  ^me- 
rican  Merchants  had  done  for  fome  Years ;  for  we 
loaded  in  tv/o  Ships  feventy  three  Bales  of  tlirown 
Silk,  befides  thirteen  Bales  of  wrought  Silks  from 
the  Dutchy  of  Milan,  fhipt  at  Genoa ;  with  all  which 
J  arrived  {2Se[y,  and  fome  time  after  married  my 
fciithful  Protedrefs,  Williams  Sifter,  with  whom  I 
am  much  more  happy  than  I  deferve. 

And  now,  having  fo  plainly  told  you,  that  I  am 
come  to  England,  after  I  have  fo  boldly  ownM  what 
Life  I  have  led  abroad,  'tis  Time  to  leave  off,  and 
iay  no  more  for  x.\\t  prefent,  left  fome  ftiould  be  will- 
ing to  erquire  too  nicely  after 

Your  Old  friend, 

Captaik  Bob. 
F  I  .\J  S. 
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I.QIR  PETER  KING,  late  Lord  Chancellor,  his 
1^  Enquiry  into  the  Conflitution,  Difcipline, 
Unity  and  Worfhip  of  the  Primitive  Church,  that 
flourifhed  within  the  firll  300  Years  of  Chrift, 
faithfully  Colleded  out  of  Extant  Writings  of  thofe 
Ages. 

II.  Venterus  Mandey'sMellificiumMenfionis:  Or, 
The  Marrow  of  Meafuring.  Wherein  a  new  and 
ready  Way  is  Ihewn  how  to  meafure  Glazing,  Paint- 
ing, Plaiftring,  Mafonry,  Joyners,  Carpenters,  and 
Bricklayers  Works ;  as  alfo,  the  Meafuring  of  Land, 
and  all  other  Superficies  and  Solids,  by  Vulgar  Arith- 
metick,  without  reducing  the  Integers  in  the  leafi: 
Denomination  ;  Giving  the  Content  of  any  SuperE- 
cies  or  Solids  confifting  of  Feet,  Inches,  and  Parts  of 
Inches,  in  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Time  and  Labour 
required  by  the  ufual  Way  of  Vulgar  Arithmetick, 
Together  with  fome  Choice  Principles  and  Problems 
of  Geometry  conducing  thereto.  The  Fourth  Editi- 
on with  Additions.  Illuftrated  with  Copper  Cuts. 

III.  A  New  Tranflation  of  ^fop's  Fables,  adorn- 
ed with  Cuts  fuited  to  the  Fables.  Copied  from  the 
Frankfort  Edition,  by  the  moil  Ingenious  Artiil 
Chrillopher  Van  Sycham.  The  whole  being  rendered 
in  a  plain  eafy,.  and  familiar  Stile.  Adapted  to  the 
Meanell  Capacities ;  neverthelefs  corrected  and  refon»i- 
ed  from  the  Groffnefs  of  the  Language  and  Poomefs  of 
the  Verfe  ufed  now  in  the  Vulgar  Tranilation.  The 
Morals  alfo  more  accurately  Improved.  Together 
with  Refleftions  on  each  Fable  in  Verfe.  By  Jofeph 
Jackfon,  Gent.  The  fourth  Edition. 

IV.  A  Ihort  Account  of  the  Life  of  Thomas  Kenn, 
D.  D.  fometime  Lord  Biihop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

V.  Temple  of  facred  Poems  and  Private  Ejaculati- 
ons. By  George  Herbert,  late  Orator  of  the  Univer- 
firy  of  Cambridge.  Together  vrith  his  Life,  by  Ifaac 
Walton.     1 3th  Edition,,  with  a  Table,. 
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